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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, EMERY ANDREWS, of
Kennebunk, in the countyof York and State
of Maine, have invented a new and useful
5 Improvement in Trunks,of which the follow-

ing, taken in connection with the accompa-

nying drawings, is a specification.
My invention relates to improvements in
trunks and similar receptacles, and has for its
10 object to make such receptacles both light in
weight and strong to vesist the rough usage
to which they are liable to be subjected.
My invention consists in an improved joint
for the edges of the wood boards of which the
15 body of the trunk is made; also, of an im-
proved corner.and protecting-band, and, fur-
ther, of protecting-bosses attached to the sur-
face of the trunk, all as set forth hereinafter,
and shown in the drawings, of which—
Figurelrepresents a trunk embodying my
invention; Fig. 2, a partial section showing
the cornerand protecting-band; Fig, 3,4 modi-
fication of said corner; Fig. 4, a portion of
the wood body, partly cut away to show the
25 spline; and Figs. 5 and 6, a boss in plan and
section, respectively.
Similar letters indicate similar parts in all
the figures.
Trunks have been made of various mate-
30 rials, but most frequently of wood covered by
some protecting material, as leather, metal,
parchmentized paper-board, known as “leath-
eroid.” The edges of the wood boards used
for this purpose are usually joined by the
35 well-known tongue-and-groove joint, and are
in the better class of trunks also glued; but
exposure to moisture or shrinkage of the wood
often loosens such joints, and the groove be-
ing about one-third the thickness of the
40 boardsthe materialon eitherside of the groove
iseasily split away, and the adjacent edges of
the boards not supporting each other the
strength of the trunk is reduced materially.
One feature of myinvention consistsin sub-
45 stituting for the usval tongue and groove &
very narrow groove, (not over about one-gsix-
teenth of an inch in width,) into which is
placed a thin strip orspline of parchmentized
paper-board known as “leatheroid,” or simi-
5o lar fibrous material. This material is peeu-
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liarly adapted for this use, being elastie, and
hence not so liable to break away the wood
as metal (sometimes used for this purpose)
would be, and having strength enough to al-
low the use of a very thin strip for this pur- 55
pose. Fig. 4 shows the material for the side
of a trunk made up of strips joined in this
way, & a a being the strips of wood and bbb
strips of leatheroid inserted in grooves therein.

In constructing a trunk according to my 6o
invention I first make a wooden box, joining
the edges of the boards wherever joints are
necessary, as above set forth. I prefer to
cover the surface of this box with leatheroid;
but however covered does not concern my 65
present invention. It iswell known that the
corners of all trunks need special protection
and re-enforcement. To provide this, I take
a strip of leatheroid of about one-sixteenth to
one-eighth of an inch in thickness and three 70
to four inches in width and of suitable length
to cover the desired portion of the trunk,
bend it along a central longitudinal line to a
right angle, then cover its outer surface with
a thin plate of metal, preferably steel, which 75
has been cut wide enough to cover the edges
of the leatheroid strip and be bent over so as
to inclose the same and cover some portion
of the inside of the leatheroid strip, as is
plainly shown in Fig. 2, a o indicating the 8o
wood body of atrunk,c ¢ the leatheroid strip,
and eethe enveloping sheet metal. Ipreferto
cement or glue the metal to the leatheroid
wherever the two are used in contact. The
corner-pieces thus made are nailed or riveted 8 5
to the trunk, preferably on both the horizon-
tal and vertical angles, as shown at ¢ ce, Fig.

1. Where these corner-pieces meet at the
junction of the anglesof a trunk amalleable-
iron cap m may cover the ends of all. Asa 90
further means of strengthening the trunk, I
use flat strips of leatheroid covered with metal

in the same way, as shown in Fig. 2, in which

d represents the leatheroid, and f the metal
covering, which I nail or rivet to the trunk, 95
as shown at fin Fig. 1. As a still further
means of protecting the trunk from blows
which might puncture it, I provide bosses, of
sheet metal or leatheroid, (see Figs. 5 and 6,)
which are so struck up as to present a convex 100
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face ¢ and a flat rim, which latter may be cut
away at intervals, so as to leave the several
projections k & % k&, through which nails or
rivets serve to fasten them to the trunk at

any desired intervals between the corners ¢ '

and strips f.  (See % 4, &e., Fig. 1.} Trunks
thus made are light, strong, and duarable, the
light covering of metal on the corners and
strips protecting the leatheroid, which gives
stiffness and strength. Theleatheroid alone
might wear away, and the metal alone would
lack the necessary stiffness; but the combi-
nation herein shown is light, stiff, and strong.

In Fig. 3 is shown a modified form of cor-
ner. (Thesameconstruction may also be ap-
plied to the strip d, Fig. 2.) The sheet metal
g is not carried around the edge.of the leath-
eroid ctotheinner side, but is carried straight
out (see h) after covering its edge, and the
nails or rivets are put through this projecting
edge to hold the same to the trank. This
method has the advantage that the heads of
the nails or rivets do not project beyond the
surface of the strip. I prefer, however, the
method first mentioned as being the stronger.

I do not limit my invention to the use of
the parchmentized paper-board known as

“Jeatheroid ” and described in Letters Patent |
of the United States No. 198,332, dated De- |
cember 18, 1877, as a material to be covered |
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with metal to form the protecting cornersand
bands described; as any strong elastic stiff
fibrous material may be used instead.

I claim—

1. A trunk provided with protecting-strips 35
made of leatheroid and having their outside
surfaces entirely covered with sheet metal,
substantially as set forth.

2. A trunk having protecting-strips of leath-
eroid covered withsheet metal,which incloses 40

“the outside and both edges of said strips and

is earried around the edges and onto the in-

side of said strips, substantially as specified.

3. A trunk provided with corner-pieces ¢
and protecting-strips d, both covered with 45
sheet metal, and bosses 7, substantially as
specified.

4, A trunk the body of which is made of

-wood boards having their edges joined by

leatheroid splines and provided with the pro- 50
tecting corner-pieces e, strips f, and bosses ¢
%, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification, in the presence. of

' two subseribing witnesses, on this 28th day of 55
-April, A. D. 1890,

EMERY ANDREWS.
Witnesses:
W. P. ADAMS,
EVvELYN A. HALL.



