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This invention relates to cigarette packages and particu 
larly to that type comprising a relatively hard closed box 
and a foil-wrapped packet slidable within the box. 
The invention contemplates the provision of a hardbox 

adapted for economical manufacture by machinery em 
ployed for the soft packaging of cigaretes, without exten 
sive alterations in the machinery. 
The invention further contemplates the provision of a 

hard box having a closure flap adapted to be opened di 
rectly by the fingers or automatically by a pull tape or the 
like attached to the enclosed packet, the closure flap 
being provided with means to brace the box and thereby 
to prevent undue distortion thereof under ordinary stresses, 
said means serving also to control the opening and closing 
movements of the closure flap and while preventing acci 
dental opening of the flap, also avoiding the need for ex 
cessive manipulation of the closure flap or the necessity for 
fumbling with said flap in opening or closing the box. 
The invention further contemplates the provision of a 

one-piece box in which the bracing means controlling the 
movement of the closure flap is an integral part of the box 
and is separated by a slit from the adjacent part of the 
blank from which the box is folded, the box being provided 
with means to maintain the closure flap in the proper posi 
tion at all times for easy closing even when said flap is 
fully open. 
The invention further contemplates the provision of a 

one-piece hard box having means for easily and auto 
matically opening the closure flap on the withdrawal of the 
contained cigarette packet, which means is not likely to get 
out of order and the easy closing movement of which is 
assured, the box being economical in paper and adapted 
for manufacture in large quantities by wrapping machinery, 
thereby combining the advantages of a hard box with the 
economy of a soft wrapper. 
The various objects of the invention will be clear from 

the description which follows and from the drawing, in 
which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the package except for 
the customary cellophane wrapping. 

Fig. 2 is a similar view with the closure flap open and 
the interior packet withdrawn to the limited extent per 
mitted by the form of flap shown, part of the foil at the 
top of the packet being removed to expose cigarettes, and 
part of the box being cut away to show the lower portion 
of the packet. - - - - - 

Fig. 3 is alongitudinal sectional view of Fig. 1 with part 
of the foil wrapper at the side of the packet removed. 

Fig. 4 is a similar view of the package of Fig. 2, the box 
being tilted to dispense some of the cigarettes by gravity. 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary side elevational view of a slight 
ly modified form of the invention, wherein the extension 
lip on the closure flap is hinged to said flap to open widely 
and to permit withdrawal of the packet to an unlimited 
extent. 

Fig. 6 is an end elevational view with the closure flap 
partly cut away, of another modified form of the invention, 
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wherein the locking extensions are widened and folded 
initially on to the closed closure flap. 

Fig. 7 is an elevational view of the blank from which 
the box of Figs. 1-5 is made, and Fig. 8 is a similar frag 
mentary view of the end portion of the blank for the box 
of Fig. 6, the fold lines of the box being shown in dash 
dot lines. 

In the practical embodiment of the invention shown by 
way of example in Figs. 1-4, the box. 10 is made of relative 
ly stiff paper from the blank 1 of Fig. 7 by folding the 
blank about the fold lines to wrap the blank about the cig 
arette packet 12. Said packet may be of any of the well 
known types such as one having a sheet 3 of metal foil 
wrapped around it. The front wall 14 of the box is folded 
on to the front of the packet into a position at right 
angles to the bottom wall 15 about the fold line 16, while 
the rear wall 7 is similarly folded about the fold line. 18. 
The side walls 19 and 20 project from the front wall and 
are folded about the lines 21 and 22 respectively, while 
the side walls 23 and 24 project from the rear wall 7 
and are folded about the lines 25 and 26. 
At that end of the blank which forms the closure flap 

