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Patented May 26, 1942 2,284,160 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,284,160 

DEVICE FOR PLACING BAG COVERS OVER 
GARMENTS 

Daniel J. McCarty, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Application September 11, 1939, Serial No. 294,227 
(CI. 226-18) 9 Claims. 

This invention relates to a device that may be 
used for the insertion of garments into bag cover 
ings. 
This application relates to apparatus of the . 

type disclosed in copending applications filed in 
the name of Daniel J. McCarty, Serial No. 
139,442, filed April 28, 1937 (now Patent No. 
2,182,156), and Serial No. 148,077, filed June 14, 
1937 (now Patent No. 2,226,173), each entitled 
"Device for placing bag covers over garments.' 

In garment cleaning and pressing establish 
ments, it has now become the custom to place 
a paper bag or covering Over the garment after 
cleaning or pressing, and prior to delivery to a 
Customer. Such bags are usually arranged with 
an open bottom, so that they may be slipped over 
a garment nung on a conventional clothes 
hanger. The clothes hanger is usually provided 
with a hook that can project through a small 
opening in the top of the bag. 
The act of placing the bag over a garment 

hanging on a hanger, has been clumsy and time 
consuming. Especially is this true where the 
garment is a full-length one; such as a woman's 
dress, or an overcoat or a suit of clothes. 

It is one of the objects of this invention to 
provide a device that makes it possible to place 
Such Covering bags easily Over the garment. 

It is another object of the invention to make 
it possible to store a large number of bags in a 
convenient manner and in a position ready for 
placing them over garments as desired. 

It is still another object of this invention to 
provide an apparatus of the character disclosed. 
including a closed cabinet for storing the bags. 
which is opened at the time it is desired to with 

0 

15 

20 

since the scope of this invention is best defined 
by the appended claims. 

Referring to the drawings: ' ' 
Figure 1 is a side view of a complete apparatus 

embodying the invention, the cabinet being shown 
in Section; . . - 

Fig. 2 is a front elevation of the cabinet, partly 
broken away, and in open position; 

Fig. 3 is a detail cross section of the cabinet 
as Seen. On plane 3-3 of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary top plan view of the 
cabinet; S. . 

Figs. 5. and 6 are detail sections as seen on 
correspondingly numbered planes of Fig. 2; 

- Fig. 7 is a section as seen on plane 7-7 of 
Fig. 6; 

Figs. 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 are detail sections 
as seen on correspondingly numbered planes of 
Fig. 2; . - 

Fig. 13 is a detail elevation partly in section 
of the lower part of the apparatus; 

Fig. 14 is a front elevation of the apparatu 
of Fig. 13; and 
- FigS. 15, 16, 17 and 18 are sections as seen 
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draw a bag, and is automatically closed upon 
completion of the act of placing the bag on the 
garment. - 

It is still another object of this invention to 
make it possible, by the mechanism, optionally. 
to place either a long or a short bag over a gar 
ment, as may be required by the character of the 
garment. 
This invention possesses many other advan 

tages, and has other objects which may be made 
more easily apparent from a consideration of one 
embodiment of the invention. For this purpose 
there is shown a form in the drawings accom 
panying and forming part of the present specifi 
cation. This form will now be described in detail, 
illustrating the general principles of the inven 
tion; but it is to be understood that this detailed 
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on the correspondingly numbered planes of Fig. 
13. - 

There are provided two stacks of garment bags 
20 and 2 (Figs. 1, 2 and 3), shown as of con 
ventional form, and identical except as to length. 
Each bag is open at the bottom and has an up 
Wardly extending tab. 22. The upper end of each 
bag converges, and there is an opening 23 im 
mediately below tab 22, formed as a narrow slit, 
through which the hook of a garment hanger may 

5 paSS. 
Such garment bags are available in different 

lengths to suit various garments. Thus, for ex 
ample the bags 20 are shown as relatively short, 
such as are used for enclosing jackets, short 
coats, SWeaters, blouses and other short gar 
ments. The bags 2 are shown as longer and 
are intended for use with suits and dresses, or 
Overcoats. 
The Cabinet which encloses the bags is ar 

ranged to provide an independent supporting 
means for each group of bags 20 and 2 . . Thus 
the bags may be positioned with their open, 
lower ends adjacent the lower end of the cabinet 
convenient for use regardless of their lengths. 
Since the supports for each group of bags are 
the same, the description of one will suffice for 
both. 
Thus, the garment bags 20 are supported at 

their upper ends by the aid of their tabs 22 
description is not to be taken in a limiting sense, 55 through which passes a supporting member 24 

