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[57] ABSTRACT

A card holder comprising a container having a bottom
wall, end walls, side walls, and a slidably mounted top
closure. A card support plate is swingably engaged to
said top closure and depends from the normally rear-
ward, marginal portion thereof; said plate having a
pair of spaced-apart clip-forming members for retain-
ing a preselected card thereon; there being an arm
hingedly engaged to said support plate in its lower end
portion for disposition between same and the adjacent
side wall of the holder, and being swingable between
collapsed condition and extended plate-bracing condi-
tion.

10 Claims, 7 Drawing Figures
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1
CARD HOLDER

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

This invention relates in general to card files and,
more particularly, to new and useful improvements in
card holders incorporating a card support plate.

It is the primary object of the present invention to
provide a card holder which uniquely embodies a sup-
port for a preselected card so as to present same for
ready, repeated reference as desired by the user.

It is another object of the present invention to pro-
vide a card holder of the type especially useful for ref-
erence cards which embodics an casily operated clo-
sure for maintaining the cards against inadvertent soil-
ing as might occur during card usage.

It is another object of the present invention to pro-
vide a card holder of the type stated incorporating a
card support plate with collapsible brace mcans for

presenting said plate at a convenient angle for review 2

by the user of the retained card.

It is a still further object of the present invention to
provide a card holder of the type stated which embod-
ies a card support plate adapted for disposition against

the confronting portion of the holder when in disuse so 2

as to conduce to an overall compactness.

It is another object of the present invention to pro-
vide u card holder of the type stated which may be most
cconomically manufactured; which consists of a rela-
tively few sturdy parts conducive to the durability of
the holder in usage; and which is reliable in use by rea-
son of the simple yet highly effective mechanical means
for producing the relative movements required.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a card holder con-
structed in accordance with and cmbodying the present
invention illustrating the same in closed, storage condi-
tion.

FIG. 2 is an end clevational view.

FIG. 3 is a rcar clevational view, as viewed from the
lefthand side of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a bottom plan vicw.

FIG. § is a vertical transverse sectional view taken on
the linc 5—5 of FIG. 3, illustrating the holder as sup-
plied with cards.

FIG. 6 is a vertical transverse scctional view taken
substantially on the line 5—S8 of FIG. 3, illustrating the
holder in full open position.

FIG. 7 is a vertical transverse sectional vicw taken
substantially on the line 5—5 of FIG. 3, illustrating the
holder in closed condition, but with the support plate
in opcrative position.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring now by reference numerals to the drawings
which illustrate the preferred embodiment of the pres-
ent invention, A designates a card holder comprising a
container having end walls 1,1°, front and back side
walls 2,2', a buse wall 3, and a top closure 4. As shown
herein said end walls 1,17, and side walls 2,2’ incline
downwardly and inwardly so that the cross-sectional
area of the lower end of holder A is less than that in the
upper portion for purposes presently appearing. Said
holder A is adapted primarily to receive an assembly of
cards, such as, for cxample only, the usual *3 X 57
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cards which are used for a multiplicity of reference pur-
poses, as for recipes, addresses, library volumes, ete.:
said cards being indicated at ¢. By reason of the con-
tour of container A the arca of base wall 3 will deter-
mine the number of cards ¢ which may be retained by
holder A with the relatively enlarged upper portion fa-
cilitating the separation of the cards for inspection,

Closure 4 is of flat, plate-like form and at its opposite
ends is provided with depending runners 8,57 having
inwardly opening guideways 6.6', respectively, slidably
for receiving guides 7,77, respectively, integral with the
upper end portions of end walls 1,17 and terminating at
their cnds spacedly from the edges of the respective
walls 1,1’ Provided within cach guideway 6,6 proxi-
mate its forward end or that adjuacent to front side wall
2, is a detent 8,87, respectively, for abutting a stop 9,97,
respectively, formed at the rearward end of guides 7,77,
respectively, to limit the rearward, container opening
movement of closure 4 (see FIG. 3) as well as to pre-
vent inadvertent displacement of the same.

