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USING ACCOUNTING DATA BASED
INDEXING TO CREATE A PORTFOLIO OF
FINANCIAL OBJECTS

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue.

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is a continuation-in-part of and
claims the benefit of U.S. Patent Application No. 60/896,867,
filed Mar. 23, 2007, the contents of which are incorporated
herein by reference in their entirety and are of common
assignee.

The present application also claims the benefit of U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 11/509,002, filed Aug. 24, 2006,
the contents of which are incorporated herein by reference in
their entirety and are of common assignee, which claims the
benefit of (i) U.S. Patent Application No. 60/751,212, filed
Dec. 19, 2005, the contents of which are incorporated herein
by reference in their entirety and are of common assignee, and
(i1) U.S. patent application Ser. No. 11/196,509, filed Aug. 4,
2005, the contents of which are incorporated herein by refer-
ence in their entirety and are of common assignee, which
claims the benefit (a) of U.S. patent application Ser. No.
10/159,610, filed Jun. 3, 2002, the contents of which are
incorporated herein by reference in their entirety and are of
common assignee, and (b) U.S. patent application Ser. No.
10/961,404, filed Oct. 12, 2004, the contents of which are
incorporated herein by reference in their entirety and are of
common assignee, which in turn claims the benefit of (A)
U.S. Patent Application No. 60/541,733, filed Feb. 4, 2004,
the contents of which are incorporated herein by reference in
their entirety and are of common assignee.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

Exemplary embodiments relate generally to securities
investing, and more particularly to construction and use of
indexes and portfolios based on indexes.

2. Related Background

Conventionally, there are various broad categories of secu-
rities portfolio management. One conventional securities
portfolio management category is active management
wherein the securities are selected for a portfolio individually
based on economic, financial, credit, and/or business analy-
sis; on technical trends; on cyclical patterns; etc. Another
conventional category is passive management, also called
indexing, wherein the securities in a portfolio duplicate those
that make up an index. The securities in a passively managed
portfolio are conventionally weighted by relative market
capitalization weighting or equal weighting. Another middle
ground conventional category of securities portfolio manage-
ment is called enhanced indexing, in which a portfolio’s
characteristics, performance and holdings are substantially
dominated by the characteristics, performance and holdings
of the index, albeit with modest active management depar-
tures from the index.

The present invention relates generally to the passive and
enhanced indexing categories of portfolio management. A
securities market index, by intent, reflects an entire market or
a segment of a market. A passive portfolio based on an index
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may also reflect the entire market or segment. Often every
security in an index is held in the passive portfolio. Some-
times statistical modeling is used to create a portfolio that
duplicates the profile, risk characteristics, performance char-
acteristics, and securities weightings of an index, without
actually owning every security included in the index. (Ex-
amples could be portfolios based on the Wilshire 5000 Equity
Index or on the Lehman Aggregate Bond Index.) Sometimes
statistical modeling is used to create the index itself such that
it duplicates the profile, risk characteristics, performance
characteristics, and securities weightings of an entire class of
securities. (The Lehman Aggregate Bond Index is an example
of'this practice.)

Indexes are generally all-inclusive of the securities within
their defined markets or market segments. In most cases
indexes may include each security in the proportion that its
market capitalization bears to the total market capitalization
of all of the included securities. The only common exceptions
to market capitalization weighting are equal weighting of the
included securities (for example the Value Line index or the
Standard & Poors 500 Equal Weighted Stock Index, which
includes all of the stocks in the S&P 500 on a list basis; each
stock given equal weighting as of a designated day each year)
and share price weighting, in which share prices are simply
added together and divided by some simple divisor (for
example, the Dow Jones Industrial Average). Conventionally,
passive portfolios are built based on an index weighted using
one of market capitalization weighting, equal weighting, and
share price weighting.

Most commonly used stock market indices are constructed
using a methodology that is based upon either the relative
share prices of a sample of companies (such as the Dow Jones
Industrial Average) or the relative market capitalization of a
sample of companies (such as the S&P 500 Index or the FTSE
100 Index). The nature of the construction of both of these
types of indices means that if the price or the market capitali-
zation of one company rises relative to its peers it is accorded
a larger weighting in the index. Alternatively, a company
whose share price or market capitalization declines relative to
the other companies in the index is accorded a smaller index
weighting. This can create a situation where the index, index
funds, or investors who desire their funds to closely track an
index, are compelled to have a higher weighting in companies
whose share prices or market capitalizations have already
risen and a lower weighting in companies that have seen a
decline in their share price or market capitalization.

Advantages of passive investing include: a low trading cost
of maintaining a portfolio that has turnover only when an
index is reconstituted, typically once a year; a low manage-
ment cost of a portfolio that requires no analysis of individual
securities; and/or no chance ofthe portfolio suffering a loss—
relative to the market or market segment the index reflects—
because of misjudgments in individual securities selection.

Advantages of using market capitalization weighting as the
basis for a passive portfolio include that the index (and there-
fore a portfolio built on it) remains continually ‘in balance’ as
market prices for the included securities change, and that the
portfolio performance participates in (i.e., reflects) that of the
securities market or market segment included in the index.

The disadvantages of market capitalization weighting pas-
sive indexes, which can be substantial, center on the fact that
any under-valued securities are underweighted in the index
and related portfolios, while any over-valued securities are
over weighted. Also, the portfolio based on market capitali-
zation weighting follows every market (or segment) bubble
up and every market crash down. Finally, in general, portfolio
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securities selection is not based on a criteria that reflects a
better opportunity for appreciation than that of the market or
market segment overall.

Most commonly used stock market indices are constructed
using a methodology that is based upon either the relative
share prices of a sample of companies (such as the Dow Jones
Industrial Average) or the relative market capitalization of a
sample of companies (such as the S&P 500 Index or the FTSE
100 Index). The nature of the construction of both of these
types of indices means that if the price or the market capitali-
zation of one company rises relative to its peers it is accorded
a larger weighting in the index. Alternatively, a company
whose share price or market capitalization declines relative to
the other companies in the index is accorded a smaller index
weighting. This can create a situation where the index, index
funds, or investors who desire their funds to closely track an
index, are compelled to have a higher weighting in companies
whose share prices or market capitalizations have already
risen and a lower weighting in companies that have seen a
decline in their share price or market capitalization.

Price or market capitalization based indices can contribute
to a ‘herding’ behavior on the behalf of investors by effec-
tively compelling any ofthe funds that attempt to follow these
indices to have a larger weighting in shares as their price goes
up and a lower weighting in shares that have declined in price.
This creates unnecessary volatility, which is not in the inter-
ests of most investors. It may also lead to investment returns
that have had to absorb the phenomenon of having to repeat-
edly increase weightings in shares after they have risen and
reduce weightings in them after they have fallen.

Capitalization-weighted indexes (“cap-weighted
indexes”) dominate the investment industry today, with
approximately $2 trillion currently invested. Unfortunately,
cap-weighted indexes suffer from an inherent flaw as they
overweight all overvalued stocks and underweight all under-
valued stocks. This causes cap-weighted indexes to under-
perform relative to indexes that are immune to this shortcom-
ing. In addition, cap-weighted indexes are vulnerable to
speculative bubbles and emotional bear markets which may
unnaturally drive up or down stock prices respectively.

Equal-weighted indexation is a popular alternative to cap-
weighting but one that suffers from its own shortcomings.
One significant problem with equal-weighted indexes is that
they come out of the same cap-weighted universes as cap-
weighted indexes. For example, the S&P Equal Weighted
Index simply re-weights the 500 equities that comprise the
S&P 500, retaining the bias already inherent to cap-weighted
indexes.

High turnover and associated high costs are additional
problems of equal-weighted indexes. Equal-weighted
indexes include small illiquid stocks, which are required to be
held in equal proportion to the larger, more liquid stocks in the
index. These small illiquid stocks must be traded as often as
the larger stocks but at a higher cost because they are less
liquid.

What is needed then is an improved method of weighting
financial objects in a portfolio based on an index that over-
comes shortcomings of conventional solutions.

SUMMARY

In an exemplary embodiment a system, method and com-
puter program product for index construction and/or portfolio
weighting of financial objects for the purpose of investing in
the index is disclosed.

Exemplary embodiments may use accounting data based
indexing, i.e., accounting data based measures of firm size,
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rather than market capitalization, to construct an index of
financial objects Construction of an index, according to an
exemplary embodiment, may include selecting financial
objects to be included in an index, and weighting the financial
objects in the index. By avoiding the inherent valuation bias
of cap-weighted indexes, accounting data based indexes
(ADBI) may outperform cap-weighted indexes by as much as
200 bps in the US and by more than 250 bps internationally,
based on extensive back testing (to 1962 in the US and to 1988
internationally).

An exemplary embodiment may use four specific metrics
in ADBI construction: book equity value; income (free cash
flow); sales; and/or gross dividends, if any. Another exem-
plary embodiment may include additional and/or alternative
metrics. Metrics may be varied by country according to
another exemplary embodiment. An ADBI construction strat-
egy may offer several advantages. For example, ADBI may
outperform cap-weighted indexes. Additionally, ADBI may
be adaptable to distinct strategies. ADBI may be used to
construct either large or small company indexes, industry
sector indexes, geographic indexes and others. ADBI may
also effectively limit portfolio risk by providing the benefits
of traditional cap-weighted indexes, including diversifica-
tion, broad market participation, liquidity and low turnover,
while generating incrementally higher returns with somewhat
lower volatility than comparable cap-weighted indexes.
ADBI may also provide protection against market bubbles
and fads because a stock’s weight in the index is immune to
errors in stock valuation.

An exemplary embodiment may be a method of construct-
ing a portfolio of financial objects, including the steps of:
purchasing a portfolio of a plurality of mimicking or resam-
pling of financial objects to obtain and/or create a mimicking
portfolio, where performance of the portfolio of mimicking or
resampled financial objects substantially mirrors the perfor-
mance of an accounting data based index based portfolio
without substantially replicating the accounting data based
index based portfolio.

The embodiment may further include: obtaining and/or
using a risk model for the portfolio of mimicking or resa-
mpled financial objects, where the risk model mirrors a risk
model of the accounting data based index.

The performance of the portfolio of mimicking or resa-
mpled financial objects may substantially mirror the perfor-
mance of the accounting data based index based portfolio
without substantially replicating financial objects and/or
weightings in the accounting data based index based portfo-
lio. The risk model may be substantially similar to the Fama-
French factors, where the Fama-French factors may include
at least one of size effect, value effect, and/or momentum
effect.

A financial object, according to one exemplary embodi-
ment, may include: at least one unit of interest in at least one
of: an asset; a liability; a tracking portfolio; a resampled
portfolio, a financial instrument and/or a security, where the
financial instrument and/or the security denotes a debt, an
equity interest, and/or a hybrid; a financial position, a cur-
rency position, a trust, a real estate investment trust (REIT), a
portfolio of trusts and/or REITS, a security instrument, an
equitizing instrument, a commodity, an exchange traded note,
a derivatives contract, including at least one of: a future, a
forward, a put, a call, an option, a swap, and/or any other
transaction relating to a fluctuation of an underlying asset,
notwithstanding the prevailing value of the contract, and not-
withstanding whether such contract, for purposes of account-
ing, is considered an asset or liability; a fund; and/or an
investment entity or account of any kind, including an interest
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in, or rights relating to: a hedge fund, an exchange traded fund
(ETF), a fund of funds, a mutual fund, a closed end fund, an
investment vehicle, and/or any other pooled and/or separately
managed investments. In an exemplary embodiment, the
financial object may include a debt instrument, including,
according to one exemplary embodiment, any one or more of
a bond, a debenture, a subordinated debenture, a mortgage
bond, a collateral trust bond, a convertible bond, an income
bond, a guaranteed bond, a serial bond, a deep discount bond,
a zero coupon bond, a variable rate bond, a deferred interest
bond, acommercial paper, a government security, a certificate
of'deposit, a Eurobond, a corporate bond, a government bond,
a municipal bond, a treasury-bill, a treasury bond, a foreign
bond, an emerging market bond, a developed market bond, a
high yield bond, a junk bond, a collateralized instrument, an
exchange traded note (ETN), and/or other agreements
between a borrower and a lender.

Another exemplary embodiment, may be a method of con-
structing a portfolio of financial objects, including the steps
of: purchasing a plurality of financial objects according to
weightings substantially similar to the weightings of an
accounting data based index, where performance of the plu-
rality of financial objects substantially mirrors the perfor-
mance of the accounting data based index without using
substantially the same financial objects in the accounting data
based index.

The financial object may include: at least one unit of inter-
estin at least one of: an asset; a liability; a tracking portfolio;
a financial instrument and/or a security, where the financial
instrument and/or the security denotes a debt, an equity inter-
est, and/or a hybrid; a derivatives contract, including at least
one of: a future, a forward, a put, a call, an option, a swap,
and/or any other transaction relating to a fluctuation of an
underlying asset, notwithstanding the prevailing value of the
contract, and notwithstanding whether such contract, for pur-
poses of accounting, is considered an asset or liability; a fund;
and/or an investment entity or account of any kind, including
an interest in, or rights relating to: a hedge fund, an exchange
traded fund (ETF), a fund of funds, a mutual fund, a closed
end fund, an investment vehicle, and/or any other pooled
and/or separately managed investments.

Another exemplary embodiment, the may be a method of
constructing a portfolio of financial objects, including the
steps of: determining overlapping financial objects appearing
in both an accounting data based index (ADBI) and a con-
ventional weighted index, where the conventionally weighted
index may include an index weighted based on at least one of
capitalization, equal weighting, and/or share price weighting,
and where the ADBI may include weighting based on at least
one accounting data based factor and not based on any of
capitalization, equal weighting, and/or share price weighting
index; comparing weightings of the overlapping financial
objects in the ADBI with weightings ofthe overlapping finan-
cial objects in the conventionally weighted index; and/or
purchasing at least one financial object based on the compar-
ing.

The purchasing may include at least one of: purchasing a
long position in at least one overlapping financial object when
the comparing indicates the at least one overlapping financial
object is over weighted in the non-capitalization weighted
index relative to the conventional index; and/or purchasing a
short position in at least one overlapping financial object
when the comparing indicates the at least one overlapping
financial object is underweighted in the non-capitalization
weighted index relative to the conventional index.
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The purchasing of the long and/or short positions may be
implemented by using total return swaps. The long and/or
short positions may be held for one year.

The embodiment may further include rebalancing the port-
folio. The rebalancing may include: at least one of creating
new long and/or short positions using cash flow from new
capital contributions; and/or altering existing long and/or
short positions using cash flow from new capital contribu-
tions.

The embodiment may further include using leverage to
obtain the long and/or short positions.

The comparing may include calculating a difference
between the weightings, and/or calculating a difference
between arithmetically modified values of the weightings.
The arithmetically modified values of the weightings may
include square roots of the weightings.

The comparing may include calculating a difference based
on tiers of weightings using stratified sampling.

The financial object may include: at least one unit of inter-
est in at least one of: an asset; a liability; a tracking portfolio;
a financial instrument and/or a security, where the financial
instrument and/or the security denotes a debt, an equity inter-
est, and/or a hybrid; a derivatives contract, including at least
one of: a future, a forward, a put, a call, an option, a swap,
and/or any other transaction relating to a fluctuation of an
underlying asset, notwithstanding the prevailing value of the
contract, and notwithstanding whether such contract, for pur-
poses of accounting, is considered an asset or liability; a fund;
and/or an investment entity or account of any kind, including
an interest in, or rights relating to: a hedge fund, an exchange
traded fund (ETF), a fund of funds, a mutual fund, closed end
fund, an investment vehicle, and/or any other pooled and/or
separately managed investments or accounts.

In another exemplary embodiment, the present invention
may be a method of constructing a portfolio of financial
objects, including the steps of: determining non-overlapping
financial objects appearing in only one of either an account-
ing data based index (ADBI) or a conventional weighted
index by comparing financial objects in an ADBI with finan-
cial objects in a conventionally weighted index, where the
conventionally weighted index may include conventionally
weighting based on at least one of capitalization, equal
weighting, and/or share price weighting, and where the ADBI
may include accounting data based weighting on at least one
accounting data based factor and not based on any of capi-
talization, equal weighting, and/or share price weighting
index; weighting the non-overlapping financial objects
appearing only in the ADBI by accounting data based weight-
ing; weighting the non-overlapping financial objects appear-
ing only in the conventionally weighted index by the conven-
tional weighting; and/or purchasing financial objects based
on the weightings.

The accounting data based weighting may include: (a)
gathering data about a plurality of financial objects; (b) select-
ing a plurality of financial objects to create an index of finan-
cial objects; and/or (c) weighting each of the plurality of
financial objects selected in the index based on an objective
measure of scale and/or size based on accounting data of a
company associated with each of the plurality of financial
objects, where the weighting may include: (i) weighting at
least one of the plurality of financial objects based on
accounting data; and/or (ii) weighting other than weighting
based on at least one of market capitalization, equal weight-
ing, and/or share price weighting.

The embodiment may further include weighting each of
the plurality of financial objects, where each of the financial
objects may include: at least one unit of interest in at least one
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of: an asset; a liability; a tracking portfolio; a financial instru-
ment and/or a security, where the financial instrument and/or
the security denotes a debt, an equity interest, and/or a hybrid;
a derivatives contract, including at least one of: a future, a
forward, a put, a call, an option, a swap, and/or any other
transaction relating to a fluctuation of an underlying asset,
notwithstanding the prevailing value of the contract, and not-
withstanding whether such contract, for purposes of account-
ing, is considered an asset or liability; a fund; and/or an
investment entity or account of any kind, including an interest
in, or rights relating to: a hedge fund, an exchange traded fund
(ETF), a fund of funds, a mutual fund, closed end fund, an
investment vehicle, and/or any other pooled and/or separately
managed investments.

An exemplary embodiment may further include weighting
each ofthe plurality of financial objects, where the each of the
financial objects may include a stock.

Exemplary objective measures of scale and/or size may
include weighting based on any dividends, book value, cash
flow, and/or revenue. An exemplary embodiment may include
additional metrics. The embodiment may further include
equally weighting each objective measure of scale and/or
size.

The embodiment may further include weighting based on
the objective measure of scale and/or size, where the objec-
tive measure of scale and/or size may include a measure of
company size and/or country or industry sector size associ-
ated with each of the plurality of financial objects.

The measure of company size may include at least one of:
inventory, revenue, sales, income, book income, taxable
income, earnings growth rate, earnings before interest and tax
(EBIT), earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation and
amortization (EBITDA), retainer earnings, number of
employees, capital expenditures, salaries, book value, assets,
fixed assets, current assets, quality of assets, operating assets,
intangible assets, dividends, gross dividends, [dividend
yields,] cash flow, liabilities, losses, long term liabilities,
short term liabilities, liquidity, long term debt, short term
debt, bonds, corporate bonds, net worth, shareholder equity,
goodwill, research and development expenditures, costs, cost
of goods sold (COGR), liquidity and/or research and devel-
opment costs.

The measure of country size may include measures relating
to the economy, demographics, geographic scale, population,
area, gross domestic product and its growth, oil consumption,
inflation, unemployment, reserves of natural and/or man-
made resources and/or products, relative corruption (as per-
haps measured by indices), expenditures, democracy and/or
political factors, social and/or religious factors, expenditures,
gross national income (GNI), gross national product (GNP),
and/or gross national debt (GND). Derivatives of the forego-
ing may also be included, such as, for example, changes,
averages and ratio between any of the foregoing measures, as
well as per capita numbers thereof.

The financial object may include: at least one unit of inter-
estin at least one of: an asset; a liability; a tracking portfolio;
a financial instrument and/or a security, where the financial
instrument and/or the security denotes a debt, an equity inter-
est, and/or a hybrid; a derivatives contract, including at least
one of: a future, a forward, a put, a call, an option, a swap,
and/or any other transaction relating to a fluctuation of an
underlying asset, notwithstanding the prevailing value of the
contract, and notwithstanding whether such contract, for pur-
poses of accounting, is considered an asset or liability; a fund;
and/or an investment entity or account of any kind, including
an interest in, or rights relating to: a hedge fund, an exchange
traded fund (ETF), a fund of funds, a mutual fund, a closed
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end fund, an investment vehicle, and/or any other pooled
and/or separately managed investments.

Another exemplary embodiment may be a method,
executed on a data processing system, including the steps of:
creating an accounting data based index (ADBI) based on
accounting data including: selecting a universe of financial
objects, and selecting a subset of the universe based on the
accounting data to obtain the ADBI; and/or creating a port-
folio of financial objects using the ADBI, including weighting
the financial objects in the portfolio according to a measure of
value of a company associated with each financial object in
the portfolio.

The universe according to an exemplary embodiment may
include at least one of: a sector; a market; a market sector; an
industry sector; a geographic sector; an international sector; a
sub-industry sector; a government issue; and/or a tax exempt
financial object.

