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Be it known that I, CHARLES AIKIN, a citizen 

Of the United States, residing at Evanston, in 
the county of Cook and State of Illinois, have 
inVented new and useful forms for protect 
ing from fire the WO0den member'S of brick or 
Stone buildings, of which the following is a, 
Specification. 
My imwention relates to fire-proof C?:usings 

0I'c0weringS for W00den members of buildings, 
*uS shown in the accompatnying drawings, in 
which-- '. · · · · · · 

Ifigure 1 is a perspective view of a floor'- 
joist with One of my Sections ther'eor1. If'ig. 2 
is a like wiew of the section. Figs. 3 and . 4 
are Similar wieWS of bridging-plates. Fig. 5 
ShOWS the man mor of union of th1o sectionS and 
plates.' 
Similar letters refer to similar parts through 

out the Several wieWS. ? · · 

A is a cOwe]'ing Or casing formed of terra 
cotta or other earthen or fire-proof material, 
Slipped OWel' the joist), ID in Sections, as shown 
in H'ig. 1. After all the joists havo been COw 
ered in this manner the member C of Similar 
material which forms the floor is laid. On and 
betWeen the member'S A, as shoWn in Fig. 5. 
The ceiling is formed by placing in position 
the member B. (Shown in detail in Fig. 3 
and Shown in combination. With the casings, 
Fig. 5.) The roof is formed in like manner 

to the floor. Prefer:ubly the "ceiling-pieces l3 
are placed in position in advance of the floor 
pieces C B. ifig. 2 shows the paSSage for the 
wooden member through the Casing A. 
What I claim as my in wention, and desire 

to secure by Ietters Patent, is- ? 
1. I'ire-proof CasingS or CoweringS for'WOOden 

members of buildings, SO formed aS to be 
threaded in Series upon Such WOOden memberS, 4O 
and thereby protect them from . fire, the CaS 
ings being for'med With shoulders or projec 
tions, so as to Serwe as a Support for the Ceil 
ing members, all Substantially aS Set forth. 

2. The combination, with a fire-proof Casing 
foir woodem members of buildings, constructed 
and arranged thereon as described, of plateS 
C, adapted to rest. upon Said SectionS and 
bridge the space betWeen the Said inclosing 
members, all substantially as Set forth. 

8: The combination, with the fire-proof caS 
ing for wooden members of buildings, ar'- 
ranged there0n as described and prOwided 
With shoulders near their lower faces, ofplates 
B, adapted to rest, upon Said shoulderS and 
bridge the space between, all Substantially as 
Set forth. 
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