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TROLLING DEVICE 
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This invention relates to trolling devices, and 
more particularly is concerned with a compact 
adjustable trolling device adapted to Support a 
fish pole or the like in any desired position from 
Within a boat, such as a row boat, canoe, or the 
like. 

It is One of the primary objects of the present 
invention to provide a device of this character, 
which is adjustable to support the rod at any 
desired angle of elevation, at any desired angle 
laterally, and at any desired position relative to 
the seat of the boat. 
Another object of the present invention is to 

provide a device of this type which may be 
folded into a compact mass for easy transporta 
tion in a case or the like, and which can be rapid 
ly unfolded and erected to allow the fish pole 
to be inserted therein in a minimum amount of 
time. 

Primarily, the present invention contemplates 
a Supporting member which is frictionally 
Clamped at One end to the edge of a row boat 
Seat or the like, and is supported at its other end 
by a strut member which extends to the bot 
tom or floor of the boat. Mounted on the hori 
ZOntally extending portion of the device which 
is clamped to the Seat is an adjustable carrier 
member Which may be moved forwardly and 
rearWardly, and also SWung angularly in a, hori 
ZOntal plane, upon which is mounted a suitable 
Socket mechanism for receiving the butt end of 
the fishpole and Which is adjustable to Various 
angles, as Well as an adjustable arm and Saddle 
member for Supporting the pole adjacent the 
for Ward end of the handle element, or approxi 
mately at the reel seat portion of the conven 
tional type of casting rod. The saddle member 
is adjustable both angularly and vertically to 
Support the pole in any desired angular position 
relative to a horizontal plane. 
Other objects and advantages of the present 

invention Will appear more fully from the fol 
loWing detailed description Which, taken in con 
junction With the acCOmpanying dra Wings, will 
disclose to those skilled in the art the particu 
lar construction and operation of a preferred 
form of the present invention. 
In the dra Wings: 
Figure 1 is a Section side elevational view of the 

device mounted in operative position; 
Figure 2 is a front elevational view of the Sup 

porting strut at the forward end of the body 
member; 

Figure 3 illustrates the device in folded posi 
tion ready for carrying; 

Figure 4 is a top plan view of the device shown 
in Figure 3; 

Figure 5 shows a modified arrangement for 
- clamping the device to a boat seat; 
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Figure 6 is a still further modification of the 
Same clamping mechanism; 

Figure 7 ShoWS a still further modification of 
this clamping mechanism; 

Figure 8 is a Sectional View taken substantial 
ly On line 8-8 of Figure 1 of the saddle member 
receiving the pole; and 

Figure 9 illustrates the manner in which the 
Supporting strut is clamped to the body member 
when the device is folded for carrying. 

Referring noW in detail to the drawings, a boat 
Seat is indicated generally at 5 and, as is usual 
in Such constructions, has a transverse edge por 
tion 6 to which the trolling device is adapted to 
be attached. 
The trolling device comprises a body member 7 

having at One end thereof a wing clamp nut 8 
Which is adapted to clamp to the end of the body 
member the spring clamp fingers 9 and 0. 
As ShOWn in Figures 5, 6 and 7, the clamping 

members can be arranged in any desired posi 
tion relative to the body member for clamping 
the body member below the plane of the seat, 
aS shown in Figure 1, in the plane of the seat, 
as shown in Figures 5 and 6, or above the plane 
Of the Seat as shown in Figure 7, depending upon 
the Spacing of the seat from the floor of the boat. 
It Will be noted that Figures 1 and 7 are merely 
a reversal of the clamping arrangement, while 
in Figures 5 and 6, the elements 9 and f are re 
Versed. With respect to each other. 
The body member 7, at its opposite end, is pro 

Vided with a hinge 2, the opposite hinge element 
;3 thereof being secured to a depending strut 
member 4, shown more clearly in Figure 2. The 
member is thus hinged to swing about the free 
end of the body portion 7, and, adjacent its lower 
end, is provided with the pointed spud 5. The 
Spud 5 is adapted to be pressed into the floor 6 
of the boat and, as will be noted from Figure 2, is 
adjustable longitudinally of the member 4 with 
in the slot it. The Spud is clamped in any de 
Sired adjusted position by means of the Wing nut 
í 8 and the clamping washers i 9 and 26. 
Secured to the lower surface of the body mem 

ber 1 by means of the screws 22 is a resilient catch 
or clip member 23 which, as shown in Figure 9, is 
adapted to receive between the ends 24 thereof 
the Spud member 5 for holding this spud and 
Strut 4 in folded position when the device is not 
ll USe. 

Mounted for longitudinal sliding movement on 
the body portion 7 of the device is the rod SUlp 
porting member 25. This member is supported 
by means of the sliding shoe members 26 and 2 
engaging the Opposite defining surfaces of a lon 
gitudinal Slot 28 formed in the body member 7. 
The shoe elements 28 and 27 are pressed toward 
each other by means of the wing nut 29 carried 
by the Stud 30, which stud extends through the 
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rod supporting member 35 and thence through 
the slot 28. Tightening of the nut 29 will lock 
the member 25 in any adjusted position along the 
slot 28, thereby moving the member 25 toward 
or away from the boat seat 5. 
The member 25 in turn is provided. With a 

transversely extending longitudinal slot 32, 
which, as shown more clearly in Figure 8, re 
ceives the transverse pin 33 extending there 
through and supporting the arm members 34 in 
parallel arrangement. The arm members 34 are 
frictionally secured in any desired angular posi 
tion relative to the carrier member 25 by means 
of the friction washers 36 which, by means of the 
wing nut 37, frictionally clamp the arms 34 in 
position by drawing up on the stud 33. Thus the 
angular position of the arms relative to a hori 
Zontal plane can be adjusted, and the arms, of 
course, can also be moved bodily throughout the 
limits of the slot 32. 