The accounting based data used in weighting as a measure
of value of the company associated with the financial object,
may include at least one of: any dividends; revenue; cash
flow; and/or book value. An exemplary embodiment may
include selecting and/or weighting constituents based on
industry sector based metrics.

The accounting based data may be weighted relatively
dependent on the geography and/or other country metric of
the company associated with the financial object

The financial object may include: a debt instrument; at
least one unit of interest in at least one of: an asset; a liability;
a tracking portfolio; a financial instrument and/or a security,
where the financial instrument and/or the security denotes a
debt, an equity interest, and/or a hybrid; a derivatives con-
tract, including at least one of: a future, a forward, aput, a call,
an option, a swap, and/or any other transaction relating to a
fluctuation of an underlying asset, notwithstanding the pre-
vailing value of the contract, and notwithstanding whether
such contract, for purposes of accounting, is considered an
asset or liability; a fund; and/or an investment entity or
account of any kind, including an interest in, or rights relating
to: a hedge fund, an exchange traded fund (ETF), a fund of
funds, a mutual fund, a closed end fund, an investment
vehicle, and/or any other pooled and/or separately managed
investments.

Another exemplary embodiment may be a computer-
implemented method for construction and management of an
index and at least one index fund containing a portfolio of
financial objects based on the index, where weighting of the
index is based on accounting based data rather than on stock
prices or market capitalization or equal weighting, the com-
puter-implemented method including the steps of: creating an
index, and at least one index fund containing a portfolio of
financial objects, where the constituent weightings of the
companies issuing the financial objects in the index fund are
based upon accounting based data regarding the companies
associated with the financial objects, where the accounting
based data may includes any dividends, cash flow, revenues,
and/or book value.

The embodiment may further include: creating the index,
and the at least one index fund containing a portfolio of
financial objects where the constituent weightings are based
upon any ratio of accounting based data, or any manipulation
of'accounting based data, that is contained within a standard
company annual report and accounts.

The embodiment may further include: creating the index,
and the at least one index fund containing a portfolio of
financial objects where the constituent weightings are based
upon any ratio of accounting based data per share, or any
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manipulation of accounting based data, that is contained
within a standard company annual report and accounts.

The embodiment may further include: managing an
accounting based data index, and at least one index fund
containing a portfolio of financial objects based on the index
including: altering the relative weightings of the financial
objects within the at least one index fund as the accounting
based data concerning the companies associated with the
financial objects changes.

The altering may include at least one of: altering based on
at least one of: changes in relative weightings of financial
objects in the index; and/or changes in the financial objects
that are members of the index outside the sample changes;
and/or altering at the time of at least one of when, and/or after
at least one company associated with a financial object of the
index reports its accounting information.

The financial object may include: at least one unit of inter-
estin at least one of: an asset; a liability; a tracking portfolio;
a financial instrument and/or a security, where the financial
instrument and/or the security denotes a debt, an equity inter-
est, and/or a hybrid; a derivatives contract, including at least
one of: a future, a forward, a put, a call, an option, a swap,
and/or any other transaction relating to a fluctuation of an
underlying asset, notwithstanding the prevailing value of the
contract, and notwithstanding whether such contract, for pur-
poses of accounting, is considered an asset or liability; a fund;
and/or an investment entity of any kind, including an interest
in, or rights relating to: a hedge fund, an exchange traded fund
(ETF), a fund of funds, a mutual fund, an investment vehicle,
and/or any other pooled and/or separately managed invest-
ments.

The measure of company size may include at least one of:
a financial ratio of a company; a ratio of accounting based
data; a ratio of accounting based data per share; a ratio of a
first accounting based data to a second accounting based data;
a liquidity ratio; a working capital ratio; a current ratio; a
quick ratio; a cash ratio; an asset turnover ratio; a receivables
turnover ratio; an average collection period ratio; [an average
collection period ratio;] an inventory turnover ratio; an inven-
tory period ratio; a leverage ratio; a debt ratio; a debt-to-
equity ratio; an interest coverage ratio; a profitability ratio; a
return on common equity (ROCE) ratio; profit margin ratio;
an earnings per share (EPS) ratio; a gross profit margin ratio;
a return on assets ratio; a return on equity ratio; a dividend
policy ratio; [a dividend yield ratio;] and/or a payout ratio[; a
capital market analysis ratio; a price to earnings (PE) ratio;
and/or a market to book ratio].

In accordance with present embodiments, a method,
executed on a data processing system, includes: creating an
accounting data based index (ADBI) based on accounting
data including: selecting a universe of financial objects,
selecting a subset of the financial objects of the universe
based on at least one of the accounting data, and weighting the
subset of the universe according to at least one of the account-
ing data to obtain the ADBI; and creating a portfolio of
financial objects using the ADBI, including the subset of
selected and weighted financial objects.

In an embodiment, the universe may include at least one of:
a sector; a market; a market sector; an industry sector; a
geographic sector; an international sector; a sub-industry sec-
tor; a government issue; and/or a tax exempt financial object;
agriculture, forestry, fishing and/or hunting industry sector;
mining industry sector; utilities industry sector; construction
industry sector; manufacturing industry sector; wholesale
trade industry sector; retail trade industry sector; transporta-
tion and/or warehousing industry sector; information indus-
try sector; finance and/or insurance industry sector; real estate
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and/or rental and/or leasing industry sector; professional, sci-
entific, and/or technical services industry sector; manage-
ment of companies and/or enterprises industry sector; admin-
istrative and/or support and/or waste management and/or
remediation services industry sector; education services
industry sector; health care and/or social assistance industry
sector; arts, entertainment, and/or recreation industry sector;
accommodation and/or food services industry sector; other
services (except public administration) industry sector; and/
or public administration industry sector.

In an embodiment, the accounting based data used in
weighting as a measure of value of the company associated
with the financial object, may include at least one of: divi-
dends, if any; revenue; cash flow; book value; collateral;
assets; distributions; funds from operations; adjusted funds
from operations; earnings; income; liquidity; country metrics
including at least one of: economic metrics, area, population,
unemployment rate, reserves, resource consumption, democ-
racy index, corruption index, government debt, private debt,
government expenditures, nominal interest rate, commercial
paper yield, consumer price index (CPI), purchasing power,
relation of purchasing power to nominal exchange rate and
any deviations from historical trend, and/or country current
account flow; the economic metrics including at least one of:
a gross domestic product (GDP), a gross national product
(GNP), a gross net income (GNI), and/or a gross national debt
(GND); industry metrics including at least one of: industry
growth rate, total capital expenditures, inventories total—end
of'year, average industry dividends, supplemental labor costs,
inventories finished products—end of year, new orders for
manufactured goods, fuel costs, inventories work in pro-
cess—end of year, shipments, electric energy used, invento-
ries, materials, supplies, fuels, etc.—end of year, unfilled
orders, inventories by stage of fabrication, value of manufac-
turers inventories by stage of fabrication—beginning of year,
Inventories Number of production workers, inventories
total—beginning of year, inventories-to-shipments ratio,
payroll of production workers, inventories finished prod-
ucts—beginning of year, value of product shipments, hours of
production workers, inventories work in process—beginning
of year, statistics from department of commerce, industry
associations, for industry groups and industries, cost of pur-
chased fuels and electric energy, inventories, materials, sup-
plies, fuels,—beginning of year, geographic area statistics,
electric energy quantity purchased, value of shipments—to-
tal, annual survey of manufacturers (ASM), electric energy
cost, value of shipments—products, employment, electric
energy generated, value of shipments—total miscellaneous
receipts, all employees payroll, electric energy sold and/or
transferred, total miscellaneous receipts—value of resales, all
employees hours, cost of purchased fuels, total miscellaneous
receipts—contract receipts, all employees total, compensa-
tion, capital expenditure for plant and/or equipment total,
other total miscellaneous receipts, all employees total fringe
benefit costs, capital expenditure for plant and/or equip-
ment—buildings and/or other structures, interplant transfers,
total cost of materials, capital expenditure for plant and
equipment—machinery and/or equipment total, costs of
materials—total, payroll, capital expenditure for plant and
equipment—autos, trucks, etc for highway use, costs of mate-
rials—materials, parts, containers, packaging, value added by
manufacture, capital expenditure for plant and equipment—
computers, peripheral data processing equipment, costs of
materials—resales, cost of materials consumed, capital
expenditure for plant and equipment—all other expenditures,
costs of materials—purchased fuels, value of shipments,
value of manufacturers inventories by stage of fabrication—
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end of'year, costs of materials—purchased electricity, costs of
materials—contract work, industry cost of capital, and/or
average industry dividend; employees; margin; profit margin;
term structure; interest rate; seasonal factor; a financial ratio
of a company; a ratio of accounting based data; a ratio of
accounting based data per share; a ratio of a first accounting
based data to a second accounting based data; a liquidity ratio;
a working capital ratio; a current ratio; a quick ratio; a cash
ratio; an asset turnover ratio; a receivables turnover ratio; an
average collection period ratio; [an average collection period
ratio;] an inventory turnover ratio; an inventory period ratio;
aleverage ratio; a debt ratio; a debt-to-equity ratio; an interest
coverage ratio; a profitability ratio; a return on common
equity (ROCE) ratio; profit margin ratio; an earnings per
share (EPS) ratio; a gross profit margin ratio; a return on
assets ratio; a return on equity ratio; a dividend policy ratio; [a
dividend yield ratio;] and/or a payout ratio[; a capital market
analysis ratio; a price to earnings (PE) ratio; and/or a market
to book ratio].

In an embodiment, the accounting based data may be
weighted relatively dependent on the geography of the com-
pany associated with the financial object.

Inan embodiment, the financial object may include: at least
one unit of interest in at least one of: an asset; a liability; a
tracking portfolio; financial instrument and/or a security,
wherein the financial instrument and/or the security denotes a
debt, an equity interest, and/or a hybrid; a derivatives con-
tract, including at least one of: a future, a forward, aput, acall,
an option, a swap, and/or any other transaction relating to a
fluctuation of an underlying asset, notwithstanding the pre-
vailing value of the contract, and notwithstanding whether
such contract, for purposes of accounting, is considered an
asset or liability; a commodity; a financial position; a cur-
rency position; a trust, a real estate investment trust (REIT),
real estate operating company (REOC), and/or a portfolio of
trusts; a debt instrument including at least one of: a bond, a
debenture, a subordinated debenture, a mortgage bond, a
collateral trust bond, a convertible bond, an income bond, a
guaranteed bond, a serial bond, a deep discount bond, a zero
coupon bond, a variable rate bond, a deferred interest bond, a
commercial paper, a government security, a certificate of
deposit, a Eurobond, a corporate bond, a government bond, a
municipal bond, a treasury-bill, a treasury bond, a foreign
bond, an emerging market bond, a high yield bond, a devel-
oped market bond, a junk bond, a collateralized instrument,
an exchange traded note (ETN), and/or other agreements
between a borrower and a lender; a fund; and/or an investment
entity or account of any kind, including an interest in, or rights
relating to: hedge fund, an exchange traded fund (ETF), a
fund of funds, a mutual fund, a closed end fund, an investment
vehicle, and/or any other pooled and/or separately managed
investments.

In an embodiment, a computer-implemented method for
constructing at least one of a high-yield debt instruments
index and/or a portfolio of high-yield debt instruments based
on the high yield debt instruments index is provided, the
method including: selecting constituent high-yield debt
instruments of the high-yield debt instruments index based
upon at least one metric regarding the companies associated
with the high-yield debt instruments, wherein the at least one
metric includes at least one of sales, book value, cash flow,
dividends if any, collateral, a composite of the other metrics,
and/or ratios pertaining thereto; and weighting the constituent
high-yield debt instruments based upon at least one metric
regarding the size of the companies associated with the high-
yield debt instruments to obtain constituent weightings for
each respective constituent high-yield debt instrument,
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wherein the at least one metric includes at least one of sales,
book value, cash flow, dividends if any, collateral, a compos-
ite of the other metrics, and/or ratios pertaining thereto.

In an embodiment, the weighting is substantially exclusive
of'an influence of price of the companies. In another embodi-
ment, the weighting is not based on any of equal weighting,
weighting in proportion to price, weighting in proportion to
market capitalization, and/or weighting in proportion to free
float. In another embodiment, the at least one metric includes
data found within a generally accepted accounting principles
(GAAP) company annual report and accounts (GAAP
reports). In an embodiment, the method further includes bas-
ing the constituent weightings of the high-yield debt instru-
ments upon at least one of a ratio or a manipulation of the
accounting data. In another embodiment, the constituent
weightings are based upon at least one of a ratio or a manipu-
lation of the accounting data including basing the constituent
weightings on at least one of: a relative size of the return on
assets of the selected companies, the return on investment
thereof, and/or the return on capital thereof compared to the
cost of capital thereof, wherein the return is determined based
on cash flow. In another embodiment, the constituent weight-
ings of the high-yield debt instruments within the high-yield
debt instruments index or high yield debt instruments fund are
altered as the accounting data concerning the companies in or
outside the index changes. In another embodiment, the con-
stituent weightings of the high-yield debt instruments within
the fund are altered when at least one of: one or more of the
companies report their quarterly and/or annual accounting
information; and/or at a pre-determined time after which the
majority of the companies in the index have reported their
quarterly and/or annual accounting data. In an embodiment,
the weighting includes calculating the constituent weightings
based upon the at least one accounting data. In another
embodiment, the calculating is performed by an index man-
ager calculator.

In an embodiment, a computer-implemented method for
constructing at least one of an emerging markets financial
objects index and/or an emerging markets financial objects
portfolio of emerging market financial objects based on the
emerging markets financial objects index is provided, the
method including: selecting constituent emerging market
financial objects of the emerging markets financial objects
index based upon at least one accounting data regarding a
company relating to the emerging market financial object
and/or demographic data regarding the region, country, and/
or sovereign associated with the emerging market financial
object; and weighting the constituent emerging market finan-
cial objects based upon at least one accounting and/or demo-
graphic data regarding the region, country and/or sovereign
associated with the emerging market financial objects to
obtain constituent weightings for each respective constituent
emerging market financial object, wherein the emerging mar-
ket financial object includes at least one of an emerging
market debt instrument and/or an emerging market equity
instrument, and wherein the at least one accounting data
and/or demographic data includes at least one of a demo-
graphic measure, a population level, an area, a geographic
area, an economic factor, a gross domestic product (GDP),
GDP growth, a natural resource characteristic, an energy
metric, a petroleum characteristic, a resource consumption
metric, a petroleum consumption amount, a liquid natural gas
(LNG) characteristic, a liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) char-
acteristic, an expenditures characteristic, gross national
income (GNI), a debt characteristic, a rate of inflation, a rate
of unemployment, a reserves level, a population characteris-
tic, a corruption characteristic, a democracy characteristic, a
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social metric, a political metric, a per capita ratio of any of the
foregoing or any other characteristic, a derivative of any fore-
going or any other characteristic and/or a ratio of two of the
foregoing or any other characteristics.

In an embodiment, the weighting is not based on any of
equal weighting, weighting in proportion to share price,
weighting in proportion to market capitalization, and/or
weighting in proportion to free float. The demographic data
may include data found within a database of information
pertaining to at least one of regions, sovereigns and/or coun-
tries. In an embodiment, the method may further include
basing the constituent weightings of the emerging market
financial objects upon at least one of a ratio or a manipulation
of the accounting and/or demographic data. In an embodi-
ment, the constituent weightings of the emerging market
financial objects within the emerging markets financial
objects index and/or emerging markets financial objects port-
folio are altered as the accounting data and/or demographic
data concerning the regions, countries and/or sovereigns in or
outside the index changes. In an embodiment, the weighting
includes calculating the constituent weightings based upon
the at least one accounting data and/or demographic data. In
another embodiment, the calculating is performed by an
index manager calculator.

In an embodiment, a computer-implemented method for
constructing at least one of a Real Estate Investment Trust
(REIT) and/or Real Estate Operating Company (REOC)
index or a REIT and/or REOC fund including a portfolio of
REITs and/or REOCs based on the REIT and/or REOC index
is provided, the method including: selecting constituent
REITs and/or REOCs for the REIT and/or REOC index based
upon at least one data metric of REIT and/or REOC size,
wherein the data metric includes at least one of revenues,
adjusted funds from operations (AFFO), funds from opera-
tions (FFO), distributions, dividends, and/or assets; and
weighting the constituent REITs based upon at least one data
metric of REIT and/or REOC size, wherein the data metric
includes at least one of revenues, adjusted funds from opera-
tions (AFFO), funds from operations (FFO), distributions,
dividends, and/or assets, to obtain constituent weightings for
each respective constituent REIT and/or REOC.

In an embodiment, the weighting is substantially exclusive
of an influence of REIT and/or REOC price. In another
embodiment, the weighting is not based on any of equal
weighting, weighting in proportion to REIT and/or REOC
price, weighting in proportion to market capitalization, and/
or weighting in proportion to free float. In another embodi-
ment, at least one accounting data includes at least one of total
assets, funds from operations (FFO), adjusted funds from
operations (AFFO), revenues, total dividend distributions,
and/or ratios pertaining thereto. In another embodiment, the
accounting data includes data found within a. generally
accepted accounting principles (GAAP) company annual
report and accounts (GAAP reports). In another embodiment,
the method further includes basing the constituent weightings
of'the REITs upon at least one of a ratio or a manipulation of
the accounting data.

In an embodiment, the basing of the constituent weightings
upon at least one of a ratio or a manipulation of the accounting
data includes basing the constituent weightings on at least one
of: a relative size of the return on assets of the selected
companies, the return on investment thereof, and/or the return
on capital thereof compared to the cost of capital thereof,
wherein the return is determined based on at least one of funds
from operations (FFO) or adjusted funds from operations
(AFFO). In another embodiment, the constituent weightings
of'the REITs within the REIT index or REIT fund are altered
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as the accounting data concerning the companies in or outside
the index changes. In another embodiment, the constituent
weightings of the REITs within the fund are altered when at
least one of: one or more of the companies report their quar-
terly and/or annual accounting information; and/or at a pre-
determined time after which the majority of the companies in
the index have reported their quarterly and/or annual account-
ing data.

In another embodiment, the weighting includes calculating
the constituent weightings based upon the at least one
accounting data. In another embodiment, the step of calcu-
lating is performed by an index manager computer system. In
another embodiment,

In an embodiment, a computer-implemented method for
constructing at least one of a currency instrument index and/
or a currency instrument portfolio of currency and/or related
foreign exchange (FX) instruments based on the currency
instrument index is provided, the method including: selecting
constituent currencies and/or FX instruments of the currency
index based upon at least one accounting and/or demographic
data regarding at least one of the regions, countries, and/or
sovereigns associated with the currencies and/or FX instru-
ments; and weighting the constituent currencies and/or FX
instruments based upon at least one accounting and/or demo-
graphic data regarding at least one of the regions, countries
and/or sovereigns associated with the currencies and/or FX
instruments to obtain constituent weightings for each respec-
tive constituent currency and/or FX instrument.

In an embodiment, the weighting is not based on any of
equal weighting, weighting in proportion to share price,
weighting in proportion to market capitalization, and/or
weighting in proportion to free float.

In another embodiment, the at least one accounting or
demographic data includes at least one of a demographic
measure; a population level; an area; a geographic area; an
economic factor; a gross domestic product (GDP); GDP
growth; a natural resource characteristic; a petroleum char-
acteristic; a resource consumption metric; a petroleum con-
sumption amount; a liquid natural gas (LNG) characteristic; a
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) characteristic; an expenditures
characteristic; gross national income (GNI); a debt character-
istic; a rate of inflation; a rate of unemployment; a reserves
level; a population characteristic; a corruption characteristic;
ademocracy characteristic; a social metric; a political metric;
nominal interest rates and the ratios of nominal interest rates
between issuing sovereign entities; commercial paper yield
metric; credit rating metric; consumer price index (CPI);
purchasing power of local currency metric; metrics measur-
ing relations between the purchasing power of local currency
metric and nominal exchange rates and deviations from his-
torical trends in such metrics; government exchange rate
regime; a per capita ratio of any of the foregoing or any other
characteristic; a derivative of any foregoing or any other
characteristic and/or a ratio of two of the foregoing or any
other characteristics.

In an embodiment, the demographic data includes data
found within a database of information pertaining to regions,
sovereigns and/or countries. In another embodiment, the
method further includes basing the constituent weightings of
the currency and related FX instruments upon at least one of
a ratio or a manipulation of the accounting data. In another
embodiment, the constituent weightings of the currency and
related FX instruments within the currency index or currency
fund are altered as the demographic data concerning the
regions, countries, or sovereigns associated with currency or
related debt instruments in or outside the index changes.
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In another embodiment, the constituent weightings of the
currency and related FX instruments within the FX fund are
altered when at least one of: one or more of the regions,
countries or sovereigns report their quarterly and/or annual
accounting or demographic information; and/or at a pre-de-
termined time after which the majority of the regions, coun-
tries, or sovereigns in the index have reported their quarterly
and/or annual accounting or demographic data. In another
embodiment, the weighting includes calculating the constitu-
ent weightings based upon the at least one accounting data. In
another embodiment, the calculating is performed by an
index manager calculator.