Closure 4 in its rearward edge portion is provided
with u pair of longitudinally spaced-apart depending
bearings 10,10 for journalling thercin of pivot pin-
forming projections 11,117, respectively, disposed in
the upper marginal portion 12 of a support plate 13.
Said plate 13 is of substantially like extent and configu-
ration as side wall 2’ which it confronts on its inner sur-
tface; and bottom cdge 15 so that the same is suspended
from closure 4 by said pins 11,11’; which establish a
pivot axis for swingable movement thercabout of said
plate 13, In the central bottom marginal portion 15 of
plate 13 there is provided a downwardly opening recess
16 from the opposite sides of which project short hinge
pins 17,17’ for extension into knuckles 18,18’, respec-
tively, presented at the lower end of a relatively narrow
clongated arm 19 for hingedly mounting same for
swinging about the axis developed by said pins 17,17,
Arm 19 is flat, having a thickness comparable to that
of plate 13 and is thus normally disposed upon the
inner side of plate 13’, and in upwardly swung position
arm 19 is planarwise parallel to support plate 13 against
which it abuts; there being an outwardly opening clon-
gated recess 20 formed in the outer face of back wall
2’ for receiving said arm 19 when upwardly swung and
with plate 13 disposed against said back wall 2°. Thus
recess 20 is of a form complementary to arm 19 for
compactly accepting same. As support plate 13 is
moved away from back wall 2°, as will be shown herein-
below, said arm 19 will swing downwardly and with its
hinge-remote, free end traveling progressively along
the base of recess 20 for ultimate disposition in the po-
sition shown in FIGS. 6 and 7 for plate-bracing pur-
poses.

Also integrally formed with plate 13 in the lower por-
tion thereof is a pair of spaced-apart clips 21,21’ pro-
jecting slightly outwardly from the outer face of sup-
port plate 13.

It will thus be seen that with holder A in closed, stor-
age condition, as illustrated in FIG. 1, support plate 13
will be in normal downwardly depending disposition in
substantially abutting relationship on its inner face with
the outer face of back 2'; and with arm 19 being up-
wardly swung and received within recess 20. Further
forward movement of closure 4 is prevented by the
abutment of support plate 13 against wall 2’ in its upper
edge portion. As indicated above, holder A is supplied
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with an assembly of curds ¢ having the presclected in-
telligence thereon.

When the user desires to open holder A for access to
cards ¢. closure 4 is caused to be moved shidingly rear-
wardly with runners 5,57 traveling relatively along
guides 7.7’ respectively: with such opening movement
being terminated by abutment of detents 8,87 and stops
9.9’ respectively, as above described (see FIG. 6).
Such rearward sliding movement of closure 4 will nec-
essarily cause rearward displacement of support plate
13 and thereby arm 19 is released to swing ubout hinge
pins 17,17’ with its normally upper free end sliding
downwardly along recess 20. When closure 4 has
reached its opening limit arm 19 will be in full down-
ward disposition substantially co-planar with bottom
wall 3 (sce FIG. 6), thus serving to maintain closure 4
in open condition so that the user may conveniently in-
spect cards ¢ tor locating a desired one.

After withdrawing the particular desired card, indi-
cated ¢', the user may then dispose same upon the
outer face of support plate 13, with the same being re-
tained within clips 21.21" to facilitate reference
thereto, while the user is engaged in an activity requir-
ing intermittent review of card ¢'.

To close holder A while card ¢’ is disposed on sup-
port plate 13, arm 19 may be swung upwardly to permit
forward sliding movement of closure 4 which will thus
carry support plate 13 forwardly. After completing the
closing action the user may dispose arm 19 within the
lower end of recess 20 and at an angle of less than [180°
to the horizontal for bracing support plate 13 in out-
wardly swung disposition to allow casc of reference to
card ¢’ (see FIG. 7).

To restore holder A to fully closed condition, plate
13 is pulled upwardly from the position shown in cither
FIGS. 6 or 7 to permit arm 19 to be swung upwardly as
plate 13 is swung downwardly toward back wall 2’ for
return to the position shown in FIG. 1.