27 and its extension lip 28, bracing and guiding auxiliary 
side flaps, each preferably in the form of a quadrantal 
sector, project from the respective side edges of the clos 
ure flap and are separated from the adjacent main side 
flaps 23, 24 of the box by the respective slits 31, 32, to form 
free edges on the auxiliary flaps. The lip 28 folds about 
the line 33 and the flap 27 folds about the line 34. The 
auxiliary side flap 29 folds about the line 35 which is a 
continuation of the fold line 25 and the auxiliary flap 30 
folds about the line 36. 
At the other end of the blank, the inner side flap 19 is ex 

tended to provide a locking extension 4G having an in 
clined terminal edge 37, which starts at the outer edge of 
the flap 19 at a point 39 in substantial alignment with the 
top edge 41 of the front wall and which terminates in a 
preferably rounded portion 42 extending beyond said edge 
41. A similar extension 43 is provided at the correspond 
ing end of the other inner side flap 20, said extensions 40 
and 43 serving to lock the auxiliary flaps 29 and 30 in posi 
tions wherein the outerfaces thereof are coplanar with and 
engage the inner faces of the respective inner side wall 
flaps or thicknesses 19 and 20 even when the closure flap 
is completely open. Said extensions thereby maintain 
the auxiliary flaps from swinging out of control when the 
closure flap is opened to the positions shown in Figs. 4 
and 5, as will be explained more fully hereinafter. 

In the form of the locking extensions shown in Figs. 6 
and 8, said extensions 44 and 45 are considerably widened 
and are folded about the respective fold lines 46 and 47 
down on to the top of the closed closure flap to remain in 
that position initially (Fig. 6) and until the box is opened 
for the first time. Opening of the box raises said locking 
extensions into the operative positions thereof wherein 
they are coplanar respectively with the inner side flaps 
9 and 20. The extra width of the locking extensions per 

mits the closure flap to be swung through a greater angle 
and opened further than is possible with the narrower 
extensions 40 and 43. When the entire closed package 
is wrapped in transparent moisture proof material such as 
cellophane or the like, as its quite customary, the closure 
flap as well as the extensions. 44, 45 are held down. 
The side flaps 19 and 23 are adhesively secured to 

gether in overlapping relation to form a side flap of 
double thickness as the blank is folded about the packet 
2 to form the box. The flap 19 is arranged inside of 

the flap 23, and the flap 20 arranged inside of the flap 
24 and adhesively secured thereto. The packet 12 carries 
a length of tape 48 of any suitable material, the tape 
being preferably secured to the front face of the packet 
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and extending outside of the closure flap for easy access 
thereto. The lip 28 extending from the closure flap is 
Secured at its side edges to said flap as by means of 
adhesive or the like in that form of the invention shown 
in Figs. 1-4, thereby acting as a stop to engage the end 
of the packet and to limit the extent to which the packet 
may be withdrawn from the box by the tape. In the form 
of Fig. 5, the lip 28 may swing freely about the fold line 
33 out of the way to permit the packet to be withdrawn 
from the box as much as desired or completely. 
The package 10 has been shown without any decora 

tive covering or moisture proof wrapper, which wrapper 
is usually torn open to expose the top of the package, or 
which is entirely removed by the user. The free end of 
the tape is exposed in the package 10 and the locking 
extensions 49, 43 may also be exposed. The extensions 
being on the inner side flaps or thicknesses 19 and 20 
respectively, they serve to engage and to guide the quad 
drantal auxiliary side flaps 29 and 30 at the side of the 
closure flap. The arcuate edges of the auxiliary flaps 
remain in engagement with the inner face of the front 
wall 14 of the box during the entire opening and closing 
movements of the closure flap and thereby brace the 
front and rear walls to make a strong package resistant 
to undesired movement of the closure flap and distortion 
of the box. Hence the auxiliary side flaps resist acci 
dental opening of the closure flap and also resist twisting 
thereof by controlling the movement of the closure flap. 
Said auxiliary flaps further act to close off the sides 
of the closure flap and prevent cigarettes from falling 
out of the packet sideways when loose. The lower por 
tions of said auxiliary flaps are maintained at all times 
in position to move into the box by means of the locking 
extensions, even when the closure flap is . opened to the 
fullest eXtent, thereby insuring that the package is easily 
closed by a swinging movement of the closure flap and 
the easy insertion of the lip 28 inside the top part of 
the front wall 14. As has been indicated, the locking ex 
tensions 40 and 43 effect this result by maintaining the 
outer faces of the auxiliary flaps coplanar with the inner 
faces of the inner thicknesses 19 and 20 respectively of 
the side walls. 
To open the box, the free end of the pull tape 48 is 

