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(54) Input key and input apparatus

(57) An input key 10 has a key top 220 which can
incline, a key top supported portion 20, a key top sup-
porting portion 30 provided on a support plate 60 and
arranged to come into contact with the key top supported
portion 20 during a push on the key top and to support
the key top supported portion 20 so as to permit the key
top 220 to incline in the contact state, at least one incli-
nation detector 54 provided in a direction assigned an
input information item, on the support plate 60 or on the
key top 220, a push detector for detecting a push on the
input key 10, an inclination direction detector for detecting
an inclination direction of the key top 220 when a push
on the input key 10 is detected, and a symbol determiner
for determining an input information item on the basis of
the inclination direction.
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