At their upper ends, the arms 34 provide pivot 
journals for a U-shaped bracket member 38 
which carries on the inner faces thereof the fric 
tion pieces 39 secured thereto by means of the 
screws 40. Suitable pins 42 form pivotal sup 
ports whereby the U-shaped member 38 can piv 
ot about the upper ends of the arms 34, the U 
shaped member 38, together With the friction 
pieces 39 forming a saddle for receiving the fish 
pole 43, shown diagrammatically in Figure 1. 
The pole 43 is provided with the handle portion 
44, as is customary, and also with a reel seat por 
tion adapted to receive the reel 45. The two low 
er transverse posts of the reel are adapted to rest 
upon the upper defining edges of the friction 
pieces 39, Whereby the pole is supported in posi 
tion against rotation, and also is held in any de 
sired angular relation. With respect to the Surface 
of the water. This saddle therefore constitutes 
a means for adjusting the vertical angularity Of 
the pole and holding the pole against rotation. 
At the end of the pole Supporting member 25 

adjacent the stud 30 there is provided the pivot 
ally mounted Socket member 46 having formed 
therein the frusto-conical recess 47 receiving the 
butt end of the pole to hold the pole against dis 
placement Out of the trolling device. The Inen 
ber 46 can be held in any desired position by 
means of the Wing nut 4'', which clamps the piv 
ot arms 48 of the member 46 in any desired an- ; 
gular position and which can be loosened to allow 
the member 46 to be noved into the plane of the 
member 25 when the device is folded, as ShOWn 
in Figure 3. 
The arms 48, as will be noted in Figures 3 and 

4, are of bell crank form, and the free ends 49 
thereof are adapted to receive the base portion 58 
of a ring member 52, which ring member is pref 
erably covered with a flexible resilient tubing 53, 
and Which may be moved into position to fric 
tionally press against the butt portion of the rod 
43 to hold it against displacement, there being a 
suitable spring 54 provided biased between the 
ring 52 and the member 56 normally urging the 

* ring 52 away from the member 46. 
In the operation of the device, as described, it 

is normally transported in the position. ShoWn in 
Figure 3, being folded into a compact bundle to 
facilitate carrying the same. To set the device 
into operative position, the Spud 5 is Withdra Wn 
from the clip 23 and moved to a position Such as 
shown in Figure 1. The opposite end of the body 
member 7 is then camped to a boat Seat, it being 
noted that the clamp member 9 consists of two 
fingers 9', while the clamp member 10 comprises 

5 

10 

20 

2 5 

30 

3. 5 

40 

55 

2,317,445 
a tongueportion extending under the seat. This 
clamping arrangement insures that the body por 
tion 7 will be held against cocking movement 
when clamped to the boat seat. 
The wing nut 29 is then loosened and the rod 

supporting member 25 can then be moved into 
any desired position, such as indicated by the 
dotted lines 25' in Figure 4. The desired lateral 
adjustment being provided, the Wing nut 29 is 
tightened whereby the rod supporting member 
25 is locked into position. It will be apparent 
also that the member 25 may be moved longitudi 
nally relative to the body member along the 
slot 28. After the desired position of the men 
ber 25 has been secured, the wing nut 3 is loos 
ened and the arms 34 can then be rotated Out of 
the position shown in Figure 3 into any desired 
position, such as shown in Figure 1. The saddle 
member 38 is then rotated into a position to re 
ceive the pole adjacent its reel support, and the 
nut 42 can then be tightened to hold the saddle in 
its desired position. The end piece 46 is then ro 
tated upwardly away from the member 7 into a 
position to receive the butt end of the pole Within 
the socket 47, at the same time, the ring member 
52 being placed over the top of the butt handle to 
hold the butt of the rod within the Socket. The 
wing nut 47 can then be tightened to hold these 
parts in proper position whereby the pole Will be 
held in any desired position for trolling. 
With the various adjustments provided by the 

present invention, it is possible to point the pole 
or trolling rod in any desired position Vertically 
and laterally, whereby the rod may be held out 
normal to the direction of the movement of the 
boat, or may be directed angularly toward the 
rear or front end of the boat, or may also be 
raised or lowered in a vertical plane, depending 
upon the particular desires Of the fisherman. 
Also, when the device is not in use, it can be 
folded into a compact bundle for easy trans 
portation and storage. 
We are aWare that changes may be made in 

certain details of the present construction with 
out in any Way departing from the underlying 
principles thereof, and We therefore do not in 
tend to be limited, except as defined by the scope 
and Spirit of the appended claims. 
We claim: 
1. A trolling device for use in a boat having a 

transverse seat, comprising a main body portion 
having means at one end thereof for frictionally 
clamping the same to the edge of said seat, ad 
justable means hinged to the other end of Said 
portion forming a strut to the floor of said boat 
for supporting said body portion in a generally 
horizontal position, a carrier member pivotally 
mounted for horizontal movement on Said body 
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portion and movable longitudinally thereof, a sad 
dle member on said carrier member for receiving 
a fish pole adjacent its butt end and adjustable 
to Various angular positions, and a butt-receiving 
element hinged to one end of said carrier mem 
ber for receiving the butt end of said poie, the 
angular position of said saddle member deter 
mining the angle of elevation of said pole. 

2. A trolling device comprising a generally lon 
gitudinal body portion, means at one end thereof 
for frictionally elamping said end to the edge of 
a boat Seat, means hinged to the other end of 
said body portion forming a diagonal strut be 
tWeen the floor of the boat and said other end 
holding Said clamped end against displacement 
from said seat and supporting Said body portion 
in a generally horizontal position projecting away 




