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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, LEE CARR, a citizen of
the United States, residing at Minco, Chick-

asaw Nation, Indian Territory, have invented.

a new and useful Hopple, of which the fol-

lowing is a specification,

My invention relates tohopples of that class
employed for preventing cows from kicking
during the operation of milking, and the ob-
Jject in view is to provide a device which may
be applied and removed quickly, and which
when in place, while preventing the cow from
overturning the milk-pail or inconveniencing
the operator, will not ‘chafe the legs of the
animal.

Further-objects and advantages of this in-
vention will appear in-the following descrip-
tion, and the novel features theréof will be
particularly pointed out in the appended
claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view of a
hopple constructed in accordance with my

invention, the same being shown applied.-

Fig. 2 is a detail side view, partly in section,
of the same. Fig. 3.is a detail view in per-
spective of one of the claws and the contigu-
ous portion of the operating-rod attached
thereto. Tig. 4 is adetail transverse section
of -the staff and operating-rods: Fig. 5is a
partial side view of the device reversed to
illustrate the short rack for locking the mov-
able claw of the terminal clamp. i
Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-

responding partsin all the figures of the draw-

ings.

1 designates a staff terminating at one end
in a handhold 2 and provided with a plural-
ity of longitudinal guide-grooves 3, in which
fit'operating-rods 4, 5, and 6. The staff car-
ries a plurality of leg-clamps 7 and 8, de-
signed to engage, respectively, the hind legs
of a cow, and each clamp consists of twin op-
positely-disposed claws designed to codperate
to secure the legs. The outer or terminal
claw 7* is preferably fixed to the staff, while
the twin claw 7, in common with the claws
8*and 8*, comprising the clamp 8, is mounted
to move longitudinally upon the staff to pro-
vide for adjustment. Each of these movable
claws is provided with a sleeve 9; which fits
upon the staff and has an inwardly-extend-
ing key 10 to operate in one of the guide-

grooves, whereby rotation of the sleeve upon
the staff is prevented. These keys preferably
consist of tubes in which fit the contignous
extremities of the operating-rods, and the
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rods are provided, respectively, at opposite .

extremities of the sleeves with projections 11,
which allow a limited rocking movement of
the rods and at the same time énable longi-
tudinal motion tobe communicated from the
rods to the sleeves. ) .

It will be understood that the clamp 8 com-
prises claws, of which both are adjustable in
order that the interval between the clamps
may be adjusted to siit the interval between
the legs of a cow, whereby the hopple may
be applied without requiring the -animal to
change its position. It is desirable in the use
of a'device of this class to apply‘the same
with as little annoyance as possible in order
to avoid fretting the animal, and I accém-

_plish this by employing a stationary and a .

movable elamp, each ‘of which -is provided
with one or more movable members or claws,
which are adapted-tobe adjusted to facilitate
application and removal and prevent acci-
dental displacement when adjusted to engage
the legs of the animal. The extremities of
the claws are preferably turhed toward each
other with the ihner claws, or those bent out-
wardly or from the handhold, of greater length
thar the others. L

- The means which Temploy for securing the
claws at the desired adjustment include fin-
ger-holds or studs 12, carried by the operat-
ing-rods in operative relation with racks 13
and 14, fixed to the staff contiguous to the
handhold. The racks 13, which are arranged
contiguous to the_operating-rods 4 and 5, are

of corresponding lengths, while the rack 14,
which is arranged contiguous to the rod 6, is

shorter, as shown in Fig. 5, for the reason
that the only necessary adjustment of the
movable claw of the clamp 7 is to open and
close the clamp, while the clamp 8 is adapted
for adjustment longitudinally of the staff to
vary the distance between the clamps. - Each
rack is provided with a plurality of notches

*15 for the reception of thé finger-holds or

studs on the operating-rods, engagement and
disengagement of these firigér-holds or studs
being accomplished by turning the operating-
rods in the grooves which form seats there-
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for. The notches are preferably constructed
to form inner and outer terminal seats 15"
and 15°, while the flared mouth of each notch
is arranged at an intermediate point. This
construction provides for engagement with
facility, while accidental disengagement is
prevented. The finger-hold or stud may be
seated in either end of the notch, according
to the direction in which strain is applied to
the claw attached to the particular operating-
rod. :

From the above description it will be seen
that the device embodying my invention is
adapted to be applied without loss of time to
the legs of the cow, and that when adjusted
independent forward movement of either leg
will be prevented without chafing or other-
wise injuring the animal, and that the de-
tachment of the device may be accomplished
with equal facility. Stop-ears 16 are arranged
at the upper extremities of the racks to pre-
vent the finger-holds or studs from being
moved beyond those points and thereby with-
drawing the inner ends of the operating-rods
from the interior of the handhold in which
they ave fitted.

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the spirit
or sacrificing any of the advantages of this
invention.

Having described my invention, what I
claim is—

1. Ahopple having a plurality of connected
clamps arranged in a common plane and
adapted to receive, respectively, the hind legs
of a cow, said clamps being relatively adjust-
able to vary the interval therebetween, and
each clamp comprising codperating members
of which one is adjustable independently of
the other to facilitate the engagement of the
ecow’s legs, and means for securing the mem-
bers of the clamps in their normal relative
positions, substantially as specified.

2. A hopple for the purpose named, having
a stafl, clamps carried by the staff and each
having a movable claw mounted toslide upon
the staff, operating - rods connected respec-
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tively to the movable claws, and means for
securing said rods against longitudinal move-
ment, substantially as specified.

3. A hopple for the purpose named, having
a staff, a stationary clamp, an adjustable
clamp mounted for movement toward and
from the stationary clamp and parallel with
the staff, each clamp having one of its mem-
bersmovableindependently of the other mem-
ber in a direction parallel with the staff, and
means for securing the movable members of
the clamps at the desired adjustment, sub-
stantially as specified.

4. A hopple for the purpose named, having
a staff provided with guide-grooves, clamps
carried by the staff and having movable memn-
bers mounted to slide upon the staff, operat-
ing-rods fitted in said guide-grooves and con-
nected, respectively, to the movable mem-
bers of the clamps, said rods being capable
of longitudinal and rocking movement, and
cks arranged contiguous, respectively, to
the operating-rods for engagement by finger-
holds carried thereby, substantially as speci-
fied. -

5. Ahopple for the purpose named, having
a staff provided with guide-grooves, clamps
carried by the staff and comprising fixed and
movable claws, the movable elaws being pro-
vided with sleeves mounted to slide upon the
staff and held from rotary movement, operat-
ing-rods mounted for longitudinal movement
upon the staff and respectively connected for
rocking movement to the sleeves of the mov-
able claws, racks arranged contiguous to the
operating-rods and having notches provided
with inner and outer seats, and tinger-holds
carried by the operating-rods for engagement
with the notches and adapted to be seated in
the inner or outer ends thereof, substantially
as specified.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

LEE CARR.

Witnesses:

W. H. TUTTLE,
C. B. CAMPBELL.
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