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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, C. NoRPEL, of Newark, 

Licking county, in the State of Ohio, have 
invented a new and useful mode of connect 
ing railroad-cars with a coupling that will 
connect itself by simply pushing the cars to 
gether and also disconnect in case a car gets 
off the track or by the breaking of a bridge 
or culvert prevent that part of the train 
which remains on the track from being 
thrown down embankments or chasms and 
destroy life and property. This self-acting 
railroad - car coupling will disconnect the 
moment one of the above accidents takes 
place when in motion; and I do hereby de 
clare that the following is a full, clear, and 
exact description of the construction and op 
eration of the same, reference being had to 
the annexed drawings, making a part of this 
specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a side elevation, and Fig. 2 is 
a plan view; Figs. 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 details. 
I construct a square flaring mouthpiece to 

receive the coupling bar as shown at, S, Figs. 1 and 2 in the accompanying drawing, with 
two jaws A and K attached to it. In the 
lower one of these jaws I insert a beam B 
and in the upper one a pin L, which con 
nects on a hook formed head C on the beam 

D and slide E. Said slide I attach to the 
jaw A at Y, as shown in Fig. 2, and keep in 
its proper place by a catch W, which I hold 
with a small spring X, represented in Fig. 7. 

35 I also construct two wings G, G, which turn 
- on a hinge at H, and connect them with a 

slide E at I, as shown in Figs. 1, 2, and 6. 
By combining the slide E and the two wings 
G, G, as described I can move the said slide 40 with one or the other of these wings and 
bring one of the openings F in Fig. 6 to cor 
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B. Said beam is kept in its place by a pin 

respond with that opening W in the lower 
jaw, so that the pin D can pass up throughi 
and the beam B move on its fulcrum and re: 
lax its hold on the pin L. For making itself 
connecting I construct the said pin L, which 
works in a slot M in the upper jaw, as fol. 
lows: The upper end of pin L forms anec: 
centric O in combination with a curved slo 
N. When the pin L is moved back the ec 
centric will enter into the opening P, as 
shown in Fig. 4, stropy in its: as soon as the slot. W in the coupling bar 
has passed the extreme end of the pin when 
it is guided by a part of the mouthpiece a 
T and steady it when in its place and pull 
ing sidewise. To accomplish this movement. 
as herein described I have a fishtailed 
formed end on the coupling bar Qwhich in 
case a car gets of the track, falling off 
bridge or culvert, &c., will strike one oft 
wings G and move the slide E as hereinde 
scribed; and, lastly, to keep the pin Litha 
holds that end of the coupling bar Q that 
has the short slot from sliding back when 
connecting the cars I have a wedge set 
shown in Figs. 1, 3, and 4. ... . 
What I claim as my invention and desir 

to secure by Letters Patent is the arrang 
ment as herein described. . . . . . 

1. Of the jaw. A with the beam B and pin 
D for the purpose aforesaid. . . . . . . . 

2. Of the jaw K with the pin L combined 
with the coupling bar Q and fishtailed end 
R for the purpose herein described. 

3. Of the two wings G, G, combined with 
the slide E for the purpose herein describe 

CONRAD NORPE 
Witnesses: 

RoBT. D. GRAY, 
J. W. GRAY. 

  

  

  

  

    

    

  

    

  

    

  

  

    

  