  



(Figs. 2, 3, and 5). This supporting member is 
conveniently made in the form of a rod Or Spike 
with a pointed end which may be forced through 
the tabs 22. The support 24 is of sufficient length 
to accommodate a comparatively large number of 5 into engagement with lug. 39. 
bags 20, only a few being shown in the drawings. 
Some means to guard against the bags 20 slip 
ping off the support 24 is desirable, and a cotter 
pin 25 may be secured in the end of support 24 
for this purpoSe... . . - . . . . 
In order that one of the bags 20 may be pulled . 

downwardly over a garment and its hanger, pro 
visions are made for supporting a garment with 
its hanger immediately below the bags 20. The 

2,284,160 
retained against stop 4 by means of a latch arm 
43 which is pivotally supported on bar 42. A 
compression spring 44 which engages a down 
ward extension 45 of latch 43 urges the latch 

This latch is ef 
fective to maintain lug 39 against stop 4, thus 
holding pole, 26 in a vertical position, until re 
leased by the operator, in a manner now to be 
described. 10 Means are provided whereby, the operator may 
at will release the latch 43, as by foot pressure. 
Thus, a lever 50 carrying a small pedal 5? at its 
extremity is secured to a shaft 52 pivotally 
mounted in arms 34 just above the carriage 33. A 

structure for effecting this result is illustrated in 15 lever 53 having a cam surface engaging latch arm 
Figs. 1, 13 and 14. - . - 

such that downward movement of pedal 5 will 
cause arm 53 to swing the latch 43 about its 

To utilize this structure, it is desirable that 
the bags 20 be supported at a sufficient height. 
above the floor 9 so that an operator in standing 

45 is mounted on shaft 52. The arrangement is 

pivot and out of engagement with lug 39. A 
position may be able conveniently to grasp the 20 torsion spring 54 is mounted on shaft 52 between 
bottom of one of the bags to pull it downwardly. 
A structure is provided for supporting-a-gar-- 

ment hanger 27 with a garment 29 thereon, im 
mediately below the garment bags 20.or, 21. This 

lever 53 and one of arms. 34. One:end of spring 
54 is attached to lever 53 and the other end to 
arm 34, the Spring being so wound as to urge the 
shaft in a counterclockwise direction to bring a 

supporting structure includes a pole 26, which 25 lug 55 carried by the hub of lever 50 against a 
carries at its upper end a bracket 28 provided 
with a hook like extension at one side over, which .. 
the garment hanger-21 may be placed. (see Fig.1). 

Pole 26 is adapted to be maintained normally: 

stop pin 56 on the adjacent. arm 34. (Figs. 14 
and 15). . . . . -- ... . . . . 
When it is desired to swing pole 26 out of its 

Vertical position, pedal 5 is depressed, swinging 
in the upright position shown in Fig. 1. The 30 latch 43 downwardly out of engagement with lug 
hanger 27 on which the garment 29 is hung is 
supported at the top of pole 26 by the aid of 
bracket 28. In this position one of the bags can 
be pulled over the garment 29 by pulling the bag. 

39. Pole 26 may then be swung clockwise about 
pivot. 35 against the force exerted by weight 38. 
When the pole, 26 is released, weight 38 swings 
downwardly, returning the pole to a vertical po 

downwardly, tearing its tab 22 off the support. 24. 35 sition. Iug. 39 passes. over, latch: 43 and strikes. 
In order to facilitate removal of the garment 

29 with its hanger 27 from pole 26, this pole is 
pivotally supported as by the aid of a bracket 
structure 30 (Figs. 1 and 13). . . . . . . . 
This bracket structure 30, may include a bar 

bent to a triangular form, having a horizontal 
portion 3 and a vertical portion 32 adapted to be 
fastened to the wall 40 so that the horizontal 
portion 3 f extends outwardly from the wall near 

stop. 4, Spring 44. urging latch. 43 into engage 
ment with the lug. 39 and locking, it against the 
stop: - - - - - - - - - - 