pulled, thereby drawing the packet 12 toward the top 
of the box. During the movement of the packet, its 
upper end engages the closure flap 27 and swings said 
flap about the fold line 34 toward its open position shown 
in Fig. 2. The lip 28, when secured to the closure flap 
at its side edges where it meets the auxiliary flaps, serves 
as a stop to engage the rear top part of the packet and 
prevents the packet from being further withdrawn after 
the closure flap is fully open. After enough cigarettes 
have been removed from the packet, the relatively loose 
top layer of cigarettes may slide out of the packet past 
the lip for easy withdrawal as shown in Fig. 4. Where 
the sides of the lip 28 are free and unsecured as in Fig. 5, 
the sentire packet may readily be pulled as far out of the 
box as desired, the lip yielding and moving out of the 
way under the pressure of the packet. 
Where the widened extensions 44, 45 are employed as 

shown in Fig. 6, movement of the packet to open the 
closure flap also move the extensions into their operative 
positions wherein they are coplanar with their respective 
side flaps. It will be understood that the packet is suffi 
ciently loose within the box to move under a relatively 
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slight pull on the tape. 
4. 
It will further be understood 

that the tape may be omitted if desired and the closure 
flap opened directly with the fingers. 

It will now be seen that the box herein disclosed is 
well adapted for economical machine production, that it 
has the advantages of a soft wrapper, is easily opened 
and closed without excessive manipulation, and is rela 
tively strong with regard to the thickness and amount of 
paper used therein by reason of the employment of the 
auxiliary side flaps and the like. 
While certain specific forms of the invention have 

herein been shown and described, various obvious changes 
may be made therein without departing from the spirit 
of the invention defined by the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. In a one-piece cigarette box having a front wall, 

an inner side flap at each side edge of the front wall, a 
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rear wall, an outer side flap at each side edge of the rear 
wall and a bottom wall integrally connecting the lower 
edges of the front and rear walls, a closure flap extend 
ing from the upper edge of the rear wall, auxiliary side 
closure flaps each extending from a side edge of the 
closure flap and being severed from the adjacent outer 
side flaps, a lip extending from the closure flap, and a 
locking extension at the upper edge of each inner side 
flap projecting beyond the upper edge of the front wall 
and each arranged to engage the outer face of one of 
the auxiliary flaps and thereby maintaining said outer 
face coplanar with the inner face of said inner side flap. 

2. The cigarette box of claim 1, each of the auxiliary 
flaps being in the form of a quadrantal sector. 

3. The cigarette box of claim 1, each of the locking 
extensions having a terminal inclined edge. 

4. The cigarette box of claim 1, a cigarette packet 
normally within the box and a pull tape secured to the 
packet and projecting beyond the box whereby with 
drawal movement of the packet through the tape opens 
the closure flap. 

5. In a one-piece cigarette box having an open end 
closable by a closure flap and having side walls of 
double thickness, auxiliary side flaps at each side edge 
of the closure flap, and means for maintaining the outer 
faces of the auxiliary flaps in engagement with and co 
planar with the respective inner faces of the side walls 
when the closure flap is fully open, each of the auxiliary 
flaps being quadrantal and being severed from the outer 
of the thicknesses of a side wall, the auxiliary flap main 
taining means comprising a locking extension on the 
upper edge of each of the inner thicknesses of the side 
walls. 

6. The cigarette box of claim 5, a cigarette packet 
normally retained by the closure flap within the box, 
and a pull tape secured to the packet and extending to 
the outside of the box, the closure flap being opened by 
the packet when the packet is withdrawn by the tape. 

7. The cigarette box of claim 5, and a lip extension 
- on and secured to the closure flap at right angles thereto. 
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