In an embodiment, a computer-implemented method for
constructing at least one of a commodities index and/or a
commodities portfolio of commodities and/or derivative
instruments based on the commodities index is provided, the
method including: selecting constituent commodities and/or
derivative instruments of the commodities index based upon
at least one accounting data regarding the companies or
industries associated with the commodities; and weighting
the constituent commodities and/or derivative instruments
based upon at least one accounting data regarding the com-
panies and/or industries associated with production and con-
sumption of the commodities to obtain constituent weight-
ings for each respective commodity and/or derivative
instrument. In an embodiment, the weighting is substantially
exclusive of an influence of share price of the companies or
industries. In another embodiment, the weighting is not based
on any of equal weighting, weighting in proportion to share
price, weighting in proportion to market capitalization, and/
or weighting in proportion to free float. In another embodi-
ment, the at least one accounting data includes at least one of
sales, book value, cash-flow, any dividends, total assets, rev-
enue, number of employees, profit margins, and/or collateral,
and/or ratios pertaining thereto of the companies or industries
responsible for the production and consumption of a com-
modity, total per unit cost of production of the commaodity, the
commodity reserves value, term structure of the commodity’s
futures, momentum in price of the commodity, and any sea-
sonal factors that affect the valuation of the commodity.

In another embodiment, the accounting data includes data
found within a generally accepted accounting principles
(GAAP) company annual report and accounts (GAAP
reports). In another embodiment, the method further includes
basing the constituent weightings of the commodities and
related derivative instruments upon at least one of a ratio or a
manipulation of the accounting data. In another embodiment,
the basing of the constituent weightings upon at least one of a
ratio or a manipulation of the accounting data includes basing
the constituent weightings on at least one of: a relative size of
the return on assets of the companies or industries responsible
for producing and consuming selected commodities, the
return on investment thereof, and/or the return on capital
thereof compared to the cost of capital thereof, wherein the
return is determined based on cash flow.

In another embodiment, the constituent weightings of the
commodities and related derivative instruments within the
commodities index or commodities fund are altered as the
accounting data concerning the companies or industries
responsible for producing and consuming the commodities in
or outside the index changes. In another embodiment, the
constituent weightings of the commodities and related deriva-
tive instruments within the fund are altered when at least one
of: one or more of the companies or industries report their
quarterly and/or annual accounting information; and/or at a
pre-determined time after which the majority of the compa-
nies or industries responsible for producing and consuming
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the commodities in the index have reported their quarterly
and/or annual accounting data.

In another embodiment, the weighting includes calculating
the constituent weightings based upon the at least one
accounting data. In another embodiment, the calculating is
performed by an index manager calculator.

In an embodiment, a computer-implemented method for
the construction and management of a financial object index
and/or a financial object market index fund containing a port-
folio of financial objects based on the financial object market
index is provided, the method including: creating a financial
object market index, and/or at least one financial object mar-
ket index fund including a portfolio of financial objects,
wherein the creating includes: selecting constituent financial
object of the financial object market index based upon at least
one accounting data about the entities associated with the
financial object, wherein the selecting is exclusive of a mate-
rial influence of price, and weighting the constituent financial
object of the financial object market index to obtain constitu-
ent weightings based upon at least one accounting data
regarding the entities associated with the financial objects,
wherein the weighting is exclusive of a material influence of
price of the financial object associated with the entity, and
wherein the weighting is not based on any of equal weighting,
weighting in proportion to share price of the stocks of the
companies, weighting in proportion to market capitalization
of the entities associated with the financial object, and/or
weighting in proportion to free float.

In another embodiment, the method further includes bas-
ing the constituent weightings of the financial object upon at
least one of: a ratio and/or a manipulation of the accounting
data. In another embodiment, the constituent weightings of
the financial object within the financial object market index
fund are altered as the accounting data concerning the com-
panies in or outside the index changes.

In another embodiment, the constituent weightings of the
financial object within the financial object fund are altered
when at least one of: one or more ofthe companies report their
quarterly and/or annual accounting information; and/or at a
pre-determined time after which the majority of the compa-
nies in the index have reported their quarterly and/or annual
accounting data. In another embodiment, the accounting data
may include data found within a generally accepted account-
ing principles (GAAP) company annual report and accounts
(GAAP reports). In another embodiment, the accounting data
may include at least one of: relative size of profit of a com-
pany, and/or pre-exceptional profits, sales, assets, cash flow,
shareholders’ equity, and/or a return on investment of the
entity.

In another exemplary embodiment, the accounting data
may include: a weighted combination of sales, cash flow, and
any other generally accepted accounting data. In another
embodiment, the data includes at least one of any dividends,
profit, assets and/or ratios pertaining thereto. In another
embodiment, the another accounting data includes at least
one of any dividends, profit, assets, and any fundamental
accounting item, and/or ratio pertaining thereto. In another
embodiment, the basing of the constituent weightings upon at
least one of a ratio and/or a manipulation of the accounting
data includes basing the constituent weightings on at least one
of: a relative size of the return on assets of the selected
companies, the return on investment thereof, and/or the return
on capital thereof compared to the cost of capital thereof.

In another exemplary embodiment, the creating including
calculating the constituent weightings based upon the at least
one accounting data. In another embodiment, the calculating
is performed by an index manager calculator.
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In an exemplary embodiment, a computer-implemented
system for construction and management of a financial index
and a portfolio based on the financial index is provided, where
the financial index is generated based on accounting data, the
system including: an index manager configured to create the
financial index, and at least one portfolio based on the finan-
cial index, wherein constituent weightings of constituents of
the portfolio are based upon at least one accounting data
regarding a company associated with each of the constituents
of the financial portfolio, the selection of the constituents of
the financial index based upon at least one accounting data
about the companies exclusive of a material influence of share
price, and wherein the constituent weightings are exclusive of
a material influence of share price of the companies and
wherein the constituent weightings are not based on any of
equal weighting, weighting in proportion to share price,
weighting in proportion to market capitalization, and/or
weighting in proportion to free float. In an embodiment, the
accounting based data includes at least one of: dividends
and/or ratios related thereto.

In another embodiment, a computer readable medium is
provided embodying program logic which when executed by
a computer performs a method including: creating a financial
index, and at least one portfolio based on the financial index,
wherein constituent weightings of constituents of the portfo-
lio are based upon at least one accounting data regarding a
company associated with each of the constituents of the port-
folio, the creating including: selecting constituents of the
financial index based upon at least one accounting data about
the companies exclusive of a material influence of share price,
and weighting the constituents based on at least one account-
ing data exclusive of a material influence of share price of the
companies to obtain constituent weightings, wherein the con-
stituent weightings are not based on any of equal weighting,
weighting in proportion to share price, weighting in propor-
tion to market capitalization, and/or weighting in proportion
to free float.

In an embodiment, the method further includes: creating
the financial index, and the at least one portfolio, wherein the
atleast one accounting data includes at least one of: dividends
and/or ratios pertaining thereto. In another embodiment, the
another accounting data includes at least one of: any divi-
dends and/or ratios pertaining thereto. In another embodi-
ment, the accounting data includes at least one of: any divi-
dends and/or ratios pertaining thereto. In another
embodiment, the accounting data includes at least one of: any
dividends and/or ratios pertaining thereto.

In another embodiment, the financial object market index
is based on accounting data, the method including: creating a
financial object market index including: selecting constituent
financial objects of the financial object market index based
upon at least one accounting data regarding the companies
associated with the financial objects, wherein the selecting is
substantially exclusive of an influence of price, and weighting
the constituent financial object based upon at least one
accounting data regarding the entities associated with the
financial object to obtain constituent weightings, wherein the
weighting is substantially exclusive of an influence of price of
the financial object associated with the entity, and wherein the
weighting is not based on any of equal weighting, weighting
in proportion to share price, weighting in proportion to mar-
ket capitalization, and/or weighting in proportion to free float.

In another embodiment, a financial object market index
fund containing a portfolio of stocks based on a stock market
index is provided, the method including: creating a stock
market index fund including a portfolio of financial objects
based on the financial objects market index wherein the finan-
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cial objects market index is created by selecting constituent
stocks of the financial objects market index based upon at
least one accounting data about the companies exclusive of a
material influence of price, and by weighting the constituent
financial objects of the financial objects market index based
upon at least one accounting data regarding the companies
whose financial objects are in the financial objects market
index, wherein the weighting is exclusive of a material influ-
ence of price of the entities, and wherein the weighting is not
based on any of equal weighting, weighting in proportion to
share price, weighting in proportion to market capitalization,
and/or weighting in proportion to free float.

In another embodiment, the financial objects market index
fund is held by, or on behalf of, one or a plurality of investors.
In another embodiment, the selecting includes selecting
based upon at least one of: a ratio of the accounting data;
and/or a manipulation of the accounting data. In another
embodiment, the accounting data includes at least one of:
relative size of a profits of a the entity; and/or pre-exceptional
profits, sales, assets, cash flow, shareholders’ equity, and/or a
return on investment of a the entity. In another embodiment,
the accounting data includes any generally accepted account-
ing data. [In another embodiment,]

In another embodiment, creating the stock market index
includes selecting stocks from a set of entities having a pub-
licly available periodic financial report. In another embodi-
ment, the set of companies is not substantially equivalent to
any one of the S&P 500 Index, and/or the Dow Jones Indus-
trial Average. In another embodiment, selecting includes:
selecting a subset from the set, wherein the set includes at
least one of substantially all of the companies having a pub-
licly available periodic financial report, and/or a plurality of
subsets of the set. In another embodiment, the set includes a
collection of a plurality of partitioned subsets of financial
objects. In another embodiment, wherein the index includes a
collection of a plurality of partitioned subindexes. In another
embodiment, the index is partitioned into subindexes based
on any criterion. In another embodiment, the set includes a
group of entities greater than 500 companies. In another
embodiment, the set includes substantially all entities having
publicly available periodic financial reports.

In another embodiment, the selecting includes eliminating
from the set a subset of entities chosen according to at least
one accounting data substantially independent of price. In
another embodiment, the weighting includes weighting the
remaining companies after the eliminating, according to at
least one accounting data. In another embodiment, the elimi-
nating includes eliminating based on illiquidity. In another
embodiment, the financial objects include at least one of:
substantially all U.S. financial objects, all financial objects in
amarket, all stocks in a sector of a market, and/or all stocks in
a subset of a market. In another embodiment, the stocks
include U.S. stocks. In another embodiment, the financial
objects include securities. In another embodiment, the finan-
cial objects include common financial objects. In yet another
embodiment, the financial objects market index fund is held
by, or on behalf of, one or a plurality of investors.

In an embodiment, a system is provided, including: an
entity database storing aggregated accounting based data
about a plurality of entities obtained from an external data
source, each of the entities having at least one asset type
associated therewith, the aggregated accounting based data
including at least one non-market capitalization objective
measure of scale metric associated with each the entity; and
an analysis host computer processing apparatus coupled to
the entity database, the analysis host computer processing
apparatus including: a data retrieval and storage subsystem
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operative to retrieve the aggregated accounting based data
from the entity database and store the aggregated accounting
based data to the entity database; an index generation sub-
system including: a selection subsystem operative to select a
group of the entities based on at least one non-market capi-
talization objective measure of scale metric; a weighting
function generation subsystem operative to generate a
weighting function based on at least one non-market capitali-
zation objective measure of scale metric; a index creation
subsystem operative to create a non-market capitalization
objective measure of scale index based on the group of
selected entities and the weighting function; and a storing
subsystem operative to store the non-market capitalization
objective measure of scale index. An asset type may include a
financial object, as well as any other asset type.

In another embodiment, the analysis host computer pro-
cessing apparatus further includes: a normalization calcula-
tion sub-system operative to normalize the data for the at least
one non-market capitalization objective measure of scale
across the plurality of entities. In another embodiment, the at
least one non-market capitalization objective measure of
scale metric used by the selection subsystem differs from the
at least one non-market capitalization objective measure of
scale metric used by the weighting function generating sub-
system. In another embodiment, the at least one non-market
capitalization objective measure of scale metric used by the
selection subsystem excludes any combination of: market
capitalization; and/or share price.

In another embodiment, the at least one non-market capi-
talization objective measure of scale metric used by the
weighting function generation subsystem excludes any com-
bination of: market capitalization weighting; equal weight-
ing; and/or share price weighting. In another embodiment, the
selection subsystem is operative to: (i) for each entity, assign
a percentage factor to each of a plurality of the at least one
non-market capitalization objective measure of scale metric,
each percentage factor corresponding to the importance of the
at least one non-market capitalization objective measure of
scale metric to the selection; (ii) for each entity, multiply each
of the percentage factors with the corresponding non-market
capitalization objective measure of scale metric thereof, to
compute a selection relevance factor for the entity; (iii) deter-
mine the selected group of entities by: (A) comparing the
selection relevance factors for the entities; (B) ranking the
entities based on the comparison; (C) selecting a predeter-
mined number of the entities having highest rankings to be the
selected group of entities.

In another embodiment, the weighting function generating
subsystem is operative to: (i) for each entity including the
selected group of entities, assign a percentage factor to each
of a plurality of the at least one non-market capitalization
objective measure of scale metric, each percentage factor
corresponding to the importance of the at least one non-
market capitalization objective measure of scale metric to the
weighting; and (i) for each entity including the selected
group of entities, multiply each of the percentage factors with
the corresponding non-market capitalization objective mea-
sure of scale metric thereof, the corresponding non-market
capitalization objective measure of scale metric being a mem-
ber of the plurality, to compute an entity function; and (iii) set
the weighting function as a combination of the totality of the
entity functions.

In another embodiment, each of asset type includes at least
one of: a stock; a commodity; a futures contract; a bond; a
mutual fund; a hedge fund; a fund of funds; an exchange
traded fund (ETF); a derivative; and/or a negative weighting
on any asset. In another embodiment, the at least one asset
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type includes a stock. In another embodiment, the at least one
asset type includes a commodity. In another embodiment, the
at least one asset type includes a futures contract. In another
embodiment, the at least one asset type includes a bond. In
another embodiment, the at least one asset type includes a
mutual fund. In another embodiment, the at least one asset
type includes a hedge fund. In another embodiment, the at
least one asset type includes a fund of funds. In another
embodiment, the at least one asset type includes an exchange
traded fund (ETF). In another embodiment, the at least one
assettype includes a derivative. In another embodiment, the at
least one asset type includes a negative weighting on any asset
type. In another embodiment, the negative weighting is per-
formed for purposes of at least one of establishing and/or
measuring performance for at least one of: any security; a
portfolio of assets; a hedge fund; and/or a long/short position.
In another embodiment, the at least one non-market capitali-
zation objective measure of scale metric includes a measure
of size of the entity. In another embodiment, the measure of
size of the entity includes at least one of: gross revenue; sales;
income; earnings before interest and tax (EBIT); earnings
before interest, taxes, depreciation and amortization
(EBITDA); number of employees; book value; assets; liabili-
ties; and/or net worth. In another embodiment, the non-mar-
ket capitalization objective measure of scale metric includes
a metric relating to an underlying asset type itself.

In an embodiment, the asset type includes at least one of: a
municipality; a municipality issuing bonds; and/or a com-
modity. In another embodiment, the at least one non-market
capitalization objective measure of scale metric includes at
least one of: revenue; profitability; sales; total sales; foreign
sales, domestic sales; net sales; gross sales; profit margin;
operating margin; retained earnings; earnings per share; book
value; book value adjusted for inflation; book value adjusted
for replacement cost; book value adjusted for liquidation
value; dividends; assets; tangible assets; intangible assets;
fixed assets; property; plant; equipment; goodwill; replace-
ment value of assets; liquidation value of assets; liabilities;
long term liabilities; short term liabilities; net worth; research
and development expense; accounts receivable; earnings
before interest and tax (EBIT); earnings before interest, taxes,
dividends, and amortization (EBITDA); accounts payable;
cost of goods sold (CGS); debt ratio; budget; capital budget;
cash budget; direct labor budget; factory overhead budget;
operating budget; sales budget; inventory system; type of
stock offered; liquidity; book income; tax income; capitali-
zation of earnings; capitalization of goodwill; capitalization
of interest; capitalization of revenue; capital spending; cash;
compensation; employee turnover; overhead costs; credit rat-
ing; growth rate; tax rate; liquidation value of entity; capitali-
zation of cash; capitalization of earnings; capitalization of
revenue; cash flow; and/or future value of expected cash flow.

In an embodiment, the at least one non-market capitaliza-
tion objective measure of scale metric includes a ratio of any
combination of two or more non-market capitalization objec-
tive measure of scale metrics. In another embodiment, the
ratio of any combination of the objective measure of scale
metrics comprise at least one of: current ratio; debt ratio;
overhead expense as a percent of sales; and/or debt service
burden ratio. In another embodiment, the at least one non-
market capitalization objective measure of scale metric
includes a demographic measure.

In an embodiment, the demographic measure of scale
includes atleast one of: a measure relating to employees; floor
space; office space; location; and/or other demographics of an
asset. In another embodiment, the measure of size of the
entity includes at least a demographic measure. In another
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embodiment, the demographic measure includes at least one
of: a non-financial metric; a non-market related metric; a
number of employees; floor space; office space; and/or other
demographics of the asset. In another embodiment, the at
least one non-market capitalization objective metric includes
a metric relating to geography. In another embodiment, the
geographic metric relating to geography includes a geo-
graphic metric other than gross domestic product (GDP).

In an embodiment, the system further includes a trading
host computer processing apparatus, coupled to the analysis
host computer processing apparatus, and operative to con-
struct a portfolio of assets including one or more trading
assets, the trading host computer processing apparatus
including: an index retrieval subsystem operative to retrieve
the non-market capitalization objective measure of scale
index; a trading accounts management subsystem operative
to receive one or more data indicative of investment amounts
from one or more investors; a purchasing subsystem operative
to permit purchasing of one or more of the trading assets using
the investment amounts based on the non-market capitaliza-
tion objective measure of scale index.

In an embodiment, the system further includes a trading
accounts database coupled to the trading accounts manage-
ment subsystem, the trading accounts database operative to
store the one or more data indicative of the investment
amounts. In another embodiment, the system further includes
an exchange host computer processing apparatus coupled to
the purchasing subsystem, the exchange host computer pro-
cessing apparatus operative to perform one or more functions
of the purchasing subsystem. In another embodiment, the
asset type includes at least one of: a fund; a mutual fund; a
fund of funds; an asset account; an exchange traded fund
(ETF); a separate account, a pooled trust; and/or a limited
partnership.

In an embodiment, the system further includes: rebalanc-
ing a pre-selected group of trading assets based on the non-
market capitalization objective measure of scale index. In
another embodiment, the rebalancing is performed on a peri-
odic basis. In another embodiment, the rebalancing is based
on the group of assets reaching a predetermined threshold.

In an embodiment, the system further includes: applying
one or more rules associated with the non-market capitaliza-
tion objective measure of scale index. In another embodi-
ment, the system may be used for at least one of: investment
management, and/or investment portfolio benchmarking. In
another embodiment, the selection sub-system is operative to
perform enhanced index investing, including: computing the
portfolio of assets in a fashion wherein at least one of: hold-
ings; performance; and/or characteristics, are substantially
similar to an external index. In another embodiment, the
weighting subsystem is further operative to weight based on
a non-financial metric associated with each of the selected
group of entities.

In an embodiment, a system is operative to produce data
indicative of the state of a plurality of entities, including: (i)
an entity database storing aggregated entity data about the
plurality of entities obtained from an external data source,
each of the entities having at least one object type associated
therewith, the aggregated entity data including at least one
objective metric associated with each entity; (ii) an input/
output subsystem; and (iii) an analysis host computer pro-
cessing apparatus coupled to the entity database via the input/
output subsystem, the analysis host computer processing
apparatus including: (A) a data retrieval and storage sub-
system operative to retrieve the aggregated entity data from
the entity database and store the aggregated entity data to the
entity database; (B) a data generation apparatus subsystem
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including: (1) an object selection subsystem operative to
select a group of the entities based on a the at least one
objective metric; (2) an object weighting function generating
subsystem operative to generate a weighting function based
on the at least one objective metric; (3) a data creating sub-
system operative to create the data based on the group of
selected entities and the weighting function; (4) an object
storing subsystem operative to store the data; and (5) a dis-
playing subsystem operative to generate for visual display the
data indicative of the state of the plurality of entities.

In another embodiment, (i) the data includes an index; (ii)
each objective metric includes a non-market capitalization
objective measure of scale metric; (iii) each entity data
includes a corporate entity data; and (iv) each object type
includes an asset data of the entity.

