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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, JoHN E. LOWDER 

MILK and VALLIE J. LOWDERMILK, citizens 
of the United States, residing at Scottsburg, 
in the county of Scott and State of Indiana, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Pocket Match - Boxes, of 
which the following is a specification, refer 
ence being had to the accompanying draw 

OS. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

pocket match boxes and more particularly 
to a device of this character adapted to de 
liver one match at a time. 
The object of the invention is to provide a 

single delivery pocket match box which will 
be simple in construction so that it can be 
produced at a small cost and will be strong 
and durable in use, and convenient in Opera 
tion. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

the invention consists of the novel construc 
tion, combination and arrangement of parts, 
hereinafter fully described and claimed, 
and illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a match 
box constructed in accordance with the in 
vention; Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section; 
Fig. 3 is a transverse section; and Fig. 4 is 
an end view. 

Referring to the drawings by numeral, 1. 
denotes the body of the box which is here 
shown as of substantially elliptical shape in 
croSS section and has along its narrow or re 
duced side a longitudinal opening or slot 2 
for the discharge of the matches. The box 
is adapted to be carried in the pocket and is 
made of slightly greater length than the 
ordinary matches, consequently the opening 
2 extends from one end 3 to the other end 4 
of the box. The outlet or discharge opening 
2 is controlled by a swinging gate 5 of angu 
lar shape in cross section and of just suffi 
cient size to contain a single match, as will 
be understood on reference to Fig. 3. This 
gate or valve 5 is preferably constructed of 
a strip of metal bent transversely so that it 
is of angular shape or substantially semi 
cylindrical, it being of Sufficient length to 
extend from end to end of the body. The 
gate 5 is fixed to a longitudinal pivot rod 6, 
which latter extends through its channeled 
portion and has its ends rotatable in bearing 
openings in the end walls 3, 4, of the body. 
The inner side 7 of the gate is decidedly 

curved, while the outer side 8 is somewhat 
straight or flat and adapted to swing against 
the edge of the body at the opening or slot 
2, for the purpose of limiting the inward 
Swinging movement of the side 7. By con 
structing the gate in this manner it will be 
Seen, on reference to Fig. 3, that a single 
match will be permitted to enter the chan 
neled portion of the gate, and that the 
curved side 7 will act to prevent more than 
One match from entering the gate. 

It will be noted that the gate will at all 
times close the opening or slot 2 in the body, 
and that when it is rocked to bring the side 
7 into contact with one wall of the body, the 
match and gate will drop from the latter as 
the other side 8 Swings away from said wall 
of the slot 2 in the body. This construction 
therefore effectively prevents but one match 
being discharged or delivered at a time. 

It will be noted that both sides of the gate 
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serve as stops to limit the Swinging move 
ment of the same, the flat, outer side 8 being 
adapted to Swing against the Wall of the 
body of the box to limit the inward swing 
ing movement of the gate, and the curved 
or concave wall 7 being adapted to Swing 
against the inner face of the same Wall of 
the body of the box to limit the outward 
Swinging movement of the gate. 

Fixed to one of the projecting ends of the 
pivots 6 is an operating lever 10, the outer 
end of which is twisted and shaped to form 
a finger piece 11, and in order to maintain 
the valve or gate 5 normally in closed posi 
tion a guide eye 12 is provided on the lever 
10 for the free end of a spring 13, the other 
end of which latter is secured at 14 to the 
end wall 3. The other end wall 4 is com 
posed of stationary and Swinging Sections 
united by a hinge 15, the Swinging section 
16 serving as a cap or cover for an opening 
through which matches may be introduced 
into the body or box to fill the same. In 
order to maintain the Swinging end section 
or cover 16 in its closed position a spring 17 
is arranged within the body and has one of 
its ends fixed at 18 to the stationary section 
of the end Wall 4, and its free end Working 
in a guide eye 19 on the inner face of the 
Cover 16. 
From the foregoing it will be seen that 

the invention provides a simple and compact, 
convenient device of this character which 
may be carried in a pocket, and which will 
deliver but one match at a time. The sim 
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ple construction renders the device inex 
pensive to manufacture, and at the same 
time strong and durable. 

Having thus described the invention, what 
is claimed is: 
A single delivery pocket match box com 

prising a body provided with end walls and 
converging side walls, the latter forming a 
reduced portion for the body and having 
their longitudinal edges spaced apart to pro 
vide an opening, a pivot rod mounted in the 
end walls of the body and arranged at said 
opening, a Swinging gate for said opening 
in the body and having its central portion 
fixed to said pivot rod, the outer side portion 
of said gate being flat and adapted to Swing 
against the outer face of one. Wall of the body 
to limit the inward swinging movement of 
the gate, the inner side of said gate being 

curved or concaved and being adapted to 
Swing against the inner face of the last men 
tioned side wall of the body to limit the out 
Ward swinging movement of the gate, a hand 
lever fixed at one end of said pivot and ar 
ranged at one end of the body, a spring 
receiving loop on said lever, and a leaf 
spring having its free ends slidable in said 
loop and its other end fixed to the adjacent 
end wall of the body. 

In testimony whereof we hereunto affix 
our signatures in the presence of two wit 
IeSSeS. 

JOHN E. LOWDERMILK. 
WALLIE J. LOWDERMILK. 

Witnesses: 
LUTHER M. STARK, 
MARGARET STARK. 
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