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To all whom it maiy concern:

Be it known that I, SaxToN TICE AYRES,
of Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Lumi-
nous Guide-Plates; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, which will enable

- others skilled in the art towhich it appertains
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to make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, which form a
part of this specification, and in which—

Figure 1 isafront elevation of my improved
Iuminous guide-plate. IPig. 2isacross-section
of the samethrough line s  in Fig. 1, and Fig.
3 is a perspective view of the back of the plate.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

My invention hasrelation toluminous guide-
platesfor indicating the exact location of door-
locks, hitching-posts, electric bells, &e.; and
it consists in the detailed construction of the
same, which will be hereinafter more fully de-
seribed and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, A denotes
a cast-iron plate of suitable size and shape,
having countersunk screw-holes B in the cor-
ners, and a central aperture, C.  This plateis
further provided with two or more regularly
or irregularly shaped apertures, (shown at
D and E,) one of these, in the present illus-
tration of my invention, representing a star,
and the other a crescent; butitis obvious that
other designs may be used, if desired, so that
the apertures are located on opposite sides of
the central aperture, C. These apertures D
and E are rabbeted on the under side, or in-
side of the plafe. as shown at I, to adapt them
to receive glass disks G, adapted to be fitted
into the boxes or recesses formed by the rab-
bets T, so that these glass disks need not to be
cut toashape conforming exactly to the shape
of the apertures which they face. The glass
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disks G are covered with any suitable lumi-

nous paint or composition, after which theyare 45

backed with paper, cement, or any other suit-
able material, as indicated at H. Finally,
strips of” paper or textile fabrie, I, are pasted
across the disks, to hold them firmly in place
upon the back part of the plate.

Fromthe foregoing deseription,taken in con-
nection with the drawings, the use of this de-
vice will be readily understood without requir-
ing extended explanation. When used on
door-locks,thelock-spindleisinserted throungh
the central aperture, C; or,when used for elec-
tric bells, the knob of the bell is similarly lo-
cated, so that its exact position maybe known
by the luaminosity of the star and ecrescent.
‘When used to indicate the position of a hitch-
ing-post, the hook or ring is inserted through
the central aperture, so that there can be no
difficulty in finding it.

Having thus described my invention, T claim
and desire to secure by Letters Patent of the
United States— o

The luminous guide-plate herein shown and
described, adapted for the purposes specified,
consisting of the plate or body A, having serew-
holes B, a central aperture, C, and irregular-
shaped apertures D and E, located on opposite
sides of the central aperture, and rabbeted to
form boxes or recesses F, into which are insert-
ed glass disks G, coated on the inside with a
luminous paint or composition, and held in
place by the cement lining H and fastening-
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strips I, substantially as and for the purpose .

shown and set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereunto affixed my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

SAXTON TICE AYRES.

Witnesses:
Jos. TH. EVERHART,
J. JAcOB WILLIAMSON,
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