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To all whom it may concerw:
Beitknown thatwe, CHARLES H. MERRILL,
of Stoddard, in the county of Cheshire, and
Louis A. BUTLER of Hillsborough, in the
5 county of Hillsborough, State of New Hamp-
shire, have made certain new and useful Im-
provements in Devices for Airing Bedcloth-
ing, of which the following is a description
sufficiently full, clear, and exact toenable any
10 person skilled in the art or science to which
said invention appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, forming part of this speci-
fication,in which—
Figure 1 is a plan view showing the foot-
board of a bed with our improvement at-
tached; Fig. 2, a vertical transverse section
of the same, and Fig. 3 a section taken on
line 3 3 in Fig. 2.
Like letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in the dlfferent figures of the
drawings.
Our 1nvent1on relates especially to adevice
attachable to the foot-board or other suitable
25 portion of a bed and adjustable thereon for
supporting the mattress and clothing of the
bed when thrown over said board for the pur-
pose of airing the same; and it consists in
certain novel features hereinafter fully set

30 forth and claimed, the object being to pro-
duce a simple, cheap, and effective article of
this character.

The nature and operation of the improve-
ment will be understood by those conversant

35 with such matters from the following expla-
nation.

In, the drawings, A represents the foot-
board of an ordinary bedstead. To thisboard
plates d are secured, said plates being pro-

40 vided with eyes b. In these eyes arms C are

I35

20

pivoted toswing horizontally, said armsbeing
constructed, respectively, from single strands
of wire rod bent upon itself forming an eye ¢,
and then twisted at f, the two ends of therod
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being spread and inserted in the respective 43
plate eyes b. Asthus formed, the rods make
swinging brackets, the lower arms of which
are Wound to form a coiled spring w to re-
lieve the vertical strain on said brackets.
Torsion-springs k. on each of the bracket- 5o
pivots act to throw said brackets outward.

In the outer end of each bracket vertically-
arranged eyebolts hare swiveled. A wooden
rod D provided at each end with a head or
knob g, is passed through the eyebolts on 55
the brackets, said eyes being fitted to slide
thereon.

‘When not in use, the brackets are folded
against the foot-board, the eyes % slipping on
the wooden rod, as indicated by dotted lines 60
in Fig. 1.

By throwing the brackets outward until at

right angles to the foot- board, where they are
held by the torsion-springs with their eyes A
in engagement with the knobs g, a support is 63
formed which will receive and hold the bed-
clothing, preventing it from falling to the
floor when thrown over said foot-board in a
manner which will be understood without.a -
more explicit description. 70

Having thus explained ourinvention, Wha‘o
we clalm is—

The bedsteadin combination with the arms,

C, constructed of single strands of wire bent

to form springs, w, supports on the bedstead 75
in which said arms are pivoted to swing later-
ally; eyes swiveled in the outer ends of said
arms; springs for throwing said arms out-
wardly; and the wooden rod, D, disposed in -
said eyes and on which they are fitted to 8o .
slide whereby the arms may be folded against
the bedstead substantially as set forth.
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