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To all whom, it may concern: VA 
Be it known that I, RoBERT A. FoSirii, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at San 
Francisco, in the county of San Francisco 
and State of California, have invented new 
and useful Improvements in Whip-Sockets, 
of which the following is a specification. 
The invention relates to an improvement 

in whip sockets and is particularly directed 
to a whip socket in which the whip is auto 
matically clamped against displacement. 
The main object of the present invention 

is the production of a whip socket including 
a casing and clamping members mounted for 
movement and adapted to engage the whip. 
the members being arranged for clamping 
operation automatically or manually and 
normally held at one limit of movement, the 
casing being arranged to force the clamping 
members into clamping position when said 
members have reached their limit of upward 
movement. 
The invention will be described in the fol 

lowing specification, reference being had 
particularly to the accompanying drawings, 
in which :- 

Figure 1 is a vertical sectional view, illus 
trating the construction of my improvement, 
the whip butt being shown in elevation. 
Fig. 2 is a section on line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is a section on line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 

Referring particularly to the accompany 
ing drawings, my improved whip socket 
comprises a casing 1 of an appropriate 
length and cylindrical in cross section. 
Near the upper end the casing is materially 
increased in diametrical extent forming 
what will be hereinafter termed a relieving 
portion 2. Above the portion 2 the casing is 
gradually reduced in diameter until at the 
upper end it but slightly exceeds the diame 
ter of the whip butt, forming what will be 
hereinafter termed the clamping portion 3. 
Arranged within the casing are clamping 
Sections 4 of duplicate construction having 
a curvature in longitudinal section corre 
sponding approximately to the curvature of 
the casing in longitudinal section and being 
gradually increased in transverse dimension 
from the lower to the upper end. In trans 
verse section each member is of curved form 
corresponding to the curvature of the whip 
butt, or in other words each clamping mem 
ber constitutes a section designed at the 
gripping points to contact with the whip 

throughout the transverse length of the sec 
tion. At the relatively upper end each sec 
tion is shaped to form a more or less sharp 
biting edge 5, which is designed to form an 
effective whip engaging portion. The lower 
ends of the sections are connected by a trans 
verse plate 6, through which is passed a 
stem 7, which upwardly beyond the plate, 
is Secured in place by a pin Spassed through 
the clamping sections and the stem. The 
lower end of the stem is passed through a 
Socket member 9 and bellow said socket mem 
ber is provided with a buffer 10 and with a 
laterally projecting arm 11 serving as a 
means for operating the clamping sections. 
Within the casing a coil spring 12 is ar 
ranged to encircle the stem 7 and bear 
against the plate 6 at one end and a plate 13 
bridging the opening from the socket 9 into 
the casing, said spring being tensioned to 
normally maintain the clamping members at 
their upward limit of movement. Above 
the pin 8 the clamping members are con 
nected by a transversely arranged pin 14 
loosely mounted in each member, about 
which pin between the members there is ar 
ranged a coil spring 15, said spring being 
tensioned to normally spread the members. 
As described it will be understood that 

upon a downward pressure exerted upon the 
aI'm 11 the clamping sections will be with 
drawn until the biting edges are disposed 
in approximately tranverse alinement with 
the relieving section of the casing. As this 
Section is of the maximum width, the clamp 
ing members will on reaching this section 
and under the influence of the spring 15 be 
spread apart for a maximum distance. 
Upon relieving the pressure upon the arm 
11 the spring 12 operates to force the clamp 
ing members upward with the effect to cause 
the upper ends of said members to ride into 
contact with the clamping section 3 of the 
casing, forcing the biting edges 5 of said 
members into clamping position, or the posi 
tion of minimum width. Upon this descrip 
tion of the operation of the device it will 
be understood that when it is desired to in 
Sert the whip, pressure is exerted upon the 
arm 11 spreading the clamping members to 
their maximum position, after which the 
butt 16 of the whip is inserted between the 
clamping members and the pressure upon 
the arm 11 released. The spring 12 then 
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operates to force the clamping members up- 110 
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ward and into clamping co8peration with 
the whip butt, effectively retaining the lat 
ter against withdrawal except on operation 
of the arm. 
The casing is to be provided with any 

means desired for securing the same in posi 
-tion to the dashboard or to any other ap 
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propriate part of the vehicle. 
The materials of which the various parts 

are to be constructed are not important as the 
construction is of a character to pel'mit the 
use of any preferred materials for the pur 
pose. 
Having thus described the invention what 

is claimed as new, is:- 
1. Å whip Socket including a casing hav 

ing a portion of maximum width to provide 
a relieving section, the diameter of the cas 
ing above the relieving section being re 
duced to provide a clamping Section, clamp 
ing members mounted for longitudinal 
movement within the casing, means to per 
mit manual moveinent of Said inelnbers 
downward within the casing to arrange the 
engaging portions of Said member's adja 
cent the relieving section of the casing to 
permit the maximum spacing of Said engag 
ing portions, and a Spring to project said 
members up within the casing upon release 
of the manually operable means to cause said 
members to engage the clamping Section of 
the casing to force the engaging portions of 
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the members toward each other to clamping 
position. 

2. A Whip socket including a casing hay- 8 
ing a polition of maximum width to provide 
a relieving section, the diameter of the cas 
ing above the relieving section being reduced 
to pro Vide a clamping Section, clamping 
member's motinted for longitudinal move- 4 
ment within the casing, means to permit 
inanual Irhovement Of Said members down 
ward wifin the casing to arrange the en 
gaging portions of Said members adjacent 
the relieving section of the casing to per- 4 
mit the maximum Spacing of Said engag 
ing portions, a spring to project said men 
bel's up within the casing upon release of 
the manually operable means to cause said 
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members to engage the clamping Section of 50 
the casing to force the engaging portions of 
the members toward each other to clanping 
position, and means arranged between the 
members to exert a relatively outward pres 
St II'e upon said member's, whereby to force 5 
the members apart when di'awn downward 
by the manually operable means. 

In testimony whereof I affix inly signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

BERT FOSTER. 
Witnesses: 

MARIo SIMI, 
NAT T. Cou LSON. 


