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This invention relates to containers and more 
particularly to containers of the type which are 
conventionally known as cans and are used as 
containers for various foods, paints, chemicals, 
etc. 
st: The primary object of the present invention 
is to provide cans of conventional construction 
With means to enable the cans to be held releas 

3 Claims. (CI. 220-97) 

ably in stacked relation in axial alignment with 
each other, the means provided for this purpose 
being of simple construction and readily attach 
able to the cans without alteration of the con 
ventional construction thereof and without re 
quiring devices which project or extend beyond 
the side of the can. 
The above and other objects, features and ad 

wantages of the present invention will be fully 
understood from the following description con 
sidered in connection with the accompanying 
illustrative drawingS. 

In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a view showing a stack of cans which 

embody the present invention; 
Fig. 2 is a sectional view, on a larger Scale of 

two adjacent cans of the stack; 
Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view of one of the cans; 
Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3 showing an 

other form of the invention. 
Referring now to the drawings in detail the 

can O embodying the present invention may be 
of any conventional construction which custo 
marily includes the body or side wall 2 and the 
lower and upper end wall members or bottom 
and top closures 4 and 6, respectively, which 
are set inwardly of the adjacent ends of the can 
body 2. Said end walls 4 and 6 are provided 
with the conventional rims 8 and 20 which are 
bent over the adjacent ends, respectively, of the 
can body 2, usually in fluid-sealing relation 
therewith when the cans contain liquids. In 
the drawings, the cans are shown empty, for 
simplicity of illustration, but it will be under 
stood, of course, that the invention applies more 
especially to cans which have been filled with 
various substances which are sold in cans. 
The means provided in accordance with the 

present invention for holding the cans of the 
stack in axially aligned relation, while permit 
ting the ready separation of the cans by relative 
longitudinal movement thereof, comprises the 
retaining device 22 which is preferably formed of 
wire of suitable gauge but which can be formed 
of any other suitable material. As shown in Fig. 
3, member 22 is in the form of a ring having a 
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which extend transversely to the general plane 
of the member. Preferably the member 22 is de 
signed to lie within the recesses at the bottom of 
the can and projections, 24 of said member are 
dimensioned to extend outwardly beyond the 
adjacent end of the can for reception in the re 
cesses at the top of the next lower can (of the 
same diameter) in the stack, the distance of the 
projection of member 22 beyond the adjacent end 
of the can being Such that adjacent cans of the 
Stack are in abutting end-to-end relation, as 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2. In other words projec 
tions 24 need be, and preferably are, only long 
enough to overlap the top rim of the adjacent 
lower can in the stack, and are preferably of 
such short depth whereby members 22 do not 
require any space other than that provided be 
tween the adjacent end walls of the cans them 
selves. Thus, it will be understood that projec 
tions 24 need not even touch the top horizontal 
Surface of the end wall member 6 of the adja 
cent lower can in the stack, although such con 
tact between projections 24 and the top of the 
adjacent lower can may be provided, if desired, 
within the scope of the present invention. It 
will be understood that projections 24 are dis 
posed close to the inner surface of the rim of the 
can so that said projections lie close to the inner 
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surface of the upper rim of the adjacent lower 
can of the same diameter, whereby to prevent . 
relative lateral movement of the adjacent cans 
of the stack and thus maintain the cans in ver 
tical axial alignment. Member 22 may be se 
cured to the companion can in any Suitable way, 
for example by a force fit of said member in en 
gagement with the inner surface of the bottom 
rim of the can or by solder applied at one or 
more points as indicated at 26 in Fig. 3. 

It will be understood that member 22 need not 
be circular but can be of any other suitable shape 
or peripheral contour consistent With the purpose 
of the invention. For example, as illustrated in 
Fig. 4, member 22A Which corresponds to men 
ber 22, is of triangular shape, and the projections 
24A which correspond to the projections 24 are 
disposed at the apexes of the triangle so as to 
engage the inner surface of the upper rim of the 
adjacent lower can in the stack. Similarly, it 
will be understood that the device, corresponding 
to member 22 may be of rectangular peripheral 
outline or of any other peripheral shape consistent 
with the purpose of this invention. 
Thus it is seen that cans provided with the posi 

tioning - and retaining means herein above de 
plurality of circumferentially spaced portions 24 55 scribed are well adapted to accomplish the objects 
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of the present invention in a simple way and with 
a minimum amount of material. It Will be under 
stood however that while I have ShoWn and de 
scribed the presently preferred embodiment of my 
invention, the latter may be embodied otherwise 
than as here specifically illustrated or described 
and that various changes in the details of con 
struction may be made without departing from 
the underlying idea or principles of this inven 
tion within the scope of the appended claim.S. 

Having thus described my invention, What I 
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is: 
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1. A container of the type described having a, , , 
peripheral side wall and end walls positioned in 
wardly of the adjacent ends, respectively, of Said 
peripheral wall providing recesses at the opposite 
ends, respectively, of the container, separately 
formed means positioned in one of Said recesses 
adjacent the inner peripheral Wall of the recess 
and projecting outwardly of said recess for re 
ception in the adjacent receSS of a similar con 
tainer of the same diameter in a stack whereby 
to prevent relative lateral movement of the ad 
jacent containers of the stack, Said Separately 
formed means comprising a peripherally extend 
ing wire member having a plurality of integral 
bent portions disposed transversely of the plane 
of the adjacent end wall of the container. 

2. Means for use in Stacking cans which have 
a peripheral side wall and end Walls positioned in 
Wardly of the adjacent ends, respectively, of said 
peripheral Wall providing recesses at the opposite 
ends, respectively, of the container, Said means 
being fittable into one of said recesses and having 
a plurality of spaced parts positioned to engage 
the inner peripheral wall of the adjacent recess of 
a similar can in a stack of such cans whereby to 
prevent relative lateral movement of the adjacent 
cans of the Stack, said means comprising a pe 

, ; 

4 
ripherally extending wiremember and said Spaced 
parts being bent portions disposed transversely of 
the plane of the member. 

3. A container of the type described having a 
peripheral side wall and end Walls positioned in 
Wardly of the adjacent ends, respectively, of Said 
peripheral wall providing recesses at the opposite 
ends, respectively, of the container, means fitted 
into one of Said receSSes and confined laterally 
internally of the later so as not to project lateral 
ly beyond the Side of the contaiher, said means 
having a plurality of peripherally spaced portions 
positioned adjacent the inner peripheral wall of 
the recess and projecting outwardly of said recess 
for reception in the adjacent recess of a Similar 
container of the same diameter in a stack where 
by to prevent relative lateral movement of the ad 
jacent containers of the stack, said means com 
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prising a peripherally extending wire member 
having a plurality of integral bent portions dis 
posed transversely of the plane of the adjacent 
end wall of the container. 

MEYER, MOCH, 

REFERENCES CITED 
The following references are of record in the 

file of this patent: 

UNITED STATES PATENTS 
Number Name Date 
1,595,633 ThWaits ------------ Aug. 10, 1926 
1757,192 Hothersall ---------- May 6, 1930 
1772,683 Piller -------------- Aug. 12, 1930 

FOREIGN PATENTS 
Ninbei' Country Date 

187,074 Switzerland -------- Jan. 2, 1937 

  