In another embodiment, the analysis host computer pro-
cessing apparatus further includes: a normalization calcula-
tion subsystem operative to normalize the data for the at least
one non-market capitalization objective measure of scale
metric across the plurality of entities. In another embodiment,
the at least one objective metric used by the object selection
subsystem differs from the at least one objective metric used
by the object weighting function generating subsystem. In
another embodiment, the at least one object metric used by
the object selection subsystem excludes any combination of
data regarding: market capitalization; and/or share price.

In another embodiment, the at least one object used by the
object weighting function generating subsystem excludes any
combination of data regarding: market capitalization weight-
ing; equal weighting; and/or share price weighting. In another
embodiment, the object selection subsystem includes a selec-
tion subsystem operative to: (i) for each entity, assigning a
percentage factor to each of a plurality of the at least one
objective metric, each percentage factor corresponding to the
importance of the at least one objective metric to the selec-
tion; (i) for each entity, multiplying each of the percentage
factors with the corresponding objective metric thereof, to
compute a selection relevance factor for the entity; (iii) deter-
mining the selected group of entities by: (A) comparing the
selection relevance factors for the entities; (B) ranking the
entities based on the comparison; (C) selecting a predeter-
mined number of the entities having highest rankings to be the
selected group of entities.

In another embodiment, the object weighting function gen-
erating subsystem is operative to: (i) for each entity including
the selected group of entities, assigning a percentage factor to
each of a plurality of the at least one objective metric, each
percentage factor corresponding to the importance of the at
least one objective metric to the weighting; (ii) for each entity
including said selected group of entities, multiplying each of
the percentage factors with the corresponding objective met-
ric thereof, the corresponding objective metric being a mem-
ber of the plurality, to compute an entity function; and (iii)
setting the weighting function as a combination of the totality
of the entity functions.

In another embodiment, each of the object types includes
data regarding an asset of the entity, said asset including at
least one of: a stock; a commodity; a futures contract; a bond;
a mutual fund; a hedge fund; a fund of funds; an exchange
traded fund (ETF); a derivative; and/or a negative weighting
on any asset. In another embodiment, the at least one objec-
tive metric includes data regarding the entity, the data includ-
ing data regarding at least one of: revenue; profitability; sales;
total sales; foreign sales, domestic sales; net sales; gross
sales; profit margin; operating margin; retained earnings;
earnings per share; book value; book value adjusted for infla-
tion; book value adjusted for replacement cost; book value
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adjusted for liquidation value; dividends; assets; tangible
assets; intangible assets; fixed assets; property; plant; equip-
ment; goodwill; replacement value of assets; liquidation
value of assets; liabilities; long term liabilities; short term
liabilities; net worth; research and development expense;
accounts receivable; earnings before interest and tax (EBIT);
earnings before interest, taxes, dividends, and amortization
(EBITDA); accounts payable; cost of goods sold (CGS); debt
ratio; budget; capital budget; cash budget; direct labor budget;
factory overhead budget; operating budget; sales budget;
inventory system; type of stock offered; liquidity; book
income; tax income; capitalization of earnings; capitalization
of goodwill; capitalization of interest; capitalization of rev-
enue; capital spending; cash; compensation; employee turn-
over; overhead costs; credit rating; growth rate; tax rate;
liquidation value of entity; capitalization of cash; capitaliza-
tion of earnings; capitalization of revenue; cash flow; and/or
future value of expected cash flow.

In another embodiment, the system further includes a trad-
ing host computer processing apparatus, coupled to the analy-
sis host computer processing apparatus, and operative to con-
struct a portfolio of assets including one or more trading
assets, the trading host computer processing apparatus
including: a data retrieval subsystem operative to retrieve the
data; a trading accounts management subsystem operative to
receive one or more data indicative of investment amounts
from one or more investors; a purchasing subsystem operative
to permit purchasing of one or more of the trading assets using
the investment amounts based on the data.

In another embodiment, the system further includes a trad-
ing accounts database coupled to the trading accounts man-
agement subsystem, the trading accounts database operative
to store the one or more data indicative of the investment
amounts. In another embodiment, the system further includes
an exchange host computer processing apparatus coupled to
the purchasing subsystem, the exchange host computer pro-
cessing apparatus operative to perform one or more functions
of the purchasing subsystem.

In an embodiment, the system may also further include: a
rebalancing computational subsystem operative to rebalance
a pre-selected group of trading assets based on the data. In
another embodiment, the rebalancing computational sub-
system performs rebalancing on a periodic basis. In yet
another embodiment, the rebalancing computational sub-
system performs rebalancing based on the trading assets
reaching a predetermined threshold.

Further features and advantages of, as well as the structure
and operation of, various embodiments, are described in
detail below with reference to the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing and other features and advantages of the
invention will be apparent from the following, more particu-
lar description of exemplary embodiments of the invention, as
illustrated in the accompanying drawings. In the drawings,
like reference numbers generally indicate identical, function-
ally similar, and/or structurally similar elements. The draw-
ing in which an element first appears is indicated by the
leftmost digits in the corresponding reference number. A
preferred exemplary embodiment is discussed below in the
detailed description of the following drawings:

FIG. 1 is a deployment diagram of an index generation and
use process in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention;
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FIG. 2 is a process flow diagram of an index generation
process in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 3 is a process flow diagram of an index use process in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 4 is a process flow diagram of a method of creating a
portfolio of financial objects;

FIG. 5 is a process flow diagram of a method of construct-
ing an ADBI and a portfolio of financial objects using the
ADBJ;

FIG. 6 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a computer
system as may be used in the analysis host, trading host, or
exchange host, according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 7 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a chart graph-
ing cumulative returns by date for exemplary high yield debt
instrument metrics according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 8 depicts a block diagram of an exemplary embodi-
ment of a system according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 9 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a chart graph-
ing cumulative returns by date for exemplary emerging mar-
ket debt instrument metrics according to an exemplary
embodiment;

FIG. 10 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a chart
graphing cumulative returns by date for exemplary emerging
market debt instrument metrics illustrating growth of an
exemplary investment, according to an exemplary embodi-
ment; and

FIG. 11 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a chart
graphing a rolling 36-month value added composite exem-
plary emerging market debt instrument metrics vs. cap-
weighted emerging market bonds, according to an exemplary
embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

Various exemplary embodiments are discussed in detail
below including a preferred embodiment. While specific
implementations are discussed, it should be understood that
this is done for illustration purposes only. A person skilled in
the relevant art can recognize that other components, configu-
rations, accounting data, and ratios may be used without
parting from the spirit and scope of the invention.
Exemplary Conclusions

The inventors have arrived at numerous conclusions upon
which the embodiments are established, including that cap-
weighting is not mean-variance optimal. The latter conclu-
sion holds because weighting schemes based on market price,
including cap-weighting, overweight 100% of overvalued
stocks and underweight 100% of undervalued stocks. Both
mathematically and empirically, this over and under weight-
ing problem inherent to cap-weighting leads to a return drag
01200 bps per year in the U.S. and more than 200 bps per year
internationally.

One example of the phenomenon comes from the recent
stock market bubble of 1997-2000, when, e.g., Internet net-
work service provider Cisco comprised nearly 5% ofthe S&P
500. At its peak in 2000, Cisco traded at $70 per share. Since
March 2000, Cisco has fallen to approximately 12% of its
peak, dragging down S&P 500 performance of which it com-
prised 5%.

While it is difficult or impossible to know the true fair value
of'a company, what is known is that if an overvalued compa-
ny’s weight in an index is determined by market capitaliza-
tion, then the company will be over-weighted in the index.
Conversely, if a company’s weight is determined by market
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capitalization and it is undervalued, it will be underweighted
in a capitalization-weighted index.

Over the past 40 years, the largest stock by market capi-
talization in the S&P 500 has underperformed the average
stock in the index over a 10-year time period by an average of
40%. The largest 10 stocks by market capitalization have
underperformed the average stock over the subsequent
10-year time frame by an average of 26%. Yet, cap-weighted
indexes continue to invest 20-30% of'their value in the largest
10 stocks by market cap, despite the fact that they under-
perform the average stock in the index, because the stocks are
selected and weighted using market capitalization, which by
its nature over-weights over valued stocks and under-weights
undervalued stocks. The various exemplary embodiments
overcome the shortcomings of the investment community.
Various Exemplary Embodiments Further Described

As used herein, references to “one embodiment,” “an
embodiment,” “example embodiment,” “various embodi-
ments,” etc., may indicate that the embodiment(s) of the
invention so described may include a particular feature, struc-
ture, or characteristic, but not every embodiment necessarily
includes the particular feature, structure, or characteristic.
Further, repeated use of the phrase “in one embodiment,” or
“in an exemplary embodiment,” do not necessarily refer to the
same embodiment, although they may.

In the following description and claims, the terms
“coupled” and “connected,” along with their derivatives, may
be used. It should be understood that these terms are not
intended as synonyms for each other. Rather, in particular
embodiments, “connected” may be used to indicate that two
or more elements are in direct physical or electrical contact
with each other. “Coupled” may mean that two or more ele-
ments are in direct physical or electrical contact. However,
“coupled” may also mean that two or more elements are notin
direct contact with each other, but yet still co-operate or
interact with each other.

One or more exemplary embodiments of various exem-
plary embodiments, including but not limited to a trading
system, a selecting system, a weighting system, an investment
system, a portfolio management system, an index manager
system, a database system, a metric storage and/or analysis
system, to name a few, may be implemented on, with, or in
relation to a computing device(s), processor(s), computer(s)
and/or communications device(s).

The computer, in an exemplary embodiment, may com-
prise one or more central processing units (CPUs) or proces-
sors, which may be coupled to a bus. The processor may, e.g.,
access main memory via the bus. The computer may be
coupled to an input/output (I/O) subsystem such as e.g., but
not limited to, a network interface card (NIC), or a modem for
access to a network. The computer may also be coupled to a
secondary memory directly via bus, or via a main memory, for
example. Secondary memory may include, e.g., but not lim-
ited to, a disk storage unit or other storage medium. Exem-
plary disk storage units may include, but are not limited to, a
magnetic storage device such as, e.g., a hard disk, an optical
storage device such as, e.g., a write once read many (WORM)
drive, or a compact disc (CD), a digital versatile disk (DVD),
and/or a magneto optical device. Another type of secondary
memory may include a removable disk storage device, which
may be used in conjunction with a removable storage
medium, such as, e.g. a CD-ROM, a floppy diskette or flash
drive, etc. In general, the disk storage unit may store an
application program for operating the computer system
referred to commonly as an operating system. The disk stor-
age unit may also store documents of a database (not shown).
The computer may interact with the I/O subsystems and disk
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storage unit via bus. The bus may also be coupled to a display
for output, and input devices such as, but not limited to, a
keyboard and a mouse or other pointing/selection device.

In this document, the terms “computer program medium”
and “computer readable medium” may be used to generally
refer to storage media such as, e.g., but not limited to, a
removable storage drive, or a hard disk installed in hard disk
drive, etc. These computer program products may provide
software to the computer system. The invention may be
directed to such computer program products.

An algorithm is here, and generally, considered to be a
self-consistent sequence of acts or operations leading to a
desired result. These include physical manipulations of
physical quantities. Usually, though not necessarily, these
quantities take the form of electrical or magnetic signals
capable of being stored, transferred, combined, compared,
and otherwise manipulated. It has proven convenient at times,
principally for reasons of common usage, to refer to these
signals as bits, values, elements, symbols, characters, terms,
numbers or the like. It should be understood, however, that all
of'these and similar terms are to be associated with the appro-
priate physical quantities and are merely convenient labels
applied to these quantities.

Unless specifically stated otherwise, as apparent from the
following discussions, it is appreciated that throughout the
specification discussions utilizing terms such as “process-
ing,” “computing,” “calculating,” “determining,” or the like,
refer to the action and/or processes of a computer or comput-
ing system, or similar electronic computing device, that
manipulate and/or transform data represented as physical,
such as electronic, quantities within the computing system’s
registers and/or memories into other data similarly repre-
sented as physical quantities within the computing system’s
memories, registers or other such information storage, trans-
mission or display devices.

In a similar manner, the term “processor” may refer to any
device or portion of a device that processes electronic data
from registers and/or memory to transform that electronic
data into other electronic data that may be stored in registers
and/or memory. A “computing platform” may comprise one
Of More Processors.

Embodiments of the present invention may include appa-
ratuses for performing the operations herein. An apparatus
may be specially constructed for the desired purposes, or it
may comprise a general purpose device selectively activated
or reconfigured by a program stored in the device. The fore-
going computer and/or communications related embodi-
ments are described with greater specificity in the embodi-
ments that follow.

Exemplary Process of Constructing Exemplary Accounting
Data Based Indexes

A financial object, according to one exemplary embodi-
ment, may include: at least one unit of interest in at least one
of: an asset; a liability; a tracking portfolio; a financial instru-
ment and/or a security, where the financial instrument and/or
the security denotes a debt, an equity interest, and/or a hybrid;
a financial position, a currency position, a trust, a real estate
investment trust (REIT), a portfolio of trusts and/or REITS, a
security instrument, an equitizing instrument, a commodity, a
derivatives contract, including at least one of: a future, a
forward, a put, a call, an option, a swap, and/or any other
transaction relating to a fluctuation of an underlying asset,
notwithstanding the prevailing value of the contract, and not-
withstanding whether such contract, for purposes of account-
ing, is considered an asset or liability; a fund; and/or an
investment entity or account of any kind, including an interest
in, or rights relating to: a hedge fund, an exchange traded fund
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(ETF), a fund of funds, a mutual fund, a closed end fund, an
investment vehicle, and/or any other pooled and/or separately
managed investments. In an exemplary embodiment, the
financial object may include a debt instrument, including,
according to one exemplary embodiment, any one or more of
a bond, a debenture, a subordinated debenture, a mortgage
bond, a collateral trust bond, a convertible bond, an income
bond, a guaranteed bond, a serial bond, a deep discount bond,
a zero coupon bond, a variable rate bond, a deferred interest
bond, acommercial paper, a government security, a certificate
of deposit, a Eurobond, a corporate bond, a government and/
or institutional debt instrument, a municipal bond, a treasury-
bill, a treasury bond, a foreign bond, an emerging market
bond, a high yield bond, a junk bond, a collateralized instru-
ment, an exchange traded note (ETN), and/or other agree-
ments between a borrower and a lender. The foregoing list is
non-exhaustive, and a financial object may include at least the
types of objects listed throughout this document as qualifying
as a financial object, respectively.

FIG. 1 depicts an exemplary deployment diagram 100 of an
index generation and use process in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. According
to the exemplary embodiment, an analyst may use a computer
system 102 to generate an index 110. The analyst may do so
by using analysis software 114 to examine data 106 about
entities offering different kinds of financial objects that may,
for example, be traded by investors. An example of an entity
that may be offering financial objects may be a publicly held
company whose shares trade on an exchange. However, the
present embodiments also apply to any entity that may have
any type of financial object that may, for example, be traded,
and where, for example, information about the entity and/or
its financial objects may be available (or capable of being
made available) for analysis.

In an exemplary embodiment, once index 110 has been
generated by an analyst using the entity data 106, index 110
may be used to build one or more portfolios, for example,
investment portfolios. An investor, advisor, manager or bro-
ker may then manage the purchased financial objects, for
example, as a mutual fund, an electronic traded fund, a hedge
fund or other portfolio or account of assets for one or for a
plurality of, for example, individual and/or institutional
investors. The investor, advisor, manager or broker may use a
trading computer system 104 with trading software 116 to
manage one or more trading accounts 108. Alternatively, the
purchased financial objects may be managed for one or more
investors. In the latter case, financial objects may be pur-
chased based on the index for inclusion in an individual or an
institutional investor’s portfolio. One or more trades may be
effected or closed in cooperation with and via communication
with an exchange host system 112. The present embodiments
are not limited to the foregoing technologies, and may include
at a minimum, the various technologies, including computer
and/or communications systems specified elsewhere herein.

FIG. 2 depicts an exemplary process flow diagram 200 of
an index generation process in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention. In an exemplary
embodiment, starting at block 202, to generate index 110, an
analyst using analysis software and/or hardware system 114
may access entity data 106 about various entities that have
financial objects that are traded. For example, publicly traded
companies must disclose information about certain financial
aspects of their operations. This information may be aggre-
gated for a plurality of entities. Market sectors and corre-
sponding indices may then be identified and generated using
the aggregate data.
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In slightly more detail, an index 110 may be generated
and/or stored by, for example, normalizing entity data for a
particular non-market capitalization metric in block 204. The
normalized entity data may be used to generate a weighting
function, in block 206, describing the contribution of each
entity to a business sector as defined by the metric, in an
exemplary embodiment. Index 110 may be generated using
the weighting function in block 208. The process may end at
block 210. Once index 110 is generated, according to an
exemplary embodiment, index 110 may be used to track the
business sector defined by the metric or to create a portfolio of
financial objects offered by the entities whose information
was used to generate the index.

For example, in an exemplary embodiment a method of
constructing a non-capitalization weighted portfolio of finan-
cial objects may include, e.g., gathering data about various
financial objects; selecting a group of financial objects to
create the index of financial objects; and/or weighting each of
the group of financial objects selected in the index based on an
objective measure of scale and/or size of each member of the
group of financial objects, where the weighting may include
weighting all or a subset of the group of financial objects, and
weighting based on factors other than market capitalization,
equal weighting, or share price weighting.

In one exemplary embodiment, the weighting of each
member of the group of financial objects may include weight-
ing financial objects of any of various types. Examples of
various types of financial objects may include, for example,
but not be limited to, a stock type; a commodity type; a futures
contract type; a bond type; a currency type; a mutual fund
type; a hedge fund type; a fund of funds type; an exchange
traded fund (ETF) type; and/or a derivative type asset, and/or
any other portfolio or account of financial objects, to name a
few. In fact, any of the types of financial objects specified
above and elsewhere herein may be weighted. The weighting
may also include, e.g., but not limited to, a negative weighting
on any of the various types of financial objects.

According to exemplary embodiments of the present
invention, the index 110 may be weighted based on an objec-
tive measure of scale and/or size, where the objective measure
of scale and/or size may include a measure relating to an
underlying asset itself. The financial object may include, for
example, a government and/or a municipality, a government
and/or municipality issuing bonds, a government and/or
municipality issuing currency, a government and/or munici-
pality issuing a commodity, and/or a government and/or
municipality issuing a commodity, to name a few. An objec-
tive measure of scale and/or size associated with the financial
object may include, for example, any combination or ratios
of: revenue, profitability, sales, total sales, foreign sales,
domestic sales, net sales, gross sales, profit margin, operating
margin, retained earnings, earnings per share, book value,
book value adjusted for inflation, book value adjusted for
replacement cost, book value adjusted for liquidation value,
dividends, assets, tangible assets, intangible assets, fixed
assets, property, plant, equipment, goodwill, replacement
value of assets, liquidation value of assets, liabilities, long
term liabilities, short term liabilities, net worth, research and
development expense, accounts receivable, earnings before
interest, taxes, dividends, and amortization (EBITDA),
accounts payable, cost of goods sold (CGS), debt ratio, bud-
get, capital budget, cash budget, direct labor budget, factory
overhead budget, operating budget, sales budget, inventory
method, type of stock offered, liquidity, book income, tax
income, capitalization of earnings, capitalization of goodwill,
capitalization of interest, capitalization of revenue, capital
spending, cash, compensation, employee turnover, overhead
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costs, credit rating, growth rate, dividends, dividends per
share, [dividend yields,] tax rate, liquidation value of com-
pany, capitalization of cash, capitalization of earnings, capi-
talization of revenue, cash flow, and/or future value of
expected cash flow. Further, if the financial object is associ-
ated with country or sovereign, such as, for example, emerg-
ing market debt instruments or currency and currency related
debt instruments, an objective measure of scale and/or size
associated with the financial object may include any combi-
nation or ratio of: economic factors, demographic factors,
social factors political factors, the population, area, geo-
graphic area gross domestic product (GDP), GDP growth,
natural resources, oil (or any other energy source) consump-
tion, expenditures, government expenditures, gross national
income (GNI), measures of freedom, democracy, and corrup-
tion, rate of inflation, rate of unemployment, reserves level,
and/or total debt, nominal interest rates and the ratios of
nominal interest rates between issuing sovereign entities;
commercial paper yield metric; credit rating metric; con-
sumer price index (CPI); purchasing power of local currency
metric; metrics measuring relations between the purchasing
power of local currency metric and nominal exchange rates
and deviations from historical trends in such metrics; and/or
government exchange rate regime; a per capita ratio of any of
the foregoing or any other characteristic.

Ratios too may be used. In an exemplary embodiment, the
weighting of financial objects in the index based on objective
measures of scale and/or size may include a ratio of any
combination of the objective measures of scale and/or size of
the financial object other than ratios based on weighting the
financial objects based on market capitalization, equal
weighting, or share price weighting. For example, the ratio of
any combination of the objective measures of scale and/or
size may include, e.g., but not limited to, current ratio, debt
ratio, overhead expense as a percent of sales, or debt service
burden ratio.