For convenience: in operation, and as hereto 
40 fore stated, the bags 20 and 24 should be sus 

tained at a sufficient height-to-permit their ready 
manipulation by an operator standing on the 
floor 19. To facilitate-loading the bag support 
24, an elevating; and lowering mechanism is pro 

the floor 9 and a substantial distance below the 45: Vided, whereby the support 24 may be lowered 
bags 20, 21. A carriage 33 (Figs. 13, 14, 15 and 
16) is slidably supported on bar:3 and carries a 
pair of spaced upwardly directed arms 34. A 
pivot pin 35 extends between the arms 34 and 

socket. 37 at its upper end for receiving the pole: 
26. In this way, the pole is permitted to swing: 
with respect to the bracket 30, and the wall about 
pivot 35. Accordingly when it is desired to un 
load the garment 29 and its hanger 27 from pole 
26, the pole structure may be tilted away from 
the wall 40 bringing its upper end out from under 
the bags 20, as indicated by broken lines in:Fig.1. 
The garment hanger 27 and the garment 29-to 
gether with the encompassing bag. 20 may then, 
be removed from the pole for delivery of the 
garment to a customer. The bracket structure: 
30 forms a permanent installation beneath the 
cabinet. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Provisions are made to ensure; the return of 
the pole 26 to its initial, or vertical, position as 
soon as released by the operator. For this pur 
pose, member 36- is provided with a heavily. 
weighted portion 38 below, the pivot 35. To 
maintain the pole in the vertical position, mem 
ber 36 has a depending lug 39, adapted to engage: 
a stop 4f supported on carriage 33 by means of 
an upright bar. 42. When pole 26 returns from 
the dotted position of Fig.1, lug. 39 travels coun 
terclockwise until it engages stop 4: Eug. 39 is: 
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to receive the bags, 20, after which it may be 
elevated to its desired-height. - - - - - For this-purpose: there is provided an enclosing 

- - cabinet. 66, best shown in Figs., 2 and 3, having 
pivotally supports a member 36, provided with a 50 sides 61 and 68 and front-panel 69, and supported 

directly on wall 40. which may form the back of 
the cabinet. This cabinet serves not only to pro 
vide a support for the bags; but keeps them clean 
and protects them from dust and moisture. 
The lowering and elevating mechanism in 

cludes a pulley and drum device and a carriage. 
10 operated...thereby. This carriage supports at 
its upper end the bag support 24. The support. 
24 extends through the carriage 70 and is secured 
directly to a bracket 7 on the rear-side of car 
riage 10 as by a machine screw 72 (see Fig. 5). 
Carriage 70 is guided for vertical movement by 
the aid of grooved guide members or cleats 13. 
and 74 fastened to the inside of side walls. 6 and 
68 respectively. . . . . . . . 
Guide members 73 and 74 extend substantial 

ly the entire vertical distance within cabinet 66. 
As shown in Figs. 1 and 4, pulleys: 76 and Tt are 
provided on top of the cabinet over which passes. 
a flexible element such as a light rope or cord 
78. One reach of Gord 78 is attached to bracket. 
7, while the other reach of cord 78 is intended 
to be wound on a drum 79 located near the bot 
tom of the cabinet. This: drum is shown in Fig. 

758 as having pintles 80 and 81 journaled in bear. 
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ing members 82 and 83 fastened to the inside 
Surfaces of Side Walls 6 and .68. Pintle 80 ex 
tends through side wall 67 and has a Squared 
end portion 84 adapted to receive a detachable 
ratchet handle 85 or the like indicated in dotted 
lines in Fig. 2. Handle 85 provides means for 
rotating drum 9 in a direction to Wind cord 78 
thereon and thus raise carriage 70 together with 
bags 20. To retain the carriage in its elevated 
position, a ratchet wheel 86 is Secured to the 
end of drum 9 (Figs. 8 and 9) and cooperates 
with dog 87. This dog is mounted on a short 
shaft or pin 88 which is pivotally supported in 
the cabinet wall 67, and extends therethrough, 
having a handle 89 secured to its outside-portion. 
The dog 87 is urged by its own weight into en 
gagement with ratchet wheel 86 and thus pre 
vents rotation of drum 79 in a direction to lower 
carriage 7). When it is desired to lower car 
riage 70, the dog 8 is lifted out of engagement 
with Wheel 86 by means of handle 89. This per 
mits the carriage to descend by its own Weight. 

