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To all whom it may concern:

Be itknown that I, WILLIAM A. GAY, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
Newark, county of Essex, and State of New
Jersey, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Penholders, of which the
following is a specification, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, forming
a part thereof, in which similar lettersof ref-
erence indicate corresponding parts in all the
figures. '

This invention relates to pen holders and
has for its object to provide means for secur-
ing the pen in place and for quickly removing
the same. There are many disadvantages of
the present style of such devices, among which
are that the pivot of the clamping device em-
ployed extends through the sides of the holder
and causesirritation to the fingers which rest
upon the edge of the pivot, and also that the

handle or lever of the clamp projects out-,

wardly against the fingers, causing similar
discomfort. My invention is primarily de-
signed to obviate these difficunlties, and fur-
ther to provide means for clamping either a
small or large pen within the holder, and also
to produce a device or attachment which ma,
be sprung into any ordinary holder in whic
it is desired toincorporate my improvements.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and arrangement of parts herein-
after fully described.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of a penholder embodying
my invention in the position it assumes in
writing, the same being shown as held in the
hand. Fig.2isan elevation of a portion of the
penholder, the forward end thereof being in
Tongitudinal central section. Fig. 3 is asimi-

lar view wherein the extension of the pen--

holder on which the device is mounted is re-
movable. ~ Figs. £and 5 are edge views of the
devices shown, respectively, in Figs. 2 and 3.

In the practice of my invention,I form the
shank A of thepen holder with a forward ex-
tension A’, having a vertical groove A?there-
in, in which is pivoted, by means of the pivot
o/, a cam a, square upon its gripping surface
and provided with a forwardly ranging leverd.

In the under side of the tube B, which forms
part of the holder, I form a slot ¢ extending
from the front of the said tube rearwardly to

the lavel of the groove A?in the extension A’.

The lever b, which extends appreciably be-:

yond the openor front end of the tube B, may
thus be drawn ontwardly and downwardly as
indicated by dotted lines in Figs. 2 and 3,
though the depths of the slot ¢ and of the

' groove A? are such that the said lever cannot

be depressed further than at right angles to
the tube. - .

The raising and lowering of the lever b re-
spectively bring the cam ¢ in and out of en-
gagement with the side of the tube B-oppo-
site that wherein the slot ¢ is formed, be-
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tween which and the cam g the pen d is asu- -

ally inserted, and in this side I form two
longitudinal corrugations or indentations e
struck in the metal to form ridges ¢’ upon the
interior of the tube, the object of such corru-
gations being to insure the rigid grasping of

-the pen, as unless the curve thereof were a
‘counterpart of the segment of the tube against

which the pen ordinarily rests, no proper
clamping of the same could ordinarily be ef-
fected; but in my improved form of pen
holder, the pen does not come in contact di-
rectly with the tube proper, but rests against
these ridges ¢/, and the direction of force of
the cam being between the ridges, the pen is
gripped by three distinct surfaces.

The operation is as ordinarily, with the ex-
ception that by reason of the forward orout-
ward projection of the lever b, whereby it is
out of contact with the fingers when the pen
is in position, such lever is moved rearwardly
to release the pen instead of forwardly as
heretofore.

The extension of the shank A may be re-
movable as shown in Fig. 8, wherein I have

‘provided, in place of the said oxtension, an -

open tubular body C of less diameter than, and
arranged eccentrically within the tube B, and
somewhat elliptical in order to engage with
that portion of the tube against which it
rests. This tubular body C is open upon its
under side and provided with inwardly ex-
tending flanges f throngh which the pivot a’
of the cam o extends. This body C may thus
be sprung in the tube of an ordinary pen
holder, and it is but necessary to cut in the
holder-tube a slot ¢, whereupon the same is
transposed into one of the class.to which my
invention appertains, ,
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The advantages resultant from the use of
my invention will be obvious from the fore-
going description, not only by the provision
of improved means for grasping the pen and
for providing a detachable device applicable
to any pen holder, but also by reason of the
pivot on which the cam is mounted being
wholly concealed within the holder, whereby
it does not project even slightly therethrough,
and thelever being pushed forwardly to clamp

.the pen isoutof contact with the hand. Fur--

thermore, the square face of the cam prevents
any possible slipping of the pen.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a pen holder, a cam for clamping the
pen in place, pivoted to a support located
wholly within the holder tube, substantially
as shown and deseribed.

2. In a pen holder, a cam pivoted within the
same to clamp the pen in place, and a lever
thereon to actuate the same, the said lever
projecting forwardly from the cam when the
same engages the pen, and being depressible
to the vertical position only, substantially as
shown and described.

3. In a pen holder, a cam for clamping the
pen in place, pivoted to a support located
wholly within the holder tube, and a lever
thereon projecting forwardly therefrom and
beyond the front of the tube when the cam
engages the pen, the said lever being de-
pressible to the vertical position only, sub-
stantially as shown and described.

4. A pen holder comprising a shank and a
tube upon the forward end thereof, corruga-
tions struck into the tube where the pen rests,
and acam pivoted withinthetube and adapted
to bear against the pen between the corruga-
tions, substantially as shown and desecribed.

5. In a pen holder, a tubular elastic body
adapted to fit within the forward end of the
holder, having acam pivoted therein adapted
to clamp the pen in position, substantially as
shown and described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, in pres-
ence of two witnesses, this 24th day of August,

1894.
WILLTIAM A. GAY.
Witnesses:
PERCY T. GRIFFITH,
C. GERST.
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