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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THoMAs M. CUNNING-
HAM, of Nashville, in the county of Davidson
and State of Tennessee, have invented a new
and. Improved Excess- Baggage Stamp or
Check for Railroad-Tickets, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact deseription.

This invention has for its especial object
the more certain division pro rata of charges
for excess of passengers’ baggage on connect-
ing railroads ;using coupon-tickets, although
it is equally applicable to local tickets.

As shown, the invention consists in a rail-
road-ticket having separate and independ-
ent stamps or checks secured thereto, said
stamps or checks indicating the amount col-
lected by the initial road on the routefor the
baggage of the passenger, with preferably
other particulars, such as the excessin value
and excess weight of the baggage.

Reference is to behad to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar letters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in both the figures.

Figure 1 represents a face view of a rail-
road coupon-ticket embodying my invention
and showing a stamp or check on one of the
coupons only. Fig. 2 is a face view, upon a
larger scale, of such stamp or check detached.

A indicates arailroad coupon-ticket having
five eoupons a b ¢ d e, good for as many lines
of connecting roads in the route; but of
course the number of coupons will vary with
the number of lines the. passenger with his
baggage is entitled to travel over by virtue
of his ticket. Such coupon-ticket may be
similar to other railroad coupon-ticketsin all
respects, with the exception that each coupon
has preferably on its front a panel or space
for the reception of an independent stamp or
check B, which is to be secured thereto in
any suitable manner, preferably by mucilage
or other adhesive substance applied to their
backs. Instead, however, of providing the
coupons with stamp panels or spaces, the
same may be omitted and thestamp or check
applied to the back of the coupons. Each of
these stamps or checks has the same or simi-
lar matter on the face of it, which makes it
constitute an excess-baggage stamp or check.
Thus each stamp or check Bindicates on the
face of it what the purport of it is—as, for

instance, by the words. “excess baggage
checked with thisticket by,” and hereshould
follow the name of the railroad issuing the
ticket. It should alsohavespaces and head-

ings for marking on it the excess value of the

baggage and excess weight thereof and the
total amount collected by the railroad issu-
ing the ticket.

To illustrate how the stamps or checks are
used and what they accomplish, let it be sup-
posed that the initial railroad issuing the
coupon-ticket limits a passenger’s baggage to
one hundred and fifty pounds for one whole
ticket and seventy-five pounds to one-half
ticket, which is allowed free. The baggage-
master weighs the passenger’s baggage and
figures the amount the latter has to pay for
excess of baggage over and above the weight
allowed by his ticket to go free. - The bag-
gage-master then takes as many stamps or
checks Bas the ticket A has couponsabede
and puts the amount he receives for excess
baggage on each stamp or check and sticks
one of said stamps or checks on each coupon.
This will give each railroad over which the
baggage is transported, as represented by the
ticket-coupons, the information as to the
amount collected for excess of baggage on
the ticket, and will enable said roads to
check their baggage business the same as
they now do their passenger-transportation
business and at the same time and in the
same manner. By means of these stamps or
checks on the coupons of the tickets the
connecting roads can demand their propor-
tion of the sum collected on the initial road,
as the auditor will have indicated on the
stamped panels full particulars as regards
passengers’ excess baggage, and this he will
see when he checks hiscoupon orlocal ticket
report. ’

If the ticket is an unlimited one—that is,
good until used—and the passenger desires
to stop off at several points on the route, the
baggage-master of the railroad issuing the
ticket will only put on his excess-baggage
check up to the first point at which the pas-
senger wishes to stop. For instance, the

ticket being such as is shown in the drawings
and the passenger desiring to stop at Cin-
cinnati first, the baggage-master of the Louis-
ville and Nashville Railroad at the point of
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departure will only put his excess-baggage
check on the ticket up to Cincinnati and only
collect the charge up to that point. The
next baggage-master will apply his excess-
baggage check to the ticket and charge and
collect up to the next stoppage-point, and so
on until the passenger reaches his destina-
tion. The auditor of the various railroads
making up the route will then see on exam-
ining the coupons what railroad to eall upon
for their per cent. of the excess-baggage col-
lection. If the excess is charged upon a lo-

cal ticket, the auditor of the local railroad
will see on examining the ticket what bag-
gage-master to call upon for the excess-bag-
gage collection.

The stamps or checks are provided with

478,923

mucilage on their backs, the same as postage-
stamps, and they may be printed in sheets
for detachment, as required, with ease and
rapidity.

ITaving thus described my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters

>atent, is——

The combination, with a passenger’s cou-
pon-ticket, of an excess-baggage stamp or
check adapted to be permanently secured Lo
a coupon of the ticket, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth.

THOMAS M. CUNNINGITAM.

Witnesses:

EDWARD LAMENT,
JNo. B. MILLER.
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