In an exemplary embodiment, the portfolio of financial
objects may include, e.g., but not limited to, one or more of,
a fund; a mutual fund; a fund of funds; an asset account; an
exchange traded fund (ETF); and/or a separate account, a
pooled trust; a limited partnership and/or other legal entity,
fund or account.

In an exemplary embodiment, a measure of company size
may include one of, or a combination of one or more of, gross
revenue, sales, income, earnings before interest and tax
(EBIT), earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation and
amortization (EBITDA), number of employees, book value,
assets, liabilities, net worth, cash flow or dividends.

In one exemplary embodiment, the measure of company
size may include a demographic measure of the financial
object. The demographic measure of the financial object may
include, e.g., one of; or any combination of one or more of a
non-financial metric, a non-market related metric, a number
of'employees, floor space, office space, or other demograph-
ics of the financial object.

In an exemplary embodiment, weighting may be based on
the objective measure of scale and/or size, where the measure
may include a geographic metric. The geographic metric inan
exemplary embodiment may include a geographic metric
other than gross domestic product (GDP) weighting.

FIG. 3 depicts an exemplary process flow diagram 300 of
an index use process in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention. The process starts at
block 302. An index 310 may be received from an index
generation process and may be used to determine the identity
and quantity of securities to purchase for a portfolio in block
304, according to an exemplary embodiment. The securities
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may be purchased, in block 306, from an exchange 314 or
other market and may be held on account for an investor or
group of investors in trading accounts 308. The index 310
may be updated on, e.g., but not limited to, a periodic basis
and may be used as a basis to rebalance the portfolio, accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment. According to another
exemplary embodiment, the portfolio can be rebalanced
when, e.g., a pre-determined threshold is reached. In this way,
a portfolio may be created and maintained based on a non-
market capitalization index.

Rebalancing can be based on financial objects reaching a
threshold condition or value. For example, but not limited to,
rebalancing may occur upon reaching a threshold such as,
e.g., ‘when the portfolio of financial objects increases in
market value by 20%,” or ‘when the financial objects on a
sub-category within the portfolio exceed 32% of the size of
the portfolio,” or ‘when a U.S. President is elected from a
different party than the incumbent,” etc. Rebalancing may
take place periodically, e.g., quarterly, or annually.

The present invention, in an exemplary embodiment, may
be used for investment management, or investment portfolio
benchmarking.

Another exemplary embodiment of the present invention
may include an Accounting Data Based Index (ADBI) such
as, e.g., but not limited to, a FUNDAMENTAL INDEX® and
Index Fund or Funds.

This exemplary embodiment may utilize a new series of
accounting data based stock market indices in which the
index weightings may be determined by company accounting
data such as, e.g., but not limited to, the relative size of a
company’s profits, or its pre-exceptional profits, or sales, or
return on investment or any accounting data based accounting
item, or ratio, may help to address some of the issues raised
above. An index that is weighted based on company account-
ing data, rather than the share price, or market capitalization
or equal weighting, may have a stabilizing element within it
that can help to remove excess volatility generated by indices
constructed on the basis of price or market capitalization
alone. Over the medium to longer term, such accounting data
based indices have the potential to outperform price or market
capitalization-based indices, and may do so with less volatil-
ity.

The exemplary method may create a new class of stock
market indices and index funds that may be implemented on,
e.g., but not limited to, a computing device or a processor, or
as a computer software or hardware, or as an algorithm. This
new class of stock market indices may base its weightings on
the accounting data of the companies that make up that index.
One possible version of an accounting data based stock mar-
ket index may be an index that is based on the relative size of
a sample of the companies’ pre-exceptional profits. If the
chosen sample of companies was determined to be one hun-
dred and the accounting data based criteria that the index
manager decided to use was to be ‘largest pre-exceptional
profits,” then the index may contain, e.g., the one hundred
largest companies as defined by the size of their pre-excep-
tional profits. As an example, if the total pre-exceptional
profits of the largest one hundred companies, as measured by
their pre-exceptional profits, was 100 dollars, pounds, or
other currency, in a defined time period (such as a quarter or
year) and in the same time period the pre-exceptional profits
oftheoretical company ‘A’ were $2, then theoretical company
A would be allocated a 2% weighting in the accounting data
based index, in an exemplary embodiment. If theoretical
company B had pre-exceptional profits of $1.5 over the same
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time period then it would have a weighting of 1.5% in the
accounting data based index according to an exemplary
embodiment.

The index weightings may be managed based on how the
“fundamentals” of the companies within, or outside, the cho-
sen index sample may change. As an example, the index
manager could choose to rebalance the weightings from time
to time such as, e.g., but not limited to, periodically, aperiodi-
cally, quarterly, as company pre-exceptional profits change,
and/or on an annual basis, etc., and enter their choice into,
e.g., a computing device. If, for instance, by the time of the
next rebalancing period the total pre-exceptional profits of the
largest one hundred companies, as measured by their pre-
exceptional profits, had grown to $120, and theoretical com-
pany A now had pre-exceptional profits of $1.2, the comput-
ing device may calculate the weighting of company in the
accounting data based index such as, e.g., the accounting data
based index down to 1% from 2% in the previous period.
Creating such accounting data based indices may give an
investor the opportunity to follow, or invest, passively in an
index which may be anchored to the economic realities of the
companies within it. This new accounting data based index
construction technique by a computing device may produce
an index and related index fund products with increased sta-
bility and with increased economically rational behavior as
compared with known methods of investing.

The foregoing index weighting and rebalancing as per-
formed on a computing device may also be applied to indices
constructed of financial objects including emerging market
debt instruments, or currency and related debt instruments, or
commodities and related debt instruments, or Real Estate
Investment Trusts. Each index may be based on the one or
more accounting metrics relevant to the financial object of
which the index is composed. For example, an index of cur-
rency and related debt instruments may be based on the GDP
of the country or sovereign responsible for issuing the cur-
rency.

Accounting Data Based Indexation (ADBI)

In one exemplary embodiment, a computing device may
create an accounting data based stock market index (ADBI)
such as, for example, an accounting data based stock market
index by using any of the accounting data based data points
regarding a company or a group of companies that can be
found in a company’s annual report and accounts. In one
exemplary embodiment, the computing device may create an
index of companies based on the relative size of the compa-
nies’ sales, assets, profits, cash flow or the shareholders
equity. In addition, the computing device can also create the
ADBI by using a ratio of any of the data concerning a com-
pany or group of companies that may be contained in a com-
pany report and accounts. In one exemplary embodiment, this
could include the relative size of the return on financial
objects of a selection of companies, their return on invest-
ment, or their return on capital compared to their cost of
capital. In another exemplary embodiment, the computing
device may create an index of objects, wherein the objects are
associated, for example, with a country or sovereign, where
the index is created based on any of the foregoing metrics for
countries and sovereigns.

Once the index manager system has decided and entered
which accounting data based criteria to use and how many
constituents the manager system may decide to include in the
index, the computing device may create the index in the
following way. If, for example, the index manager decides to
construct an accounting data based stock market (or other
securities or financial object) index of one hundred constitu-
ent members and decides to use pre-exceptional profit as the
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chosen accounting data based criteria, the computing device
may create the index as follows. First, the computing device
may perform a search to find which are the largest one hun-
dred listed companies as defined by the size of their pre-
exceptional profits. Once the computing device has identified
this information, the computing device may be ready to con-
struct the index. Companies may be accorded index weight-
ings based on the relative size of their pre-exceptional profits.
If the combined pre-exceptional profits of the one hundred
companies is $100 and theoretical company A has pre-excep-
tional profits of $2, then it may have an index weighting of
2%. Once the one hundred companies may have been
accorded their weightings, the computing device may begin
to calculate future index performance as the share prices of
the different companies in the index changes from day to day.
This may be achieved by assuming a starting value for the
index, or index portfolio, and then calculating how each of the
index constituents may perform going forward.

The computing device may then rebalance the index
weightings as the accounting data based data points change
over time as desired by the investor. For instance, if at the end
of the next company reporting season the combined pre-
exceptional profits of the one hundred largest companies had
grown from $100 to $120 and the pre-exceptional profits of
theoretical company A had declined from $2 to $1.2, the
computing device may determine its weighting in the index
would decline from 2% in the prior period to 1% in the current
period. Also, some of the original companies in the first one
hundred may be eliminated from the index if their pre-excep-
tional profits fall below a certain level while new companies
that were not in the original sample may be included. The
computing device, under the direction of an investor, may
choose to rebalance the weightings in the index, e.g., but not
limited to, as individual companies report their pre-excep-
tional profits on a quarterly basis, and/or waiting until the
majority of companies have reported their pre-exceptional
profits and then adjusting them all at once. Also, the comput-
ing device, under the direction of an investor, could choose to
determine the weightings based on, e.g., but not limited to,
either the total nominal amount of pre-exceptional profit each
quarter or on a cumulative rolling basis.

Constructing a stock market (or other security or financial
object) index according to an exemplary embodiment using
accounting data based company accounts data or a ratio, or
manipulation of that data may provide a series of genuine
alternatives for investors who want to invest in a passive style
while focusing on fundamentals that they believe are impor-
tant. For instance, according to an exemplary embodiment an
investor may always want to own an index of U.S. or foreign
equities that are, e.g., the largest five hundred companies as
measured by sales, or by profits, or by growth in sales, or by
return on investment, or any accounting data based company
accounts data or ratio of that data.

In accordance with certain embodiments, a portfolio gen-
erated based on an ADBI index may be passively managed,
actively managed, and/or may be managed partially passively
and/or or actively. In an exemplary embodiment, a passively
managed portfolio may be categorized as objective, rules-
based, transparent, and/or replicable.

Exemplary Long-Short Equity Strategies

An exemplary embodiment of the present invention may
take long and short positions based on an extent to which
accounting data based indexation suggests that equities are
under or over valued.

FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary process flow diagram 400
of'a method of creating a portfolio of financial objects accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention. In block 402



US RE44,362 E

33

the process starts. In block 404, a determination is made of
overlapping financial objects that appear in both an account-
ing data based index (ADBI) 410 and a conventional
weighted index 412. In block 406, the weightings of the
overlapping financial objects in the ADBI are compared with
the weightings of the overlapping financial objects in the
conventionally weighted index. Then, in block 408, one or
more of the overlapping financial object may be purchased
based on the result of the comparison.

In the alternative, exemplary embodiments of the present
invention may determine non-overlapping financial objects
appearing in only one of either an accounting data based
index (ADBI) or a conventional weighted index by compar-
ing financial objects in an ADBI with financial objects in a
conventionally weighted index. Non-overlapping financial
objects appearing only in the ADBI may be weighted by
accounting data based weighting. Non-overlapping financial
objects appearing only in the conventionally weighted index
may be weighted by the conventional weighting. Financial
objects may then be purchased based on the resulting weight-
ings.

In an exemplary embodiment, an index of the largest 1,000
U.S. equities, weighted by accounting data, may overlap an
index of the largest 1,000 U.S. capitalization-weighted com-
panies by approximately 80%. The 20% of non-overlapping
companies may drive the 2.0% increase in return of an
accounting data based index such as, e.g., but not limited to,
RESEARCH AFFILIATES Fundamental Index® (RAFI®)
available from Research Affiliates, LL.C of Pasadena, Calif.,
versus a cap-weighted index. A long-short strategy according
to an exemplary embodiment is designed to leverage this 20%
of companies that do not overlap, and may capture the
expected alpha from the accounting data based indexation.
An exemplary long-short U.S. equity strategy may be
approximately beta and dollar neutral and can replace or
complement market neutral or long-short strategies, or as part
of a portfolio’s alternative strategies bucket.

Accounting data based indexation may use economic mea-
sures of company size in constructing indexes. Using
accounting data based economic measures of firm size may
create an index that is indifferent to price. Accounting data
based indexes may avoid flaws inherent in capitalization
(price)-weighted indexes. Capitalization-weighted indexes
naturally overweight overvalued stocks and underweight
undervalued stocks. Accounting data based indexes may
more accurately estimate a true fair value of a company,
allowing the weight of a company’s stock in the index to rise
or fall only to the extent that the underlying economic value of
the issuing company may rise or fall.

ADBI Portfolio Construction

FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary flow process diagram 500
of a method of constructing an ADBI and a portfolio of
financial objects using the ADBI, starting at block 502. In
block 504, the ADBI 510 may be created. Creating the ADBI
may include, in block 506, selecting a universe of financial
objects, and, in block 508, selecting a subset of the universe
based on the accounting data to obtain the ADBI 510. Step
504 (not shown) may include weighting the selected financial
objects according to a measure of value of an entity (for
example, a company and/or government) associated with
each financial object. (Refer to step 206.) Then, in block 512,
a portfolio of financial objects may be created using the ADBI
510, including using the weighting of the financial objects in
the portfolio according to a measure of value of a company
and/or issuer of the financial object associated with each
financial object in the portfolio.
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In one or more embodiments, stratified sampling may be
used. For example, the portfolio may not purchase all of the
financial objects in the ADBI, and instead utilize a sampling
methodology in order to obtain a portfolio correlation objec-
tive. An exemplary sampling may use quantitative analysis to
select securities from the ADBI universe to obtain a represen-
tative sample of financial objects, that, for example, resemble
the ADBI with respect to a number of factors, including for
example, key risk factors, performance attributes, and other
characteristics. Exemplary additional characteristics may
include industry weightings (see Table 1); market capitaliza-
tion; and/or other financial characteristics of the financial
objects. The quantity of holdings in the portfolio may be
based, for example, on a number of factors, including asset
size of the portfolio, and other factors. The portfolio may be
managed to hold less than or equal to the total number of
financial objects in the ADBI. In an exemplary embodiment,
in purchasing a portfolio based on the ADBI a correlation goal
between the portfolio’s performance and the performance of
the ADBI may be set, such as, for example, 0.95 or better. A
figure of 1.00 would represent perfect correlation between the
portfolio’s performance and ADBI.

According to an exemplary embodiment, a factor may be
used to divide up the universe of financial objects of the ADBI
into sub-universes (groups/strata) and one may expect the
measurement of interest to vary among the different sub-
universes. This variance may have to be accounted for when
selecting the sample from the universe in order that the
sample obtained is representative of the universe. This may be
achieved by stratified sampling. A stratified sample may be
obtained by taking samples from each of a plurality of stratum
or sub-groups of a universe. When one samples a universe
with several strata, generally the proportion of each stratum in
the sample should be the same as in the universe. Stratified
sampling techniques may be used when the population of the
universe is heterogeneous, or dissimilar, where certain homo-
geneous, or similar, sub-populations (i.e., sub-universes) can
be isolated (strata). Simple random sampling is most appro-
priate when the entire population from which the sample is
taken is homogeneous. Some reasons for using stratified sam-
pling over simple random sampling may include: (i) the cost
per observation in the survey may be reduced; (ii) estimates of
the population parameters may be wanted for each sub-popu-
lation; and/or (iii) increased accuracy at given cost.

To construct an exemplary accounting data based index
(ADBI), such as, e.g., but not limited to, the RESEARCH
AFFILIATES FUNDAMENTAL INDEX® (RAFI®), some
number of financial objects, e.g., 1000 US equities, may be
selected and/or weighted based on the following four
accounting data based measures of company size: book
equity value, free cash flow, sales, and actual gross dividends
paid, if any. In an exemplary embodiment, when calculating
the variable for dividends, actual dividends paid plus stock
buybacks minus new issues of stock are calculated. Accord-
ing to another exemplary embodiment, additional factors,
including but not limited to, country factors, industry metrics,
accounting data metrics, non-financial metrics, etc., may be
used. In an exemplary embodiment, weighting may include
weighting by current and/or trailing historical accounting
data, and in a related embodiment, a five year weighted aver-
age and equal weighting for each of objective metrics (for
example, book value, revenue, cash flow and dividends) may
be used. In another related embodiment, such metrics may be
weighted to include any one of current fundamental account-
ing measures, past fundamental accounting measures, and/or
a mathematical blend of the two.
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In an exemplary embodiment for debt instruments, weight-
ing by metrics relating to governmental and/or institutional
debt instruments may include, but not be limited to, duration,
credit rating, convexity, credit risk, spread, optionality fac-
tors, yields, collateralization, priority, interest rate, financing
restrictions, maturity date, limitations on dividends and/or
market interest rates, the latter which may be inversely related
to debt instrument prices.

An exemplary embodiment of an accounting data based
index such as, for example, but not limited to, the RAFI®
index may weight all the securities (financial objects) by each
of the at least four accounting data based measures of scale
and/or size detailed above. According to an exemplary
embodiment, an optimal relative weighting between the four
factors may differ by geography of the market from which the
financial objects are selected such as, e.g., an equal weighting
may be optimal in one country or industry sector, while a
different relative weighting between the factors may make
sense in another country or industry sector. The index may
then compute an overall weight for each holding by equally-
weighting each of the four accounting data based measure of
firm size according to an exemplary embodiment. For
example, assume that a company has the following weights:
2.8% of total US book values, 2% of total US cash flow, 3%
of total US sales, and 2.2% of total US dividends. Relative
weightings of each factor or metric may be varied, in one
exemplary embodiment, such as, e.g., but not limited to,
increased weighting for one of the selected variables,

Equally-weighting any of these at least four accounting
data based measures of firm size (i.e., book value, cashflow,
sales and dividends) may produce a weight of 2.5%. Accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment, for companies that have
never paid dividends, one may exclude dividends from the
calculation of the company’s accounting data based weight
and may weight the remaining variables equally. Finally, in an
exemplary embodiment, the 1000 equities with the highest
accounting data based weights may be selected and may be
assigned a weight in the RAFI® portfolio equal to its account-
ing data based weight.

According to another exemplary embodiment, an account-
ing data based index such as, e.g., but not limited to, RAFI®
may be constructed using aggregate (not per-share) measures
of firm size. For example, RAFI® may use total firm cash
flow instead of cash flow per share and total book value
instead of book value per share in its construction.

In an exemplary embodiment, the accounting data may
include at least the following four factors, book value, sales/
revenue, cash flow and dividends. In another exemplary
embodiment, only one or more of these factors may be used.
In another exemplary embodiment, additional factors may be
used, such as, e.g., any other accounting data. In one exem-
plary embodiment, the weightings of each of these factors
may be equal relative to one another, i.e., 25% of each of book
value, sales/revenue, cash flow and actual paid dividends, if
any. In another exemplary embodiment the weightings of
each of these factors may be based on either current funda-
mental accounting measures, past fundamental accounting
measures, or a mathematical blend of the two In one exem-
plary embodiment, if there are no dividends, then the other
three factors may be weighted in equal parts, i.e., 33% each to
book value, sales/revenue, and cash flow. In another exem-
plary embodiment, dividends may be weighted in a greater
part such as, e.g., but not limited to, weighting dividends at
50% and book value, sales/revenue, and cash flow at Ysth
each, etc. In one exemplary embodiment, weightings may be
the same, depending on the country or sovereign of origin or
the industry sector of the stock or other financial object. In
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another exemplary embodiment, weightings may vary
depending on the country or sovereign of origin or the indus-
try sector of the stock or other financial object. In another
exemplary embodiment, weightings may vary based on other
factors, such as, e.g., but not limited to, types of assets, indus-
try sectors, geographic sectors, countries, sizes of companies,
profitability of companies, amount of revenue generated by
the company, etc.

An accounting data based index may be available in several
varieties to meet the unique needs of different classes of retail
and institutional investors, including, e.g., but not limited to,
as enhanced portfolios, Exchange Traded Funds (ETFs), pas-
sively managed funds, enhanced funds, active funds, collec-
tive investment trusts, open-end mutual funds, tax managed
portfolios, a collection of financial objects managed collec-
tively but tracked separately, separately managed accounts,
other comingled funds/accounts and/or closed-end mutual
funds. Various US and international investment managers
may offer, e.g., but not limited to, a suite of products.

A comingled account or other fund or separately managed
account investing in assets based on an Accounting Data
Based Index, such as, e.g., Research Affiliates Fundamental
Index®, L..P. (RAFI® LP) may increase the alpha generated
by accounting data based indexation in the US through
improvements or enhancements, including, e.g., but not lim-
ited to, monthly cash rebalancing and quality of earnings and
corporate governance screens. The additional enhancements
may be expected to add additional performance above what
may be achieved through the use of accounting data based
indexing in portfolio construction.

A comingled account or other fund or separately managed
account investing in assets based on an ADBI international
LP such as, RAFI® International LP (RAFI®-I may apply
accounting data based indexation to the international equity
space in an exemplary embodiment to create an enhanced
portfolio of, e.g., but not limited to 1000 international (ex-
US) equities. RAFI®-I may be expected to outperform capi-
talization weighted indexes. RAFI®-I is an enhanced portfo-
lio that may use monthly cash rebalancing and quality of
earnings and corporate governance screens to improve upon
the performance of the RAFI® International index.

Open-end mutual funds may manage financial objects
employing a fixed income strategy and portable alpha using
the Accounting Data Based Index (ADBI) according to an
exemplary embodiment.

