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UNITED STATES PATENT office 
2,565,456 

SEWING-MACHINE CABINET 
Wilbur J. Peets, Elizabeth, N.J., assignor to The 

Singer Manufacturing Company, Elizabeth, 
N.J., a corporation of New Jersey 

- Application March 23, 1946, Serial No. 656,638 

This invention relates to sewing machine cabi 
nets and more particularly to a cabinet which 
is adapted to accommodate a sewing machine of 
the portable type. 

. The invention has for its objective the pro 
vision of a folding cabinet which, while, having 
an attractive appearance, will afford a highly effi 
cient sewing machine work-table when in opened 
condition, and a readily accessible storage com 
partment for the sewing machine when the cabi 
net is closed into what appears to be a compact 
console or chest of drawers. 
A further object of the present invention is 

the provision of a sewing machine cabinet which 
will be compact when closed and not in use and, 
when opened, will afford a rigid sewing machine 
supporting structure of the knee-hole type hav 
ing a large work-supporting surface and con 
siderable drawer capacity within easy reach of 
the operator. 
With the above and other objects in view, as 

will hereinafter appear, the invention comprises 
the devices, combinations, and arrangements of 
parts hereinafter set forth and illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings of a preferred embodi 
ment of the invention, from which the Several 
features of the invention and the advantages at 
tained thereby will be readily understood by those 
skilled in the art. 

Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of my in 
proved sewing machine cabinet, showing in full 
lines the cabinet in its closed condition with the 
false drawer-front broken away to illustrate a 
sewing machine in the storage compartment, and 
showing in dotted lines the manner in which the 
top-leaf and the box-like machine-supporting 
table unit swing to open or machine-supporting 
position. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the sewing ma 
chine cabinet in open position with a conven 
tional portable sewing machine outlined in dot 
ted lines disposed in the machine cut-out of the 
table unit. . . . 

Fig. 3 represents a vertical sectional view taken 
substantially along the line 3-3, Fig. 1. 

Fig. 4 represents an enlarged fragmentary ver 
tical sectional view taken transversely through 
the machine-supporting table unit, showing the 
sewing machine seated in its cradle with the 
work-plate of the machine flush with the top 
of the table unit. 
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Fig. 5 is an enlarged bottom plan view of a 
portion of the machine-supporting table unit, 
showing the manner in which the sewing machine 
cradle is secured to the under side of the table 
unit, and also the way in which the toggle brace 
holds the top-leaf in a vertical position in which 
it functions as a supporting leg for the table unit. 

Fig. 6 represents a vertical sectional view taken 
substantially along the line 6-6, Fig. 5. 
In the embodiment of the invention selected 

for illustration, my improved cabinet comprises 
three main components which are a body-section 
9, a sewing machine-supporting table unit 
and a top-leaf 2. The top-leaf 2 is hinged to 
the machine-supporting table unit and the 
table unit is hinged to the body-section so 
that when the Sewing machine is not in use the 

20 

three parts of the cabinet can be folded into a 
compact stacked arrangement, such as illus 
trated in full lines in Fig. 1. When the sewing 
machine is in use, the cabinet may be opened 
up as shown in Fig. 2 so that the machine-sup 
porting table unit if forms a continuation of 

25 
the top of the body-section ?o and the top-leaf 
f2 may be swung to a vertical leg-position sup 
porting the free end of the table unit . 

30 

bers 7 and 8. 

The details of construction of the body-section 
include a pair of front legs or corner posts 

3 connected by upper and lower cross-members 
4 and 5, and a pair of rear legs or corner posts 
5 connected by upper and lower cross-mem 

Connecting the front corner 
posts 3 with the rear corner posts 6 are the 
upper and lower side members 9 and 20. Re 

35. 
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cessed in the rear corner posts 6 and the cross 
members 7 and 8 is a full-length back panel 

Likewise recessed in the front and rear cor 
ner posts 3 and 6 and in the side-members is 

removable cover 25. 

and 20 are the full-length side panels 22. Sup 
ported at the upper ends of the corner posts is 
a top-panel 23, apertured as at 24, to receive a 

Disposed beneath the re 
movable cover 25 is a sewing machine storage 
compartment indicated as 26 in Fig. 1. This com 

45 partment has a depth substantially one-half the 
height of the body-section 0; being closed at the 
bottom by a shelf-board 26' (Fig. 1) and at the 

50 

front by a panel comprising two false drawer 
fronts 27 and 28. The remaining front of the 
cabinet includes two small accessory-receiving 
drawers 29 and 30 and a double depth and full 
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width single bottom drawer 3. AS is customary, 
each of the drawers is adapted to be guided by 
the conventional tongue-and-groove drawer 
guides shown as 32 in Fig. 3. 
From the above description, it will be appre 

ciated that the body-section of the cabinet pro 
vides a storage compartment of such size as con 
veniently to house a conventional portable Sew 
ing machine S of the type disclosed in the U. S. 
patent of H. J. Goosman, No. 2,063,841, dated 
December 8, 1936, and in addition furnishes ample 
drawer capacity afforded by the drawers 29, 30 
and 3. 