It will be clear from the foregoing that the 
carriage 70 may be raised the required distance 
to bring the lower ends of the bags to the desired 
height. Thus bags of different lengths may be 
used, and by providing a plurality of carriages, 
such as 70, bags of different lengths may be ac 
commodated in the cabinet. . Thus, in Figs. 1, 2 
and 3, a Second group of bags 2 of greater 
length than bags 20, are shown as Supported on 
a carriage. 90, behind carriage 70. This car 
riage 90 is arranged to be raised and lowered by 
means of a drum 9, about which one reach of a 
cable 05 is wound. The cable 05 passes over 
a single pulley 06 on top of the cabinet 66 (Fig. 
4) and is secured to carriage 90, all in a manner 
Similar to that just described. 
In order to ensure that the bags in each group 

hang compactly, a bar, as 92, is Supported on 
each carriage as by a bracket 93 (see Figs. 6 and 
7) Secured at the top of the carriage adjacent 
the Supporting bracket 7. Bar 92 has a long 
portion 94 adapted to hang Substantially ver 
tically and about half the length of the bags 
with which it is to be used, as well as a short 
right angled portion 95 which engages a hole.96 
in the bracket. . . . 

Bracket 93 is of inverted U-form, the hole.96 
being only in its outer leg and being slotted as 
indicated at 97. Bar 95 carries a pin 98, which, 
when bar 94 is vertical, is out of registry with 
slot 97. By swinging bar 94 to the right. (Fig. 7), 
pin 98 may be alined with slot 97, and bar 95 in 
Serted in hole 96 until the end of Said bar en 
counters the back leg of bracket 93. If bar. 94 
is now allowed to a SSume a vertical position, the 
pin 98 will move out of allinement with slot 97, 
and bar 92 will be retained in position with its 
lower portion pressing on the bags (see Figs. 1 
and 7.) 
With two groups of bags, each separately sup 

ported, the lower ends of the bags in each group 
are spaced apart by an appreciable horizontal 
distance as indicated in Fig. 1. Since it is de 
sirable that the upper end of pole 26 should be 
as nearly as possible directly under the bag which 
is to be pulled downwardly over the supported 
garment, provision is made for moving carriage 
33 carrying pole 26 toward and away from the 
Wall 40. Thus, referring to Figs. 13, 14 and 16 
it will be seen that carriage 33 is slidably. Sup 
ported on bar 3 and is guided for longitudinal 
movement thereon by depending lugs 00, Of. 
To retain the carriage 33 in adjusted position, 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

55 

60 

65 

75, 

3. 
a Spring pressed detent 02 is mounted on bar 
42 of the carriage. This detent optionally en 
gages either of notches: or holes 03 or 04 in 
bar 3. When detent 02 is in engagement with 
notch 03, the pole 26 is allined for use, with the 
Outer group of bags 20, as shown.. If it is de 
sired to aline the pole with the inner group of 
bags 2, detent 02 is raised manually out of 
engagement with the notch 03, and carriage.33 
shifted inwardly until the detent engages notch 
04. . - 

To permit access to the cabinet 66 for with 
drawing ... the bags. 20, 2 as needed, the lower 
part of the cabinet is provided with a closure 
member 07 (Figs. 1, 2, 11 and 12) which in 
cludes a portion 08 cooperating with the front 
69 of the cabinet as well as a portion 09 coop 
erating With the floor or bottom O of the cab 
inet, entirely to close the cabinet when member 
0 is in closed position. s 
When closure OT is in the open position of 

Figs. 2, 11 and 12, the lower end of a bag may be 
readily grasped and the bag pulled down out of 
the cabinet, and over the garment. Or if it is 
desired to place a new supply of bags in the cabi 
net, this may be readily accomplished by lower 
ing carriage 70 to the bottom of the cabinet, 