Thus in view of the foregoing it will be scen that the
present invention uniquely and most compactly com-
prehends a repository for reference cards as well as a
support for presenting a selected card for convenience
of reference. Holder A s especially suited for kitchen
usage in that it permits the cook to make repeated re-
view of the card ¢’ as needed during the particular op-
cration while allowing the hands to be free for etfecting
the necessury manipulations.

Furthermore, such card support plate 13 is adapted
for usage cven with the holder A closed so that the inte-
rior of the latter is proof against the unauthorized cntry
of forcign matter which might soil or mar cards ¢.

The present invention may be fabricated from any
suitable, durable material but it has been found that the
same is particularly amenable to construction from
plastics, such as acrylic resins, whereby the walls of
holder A may be rendered transparent, if desired.

What is claimed is:

1. A card holder comprising a container having a bot-
tom wall, a pair of front and rear side walls, and a pair
of end walls, said container being normally open to the
top, a closure provided for said normally open top of
said container, means slidably mounting said closure on
said container end walls for movement in a plane paral-
fel to the bottom wall between container-open and con-
tuincr-closed condition, said closure having a portion
projecting beyond said rear side wall when said closure
is in container-closed condition, and a support plate
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4
hingedly engaged to said closure in its rearward pro-
jecting portion, said support plate being presented rear-
wurdly of said rear side wall and being swingable in a
vertical plane.

2. A curd holder as defined in claim 1 and further
characterized by said front and rear side walls being in-
clined inwardly toward said bottom wall, said support
platc being substantially of like height as said rear side
wall being in close confronting relationship thereto
when said closure is in container-closed condition, said
support plate having a height greater than the perpen-
dicular distance between the plane of said closure and
the plane of said bottom wall so that when said closure
is in container-open condition, said support will incline
rearwardly and outwardly at its lower end for closure
support purposes.

3. A card holder as defined in claim 1 and further
characterized by clip means provided upon said sup-
port plate upon its face remote from the rear side wall
of said container.

4. A card holder as defined in claim 1 and further
characterized by un arm swingably engaged to said sup-
port plate for normal disposition between same and the
rear side wall of said container for maintaining said
support plate in sclected swung position.

§. A card holder as defined in claim 4 and further
characterized by said arm being swingably mounted
upon said support plate in the lower central portion
thereof, said arm being free in its portion remote from
its swingablc mounting, there being a recess formed in
the rearward, confronting face of said rear side wall of
complementary configuration to said arm.

6. A card holder as defined in claim 1 and further
characterized by means for limiting the container-
opening movement of said closure in which position
said support plate will be commensurately removed
from said container rear side wall.

7. A card holder as defined in claim 6 and further
characterized by said arm being flat and having a thick-
ness comparable to that of said support plate.

8. A card holder comprising a container having a bot-
tom wall, a pair of front and rear side walls, and a pair
of end walls, said container being normally open to the
top, a closure provided for said normally open top of
said container, means slidably mounting said closure on
said container end walls for movement in a plane paral-
lel to the bottom wall between container-open and con-
tainer-closed condition, a support plate having an
upper marginal portion being hingedly cngaged to said
closure in the rearward portion of the latter for normal
dependence of said support plate downwardly from
said closure in confronting relationship to the adjacent
side wall of said container and being substantially coex-
tensive with said side wall, said support plate being
swingable about the established hinge axis between
downward position and upwardly swung position, there
being an arm swingably engaged to said support plate
for normal disposition between same and the adjacent
side wall of said container for maintaining said support
plate in selected swung position.

9. A card holder as defined in claim 8 and further
characterized by said arm being swingably mounted
upon said support plate in its portion remote from its
hinged cngagement to said closure, said arm being free
in its portion remote from its swingable mounting,
there being a recess formed in the confronting face of
said adjacent side wall of said container of complemen-
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tary configuration to said arm serving as a guide there-
for during movement of said support plate in its swing-
able action.
10. A card holder as defined in claim 9 and turther
characterized by said arm being flat and having a thick-
ness comparable to that of said support plate so that
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when the latter s in contfronting relationship to the ad-
jacent side wall of said container said arm will be ac-
cepted within said recess throughout the length of said

arnmi.



