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cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the
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*X* document of particular relevance; the claimed invention
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*Y* document of particular relevance; the claimed invention
cannot be considered 1o involve an inventive step when the
document Is combined with one or more other such docu-
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled
in the art.
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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17{2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box lll Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

1. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all
searchable claims.

2, D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
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. ]:l As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report
covers only those claims far which fees were paid, speclfically claims Nos.:

4, [X_—l No required additional search fees were timely pald by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 21Q

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-13, 26-31

An endplate for an intervertebral prosthesis, comprising:

an inner domed region configured and disposed to contact a
prepared recess in an endplate of a vertebra; and

a peripheral rim configured and disposed to contact an
intact peripheral rim of said vertebra, said peripheral rim
substantially surrounding said inner domed region and having
a circumference defining an area of said endplate,

wherein said inner domed region has a base periphery joined
to said peripheral rim and a dome surface within said base
periphery elevated above said peripheral rim,

said base periphery of said domed region has a non- circular
plan and defines an area of said domed region, and said area
of said domed region constitutes at Teast 50%n of said area
of said endplate,

wherein the dome surface has a generally planar top region.

2. claims: 14-25

Apparatus for milling a recess in a vertebral endplate
comprising:

a surgical cutting tool including a surgical cutter and a
drive shaft attached thereto, said drive shaft having a
guide collar; and

a guide frame for positioning and guiding said surgical
cutter in an intervertebral space between two vertebrae
adjacent along a spinal axis for milling an endplate of at
Teast one of said vertebrae,

said guide frame including:

a first guide plate adapted to be fixed to at least one of
said vertebrae, said guide plate having a first generaily
central aperture sized for admitting said drive shaft and at
least one guide slot communicating with said central
aperture adapted to guide said drive shaft in a
predetermined path, and

a second guide piate having a second generally central
aperture sized for admitting said drive shaft

and at least one guide slot communicating with said second
aperture and adapted to guide said drive shaft in said
predetermined path, said second guide plate being adapted to
be oriented parallel to said first guide plate and spaced
anteriorly therefrom by a distance selected such that said
anterior and posterior surfaces of said guide collar can be
received between said first and second guide plates in
s1iding contact therewith.
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