In order to protect the bags in the cabinet 
from dust, moisture, etc., it is desirable that 
closure member 97 be in the closed position 
except at Such times as bags are being with 
drawn. For this purpose, means are provided 
urging the closure 07 to closed position at all 
times; for example the member f0.7 may be 
mounted on spring hinges 2. Further, some 
type of catch, such as commonly used on cup 
board doors may be provided as indicated at 3 
to hold member 07 releasably closed. . 
To retain member 07 in open position while 

a bag is being withdrawn, latch mechanism is 
provided, and means are included to release the 
latch after the pole 26 has been lowered to 
remove the bagged garment therefrom. As 
shown in Figs. 11 and 12, a latch bar f 5 has its 
outer end pivoted at 6 to the under side of 
floor 09 near the point where member 7 is 
hinged. Near the inner end of latch bar f 5, a 
slot f is provided through which a supporting 
screw 8 passes, serving to slidably support bar 
ff 5 from the bottom if 0 of the cabinet. The 
innermost extremity of bar 5 is turned up to 
form a tooth 9; and a cooperating tooth 20 
is carried by one arm 2 of a bell crank. 22 
pivotally supported on floor 0. Arm 2, as 
shown most clearly in Fig. 11, is disposed at such 
an angle with respect to its axis as to conform 
to the direction of latch bar i? 5. The tooth 
20 may project through one aperture 48 in the 

floor of the cabinet. The other arm f 23 of the 
bell crank engages a cam 25 carried by a shaft 
26, Supported at one end by a bearing 27. The 
cam f 25 serves to limit the downward movement 
of tooth 20 due to the weight of arm 2. 
When closure member 107 is swung to open 

position (Fig. 11), tooth 9 on bar 5 passes 
under tooth 20, which has a sloping inner sur 
face. The arm 2 is thus raised, together with 
the tooth 20 until tooth 9 has passed beneath 
arm f2, when tooth 20 drops behind tooth 9 
as shown in Fig. 12. This prevents member to 
from closing in response to the urge of spring 
hinges 2. 
When it is desired for closure (01 to close, 

latch 2 is raised to bring tooth 120 out of en 
gagement with tooth 19, thus permitting the 

  



4. 
closure to swing shut in response to the: urger of 
hinges f2. Means are provided whereby latch 
2 is so released by the return of pole. 26 to its 

vertical position; Thus, shaft 26 extends to 
about the center of cabinet. 66 (Figs...11 and 12). 
where it is supported in a bearing bracket 28 

5. 

and carries crank arm 29 (Figs. 11, 12, and 13). 
A tension spring 30-connected between the bear 
ing bracket 28, and crank 29 resiliently, main 
tains crank 29 and cam 25 in the positions 
shown, that is, to allow latch f2 to engage tooth 
if 9. By pulling downwardly on the crank. 29, 
cam 25 will be rotated so as to lift latch f 20 out 
of engagement with tooth- 9. The manner in 
which this is accomplished will now be described. 
A pair of spaced arms. 33, 34 mounted on bar 

3f provide bearings for a rock, shaft -35 (see . 
Figs. 13, 15, 17 and 18). The end of shaft 35. 
adjacent wall 40 carries a cross arm 36.One end 
of which is attached to crank: 129 by means of a 
light flexible cable or wire; 37. A bar -38 spaced 
from shaft 35, and parellel therewith extends 
from the other ends of the cross arm 36 and is 
shown in this instance as integrally joined to 
shaft 35 as by a bend 39: -- 

Pivotally supported on the rear end of car 
riage 33 is a trigger f4? having an upstanding 
arm 42 normally maintained in the path of 
lug. 39 by a torsion spring 43. Trigger 42 also 
has a right angle extension 44 which is adapted 30: 
to engage the under side of a bar 45, one end 
of which may be conveniently pivoted on the 
shaft 46 which carries trigger f4. The other 
end of bar. 45 is pivotally and slidably connected 
to bar 38 by a link 47 (Fig. 17), Link 47 
may be secured to the end of bar 45 in any con 
venient manner as by a screw 49. . . . . . . . 
When pole 26 is swung downwardly, as for 

example to remove a garment and hanger after 
they have been placed in a bag, socket member 
36 is swung upwardly in a clockwise direction 
from the position of Fig. 13. This causes lug 
39 to encounter arm 42 of the trigger. At and 
Swing the trigger in a counterclockwise direction 