Referring now to the table unit , it will be 
seen that this unit is of box-like construction 
having front and back walls 33 and 34 and end 
walls 35 and 36, the front wall 33 preferably 
having the form of two false drawers 33. 
Mounted in these four walls is a table-top 37 
provided with an appropriately shaped Sewing 
machine locating means preferably having the 
form of a cut-out 38. Hung beneath the cut-out 
38 are two substantially U-shaped sheet-metal 
supports 39 and 40 which are adapted to function 
as a cradle to sustain the sewing machine S (Fig. 
4) in the cut-out 38, with the Work-Supporting 
plate W of the machine flush with the upper 
surface of the table unit top 37. To maintain 
the sewing machine firmly seated in its cradle, 
the vertical limbs of the U-shaped supports, 39 
and 40 are split, as at 4, Fig. 6, to form re 
silient fingers 42 bent inwardly slightly, as shown 
in Fig. 4, so as yieldingly to engage the base of 
the sewing machine. To eliminate endwise 
movement of the machine in its cradle, each of 
the U-shaped supports 39 and 4 has secured to 
it, preferably by spot welding, a pair of L-shaped 
members 43 of which the vertical limbs thereof 
have fastened to them leather-faced metal clips 
44 adapted also to engage the base of the sewing 
machine. - 

As will be seen in Figs. 1 and 2, an edge of 
the table unit is hinged, as at 45, to an edge 
of the body-section of the cabinet. When in 
open or machine-supporting position, Such as ill 
lustrated in Fig. 2, the table-unit is horizontally 
disposed so that its top 3 is flush with and forms 
an extension of the top panel 23 of the body 
section 0. The table unit is supported in 
its horizontal position by the top-leaf f2 which 
is hinged, as at 45, to the table unit . By vir 
tue of its hinge connection with the table unit, 
the top-leaf 2 can be swung from the position 
shown in full lines in Fig. 1, in which the leaf 
serves as the top of the cabinet, to a vertical or 
leg position shown in Fig. 2, in which the top 
leaf 2 functions as a table unit supporting leg. 
The top-leaf is adapted to be retained in its ver 
tical table unit supporting position by a toggle 
brace 47 which comprises two arms pivoted to 
gether at 48 and adapted to be held in straight 
ened position by a tension spring 49. 
From the foregoing description, it will be ap 

preciated that I have invented an improved Sew 
ing machine cabinet which, when in use, affords 
a sturdy table structure having considerable 
work-supporting surface and ample drawer ca 
pacity within easy reach of the operator. A 
further desirable feature of the cabinet is that 
the three main components thereof have been 
so proportioned as to permit the cabinet to be 
opened up from a simulated compact console or 
chest to a sewing machine supporting structure 
of the knee-hole type. It will be appreciated 
that in this case the advantage of the knee-hole 
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4. 
type of cabinet is that the operator can assume 
a comfortable sitting posture directly in front of 
the Sewing machine with leg room beneath the 
table unit, and adequate work-table area, for Sup 
porting the material during the sewing operation. 
When it is desired to store the sewing machine, 
the same may be lifted out of the cut-out 38 and, 
after removing the cover 25, be placed in the 
storage compartment 26 in a manner illustrated 
in Fig. 1. After replacing the cover 25, the cab 
inet then can be folded into its compact form, 
Such as shown in Fig. 1. It Will be obvious that 
in the design of the present cabinet the width 
and height of the body-section 0, the height 
of the table unit , and the length of the top 
leaf 2 bear a definite relation to one another, 
which relation is such that when the cabinet is 
opened the body-section top 23 and the table 
unit top 37 will be coplanar. Since the top-leaf 
2 is hinged to the bottom edge of the table unit 
, the height of said unit and the length of the 

top-leaf are important and determine the posi 
tion of the top 37 with respect to the top 23 of the 
body-section. O. Another factor influencing the 
relative proportions of these three component 
parts is that when the cabinet is closed with 
the components in stacked condition the overall 
dimensions thereof must be such as not to de 
tract from the esthetic appeal of the cabinet. 

Having thus set forth the nature of the in 
vention, what I claim herein is: 

1. A sewing machine cabinet of the knee-hole 
type comprising, a flat topped body-section hav 
ing a sewing machine storage compartment, a 
sewing machine supporting table unit extending 
from and in flush relation with the flat topped 
portion of said body section so as to form a con 
tinuous work-supporting surface therewith, said 
machine supporting table being provided with a 
machine locating cut-out, machine-Securing 
means carried by said table unit beneath said 
cut-out, a leaf member extending downwardly 
from Said table unit to support the Sane, secur 
ing means between the flat topped portion of said 
body-section and said table unit providing for 
folding said table unit back on top of said body 
section, and second securing means between said 
table unit and said leaf member providing for 
folding said leaf member back on said table unit 
to form the top-leaf of the cabinet. 

2. A Sewing machine cabinet of the knee-hole 
type comprising, a hollow body-section having 
therein a machine storage compartment, a cover 
panel removably disposed over said storage corn 
partment, a flat horizontal top-panel disposed 
Over Said hollow body Section, a flat machine 
Supporting table-top extending from and in flush 
relation with said top-panel so as to form there 
With a continuous work-supporting surface, said 
table-top being provided at its center portion with 
a machine-receiving cut-out, machine securing 
means projecting downwardly from the nether 
face of Said table-top adjacent said cut-out, so 
as to embrace the base of a machine disposed 
Within said cut-out, front, back and two end 
walls projecting downwardly from the nether 
face of said table-top so as to form in conjunc 
tion. With the latter a box-like structure, said 
front, back and end walls projecting from Said 
table-top a greater distance than said machine 
Securing means So as to enclose said latter means 
and the machine base within the confines of 
Such depending Walls, a leaf member extending 
downwardly from one of the depending walls to 
Support the entire box-like structure, hinge means 
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connecting said top-panel and said table-top and 
providing for folding said table-top back directly 
on said top-panel, and hinge means between One 
of the depending walls and Said leaf member 
providing for folding said leaf member back di 
rectly on the free marginal portions of the de 
pending walls to form a top-leaf of the cabinet. 

WLBUR. J. PEETS. 
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