An Exchange Traded Fund (ETF) of the ADBI such as, e.g.,
but limited to, POWERSHARES FTSE RAFI® US 1000
Portfolio ETF (ticker symbol: PRF) may meet needs of retail
and institutional investors interested in a low-cost means of
accessing the power of accounting data based indexing in
another exemplary embodiment.

Another exemplary embodiment includes a closed-end
fund implementing accounting data based indexing such as,
e.g., Canadian Fundamental Income 100, a closed-end
mutual fund of the largest 100 accounting data based equities
in Canada which attracted investments from retail and insti-
tutional investors in 2005, one of the most difficult closed end
markets in recent history, demonstrating the strength of the
accounting data based indexation strategy.

Exemplary Sector ADBI Indexes

According to one exemplary embodiment, a universe may
be selected where the universe includes one or more sectors,
and the weightings may be based on one or more sector
metrics or measures. A non-exclusive list of exemplary sec-
tors is shown in Table 1, which is based on North American
Industry Classification System (NAICS) sectors. A non-ex-
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clusive list of industry sector metrics that be used in selecting
and/or weighting, for example, financial objects, is shown in
Table 2.

38

include additional sub-portions, termed sub-sectors. This
process may be reiterated for finer degrees of granularity as
well.

As one example, the universe may comprise all publicly
traded stocks. A sector within the universe may comprise all

TABLE 1 5
: publicly traded stocks for the developed world except the
Exemplary List of Sectors (based on NAICS sectors) United States. An exemplary ADBI using the foregoing sector
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting is the FTSE® RAFI® Developed ex US Mid Small 1500
Mining Index, available from PowerShares Global Exchange Traded
Utilities 10 Fund Trust of Houston, Tex. A brief, non-exhaustive list of
Construction exemplary sectors is provided in Table 3
Manufacturing plary p o
Wholesale Trade An exemplary process for construction of the aforemen-
Retail Trade tioned FTSE® RAFI® Developed ex US Mid Small 1500
Transportation and Warehousing Index comprises the following. First, the securities universe
Information . .
Fi 15 of companies of the index may be calculated, based on any
inance and Insurance .. . ..
Real Estate and Rental and Leasing e?(emplary objective metrics. The exemplary objective met-
Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services rics may include, for example: (i) the percentage representa-
Management of Companies and Enterprises - tion of each security using only sales figures; (ii) the percent-
Administrative and Support and Waste Management and Remediation . f h . . h 1l i .
Services age representation of each security using cash flow figures;
Education Services 20 (iii) the percentage representation of each security using book
Health Care and Social Assistance value; and/or (iv) the percentage representation of each secu-
iﬁs, Eﬂtegalmeﬂtaa;d I(}escreaFIOH rity using dividends. (A security that has not paid a dividend
ccommodation an 00 CIrvices : : :
Other Services (except Public Administration) in the past five years will have a percentage representation of
Public Administration zer 0')
25 Next, the securities may be ranked, for example in order
based on the fundamental value. For example, the securities
TABLE 2
Exemplary List of Sector Metrics
Industry growth rate Total capital expenditures Inventories total - end of year

Average industry dividends

New orders for manufactured goods
Shipments

Unfilled orders

Inventories
Inventories-to-shipments ratio

Value of product shipments

Statistics from department of
commerce, industry associations, for
industry groups and industries
Geographic area statistics

Annual survey of manufacturers (ASM)
Employment

All employees payroll

All employees hours

All employees total compensation

All employees total fringe benefit costs
Total cost of materials

Payroll

Value added by manufacture

Cost of materials consumed
Value of shipments

Costs of materials - contract work

Supplemental labor costs
Fuel costs
Electric energy used

Inventories by stage of fabrication

Number of production workers
Payroll of production workers

Hours of production workers

Cost of purchased fuels and electric energy
Electric energy quantity purchased
Electric energy cost

Electric energy generated

Electric energy sold or transferred

Cost of purchased fuels

Capital expenditure for plant and equipment
total

Capital expenditure for plant and equipment -

buildings and other structures

Capital expenditure for plant and equipment -

machinery and equipment total

Capital expenditure for plant and equipment -

autos, trucks, etc for highway use

Capital expenditure for plant and equipment -

computers, peripheral data processing
equipment

Capital expenditure for plant and equipment -

all other expenditures

Value of manufacturers inventories by stage
of fabrication - end of year

Industry cost of capital

Inventories finished products - end of year
Inventories work in process - end of year
Inventories materials supplies fuels, etc -
end of year

Value of manufacturers inventories by
stage of fabrication - beginning of year
Inventories total - beginning of year
Inventories finished products - beginning
of year

Inventories work in process - beginning of
year

Inventories materials supplies fuels, etc -
beginning of year

Value of shipments - total

Value of shipments - products

Value of shipments - total miscellaneous
receipts

total miscellaneous receipts - Value of
resales

total miscellaneous receipts - contract
receipts

Other total miscellaneous receipts

Interplant transfers

Costs of materials - total

Costs of materials - materials, parts,
containers, packaging, etc

Costs of materials - resales

Costs of materials - purchased fuels
Costs of materials - purchased electricity

Average industry dividend

As set forth herein, the universe may refer to a complete set g5 may be ordered in descending order of their fundamental

of'a group of financial objects, for example. Within the group,
there may be sub-groups, termed sectors. Each sector may

value, and the fundamental value of each company may be
divided, for example, by its free-float adjusted market capi-
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talization. The largest small and medium capitalization secu-
rities may then be selected. The latter will be the FTSE
RAFI® Developed ex US Mid Small 1500 Index constitu-
ents. The weights of the constituents in the underlying index
may be set proportional to their fundamental value, for
example.

Exemplary industry metrics that may be used in weighting
financial objects may be found in Table 3.

TABLE 3

Exemplary Industry Metrics

FTSE RAFI ® Utilities Sector Portfolio

FTSE RAFI ® Basic Materials Sector Portfolio

FTSE RAFI ® Consumer Goods Sector Portfolio
FTSE RAFI ® Consumer Services Sector Portfolio
FTSE RAFI ® Energy Sector Portfolio

FTSE RAFI ® Financials Sector Portfolio

FTSE RAFI ® Industrials Sector Portfolio

FTSE RAFI ® Health Care Sector Portfolio

FTSE RAFI ® Telecom & Technology Sector Portfolio

Exemplary ADBI Index Computation Processes

According to an exemplary embodiment, the ADBI index
may be created by a selection subsystem and a weighting
function generating subsystem.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the selection sub-
system may be operative to: (i) for each entity, assign a
percentage factor to each of a plurality of the at least one
non-market capitalization objective measure of scale and/or
size metric, each of the percentage factors corresponding to
the importance of the at least one non-market capitalization
objective measure of scale and/or size metric to the selection;
(ii) for each entity, multiply each of the percentage factors
with the corresponding non-market capitalization objective
measure of scale and/or size metric thereof, to compute a
selection relevance factor for the entity; and/or (iii) determine
the selected group of entities by: (a) comparing the selection
relevance factors for the entities; (b) ranking the entities based
on the comparison; and/or (c) selecting a predetermined num-
ber of the entities having highest rankings to be the selected
group of entities.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the weighting
function generating subsystem may be operative to: (i) for
each entity including the selected group of entities, assign a
percentage factor to each of a plurality of the at least one
non-market capitalization objective measure of scale and/or
size metric, each percentage factor corresponding to the
importance of the at least one non-market capitalization
objective measure of scale and/or size metric to the weight-
ing; (ii) for each entity including the selected group of enti-
ties, multiply each of the percentage factors with the corre-
sponding non-market capitalization objective measure of
scale and/or size metric thereof, the corresponding non-mar-
ket capitalization objective measure of scale and/or size met-
ric being a member of the plurality, to compute an entity
function; and/or (iii) set the weighting function as a combi-
nation of the totality of the entity functions.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the selection sub-
system may be operative to: (i) for each entity, assigning a
percentage factor to each of a plurality of the at least one
objective metric, each percentage factor corresponding to the
importance of the at least one objective metric to the selec-
tion; (ii) for each entity, multiplying each of the percentage
factors with the corresponding objective metric thereof, to
compute a selection relevance factor for the entity; and/or (iii)
determining the selected group of entities by: (a) comparing
the selection relevance factors for the entities; (b) ranking the
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entities based on the comparison; and/or (c) selecting a pre-
determined number of the entities having highest rankings to
be the selected group of entities.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the object
weighting function generating subsystem may be operative
to: (i) for each entity including the selected group of entities,
assigning a percentage factor to each of a plurality of the at
least one objective metric, each percentage factor corre-
sponding to the importance of the at least one objective metric
to the weighting; (ii) for each entity including the selected
group of entities, multiplying each of the percentage factors
with the corresponding objective metric thereof, the corre-
sponding objective metric being a member of the plurality, to
compute an entity function; and/or (iii) setting the weighting
function as a combination of the totality of the entity func-
tions.

Exemplary Accounting Data Based Indexation Long-Short
(ADBI-LS)

Accounting data based indexation long-short (ADBI-LS)
such as, e.g., but not limited to, RAFI®-LS, is a long-short
U.S. equity strategy that leverages ADBI such as RAFI®
innovation. The RAFI® U.S. 1000 portfolio is designed to
outperform traditional capitalization-based indexes By going
long in stocks that have greater weight in the RAFI® U.S.
1000 portfolio relative to a traditional index, such as the
Russell 1000 and short in the stocks that are underweight in
the RAFI® U.S. 1000 relative to the Russell 1000, the
RAFI®-LS strategy captures the RAFI® alpha process and
enhances that alpha source.

ADBI-LS such as, e.g., RAFI®-LS according to an exem-
plary embodiment, is designed to be roughly dollar and beta
neutral, but not sector neutral. The sector bet can be signifi-
cant if the ADBI strategy determines that a sector is substan-
tially overvalued.

In general the overlap between ADBI RAFI® U.S. 1000
and a traditional capitalization based index, such as the Rus-
sell 1000 may be about 75%. This may give 25% weights for
the long portfolio and 25% weights for the short portfolio.
The portfolio may be applied to 300% long and 300% short,
which may magnify the RAFI® alpha and the portfolio vola-
tility. Leverage may be applied tactically, and can range from
about 200% long/short to about 400% long/short according to
exemplary embodiments.

ADBI-LS such as, e.g., RAFI®-LS according to an exem-
plary embodiment may be designed to achieve an annual
volatility of 15-25%. Volatility of the exemplary RAFI®-LS,
since inception, has been about 15%.

According to an exemplary embodiment, ADBI-LS, such
as, e.g., RAFI®-LS may use leverage in both its short and
long positions. On average, $100 invested in RAFI®-LS may
result in a $300 notional long position and a $300 notional
short position.

Exemplary Implementation of an Exemplary ADBI-LS’s
Long and Short Positions

According to an exemplary embodiment, one does not
necessarily directly need to hold long or short positions in the
underlying stocks, nor does it need to access a direct line of
credit for the portfolio leverage. Instead, according to an
exemplary embodiment, derivatives, such as a total return
swaps may be used to implement the long and short positions.
It may be possible to achieve minimal counterparty default
risk exposure by entering into swaps with large Wall Street
firms in an exemplary embodiment. Investors in an ADBI-L.S
may not be physically shorting any U.S. equities; rather,
investors may merely hold OTC derivative contracts. This
may provide both tax benefits and efficiency in investment
logistics.
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ADBI-LP such as, e.g., RAFI®-LP, may be a full-market
ADBI. ADBI-LSsuch as, e.g., RAFI®-LS, may be a fund that
uses the differences between company weights in ADBI such
as, e.g., RAFI® and in a capitalization-weighted index to
establish long and short positions according to an exemplary
embodiment.

ADBI-LS may be designed to be dollar neutral and equity
beta neutral in an exemplary embodiment. Therefore, one
may expect ADBI-LS returns to be largely uncorrelated with
the equity market return in an exemplary embodiment. How-
ever, ADBI may not be market neutral in the traditional sense
as it is not industry sector neutral in an exemplary embodi-
ment.

ADBI-LS does not pair positions, and thus is different from
traditional equity long-short strategies whereby, e.g., but not
limited to, a short General Motors (GM) position is paired
with a long Ford position. Instead, ADBI-LS may acquire
both long and short positions based on the relative difference
between the ADB Index such as, e.g., FUNDAMENTAL
INDEX® weights and those of a cap-weighted index, such as,
e.g., but not limited to the Russell 1000.

An exemplary embodiment of ADBI-LS may rebalance
periodically and/or aperiodically. For example, on average,
the ADBI-LS, such as, e.g., RAFI®-LS portfolio may hold its
long-short bets for about one year. The cash flow from new
capital contributed to the strategy may be used to rebalance
the portfolio to create new or alter existing long-short bets
according to an exemplary embodiment.

In an exemplary embodiment, the present invention may be
a method of constructing a portfolio of financial objects,
comprising: purchasing a portfolio of a plurality of mimick-
ing financial objects to obtain and/or create a mimicking or
resampled portfolio, wherein performance of the portfolio of
mimicking financial objects substantially mirrors the perfor-
mance of the accounting data based index based portfolio
without substantially replicating the accounting data based
index based portfolio. The method may further obtain and/or
use arisk model for the portfolio where the risk model mirrors
a risk model of the accounting data based index. The risk
model may be substantially similar to the Fama-French fac-
tors, wherein the Fama-French factors may comprise at least
one of size effect (e.g., where small cap beats large cap), value
effect (e.g., where high B/P beats low B/P), and/or momen-
tum effect (e.g. where strong momentum beats weak momen-
tum in very long run, e.g. 10 or more years). The performance
of the portfolio of mimicking financial objects may substan-
tially mirror the performance of the accounting data based
index based portfolio without substantially replicating finan-
cial objects and/or weightings in the accounting data based
index based portfolio.

In another exemplary embodiment, the present invention
may include purchasing a plurality of financial objects
according to weightings substantially similar to the weight-
ings of an accounting data based index (ADBI), where per-
formance of the financial objects substantially mirrors the
performance of the ADBI without using substantially the
same financial objects in the ADBI.

Exemplary Embodiment of High Yield Debt Instrument
Index

In one or more exemplary embodiments, the index of finan-
cial objects may include an index of debt instruments. In one
exemplary embodiment, the index of debt instruments may
include a bond index, and an exemplary bond index may
include a high yield bond index.

An exemplary debt instrument may include any debt
instruments issued by any type of entity or organization.
Exemplary issuing organizations may include, for example, a
company, a state, a sovereign, a municipality, and/or a coun-
try, to name a few. A bond may entitle a holder of the bond to
receive, for example, interest payments on the purchase price
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of'the bond for as long as the holder holds the bond. Further,
a bond may have a maturity date, at which the issuer of the
bond may be required to repay the purchase price of the bond
to the current holder of the bond. A bond may be bought, sold,
and/or swapped as any other security or debt instrument.

High-yield bonds may include debt instruments, such as,
for example, bonds, rated below investment grade by bond
rating organizations, such as, for example, Moody’s or Stan-
dard and Poor’s. High-yield bonds may consequently carry a
higher interest rate than investment grade bonds. For
example, according to one exemplary embodiment, a bond
rated at BBB or below may be considered to be a high-yield
bond, and may carry a higher interest rate than a bond rated
above BBB. Debt instruments receiving below investment
grade ratings may be, for example, debt instruments issued by
companies with poor credit ratings due to, for example, nega-
tive cash flow, excessive debt, and/or poor market conditions,
etc., as they pertain to the company.

In an exemplary embodiment, a construction technique for
creating a bond index may include selecting high yield bonds
from a universe of bonds using a selective metric related to the
issuer of the bond, and weighting the selected high yield bond
constituents according to at least one objective metric related
to the issuer. The constituents may be weighted in relative
proportion to, the objective metric, which may include, e.g.,
but not be limited to, an accounting data metric, such as, e.g.,
but not limited to, sales and/or dividends associated with the
issuer of the bonds, i.e., accounting data associated with the
debt issuer. In one exemplary embodiment, a weighted com-
bination such as, e.g., an equally weighted combination of
sales, book value, any dividends, cash flow (how much cash is
going in and out, ignoring capital expenditures), and/or col-
lateral may used to weight. Other metrics such as, e.g.,
EBITDA, may also be used in an exemplary embodiment. A
composite measure may also be created as a combinationof'a
group of such factors.

According to another exemplary embodiment, other
accounting data metrics may be used, however in no case will
ametric be used which is materially influenced by price, such
as, e.g., but not limited to, market capitalization. Further,
weighting is not to be based on the product of the total number
of bonds and face value. In an exemplary embodiment, the
universe of bonds may be partially, or all, below investment
grade bonds, such as, e.g., but not limited to, BBB or less. An
exemplary investment grade bond may include bonds con-
tained in or associated with the Merrill Lynch Master High
Yield Bond Index. In one exemplary embodiment, high yield
bonds may include bonds with at most a BBB bond rating. In
another exemplary embodiment, high yield bonds may
include, e.g., but are not limited to, bonds with a BB or less
rating, etc.

In an exemplary embodiment, the index weight for each
issuer may be based on, e.g., but not limited to, a composite
company accounting data measure created from a weighting,
such as, e.g., equal weighting of one or a plurality of data
metrics. In one such exemplary embodiment, the factor may
be any one or more of: (i) normalized, (ii) for a 5-year span,
(iii) an average value, and/or (iv) non-zero. Exemplary factors
may include, without limitation, factors based at least par-
tially on any one or more of: sales, book value, cash-flow, any
dividends, and/or collateral, etc.

In an exemplary embodiment, for each debt issue associ-
ated with each issuer, the issuer weight may be assigned to
each corresponding debt issue and, according to an exem-
plary embodiment, may be pro-rated for the face value of the
debt issue relative to the firm’s total debt outstanding. For
example, in the entire Merrill Lynch bond universe, bonds
that cannot be matched to underlying company accounting
data may be omitted from the RAFI® High Yield Index.
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Table 4 depicts a summary correlation matrix for an exem- times when high yield-bonds may have been weak, but, the
plary embodiment of an high yield bond index. In this statistical significance in so short a span was remarkable for
embodiment, gains may be somewhat concentrated during these embodiments.
TABLE 4

Correlation Matrix (1997-June 2006)

Correlation Matrix

Index Am. TR StdDev  HOAO G502 Sales Div Book CF
ML HY 6.23% 7.33% 1.00

ML Gov 1-10 5.17% 2.96% -0.11 1.00

Sales 8.03% 7.05% 090 -0.11 1.00

Dividend 9.22% 6.15% 0.80 0.00  0.89 1.00

Book 6.97% 8.74% 095 -0.14 095 0.82 1.00

Cash Flow 7.54% 7.05% 094 -0.08 095 0.87 0.97 1.00
Collateral 7.21% 8.47% 094 -0.13 095 0.81 0.98 0.96
Composite 7.68% 7.57% 093 -0.12 098 0.87 0.98 0.98
Par 6.18% 9.07% 099 -0.15 090 0.79 0.96 0.93
Equal 7.09% 7.08% 096 -0.14 093 0.82 0.93 0.92
Equity Market* 8.99% 16.23% 0.54 -0.26 042 031 0.49 0.46

*Market - monthly cap-weighted returns from NYSE, AMEX, and NASDAQ (not excess return)

- Table 5 depicts exemplary regression results for an exem-
plary embodiment of a high yield bond index.