4 out of the path of the lug against the force of 
spring 43. The spring 43-returns the trigger 
4f to its initial position as soon as lug 39 has 

passed. When pole: 26 is released, allowing 
socket member 36 to return to its initial position, 
lug. 39 again strikes arm 42, this time swing 
ing trigger 4 in a clockwise direction and caus 
ing extension 44 to swing-bar 45 upwardly 
about its support on shaft f46. By means of 
connection 47 and bar:38, this in turn rotates 

55. shaft 35 so as to pull cable 37: downwardly. 
The downward movement of cable f37 by means 
of crankf29 rotates shaft 26 together with cam 
25, raising latch f 20 out of engagement with 

tooth 9. The sliding-connection provided be 
tween link 47 and bar 38 permits the carriage 
33 to be moved to alline the pole, 26. with either 
group of bags 20 or 2, without disturbing the 
operation of the cable release: 37. - 
The mode of operation of the apparatus may 

now be set forth. When it is desired to load 
either of the supports 24 with garment bags, 
the door 07 is open and is held in the position." 

O 

5 

20. 
ly, shifting carriage 33. 

2,284,160 
the bottoms of the bags are just above the bot 
tom of the cabinet. For convenience in use, it is 
preferable; that the bags in the front group be 
raised so that their bottoms are a short distance, 
say about an inch, higher than the bottoms of 
the bags in the rear group, as shown in Fig. 1. 
A sufficient number of bags to provide a supply 
for a considerable period may thus be supported. 
The door 07: may now be allowed to close, as by 
a manual downward pull on cable 3. 
With a supply of garment bags disposed on 

their supports within cabinet 66, the door C7 
is: normally closed. When it is desired to place 
a garment within a bag, the door or closure? O7 
is first manually opened by the operator and 
SWung to its fully opened position in Which it is 
retained by the described latch mechanism. 
A garment 29 on a hanger-21 is then supported 

on hook; 28 of the pole 26 which is positioned 
under the proper group of bagsby appropriate 

As shown, a relatively 
short garment is to be placed in a bag, hence 
pole 26 is positioned beneath the short bags 20. 

... Then one of the bags 20 is pulled downwardly off 
, the support: 24, tab 22 of the bag being torn, 
and the bag finally telescoping over the pole 
26 and garment 29. Pole 26 can now be swung 
outwardly and downwardly, as indicated by the 

3. 

4. 

50. 

dotted lines of Fig. 1...to a convenient position 
for removing the garment hanger 27, and the 
garment 29 together with the enclosing bag from 
the pole. Upon releasing the pole 26, it will re 
turn to its vertical position. Just , before... it 
reaches the vertical, it operates, the trigger 
mechanism, and releases the latch holding door 
07. Open, The door will thus close, remaining 

closed until it is desired to enclose another gar 
ment in a bag when the cycle just described may 
be repeated. - 

What is claimed is: , 
1. In apparatus of the character described, a 

cabinet having an opening adjacent its lower 
end, means for Suspending one or more garment 
bags at their upper ends within the cabinet, a 
closuremember for said: opening, a pole adapted 
to Support a garment hanger and having an ext 
tremity that may be positioned below said bags 
as an initial position, Said pole being pivotally 
Supported whereby the pole may be swung from 
Said initial position, and means cooperating 
with the pole; and the closuremember and op 
erable; upon the return. of the pole to its initial 
position for actuating the closure member to 
closed position. . . . . . . - . 

2. In apparatus of the character described, a 
cabinet having an opening adjacent its lower 
end, means for Suspending one or more garment 
bags at their upper ends within the cabinet, a 

60. 

65. 

by tooth, 20; the drum 79 or 91 as the case 
may be is operated to slower the carriage, car 
rying the support, to the bottom, of the cabinet 70: 
66. In this position, the bags are placed by the 
aid of tabs 22, on the support 24, after which: 
cotter pin 25 is inserted in the support to pre 
vent their accidental displacement. The drum 
is then operated to raise the carriage. So that 75. 

closure member for said opening, means resili 
ently urging. Said member to closed position, 
latch means adapted to hold said member open, 
a pivotally mounted pole adapted to support a 
garment: hanger and having an extremity that 
may be: positioned below the bags as an initial 
position, and means cooperating with the pole 
and the latch means and operable upon a move 
ment of the pole about its pivot for releasing. 
said latch means. 

