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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS S. WAGONER,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Loo-
gootee, in the county of Martin and State of

5 Indiana,have invented anew and usefal Post-
Driver, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

The invention relates to improvements in
fence post drivers.

to  The object of the present invention is to
provide a simple and comparatively inex-
pensive fence post driver adapted to be read-
ily mounted on running gear and capable of
being readily adjusted in proper position to

15 drivea fence post either plumb oratan angle
on hilly or even ground.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated

.zo in the aeccompanying drawings and pointed
out in the claims hereto appended.

In the drawings—Figure'lis a perspective
view of a post driver constructed in accord-
ance with this invention. Fig. 2 is a central

25 vertical longitudinal sectional view. Fig. 3
is an enlarged detail view showing the trip
mechanism. '

Like numerals of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-

3o ings.

1 designates a horizontal rectangular main
frame mounted on running gear to enable the
fence post driver to be readily conveyed from
one place to another, and having hinged at

35 one end a vertical guiding frame 2, in which
slides a weight 3, and which is adapted to be
arranged in a vertical position when it is de-
sired to drive a post in a vertical or plumb
position, and which is adapted to be adjusted

40 at an inclination when it is desired to drive
‘a post at an angle to a hill. =~ .

. The adjustable frame 2 which formsa guide
for the weight 3 consists of corner uprights 4
connected by horizontal bars 5, and the inner

45 uprights 4 have their lower ends mounted on
a transverse rod 6, whereby the adjustable
frame is hinged to the main frame and is also
adapted to be adjusted laterally from one
side of the main frame to the other to bring

50 it in proper position over the desired point
wherea post is to be driven, and to avoid mov-
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ing the running gear to accomplish this end.
The adjustable frame 2 is connected with the
horizontal frame by inclined braces 7 which
are hinged at their lower ends 8 to a trans-
verse rod 9, and which are provided withlon-
gitudinal slots 10, in which are arranged
clamping screws 11 of the adjustable frame,
adapted to secure the latter at any desired
adjustment and provided with erank handles
to enable the nut portions to be readily turned.
By this construction, the vertical weight guid-
ing frame 2 may be inclined to or from the
horizontal frame tosuit the inclination of the
ground, and the post to be driven.

The transverse rods 6 and 9 are arranged
above the main frame, and have their ends
secured to superimposed side pieces 12.

The weight is provided at opposite sides
with vertical grooves 19 which receive verti-
cal guide bars 20 arranged within the frame
2, and adapted to guide the weight during
the ascent and descent of the same. The
weight is lifted by a hoisting rope 21, which-
is provided at one end with trip mechanisms

for ‘engaging and releasing the weight and

which passes over pulleys 22 and 23, and has
its other end wound around the drum of a
windlass 24, which is mounted on the main
frame, and is provided with an inclined wind-
lass frame 25. The pulley 22 is arranged di-
rectly over the weight, and. the pulley 23 is
arranged beyond the top of the frame, both
pulleys being inounted in alongitudinal open-
ing 26 of a bar 27 secured to the top of the
vertical frame and projecting therefrom in
the direction of the windlass.

The trip mechanism for raising the weight,
which is provided with an eye 28, consists of
a bar 29 having its lower end 30 bifurcated;
an arm 31 having one end pivoted in the bi-
furcation, and having its other end pointed,
and an L-shaped trip bar 32 having one end
pivoted to the bar 29 at a point intermediate
the ends of the latter and provided with an
opening 33 to receive the pointed end of the
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hinged arm 31, and having a trip rope 34 at- .

tached to its outer end and passing through
a perforation 35 of the bar 29, and extending
to the ground and adapted to lift the trip bar
to release the hinged arm to allow the weight
to fall. The Linged arm 31 is approximately
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L-shaped, and when its pointed end is ar-
ranged in the perforation or opening of the
trip bar, it is substantially parallel with the

" bar 29 and receives the eye of the weight in
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the space between the hinged arm and the
bar 29. o

It will be seen that the post driver is simple
and comparatively inexpensive in construe-
tion, and that it may be readily adjusted to
suit the character of the ground and the posi
tion in'which a post is to be driven, and that
it may be readily operated.

What I elaim is—

1. In a post driver, the combination of a
main frame, a weight receiving frame, a
weightarrangedin the weight receiving frame
and provided with an eye, a hoisting rope,

_and a trip consisting of a bar having one end
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secured to the hoisting rope, an angle arm
having one end hinged to the lower end of
the bar, and having its other end free a trip
bar pivoted to said barand having an opening
to receive the angle arm, and detachably en-
gage the same and a trip rope connected with
the trip bar, substantially as deseribed.

2. In a post driver, the combination of a
weight receiving frame, a weight arranged
therein and provided with an eye, a hoisting
rope and trip mechanism comprising a bar 29
secured to the hoisting rope, and having its
lower end bifurcated, an angle arm pivoted
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i the bifurcation, an L-shaped trip bar piv-
oted to the bar29and provided with an open-
ing to receive the angle arm, and a trip rope
secured to the trip arm and passing through
an opening near the upper end of the bar 29,
substantially as described. '

3. In a post driver, the combination of a

main frame, a weight guiding frame having
its lower end permanently hinged to the main
frame and capable of lateral adjustment
thereon, and means for securing the weight

| guiding frame in its adjustment, substan-

tially as deseribed.

4, In a post driver, the combination of a
main frame, the transverse rods 6 and 9 ar-
ranged above the main frame, the adjustable
weight guiding frame mounted on the rod 6

and being hinged to the frame by the rod and

adapted to be moved on the rod from one side
of the frame to the other, the inclined braces
having their lower ends hinged to the main
frame by the rod 9 and having their upper
ends adjustably secured to the weight gniding
frame, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

35

40

45

50

55

my ownI have hereto affixed my signaturein ..

the presence of two witnesses..

i THOMAS 8. WAGONER.
Witnesses: :
WILL REYNOLDS,

ABNER R. BROWN.