TABLE §

Regression Results (1997-June 2006)

a ML Gov ML

LHS (bp) 1-10yr HY* Mkt SMB HML UMD  R?
RAFI ® HY Sales 2695 008 087 0.84
301 -0.88 23.73
2867 -0.13 091  -0.04 0.84

324 -141 21.58 -2.12

24.64 -0.11 0.89 -0.02 0.02 0.05 0.00 0.85
2.70 -1.18 19.78 -0.70 0.73 1.75 0.00

26.18 -0.07 0.87 -0.02 0.03 0.05 -0.03 0.85
2.89 -0.74 18.92 -0.84 1.21 .72 -1.87

RAFI ® HY Dividend 21.38 0.01 0.87 0.84
2.70 0.07 23.92
22.59 -0.04 0.90 -0.03 0.84

2.87 -0.44 22,60 -1.76

21.11 -0.05 0.91 -0.01 -0.04 0.03 0.00 0.86
2.77 -0.65 21.31 -032 -2.28 1.42 0.00

2044 -0.07 0.92 0.00  -0.05 0.03 0.01 0.86
2.67 -0.84  20.83 -0.25 -2.43 141 0.87

RAFI ® HY Book 8.14 -0.17 1.13 0.93
1.10 -2.30 3736
8.87 -0.19 1.15 -0.02 0.93

1.19 -2.50 3242 -1.09

11.49 -0.22 1.18 -0.03 -0.03 -0.02 0.00 0.93
1.50 -2.76 30.87 -141 -1.68 -1.04 0.00

12.06 -0.20 1.17 -0.03 -0.03 -0.02  -0.01 0.93
1.56 -2.50 29.63 -146 -139 -1.05 -0.81

RAFI ® HY Cash flow 7.71 -0.01 1.00 0.95
1.53 -0.22 4541
8.09 -0.02 1.01 -0.01 0.95

1.60 -0.46  40.11 -0.94
9.87 -0.04 1.03 -0.02 -0.02 -0.02 0.00 0.95
1.89 -0.74 3697 -1.43 -1.52 -1.23 0.00
10.20 -0.03 1.03 -0.02 -0.02 -0.02 -0.01 0.95
1.94 -0.57 3541 -146 -1.27 -122 -0.64

RAFI ® HY Collateral 10.85 -0.14 1.08 0.91
1.39 -1.73 34.19
12.13 -0.17 111 -0.03 0.92

1.57 -2.15 3045 -1.8

13.20 -0.19 1.13 -0.03 -0.02  -0.01 0.00 0.92
1.64  -2.26 28.71 -1.56 -1.05 -0.29 0.00

13.41 -0.18 1.12 -0.03 -0.02  -0.01 0 0.92
1.65 -2.13 27.58 -1.57 -0.93 -0.29  -0.28
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Regression Results (1997-June 2006)

a ML Gov ML
LHS (bp) 1-10yr  HY* Mkt SMB HML UMD R?
RAFI ® HY Composite 8.67 -0.11 1.07 0.94
1.51 -1.95 42.55
9.22 -0.13 1.09 -0.01 0.94
1.60 -2.20 38.04 -1.20
11.72 -0.15 1.11 -0.03 -0.03 -0.03 0.00 0.95
2.00 -2.55 35.73 -1.79 -1.98 -1.53 0.00
12.03 -0.15 1.11 -0.03 -0.03 -0.03 0 0.95
2.03 -2.35 34.12 -1.81 -1.74  -1.52 -0.51
RAFI ® HY Par -7.05 -0.11 1.22 0.98
weighted -1.83 -2.82 77.06 0
-6.55 -0.13 1.24 -0.01 0.98
-1.71 -3.17 66.59 -1.68
-694 -0.13 1.23 -0.01 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.98
-1.74  -3.06 61.93 -1.12 0.11 0.40 0.00
-6.37 -0.11 1.23 -0.01 0.00 0.00 -0.01 0.98
-1.59 -2.68 59.87 -1.22 0.50 0.37 -1.46
RAFI ® HY Equal 14.43 -0.08 0.93 0.93
weighted 2.45 -1.35 38.27 0
15.33 -0.11 0.96 -0.03 0.93
2.63 -1.81 33.86 -1.99
10.77 -0.08 0.92 -0.01 0.05 0.04 0.00 0.94
1.87 -1.29 32.12 -0.34 3.47 2.61 0.00
11.77 -0.05 0.91 -0.01 0.05 0.04 -0.02 0.94
2.06 -0.87 30.94 -0.47 3.85 2.59 -1.78

ML 1-10 yr Government bond index

ML HY* - Modified Merrill Lynch High Yield Master II Index (only includes bonds considered in LHS)

In an exemplary embodiment, one aspect of index con- 30 company, such as, for example, but not limited to, Merrill

struction may include data acquisition, i.e., for example, col-
lecting, compiling, normalizing, and/or associating data
regarding a debt issuer and a given debt instrument. Here,
according to an exemplary embodiment, a comprehensive
database may be built, i.e. constructed, of high-yield bonds
and accounting data metrics related to the companies issuing
the debt instruments. This database may be linked to an exist-
ing database of related fundamental metrics, such as account-
ing data that may include accounting data indicative of rela-
tive company size, other than market capitalization and price,
with all the normal complications of ticker and Committee on
Uniform Security Identification Procedures (CUSIP) differ-
ences.

In exemplary embodiments, the high yield bond universe
may include all bonds, and/or all issues within a particular
bond space. An exemplary bond space according to one
exemplary embodiment may include the Merrill High Yield
Bond space. Then, a selection of bonds having ratings below
a predefined threshold may be selected. For example, bonds
rated BBB or less by a bonds rating organization may be
selected. Then, according to one exemplary embodiment, a
further selection may be made using at least one accounting
data metric associated with the issuer company, wherein the
metric is not materially influenced by price. In an exemplary
embodiment, the full below-investment-grade universe may
be used, subject to the investability constraints imposed by a

35

40

45

50

55

Lynch. In an exemplary embodiment, such constraints and/or
others may be lifted, and further improved results may be
gained. In one such exemplary embodiment, the liquidity
thereof may be degraded, for example.

Table 6 depicts a correlation matrix for an exemplary
embodiment of a high yield bond index. Table 6 illustrates
statistical significance witnessed by the various exemplary
weighting metrics. The following parameters are included: (i)
Mean refers to a mean monthly return; (ii) Std Dev refers to a
standard deviation from the mean; (iii) HOAO refers to Merrill
Lynch High Yield Master II Index; (iv) G502 refers to Merrill
Lynch U.S. Treasuries 1-10 YR; (v) Sales, Dividend, Book
(value), Cash Flow refer to exemplary objective metrics of
scale and/or size in relation to the entity; (vi) Collateral refers
to assets used to pay debt holders, e.g., for secured debt
instruments; (vii) Composite refers to a composite of two or
more other metrics, which in the particular case, refers to
Sales, Dividend, Book, Cash Flow and Collateral; (viii) Par
refers to Face Value of the security; (ix) Equal refers to an
equal weighting of all the qualified securities in the universe;
and (x) Market refers to a proxy for the market, where data
may be used as a benchmark capitalization weighted universe
provided by the Center for Research in Securities (CRS),
available from the University of Chicago and Standard &
Poor’s.

TABLE 6

Correlation Matrix (1997-June 2006)

Std Correlation Matrix
Index Mean Dev HOAO G502 Sales  Div Book CF Colltrl  Cpsit Par Equal Mkt
HOAO 0.52% 2.12% 1.00  -0.11 0.90  0.80 0.95 0.94 0.94 0.93 0.99 0.96 0.54
G502 0.43%  0.86% -0.11 .00 -0.11 000 -014 -008 -013 -0.12 -0.15 -0.14 -0.26
Sales 0.67%  2.03% 090  -0.11 1.00  0.89 0.95 0.95 0.95 0.98 0.90 0.93 0.42
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TABLE 6-continued
Correlation Matrix (1997-June 2006)
Std Correlation Matrix
Index Mean Dev HOAO G502 Sales  Div Book CF Colltrl  Cpsit Par Equal Mkt
Dividend 0.77% 1.77% 0.80 0.00 0.89 1.00 0.82 0.87 0.81 0.87 0.79 0.82 0.31
Book 0.58%  2.52% 0.95 -0.14 0.95 0.82 1.00 0.97 0.98 0.98 0.96 0.93 0.49
Cash Flow  0.63%  2.03% 0.94 -0.08 0.95 0.87 0.97 1.00 0.96 0.98 0.93 0.92 0.46
Collateral 0.60%  2.44% 0.94 -0.13 0.95 0.81 0.98 0.96 1.00 0.98 0.95 0.93 0.46
Composite  0.64%  2.19% 0.93 -0.12 0.98 0.87 0.98 0.98 0.98 1.00 0.93 0.93 0.45
Par 0.51%  2.62% 0.99 -0.15 0.90 0.79 0.96 0.93 0.95 0.93 1.00 0.97 0.52
Equal 0.59%  2.04% 0.96 -0.14 0.93 0.82 0.93 0.92 0.93 0.93 0.97 1.00 0.48
Market* 0.75%  4.69% 0.54 -0.26 0.42 0.31 0.49 0.46 0.46 0.45 0.52 0.48 1.00

*Market - monthly cap-weighted returns from NYSE, AMEX, and NASDAQ (not excess return)

In an exemplary embodiment, the index may be reconsti-
tuted/rebalanced on a periodic and/or aperiodic basis such as,
e.g., but not limited to, every month as bonds mature, and may
fall out of'the index, and as new issues are listed and/orissued.

Exemplary Embodiment of Emerging Markets Financial
Objects Index

In one or more exemplary embodiments, an index may be
created by selecting and weighting emerging market debt
instruments, such as, for example, but not limited to, bonds,
using metrics not materially influenced by price, e.g., face
value for the debt instrument. In an exemplary embodiment, a
developed market debt and/or a developed market except the
US debt instrument, for example, may be provided. An exem-
plary embodiment of an emerging market bond index may
include an Emerging Market Bond Fundamental Index®
available from Research Affiliates, LLC of Pasadena, Calif.
USA. Inaddition to the written description and figures hereof,
Tables 7, 8 and 9, below, provide detailed support for exem-
plary embodiments. Various metrics may be used to select
and/or weight financial objects, where the objects may
include debt instruments. In an exemplary embodiment, if an
issuer of the bond is, e.g., a country, country-based metrics
may be used.

In some cases, particular numerical metrics may first need
to be derived from publicly accessible data sources (see, e.g.,
Table 8). For example, a rating universe may be converted,
according to an exemplary embodiment, into a numeric value
as shown in an exemplary embodiment, see Table 8. For
example, BBB debt may be given a value of, e.g., but not
limited to, 1, BB debt may be assigned a value of, e.g., but not
limited to, 2, CCC debt may be assigned a value of, e.g., but
not limited to, 4, etc. Once debt has been assigned to at least
one debt rating, by at least one rating agency, then debt may be
segmented according to rating, for example.

Weighting according to an exemplary embodiment may
include averaging over a given time period, such as, e.g., but
not limited to 1 year, 2 years, 5 years, or any other suitable
time period. In certain cases, if a bond has been recently
issued, some data may not yet be available, thus data using a
time lag may be used to provide more complete data, such as,
e.g. but not limited to, a 1 year, 2 year, 3 year or more lag, or
one or more days, weeks, and/or months of time lag may be
used.

The issuing governments of debt instruments from regions
considered to be emerging markets may issue emerging mar-
ket debt instruments, such as, for example, emerging market
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bonds. Emerging market debt instruments may be purchased,
held, and traded just as any debt instruments from any other
market. An emerging market debt instrument may be different
from any other debt instrument only in that the issuer of the
emerging market debt instrument may be the government of a
region considered to be an emerging market and/or may be
issued from a company from an emerging market and/or
developing country, for example.

In exemplary embodiments, emerging market debt instru-
ment data from one or more countries and/or sovereigns
which issue bonds may be used. For example, in certain
exemplary embodiments, JP Morgan and/or Merrill Lynch
emerging market data may be used, though any type of market
data relating to debt instruments issued in all markets may be
used, and a selection of these debt instruments may be made
from the universe of debt instrument data using a predefined
threshold for example, for any entity, any issuer, any organi-
zation, region, individual, country, sovereign municipality,
geographic region or the like.

In an exemplary embodiment, a first entity’s emerging
market data may be correlated with a second company’s
emerging market data. For example, in an exemplary embodi-
ment, a Merrill Lynch emerging market debt instrument data
may be used, and a correlation (for example, 99.6% in certain
exemplary embodiments) may be established with the data of
JP Morgan.

In an exemplary embodiment, unlike with stocks, there
may not be traditional accounting data metrics associated
with, e.g., a country which issues a debt instrument. Accord-
ingly, no “sales,” “book values,” and the like may be associ-
ated with or related to, for example, the emerging market
(EM) debt for a region, such as a sovereign entity. In one or
more exemplary embodiments, a broad range of data may be
used to measure characteristics or factors. According to one
exemplary embodiment, data associated with the issuing
entity may be used as a data metric according to which a
selection of debt instruments may be selected, and according
to which weighting may be calculated for selected constitu-
ents of the index. According to an exemplary embodiment,
data regarding an entity such as, e.g., a geographic region
such as a country may be used. A data source may be created
and maintained, or may be used if available from a third party.
For example, a CIA database about country data may be used
as a data source from which debt instruments associated with
countries may be selected and weighted according to data
values of fields of a country record in the database. In certain
exemplary embodiments, such characteristics or factors may
be referred to as fundamentals, data metrics, measures, or
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elements available from one or more sources (for example,
databases such as the CIA World Factbook, a Farmer’s Alma-
nac, State Department statistics, Population: US Census
Bureau (2005), Area: CIA World Factbook (2006), GDP:

World Bank Statistics (2004), Oil Consumption: CIA World >

Factbook (2005), Corruption: Transparency International,
Democracy: Freedom House, Freedom in the World (2001),
Expenditures: CIA World Factbook (2006), GNI: World
Bank Statistics (2004), Debt: CIA World Factbook (2005),
Merrill Lynch Emerging Markets Data: IGOV  from

50

adjusted measure of the spread of the yield of a given bond
over the treasury yield; (viii) Modified Dur (duration) repre-
sents the time-weighted average of cash payments scaled by
the bond yield, providing a measure of sensitivity of the bond
price to interest rate movements; and/or (ix) Observations are
the number of data points based on an exemplary 9 years of
data (with an exemplary monthly frequency). In an exemplary
embodiment, modified duration is an adjustment of a
Macaulay duration, which is a discounted cash flow weighted
duration.

TABLE 7

Merrill Lynch Emerging Markets Data (Foreign Sovereign debt BBB+ and lower)

Sample: Modified

January 1998-January 2007 Mean  Min Max  Stderr RMSE ratingl rating2 OAS Dur Observations
Reported Benchmark 0.950 -29.17 8.60 0.394

Cap Weighted (Constructed) 0.950 -29.26 8.61 0.395 0.078 1.17 1.99 4984 5.53 108
Equal Weighted (constructed)  0.999 -23.93 7.94 0333 0.858 1.17 2.38 5069 4.96 108
1-yr Lagged 1.070 -2495 10.82 0.379 0.808 1.15 1.83 5422 5.23 108
2-yr Lagged 1.053 -23.35 1079 0.380 1.001 1.17 1.64 4961 5.13 108
3-yr Lagged 0.942 -22.50 9.89 0.362 1.019 1.20 1.46 4702 5.10 108
Fundamental Measures (1)

Population 1.029 -15.51 840 0.262 0.86 2.03 4014 4.73 108
Area 1.355 -38.16 16.64 0.541 1.34 323 7145 4.58 108
GDP 1.059 -18.65 9.79  0.303 0.91 2.15 4349 4.78 108
Oil Consumption 1.143 -2492 11.67 0.377 1.08 2.54 5143 4.85 108
Corruption Index 0.986 -21.83 7.59 0.316 1.11 2.56 4713 5.07 108
Democracy Index 0.955 -21.99 816 0.329 1.12 2.53 4770 5.28 108
Expenditures 1.076 -20.93 1079 0.335 1.00 2.36 4573 492 108
GNI 1.026 -20.27 12.01 0.346 0.98 2.30 4509 5.05 108
Debt 1.197 -26.83 13.06 0.413 1.11 2.60 5448 4.97 108
EW Each Factor 1.177 -25.12  11.77 0.385 1.03 2.40 5206 4.86 108
GDP/Population 0.996 -22.69 815 0.328 1.10 2.55  479.6 5.06 108
Oil Consumption/Population 1.032 -24.59 8.02 0.333 1.25 2.98 5084 492 108
Expenditures/Population 1.103 -18.20 6.84 0.271 1.04 242 4272 493 108
GNI/Population 0.876 -19.66 8.02 0.312 1.08 2.54 4539 5.20 108
Debt/GDP 0.936 -21.86 8.65 0.295 1.23 292 5108 4.76 108
Fundamental Measures (2)

Population 0.934 -1437 6.39  0.209 0.82 1.93  366.0 4.49 108
Area 1.232 -3459 1500 0.452 1.11 2.62 6140 4.44 108
GDP 0.957 -16.12 636 0.231 0.78 1.81 3604 4.56 108
Oil Consumption 1.039 -21.35 7.71 0.288 0.93 2.16 4282 4.64 108
Corruption Index 0.933 -18.34 7.19  0.251 0.90 2.06 4039 5.06 108
Democracy Index 0.951 -18.37 7.01  0.264 0.98 2.20 4301 5.13 108
Expenditures 0.984 -17.45 6.50  0.250 0.82 1.89 3726 471 108
GNI 0.968 -17.29 6.64 0.259 0.84 1.97 3825 493 108
Debt 1.061 -22.70 851 0.308 0.96 2.23 4589 4.80 108
EW Combination 1.035 -21.46 8.08 0.293 0.87 2.00 4392 4.67 108
GDP/Population 0.949 -17.55 6.34 0.243 0.87 2.00 3914 4.86 108
Oil Consumption/Population ~ 0.967 -18.37 6.89  0.244 1.01 2.35 4145 4.87 108
Expenditures/Population 0915 -12.59 493 0.187 0.71 162 3321 4.69 108
GNI/Population 0.867 -14.08 533 0.222 0.89 2.07 3861 5.10 108
Debt/GDP 0.877 -17.53 773 0.244 1.00 2.36 4763 4.80 108

Fundamental measures (1) applies the country weight directly to each security issued by the country

Fundamental measures (2) splits the country weight equally amongst all securities issued by that country in a given month

(all returns in percent per month)

Bloomberg (Foreign Sovereign debt BBB+ and lower) and
any other publicly available data pertaining to countries or
sovereigns) from which information retrieval may be per-
formed.

Table 7 depicts an exemplary summary of metrics and
observed results for exemplary emerging market bonds. The
following parameters are included: (i) Mean refers to a mean
monthly return; (ii) Min refers to a minimum monthly return;
(iii) Max refers to a maximum monthly return; (iv) Std Dev
refers to a standard deviation from the mean; (v) RMSE is the
root mean squared error, i.e., a tracking error; (vi) Rating 1
and Rating 2 are numerical ratings, as defined in Table 8; (vii)
OAS (option adjusted spread, or optionality factor) is an
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Table 8 depicts an exemplary numerical identification for
bond ratings.

60

TABLE 8

Exemplary Numerical Key for Bond Ratings
credit rating 1: credit rating 2:
1 BBB 1 BBB1
2 BB 2 BBB2
3 B 3 BBB3
4 CcCC 4 BB1
5 cC 5 BB2
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TABLE 8-continued TABLE 8-continued
Exemplary Numerical Key for Bond Ratings Exemplary Numerical Key for Bond Ratings
credit rating 1: credit rating 2: 5 credit rating 1: credit rating 2:
6 C 6 BB3 13 CcC
7 D 7 B1 14 C
8 B2 15 D
9 B3
10 CCC1
11 cce? 10 Table 9 depicts exemplary country metrics as may be used
12 CCC3 for weighting emerging market and/or currency financial
objects.
TABLE 9
Exemplary Country Metrics
Area Oil Con- Corrup- Democ-
Country Code Population sqM GDP sumption tion racy Expenditures GNI Debt
Algeria 1 32531853 919590 212300000000 209000 2.8 1.5 30750000000 51028000000 22710000000
Argentina 3 39537943 1068296 483500000000 486000 2.8 55 39980000000 260000000000
Bahrain 5 688345 257 13010000000 40000 5.8 3447000000 7246280000 4682000000
Barbados 7 279254 166 4569000000 10900 6.9 886000000 2613990000 668000000
Brazil 10 186112794 3286470 1492000000000 2199000 3.7 4.0 172400000000 529000000000 214900000000
Bulgaria 8 7450349 42822 61630000000 94000 4.0 4.5 10900000000 13240800000 12050000000
Chile 11 15980912 292258 169100000000 240000 7.3 5.0 24750000000 70619200000 43150000000
China 12 1306313812 3705386 7262000000000 4956000 3.2 0.5 424300000000 1130000000000 197800000000
Colombia 13 42954279 439733 281100000000 252000 4.0 3.0 48770000000 81551500000 38260000000
Costa Rica 14 4016173 19730 37970000000 37000 4.2 55 3195000000 15715300000 5366000000
Cote 22 17298040 124502 24780000000 32000 1.9 1.5 2830000000 10258500000 11850000000
d’Ivoire
Croatia 15 4495904 21831 50330000000 89000 3.4 4.5 19350000000 19916700000 23560000000
Dominican 16 8950034 18815 55680000000 129000 3.0 5485000000 18954900000 6567000000
Republic
Ecuador 17 13363593 109483 49510000000 129000 25 4.0 13957900000 15690000000
Egypt 2 771505756 386660 316300000000 562000 3.4 1.5 27680000000 30340000000
El Salvador 18 6704932 8124 32350000000 39000 4.2 4.5 3167000000 13030700000 6575000000
Greece 19 10668354 50942 226400000000 405700 4.3 5.0 103400000000 121000000000 65510000000
Guatemala 36 14655189 42042 59470000000 61000 25 3.5 4041000000 19569100000 4957000000
Hungary 20 10006835 35919 149300000000 140700 5.0 55 58340000000 49161600000 42380000000
Indonesia 21 241973879 741096 827400000000 1183000 2.2 3.5 57700000000 145000000000 135700000000
Iraq 39 26074906 168753 89800000000 383000 2.2 0.0 24000000000 0 93950000000
Jamaica 23 2731832 4244 11130000000 66000 3.6 5.0 3210000000 7256730000 4962000000
Jordan 24 5759732 35637 25500000000 103000 5.7 3.0 4688000000 8784960000 7683000000
Kazakhstan 25 15185844 1049150 118400000000 189400 2.6 1.5 12440000000 20078200000 24450000000
Lebanon 26 3826018 4015 18830000000 107000 3.1 1.5 6595000000 17585000000 20790000000
Malaysia 27 42909464 261969 74300000000 60950 5.1 2.0 34620000000 79326600000 48840000000
Mexico 28 106202903 761602 1006000000000 1752000 3.5 4.5 184000000000 550000000000 159800000000
Morocco 29 32725847 172413 134600000000 167000 3.2 25 16770000000 34681400000 17320000000
Nigeria 30 128771988 356667 125700000000 275000 1.9 3.0 13540000000 37132000000 31070000000
Pakistan 38 162419946 310401 347300000000 365000 2.1 1.5 20070000000 60047300000 33540000000
Panama 31 3039150 30193 20570000000 40520 3.5 55 3959000000 9455180000 8834000000
Peru 32 27925628 496223 155300000000 161000 3.5 3.5 22470000000 52209300000 29950000000
Philippines 33 87857473 115830 430600000000 338000 25 4.5 15770000000 80844900000 57960000000
Poland 34 38635144 120728 463000000000 424100 3.4 55 63220000000 164000000000 86820000000
Qatar 35 863051 4416 19490000000 30000 5.9 11310000000 17500000000
Russia 41 143420309 6592735 1408000000000 2310000 2.4 2.0 125600000000 253000000000 175900000000
Serbia and 42 10829175 39517 26270000000 64000 2.8 11120000000
Montenegro
Slovakia 43 5431363 18859 78890000000 82000 4.3 55 23200000000 20307200000
South 44 44344136 471008 491400000000 460000 4.5 55 70620000000 122000000000
Africa
South 37 48422644 38023 925100000000 2070000 5.0 5.0 185000000000 130300000000
Korea
Thailand 45 65444371 198455 524800000000 785000 3.8 4.5 31760000000 118000000000
Trinidad 46 1088644 1980 11480000000 24000 3.8 5.0 4060000000 7808790000
and Tobago
Tunisia 9 10074951 63170 70880000000 87000 4.9 1.5 8304000000 19984500000
Turkey 47 69660559 301382 508700000000 619500 3.5 25 115300000000 167000000000
Ukraine 48 47425336 233089 299100000000 303000 2.6 3.0 22980000000 35185000000
Uruguay 49 3415920 68039 49270000000 41500 5.9 6.0 4845000000 19189400000
Venezuela 50 25375281 352143 145200000000 500000 23 3.0 41270000000

