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54 READZT  FJEERAEE

[2A]

140

(57) Abstract: A flexible tube insertion
device (10) has: an insertion section (40),
which is partitioned into a plurality of seg-
ments (50) aligned in a row in the axis dir-
¢ ection, and which is to be inserted into a

duct section (200); and a plurality of stitf-
ness variable sections (51) the hardness of
which varies, said stiffness variable sec-
tions being provided in the segments (50).
The flexible tube insertion device (10) also
has: a start instructing section (160) that
outputs, at the time when the insertion sec-
tion (40) travels in the duct section (200),
a start instruction, i.e., the instruction to
start changing the stiffness of the segments
(50) at relative positions of the insertion
section (40) with respect to the duct sec-
tion (200); and a control device (120) that
controls, on the basis of the start instruc-
tion, the start of the hardness change of the
stiffness variable sections (51) for the pur-
pose of changing the stitfhess of the seg-

ments (50), said stiffness variable sections

(57 B#:

being provided in the segments (50) at the
relative positions of the insertion section
(40) with respect to the duct section (200).
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