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To all whon, it inctly conceit: 
Be it known that I, LEWIS BOWLES, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at San Fran 
cisco, in the county of San Francisco and 

5 State of California, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Infants’ Nap 
kins; and I do hereby declare that the follow 
ing is a full, clear, and exact description 
thereof. 

Lo My invention relates to an infant's napkin 
or diaper; and the object of the invention is 
to furnish such a napkin which will be com 
fortable and easy for the child, which shall 
possess the power of absorption, and yet shall 

I5 be so cheaply manufactured and can be sold 
at such small cost that it can be thrown away 
after use and another substituted. In the 
care of infant children it is necessary to use 
large numbers of these napkins, usually 

2O made of soft cloth and changed several times 
daily. Since the Washing of these napkins 
must always be performed in the house, it 
imposes and necessitates a constant and un 
pleasant duty upon the household. 

25 Myinvention is designed to overcome these 
objections to the use of the ordinary nap 
kins by providing a substitute for them of 
cheap material, which, after use, need only be 
thrown away. 

3o My invention is illustrated in the accom 
panying drawings, in which- . 

Figure I is a plan view; Fig. 2, a cross-sec 
tion; Fig. 3, a separate view of the collar 
between the main napkin and the absorb 

35 ent pad. 
A represents the napkin, of paper of suffi 

cient strength and waterproof in any suitable 
manner, and which can be medicated, if pre 
ferred. I have found suitable for my pur 

4o poses the paper in which fine Japanese goods 
are inclosed for transmission to other coun 
tries, but any thin waterproof paper may be 
Substituted. This paper napkin of substan 

tially the form shown in Fig. 1 is gathered 
centrally through a hole B in a supporting- 45 
collar C. This collar is made of thin paste 
board or it may be a rubber band or a flexi 
ble ring of any suitable material, and when 
the paper has been gathered through it there 
is formed a bag or holder for a pad D of ab 
sorbent material, such as cotton wool or Wood 
wool, which is thus surrounded or inclosed 
by a waterproof covering E, composed of the 
paper of the napkin. When I speak of the 
part C as a collar and of gathering the paper 55 
through it, it will be readily understood that 
an opening is provided with absorbent mate 
rial beneath it, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. 
This forms the drainage-opening. In apply 
ing the napkin an ordinary cloth napkin is 6o 
usually, though not necessarily, bound around 
and outside of the paper napkin, and the 
same pins secure both in place. Thus one 
cloth napkin is saved from being soiled while 
a number of the paper napkins may have 65 
been used, and as each is used it is thrown 
away. The thin collar of paper-board or 
other material conforms to the child’s body, 
and so the whole napkin is rendered comfort 
able, while in manufacture it is very inex- 7o pensive. 
The advantages of my invention have been 

set forth in this description and need no de 
tailed recital. 

Having described my invention, I claim- 75 
An infant's napkin or diaper made of wa 

terproof paper gathered through a flexible 
ring, and inclosing an absorbent pad, sub 
stantially as described. 

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig 
nature, in presence of two witnesses, this 28th 
day of June, 1894. 

LEWIS BOWLES. 
Witnesses: 

L. W. SEELY, 
M. R. BRYAN, 

  

  