3. In apparatus of the character described, a 
cabinet. having an opening adjacent its lower 
end, means for suspending one or more garment 
bags at their upper-ends within the cabinet, a 
closure. member. for said opening, means resili 
ently urging said member to closed position, 
latch means adapted to hold said member open, 
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a pivotally mounted pole adapted to support a 
garment hanger, Said pole being so arranged 
that when it is in a substantially vertical posi 
tion an extremity of the pole Will be positioned 
below the bags, means tending to maintain said 
pole in said vertical position, and trigger mech 
anism Cooperating With the pole and the latch 
means for releasing Said latch means and Op 
erable only by return of the pole to the Vertical 
pOsition. 

4. In apparatus of the character described, 
means for Supporting one or more garment bags 
at their upper ends, a pole adapted to Support a 
garment hanger, a carriage providing a pivotal 
Support for said pole, means opposing movement 
of the pole about said pivot, and a Support for 
said carriage, said carriage being slidable on 
said support whereby the pole may be positioned 
optionally beneath different bags. 

5. In apparatus of the character described, a 
plurality of carriages, means for moving the car 
riages independently in a vertical direction, 
means Supported by each carriage for Suspend 
ing one or more garment bags at their upper 
ends, a pole adapted to support a garment 
hanger, a carriage providing a pivotal Support 
for said pole, means opposing movement of the 
pole about said pivot, and a support for said pole 
carriage, said pole carriage being slidable on Said 
support whereby the pole may be positioned op 
tionally beneath different bags. 

6. In apparatus of the character described, a 
cabinet having an opening adjacent its lower end, 
means for suspending one or more garment bags 
at their upper ends within the cabinet, a closure 
member for said opening, means resiliently urg 
ing said member to closed position, latch means 
adapted to hold said member open, a pivotally 
mounted pole adapted to support a garment 
hanger, said pole being so arranged that when 
it is in a substantially vertical position an ex 
tremity of the pole will be positioned below the 
bags, means resiliently urging said pole to said 
vertical position, catch mechanism to maintain 
the pole in the vertical position, means to release 
said catch, and means cooperating with the pole 
and the latch means and operable upon a return 
of the pole to said vertical position for releas 
ing the latch means. 
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7. In apparatus of the character described, a 

cabinet having an opening adjacent its lower 
end, means for suspending one or more garment 
bags at their upper ends within the cabinet, a 
closure member for said opening, means resili 
ently urging said member to closed position, a 
pair of latch members respectively supported by 
the cabinet and the closuremember adapted to 
Cooperate to maintain the closure in open posi 
tion, cam mechanism for disengaging the latch 
members, a pole adapted to support a garment 
hanger below the bags, means forming a pivotal 
support for the pole, means resiliently opposing 
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movement of the pole to SWing the garment 
hanger away from the bags, trigger mechanism 
operable by the return of the pole to its posi 
tion below the bags, and means forming a con 
nection between the cam mechanism and the 
trigger mechanism whereby actuation of the trig 
ger mechanism will disengage the latch mem 
bers and allow the resilient means to close the 
closure member. 

8. In apparatus of the character described, a 
fixed support, a carriage slidable on said support, 
a shaft rotatably mounted on said support and 
extending in the direction of movement of said 
carriage, a bar pivotally supported on the car 
riage, means to Swing said bar about its pivot, a 
Second shaft parallel to the rotatably supported 
shaft and spaced radially therefrom, means 
forming a crank arm connecting the shafts, and 
a connection between the bar and said second 
shaft, whereby swing of the bar will rotate the 
first shaft, said connection being SO arranged as 
to permit relative. axial adjustment between the 
bar and the Second shaft. 
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9. In apparatus of the character described, a 
cabinet having a door, a stock of garment bags 
Supported by the cabinet, means whereby a gar 
ment may be supported in position to permit a 
bag to be placed over the garment when the door 
is opened, said means being movable to a gar 
ment discharging position, and means cooperat 
ing with the garment Supporting means and the 
door and responsive to movement of Said gar 
ment supporting means, for causing said door to 
close. 

DANIEL J. MCCARTY. 


