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include a novel co bination of elements ag will
be presently described,

In addition to the above, my aim was to devise
8 cover of pleasing appearance but one that would
be positive in action and simple in construction.

I shall now describe my invention with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawing in which,

Fig. 1 is a top elevation of my improved cover
for cans;

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of my cover, partly
broken off, ang showing the manner in which
it may be operatively secured to the top of g
can;

Fig. 3 is a side elevation of Iy cover for cans,
showing its movable elementg out of engagement
with the top of the can on which it is seated;

Similar numerals refer to similar parts
throughout the several views,

The cover shown by me in the above drawings
comprises a circular blate 10 of a diameter slight-
ly larger than the diameter of a can to which
the cover is to pe secured. The plate contains

two diametrically Opposed apertures {1, disposed 1

close to its rim and

Justing screw 14, The flange is intended to bind
the top of the can, the screw serving to tighten
the frictional grip of the flange on the can,
On each side of plate 10, adjoining apertures i,
the plate is separated from the flange by a slot.
As will be noted, there are two such slots, marked
15and 1§ respectively,
Mounted on said plate 10, ang aligned with
are two posts 17, joined at the top

horizontal bar | 8, containing two holes spaced
from each other so as to fit over the outer diame-
ter of saig posts. In addition thereto, the bar
has at each end g

indicated by numeral 22, are aligned in a per-
pendicular position with respect to the circular
plate 10 and over the respective aperture 1,
ball is breferably made of metal, although a plas-
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able. - The spike is preferably conical in shape.
Cofled around posts 1T are expansion springs
23, bearinig at ‘top ‘against yoke 1 8, and bearing
at their lower ends against bar 19.

Midway, between the ends of bar 19 is a per-
pendicular column 24, affixed to the bar and
bassing upwardly through an aperture 31,

at the upper end to ac-
commodate therein a lever 25, fulcrumed in the
slot by means of s Cross pin 26. One arm of
the lever, namely the longer one, serves as a
handle 26, while the shorter arm, bears against
yoke 18. ‘

I shall now describe the use of my cover, In
order that it might be affixed to the top of a can,
flange 10 must be sufficiently loosened by means
over sald top. The cover is

top to cause spikes 22 to Perforate the top wall
29 of can 30. Flange 10 may now be tightened
by means of said screw (4,

It will be noted that the extent of the bene-
tration of the spikes into the top wall 29 is lim-
ited by balls 21. In their position right over
the spikes, and being partly nested in the depres-

lever 25, which is raised by means of handle 271
to a perpendicular position, whereby the shorter
arm 28, bearing against yoke 18, will cause col-
umn 24 to slide upwardly in aperture 81 in yoke
18. Ascolumn 214 is affixed to bar 18, it will raise

said bar and the spikes which are attached to

The perforations in the top of
the can are thus exposed and the contents of
the can may be boured out through slot 15 or
slot 16 as the case may be.

When it is desired to seal the perforations in
the top of the can, lever 25 is brought down from
its perpendicular position as shown in Fig. 3 to
its normal horizontal position shown in Fig, 2.
This causes the spikes to re-enter the perfora-
tions and the balls to seal them.

Having thus described my improvement and
its operation, what I wish to claim is the fol-
lowing: '

1. Cover for cans of the kind described com-

tic or some other material may he found sujt- b8 priéing 8 circular plate having two diametrically
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opposed apertures at its rim, a circular flange
depending therefrom to grip the top of the can
on which the cover is seated, a movable horizontal
bar, having at each end on its under-side a ball
with a spike projecting from it downwardly and
over the respective aperture in the plate, an
upright column on said bar and having a per-
pendicular slot in its upper end, a stationary
yoke above and parallel to the movable bar, being
supported at each end by a post mounted on the
plate and having @ centrally located passage for
the upright column, & coiled spring around each
post to keep the bar and the yoke in a yleldingly
spaced relation to each other, a two-armed.lever
fulcrumed in the slot of the column, one arm of
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said lever slidingly bearing against the upper’ -

surface of the stationary yoke to bring the mova-
ple bar with its spikes into or out of engagement
with the top of the can.

2. A cover for cans of the kind described, com-
prising a circular plate having two diametrically
opposed apertures ‘at the rim, a circular flange
depending therefrom to adjustably grip the top

2,344,843

of the can to which the cover is applied, & hori-
zontal slot in the flange on each side of the
plate adjoining the aperture therein, & movable
horizontal bar, having at each end on its under-
side, a ball with & spike projecting from it down-
wardly and over the respective aperture in the
plate, an upright column on said bar and hav-
ing a perpendicular slot in its upper end, a sta-
tionary yoke above and parallel to the movable
bar, being supported at each end by a post mount-
ed on the plate and having a centrally Jocated
passage for the upright column, 2 coiled spring
around each post to keep the bar and the yoke
in a yieldingly spaced relation to each other, &
two-armed lever, fulcrumed in the said slot of
the column, one arm of sald lever serving as a
handie, and the other bearing slidingly against

- the upper surface of the stationary yoke to ac-
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tuate the movable bar. by means of said column
and to bring said bar with its spikes into or
out of engagement with the top of the can.

STEPHEN N. DONNER.



