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To all, whom it may concern: ; 
Be it known that I, THOMAS D. INGRAM, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Wash 
ington, in the District of Columbia, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improvements 
in Desk or Stationery Implements; and I do 
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the invention, such 
as Will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same. 
My invention relates to certain new and 

useful improvements in and relating to desk 
or stationery implements, and is principally 
designed to furnish a convenient, simple and 
effective means, readily at hand, for extract 
ing pens from pen holders, and for inserting 
pens within pen holders. To this end I pref 
erably embody the means for this purpose in a 
combined knife eraser and envelope opener 
an instrument peculiarly appropriate to a 
desk outfit, -and I furthermore so construct 
the knife eraser handle that the instrument 
may be readily picked up from the plane 
Surface of the desk, and so that the blade 
portion with its sharp edges will rest nor 
mally in contact with the desk surface there 
by guarding against danger of the desk oc 
cupant being accidentally cut, and, at the 
same time raising the pen-extracting portions 
of the instrument from contact with the sur 
face of the desk or any paper that may be 
upon the desk, whereby the surface of the 
desk or of the paper and the like will be pre 
vented from becoming soiled by any parti 
cles of ink that may have remained upon the 
pen-extracting portions of the instrument af 
ter it has been used for extracting a pen. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1. 
represents a plan view of my preferred form 
of pen-extracting and inserting knife eraser. 
Fig. 2 represents a partial longitudinal sec 
tional view thereof on an enlarged scale, and 
illustrates the manner in which the instru 
ment operates in extracting a pen from its 
holder. Fig. 3 represents a like view wherein 
the operation of inserting a pen within its 
holder is illustrated. Fig. 4 represents a side 
elevation of the instrument shown in Fig. 1. 

Similar letters of reference indicate simi 
lar parts throughout the several views. 

Referring to the drawings, A indicates a 
knife eraser, envelope. opener or paper cut 

ter, of sheet steel, preferably provided at 
one of its ends with the cutting edges a, a?, 
to form the knife blade, and being fluted or 
corrugated at its opposite end b. The func 
tion of these flutings, as will be fully appa 
rent, (see Fig. 4) is to raise the main body 
portion of the instrument from the surface 
upon which it rests so that it can be readily 
grasped by the fingers, and so that, when rest 
ing upon the surface of the desk or the like 
the sharpened point of the eraser with its cut 
ting edges will be brought down to the desk 
surface, which will furnish, therefore, a safe 
guard against the accidental cutting of the 
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fingers of the desk occupant, which ever side 
of the instrument is proximate to the desk 
surface. 
Another function of the fluted or corru 

gated end b is to raise above the level of the 
desk or papers, or other surface upon which 
the instrument is resting, that portion (as, 
for instance, c) within which the pen-extract 
ing means are located, so that the surface of 
the desk or of the papers will not be soiled 
by any ink that may have adhered to the 
pen-extracting portion of the instrument. 
The provision for extracting and inserting 

pens consists of a slot d of general U-shape 
in plan view, as indicated in Fig. 1, said slot 
being carried through the metal of sufficient 
length to leave a springy tongue e beveled 
at its free end toward the knife blade por 
tion of the instrument. 
The slot d is made of U-form so as to cor 

respond approximately with the cross section 
of the usual form of a pen, as for instance, a 
stub pen, and the bevel is imparted to the 
free end of the tongue and to the corre 
sponding part of the instrument in juxtaposi 
tion to the free end of the tongue, for the 
purpose of enabling the instrument to exert 
a clamping orbiting action upon the pen dur 
ing the operation of inserting or removing 
the pen from the holder. 
The operation will be apparent from the de 

scription of the parts and from the illustration. 
Thus, referring to Fig. 2, it will be seen that 
the instrument, which has been grasped in 
the left hand of the operator, is held while 
the pen f, which has previously been inserted 
through the slot d, is rocked within the slot 
until it becomes firmly locked or clamped be 
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tween the opposing bevels of the springy 
tongue e and the adjacent wall of the slot. 
The pen holder, f, is, of course, held in the 
right hand of the operator during this ma 
nipulation, and the pen being thus clamped 
within the instrument may be at once drawn 
out of the holder. To insert a pen within its 
holder, the instrument is reversed or turned 
over with respect to its position in Fig. 2, and 
the pen is inserted through the instrument 
in a direction opposite to that illustrated in 
Fig. 2, so that by holding the instrument 
firmly in the left hand and pushing upon the 
pen holder, the pen can be readily forced into 
the latter. 
I do not wish to be understood as restrict 

ing myself to any particular location of the 
pen-extracting tongue along the length of 
the knife eraser or other desk implement, 
nor do I restrict myself, so far as the broad 
claims are concerned, even to the employ 
ment of the pen-extracting devices in a knife 
eraser, as it is apparent that while peculiarly 
adapted thereto, and while peculiarly adapted 
to their particular location intermediate of 
the sharpened edge and raised opposite end 
of the knife eraser, they may still be em 
ployed with useful effect in any analogous 
desk instrument or even in an instrument 
having no other function than that of a pen 
extractor and inserter. Nor do I restrict my 
self to making the tongue e integral with or 
out of the same piece as the main body por 
tion of the instrument, as it will be evident 
that the same result would be attainable if 
the said tongue were not integral with the 
rest of the handle. 
Having thus described my invention, what 
claim is 
1. A desk implement, provided at its for 

ward end with cutting edges and at its rear 
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end with upward and downward projections, 
whereby in resting upon a flat surface the 
cutting edges will be brought into contact 
with said surface whichever side of the im 
plement is proximate to said surface; sub 
stantially as described. 

2. A desk implement, provided with a slot 
and pen extracting tongue, and provided at 
its end with downward projections, whereby 
when the instrument rests upon a desk sur 
face the pen-extractingtongue is raised above 
said surface; substantially as described. 

3. A desk implement, provided with a slot 
and a pen-extracting and inserting tongue, 
said tongue being beveled at its free end 
and said slot being accessible to the pen from 
both sides of the implement; substantially 
as described. 

4. A desk implement, provided with a slot 
and a pen-extracting and inserting tongue, 
said tongue being beveled at its free end, 
and said slot being accessible to the pen from 
both sides of the implement and being of 
general U-shape at said free end; substan 
tially as described. 

5. A desk implement, comprising a sheet 
metal body portion having a U-shaped slot 
surrounding a springy pen extracting and 
inserting tongue integral with the body por 
tion and in the same plane there with said 
tongue being beveled at its free end and the 
slot being accessible to the pen from both 
sides of the implement; substantially as de 
Scribed. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
THOMAS D. INGRAM. 

Witnesses: 
JoHN C. PENNIE, 
J. A. GOLDSBOROUGH. 
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