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To all whom it may concerr:

Beit known that I, Joux HeBEr THARP, 2
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Cherokee, in the county of Crawford and
State of Kansas, have made certain new and
useful Improvements in Animal - Traps, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention is an improvement in animal-
traps; and it consistsin certainnovel construe-
tions and combinations of parts hereinafter
deseribed and claimed. )

Referring to the drawings forming a part
hereof, Figure 1 is a perspective view of my
invention. Fig. 2 is a transverse vertical
section. :

In the practical application of myinventio
I provide a case A, comprising a bottom plate

- @, a top plate ¢/, and the four angular corner-
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supports ¢*. A swinging platform B is hung
to the rear supports by means of the pivot-
pins b b, secured to the platform and extend-
ing through perforations in the supports. A
plunger C is mounted to slide in the angular
corner-supports and is provided on its edges
with depending teeth ¢ and upon its upper
surface with the eyes ¢’ ¢?, adapted to be en-
gaged by the projecting pins d d’ of a rock-
shaft D, journaled in bearings d* d* on the top
plate of the casing. The rock-shaft D is pro-
vided with the depending arm d*for engag-
ing a pin d* on the swinging platform to main-
tain the pins.d d’ in a horizontal position. A
spring E is arranged between the upper face
of the plunger and the top plate of the casing
for forcibly depressing the plunger when it is
released by the rocking of the shaft.

In operation the plunger is lifted against
resistance of the spring until the eyes thereon
engage the pins on the rock-shaft. The
shaft is then rocked by the depending arm to
bring the pins in horizontal position, and the
swinging platform is lifted until it engages a
notch @ in the depending arm, the tension of
the spring providing suflicient resistance be-
tween the depending arm and the pins to re-
tain the swinging platform in its elevated po-
sition. A slight addition to the weight of
the platform, however, will overcome the
friction, causing the platform to descend and
release the depending arm. The rocking of
the shaft allows the eyes to slip from the pins
and the plunger to descend.

It will be evident from the description that
my improved trap although simple in con-
struction isvery efficient in its operation. It
is easily set, and there is no complicated

mechanism to get out of order, all the parts
being easily replaced and there being but lit-
tle wear, since there are but few moving
parts.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. In an animal-trap, the combination of a
frame comprising a top and a bottom plate
secured together and spaced apart by angu-
lar corner-supports, a platform in the bottom
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of the frame and hinged to the rear thereof, a

pin projecting from the side of the platform,
a plunger slidably mounted within the cor-
ner-supports and provided on its edges with
depending teeth; eyes on the upper face of
the plunger, a rock-shaft journaled trans-
versely of the frame above the plunger and
provided with pins for engaging the eyes
thereof, a depending arm on the rock-shaft
for engaging the pin on the platform to pre-
vent rotation of the shaft, and a spring for
forcibly depressing the plunger when released
from the pins.

2. In an animal-trap, the combination of a
frame, a platform in the bottom of the frame
and hinged to the rear thereof, a pin project-
ing from the side of the platform, a plunger
slidably mounted within the frame and pro-
vided on its edges with depending teeth,
eyes on the upper face of the plunger, a rock-
shaft journaled transversely of the frame and
above the plunger, and provided with pins
for engaging the eyes thereof, a depending
arm on the rock-shaft for engaging the pin on
the platform to prevent rotation of the shaft,
and means for forcibly depressing the plun-
ger when released from the spring.

3. In an animal-trap, the combination of a

frame, a spring-actuated plunger mounted.

within the frame and provided on its edges
with depending teeth, eyes on the upper sur-
face of the plunger, a rock-shaft journaled in
the frame and provided with horizontal pro-
jecting pins for engaging the eyes to maintain
the plunger in its elevated position, means
for preventing rotation of the shaft, and
means whereby the entrance of an animal
within the frame may actuate said preventing
means to release the plunger.

4. In an animal-trap, the combination of a
frame, a rock-shaft journaled in the frame a
platform hinged within the frame, a spring-
actuated plunger mounted in the frame,
means on the rock-shaft for retaining the
plunger in its elevated position and means
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whereby the depression of the platform may
release the said retaining means.

5. In an animal-trap, the combination of a
frame, a rock-shaft journaled in the frame a
platform hinged within the frame, a spring-
actuated plunger within the frame, means on
the rock-shaft for retaining the plunger in its
elevated position and means connected with

the platform whereby the entrance of an ani-
mal upon the platform may release the re- 1o
taining means.

JOHN HEBER THARP.

Witnesses:
R. A. Bovick,
Braine Coiz.