Vietnam 51 83535576 127243 227200000000 185000 2.6 0.5 12950000000 32761600000
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In accordance with one or more exemplary embodiments,
such data elements or fundamentals may comprise any one of:
an economic metric; a population or demographic based mea-
sure; a population level; an area; a geographic area; an eco-
nomic factor; a gross domestic product (GDP); GDP growth;
anatural resource characteristic; a petroleum characteristic; a
resource consumption metric; a petroleum consumption
amount; a liquid natural gas (LNG) characteristic; a liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG) characteristic; an expenditures charac-
teristic; gross national income (GNI); a debt characteristic; a
rate of inflation; a rate of unemployment; a reserves level; a
population characteristic; a corruption characteristic; a
democracy characteristic; a social metric; a political metric; a
religious metric; a per capita ratio of any of the foregoing or
any other characteristic; a rate change in any of the foregoing
metrics; a derivative of any foregoing or any other character-
istic and/or a ratio of two of the foregoing or any other
characteristics. Examples of the foregoing, not to be inter-
preted by way of limitation, are provided in the following
table. In certain exemplary embodiments, certain of the fore-
going may not be proper measures of the relative size (and/or
other characteristics) pertaining to an entity, region, country,
or the like but may be indicative of useful measures for
selecting and weighting constituents of a index according to
an exemplary embodiment.

In an exemplary embodiment, one or more such factors,
data metrics, measures, characteristics and/or fundamentals
may be applied to select and to weight constituents to con-
struct a bond index in one of a number of ways. A fundamen-
tal weight into, for example, a sovereign debt, may be a first
such way. One or more metrics may be used to select debt
instruments and one or more metrics may be used to weight
the constituent selected debt instruments to construct the
index. However, the data metric does not use a price-based
metric, i.e., the metric will not be the selection and weighting
according to products of total debt and market price. An
exemplary first way is in a way that applies, for example, to a
weight associated with (i) an issuer; (ii) an entity (including a
region or country) associated with such issuer; (iii) where
such issuer and such entity are the same; and/or (iv) where a
combination of the foregoing, may be applied directly (or
indirectly in an alternative embodiment) to each financial
object (including, for example, a bond, or a security) issued
by such foregoing entity(ies). As one example, a fundamental
metric may be used to select weight, and may be applied to
determine or calculate a constituent weighting for a given
debt instrument issued by a sovereign in a first way, wherein
in such first way, the country weight is directly applied to each
financial object (for example, a security and/or a bond) issued
by the country. According to an exemplary embodiment, a
plurality of data measures may be used. A weighted average
such as, for example, an equally weighted average of data
factors, may be used. In one exemplary embodiment, if a
given data metric is believed to be suspect, such as, e.g.,
geographic area, so that use of the data factor may result in
taking on too much risk, a particular rules based threshold
such as a predetermined maximum or minimum weighting
ceiling or floor may be used to prevent overexposure to a
suspected excess risk factor.

An exemplary second way of weighting debt instruments
may apply, for example, to a weight associated with (i) an
issuer; (ii) an entity (including a region or country) associated
with such issuer; (iii) where such issuer and such entity may
be the same; and/or (iv) where a combination of the forego-
ing, is applied in an apportioned manner among either all (or
in an alternative embodiment, a portion of) the foregoing, in
relation to one or more additional parameters. As one
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example, a fundamental weight may be applied to the debt
instruments issued by of a sovereign in a second way, wherein
in such a second way, the country weight may be split such as,
e.g., but not limited to equally amongst all the debt instru-
ments (for example, a security and/or a bond) issued by a
country in a given month.

In certain exemplary embodiments, a number of methods
may be employed so as to select, weight, or to measure certain
characteristics and/or factors associated with one of the fore-
going entities (1)-(iv). In an exemplary such embodiment, a
factor, data metric, and/or characteristic associated with a
geographic region (such as a country, in an exemplary
embodiment thereof) may be measured. In order to select
emerging market data, a predetermined data element value
may be used, such as, e.g., countries with per capita oil
consumption of less then or equal to a given value, for
example, or per capita GDP of a given amount or less. For
example, there may be many ways to measure a country’s
scale and/or size as compared to the rest of the world.
Examples include, without limitation, any factors and/or
characteristics associated with or related to, without limita-
tion, any one or combination of the foregoing: economic
factors, demographic factors, social factors political factors,
the population, area, geographic area gross domestic product
(GDP), GDP growth, natural resources, oil (or any other
energy source) consumption, expenditures, government
expenditures, gross national income (GNI), measures of free-
dom, democracy, and corruption, rate of inflation, rate of
unemployment, reserves level, and/or total debt, etc. Addi-
tional examples may include any ratio of the foregoing or
other factors and/or characteristics, as derived solely from
one or more of the foregoing or other factors and/or charac-
teristics, and/or as derived in combination with one or more
additional factors and/or characteristics.

In one or more exemplary embodiments, the foregoing
methods and/or systems employing such methods exhibited
positive results. For example, in an exemplary embodiment, a
RAFI® emerging markets measure may outperform a value
weighting measure. For example, in one such exemplary
embodiment, such emerging markets measure may outper-
form value weighting to add a certain amount (in one embodi-
ment, 3.3% or the like) per annum above a cap-weighted
emerging markets index.

In certain exemplary embodiments, not by way of limita-
tion, the foregoing exemplary geographic area metric may
provide superior results as a fundamental metric. In an exem-
plary embodiment, a RAFI® equal weighted measure using
an exemplary equal weighting of 9 exemplary data metrics,
namely population, area, etc (see table 10) outperforms all (or
in alternative embodiments, one or more of) other single
metrics of a factor and/or characteristic for one of the fore-
going categories (i)-(iv), such as for example the size of a
country. In an exemplary embodiment, results are not quite
statistically significant, but t-statistics of approximately 1.8
on a multi-year (for example, 9 year or the like) sampling of
data are found.

Invarying exemplary embodiments, factors and/or charac-
teristics either not associated with, not related to, or alterna-
tively, not the same as a given measure may be used. As one
example thereof, a measure that is either not or not associated
with size may be used. As one such example, such non-size
measures as one or more indices associated with or related to
the corruption (for example, a corruption index) and/or the
relative amount of democracy (for example, a democracy
index) may be used. As noted, in one or more exemplary
embodiments, a ratio of any and/or all of the foregoing factors
and/or characteristics may be used, in combination with one
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another and/or with other factors. As one example, ratios of
such items such as, e.g., but not limited to population adjusted
per capita measures of GDP, oil consumption, expenditures,
GNI, debt, in any combination thereof, may be used. Simi-
larly, ratios of a measure to geographic area may be calculated
and maybe added to a weighted average, such as, e.g., but not
limited to, an equal, and/or non-equal weighting of a plurality
of factors. In exemplary embodiments, the market may effi-
ciently factor the foregoing into pricing, such that the fore-
going do not add value to the weighting. In exemplary
embodiments, size measures may relatively add value
because over- or under-valuation of a country’s debt may be
more-or-less independent of such measures. In some cases if
a given measure may skew to a limited diversification, a
proportional weighting factor may be used to avoid undue
risk. In certain embodiments, the foregoing applies to the
description hereof with respect to equities.

Once an index is created by selecting and weighting debt
instruments from emerging markets in proportion to weight-
ing factors, then a portfolio of debt instruments may be pur-
chased as selected by the index in proportion to the weight-
ings as indicated by the index In such exemplary
embodiments, the RAFI® debt instrument portfolio system
may perform strongest in weak equity markets, though in
alternative embodiments, the RAFI® debt instrument portfo-
lio system may perform strongest in strong equity markets. In
exemplary embodiments, the former embodiments apply to
embodiments incorporating emerging markets.

Table 10 depicts exemplary alpha (risk adjusted return) and
t-stats (point estimation coefficient divided by standard error)
for exemplary country related objective metrics.

TABLE 10
Measure Alpha t-Stat
Population 2.1% 0.8
Area 4.7% 1.5
GDP 2.2% 1.0
Oil Consumption 2.8% 1.8
Expenditures 2.2% 1.2
GNI 1.5% 0.8
Total Debt 3.3% 1.9
RAFI® EM 3.3% 1.8
Equal Wgt Countries 1.1% 0.9
Corruption 1.0% 0.7
Democracy 0.5% 0.4
GDP per capita 1.1% 0.8
Oil per capita 1.5% 1.3
Exp per capita 1.7% 0.8
GNI per capita -0.3% -0.2
Debt/GDP 0.6% 0.3

Exemplary Embodiments of Currency

In one or more exemplary embodiments, an index may be
created by selecting and/or weighting currency, including
hard currencies and/or related currency instruments, such as,
for example, but not limited to, bonds or currency derivatives,
using metrics not materially influenced by currency value.
Weighting according to an exemplary embodiment may
include averaging over a given time period, such as, e.g., but
not limited to 1 year, 2 years, 5 years, or any other suitable
time period.

Currency may be a primary economic unit of exchange. All
items that may be purchased, such as, for example, but not
limited to, goods, services, raw materials, land, financial
objects, etc. may be valued in terms of currency, and currency
may be exchanged for any of the foregoing and vice versa.
Organizations such as, for example, but not limited to, coun-
tries, states, provinces, municipalities, sovereigns, and/or
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organizations composed of any number of the foregoing, may
issue and/or control their own forms of currency. For
example, the United States of America issues the United
States Dollar. The European Union, composed of various
countries, issues the Euro-dollar. Japan uses the Yen. Britain
uses the Pound Sterling. The currency of an issuer may gen-
erally, but not always, be the only currency accepted in most
day-to-day economic transactions, such as, for example, but
not limited to, the purchase of goods and services, within the
boundaries of the issuer’s authority. For example, in the area
in which the US government has governing authority, US
dollars are generally the only acceptable currency for the
purchase of items from stores or for the purchase of services.
Currencies from different issuers may be exchanged for each
other according to prevailing exchange rates. The exchange
rates may indicate the value of currencies relative to other
currencies.

One may invest in currency through the purchase of one or
more currencies by a purchaser, using one or more other
currencies. For example, a purchaser may use US dollars to
purchase Euros, according to the prevailing exchange rates, if
the purchaser believes the Euro will appreciate against the US
dollar. There may also be a number of financial objects, or
foreign exchange (currency or FX) instruments associated
with currencies. For example, there may a number of cur-
rency derivatives including, for example, but not limited to,
currency options such as currency puts and currency calls,
currency futures, etc.

In exemplary embodiments, currency data from one or
more countries and/or sovereigns which issue currency may
be used. Any type of market data relating to currency related
instruments issued in any and/or all markets may be used, and
a selection of the currency related instruments may be made
from the universe of currency related instrument data using a
predefined threshold such as, for example, but not limited to,
for any entity, any issuer, any organization, region, individual,
country, sovereign municipality, geographic region and/or the
like. Exemplary currency data for the spot exchange rate may
be obtained from, e.g. the Board of Governors of the Federal
Reserve System, and may be downloaded, for example, from
Bloomberg of New York, N.Y., among other services. Exem-
plary pricing and returns data for currency futures and/or
other derivatives may be obtained from, e.g., but not limited
to, Commodity Research Bureau (CRB), and/or from
Bloomberg, etc. Exemplary data for government fixed
income instruments may be obtained from, e.g., Bloomberg.
Information on a country’s characteristics and economic vari-
ables may be obtained from, for example, the U.S. Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) World Factbook, Global Financial
Data, Bloomberg, and/or Center for International Compari-
sons at the University of Pennsylvania, etc.

In an exemplary embodiment, a first entity’s currency
related instrument data may be correlated with a second coun-
try’s currency and related instruments.

Unlike with stocks, a currency instrument may not have
traditional accounting data metrics associated with the instru-
ment, or with the country that issues the currency. Accord-
ingly, no “sales”, “book value” or the like may be associated
with or related to, for example, the currency for a region, or a
sovereign entity. In an exemplary embodiment, a broad range
of data may be used to measure characteristics or factors.
According to one exemplary embodiment, data associated
with the currency-issuing entity may be used for selecting
and/or weighting currency or currency-related instruments to
construct the index. According to an exemplary embodiment,
data regarding an entity such as, e.g., a geographic region
such as, e.g., but not limited to, a country may be used. A data
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source may be created and maintained, and/or may be used if
available from a third party. For example, a CIA factbook
and/or other databases about country data may be used as a
data source from which currency instruments associated with
countries may be selected and weighted according to data
values of fields of a country record in the database. In certain
exemplary embodiments, such characteristics, metrics, mea-
sures and/or factors may be referred to as data metrics, mea-
sures, parameters and/or elements available from one or more
sources (for example, databases such as, e.g., but not limited
to, the CIA World Factbook, etc.) from which information
may be retrieved.

In accordance with one or more exemplary embodiments,
such data elements, measures, and/or metrics may comprise
any one or more of, e.g., but not limited to: a demographic
measure; a population level; an area; a geographic area; an
economic factor; a gross domestic product (GDP); GDP
growth; a natural resource characteristic; a petroleum char-
acteristic; a resource consumption metric; a petroleum con-
sumption amount; a liquid natural gas (LNG) characteristic; a
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) characteristic; an expenditures
characteristic; gross national income (GNI); a debt character-
istic; a rate of inflation; a rate of unemployment; a reserves
level; a population characteristic; a corruption characteristic;
ademocracy characteristic; a social metric; a political metric;
nominal interest rates and the ratios of nominal interest rates
between issuing sovereign entities; commercial paper yield
metric; credit rating metric; consumer price index (CPI);
purchasing power of local currency metric; country current
account flow; metrics measuring relations between the pur-
chasing power of local currency metric and nominal
exchange rates and deviations from historical trends in such
metrics; government exchange rate regime; a per capita ratio
of any of the foregoing or any other characteristic; and/or a
derivative of any foregoing or any other characteristic and/or
a ratio of two of the foregoing or any other characteristics. In
certain exemplary embodiments, certain of the foregoing may
not be proper measures of the relative size (and/or other
characteristics) pertaining to an entity, region, country, or the
like but may be useful measures for selecting and weighting
constituents of a index according to an exemplary embodi-
ment.

In an exemplary embodiment, one or more such metrics
and/or measures, parameters and/or characteristics may be
applied to select and/or to weight constituents to construct a
currency and/or currency related instrument index in any of a
number of ways. A currency may be selected and/or weighted
using a combination of one or more metrics. One or more
metrics may be used to select currency and/or related cur-
rency instruments and one or more metrics may be used to
weight the selected constituent selected instruments to con-
struct the index. An exemplary method of selecting or waiting
may include applying, for example, a weight associated with
(1) an issuer; (ii) an entity (including a region or country)
associated with such issuer; (iii) where such issuer and such
entity are the same; and/or (iv) where a combination of the
foregoing, may be applied directly (or indirectly in an alter-
native embodiment) to each currency related instrument (in-
cluding, for example, a currency derivative) issued by such
foregoing entity(ies). As one example, a fundamental metric
may be used to select weight, and may be applied to deter-
mine, compute, and/or calculate a constituent weighting for a
given currency issued by a sovereign or related currency
instrument in a given way, wherein in such way, the country
weight may be directly applied to each currency and/or
related currency instrument (such as, for example, but not
limited to, a currency derivative) issued by a country or other
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entity. According to an exemplary embodiment, a plurality of
data measures and/or metrics may be used. A weighted aver-
age such as, for example, an equally weighted average of data
factors, may be used. In one exemplary embodiment, if a
given data metric is believed to be suspect, such as, e.g.,
geographic area, so that use of the data factor may result in
taking on too much risk, a particular rules based threshold
such as, e.g., but not limited to, a predetermined maximum
and/or minimum weighting ceiling and/or floor may be used
to prevent overexposure to a suspected excess risk factor.

Another exemplary embodiment of selecting and/or
weighting currency and/or currency related instruments may
apply, for example, to a weight a metric associated with (i) an
issuer; (ii) an entity (including a region and/or country) asso-
ciated with such issuer; (iii) where such issuer and such entity
may be the same; and/or (iv) where a combination of the
foregoing, may be applied in an apportioned manner among
either all (or in an alternative embodiment, a portion of) the
foregoing, in relation to one or more additional parameters.

Various exemplary embodiments, or combinations of oth-
ers noted herein, may also be used.

In certain exemplary embodiments, a number of methods
may be employed so as to select, weight, and/or to measure
certain characteristics, metrics, measures, parameters and/or
factors associated with one of the foregoing entities (i)-(iv). In
an exemplary such embodiment, a factor, data metric, mea-
sure, parameter, and/or characteristic associated with, e.g.,
but not limited to, a geographic region (such as a country, in
an exemplary embodiment thereof) may be measured. In
order to select currency data, a predetermined data element
value may be used, such as, e.g., but not limited to, countries
with an inflation rate of, e.g., but not limited to, less than or
equal to a given value, for example, or, e.g., but not limited to,
per capita GDP of a given amount or less. For example, there
may be many ways to measure a country’s scale or size
relative to the rest of the world, or a relevant portion of the
world, for example. Exemplary embodiments may include,
without limitation, any metrics, measures, parameters, fac-
tors and/or characteristics associated with and/or related to,
without limitation, any one or combination of the foregoing:
economic factors, demographic factors, social factors politi-
cal factors, the population, area, geographic area gross
domestic product (GDP), GDP growth, natural resources, oil
(or any other energy source) consumption, expenditures, gov-
ernment expenditures, gross national income (GNI), mea-
sures of freedom, democracy, and corruption, rate of inflation,
rate of unemployment, reserves level, and/or total debt, etc.
Additional examples may include, e.g., but not limited to, any
ratio of the foregoing or other factors and/or characteristics,
as derived solely from one or more of the foregoing or other
factors and/or characteristics, and/or as derived in combina-
tion with one or more additional factors and/or characteris-
tics.

In one or more exemplary embodiments, the foregoing
methods and/or systems employing such methods to select or
weight a currency instrument index may exhibit positive
results as compared to conventional weighting measures.

In certain exemplary embodiments, not by way of limita-
tion, the foregoing exemplary geographic area metric may
provide superior results as an accounting data and/or country-
data based metric.

Invarying exemplary embodiments, factors and/or charac-
teristics either not associated with, not related to, or alterna-
tively, not the same as, a given measure may be used. As one
example thereof, a measure that is not size, or not associated
with size, may be used. As one such example, such non-size
related measures may include, e.g., but not limited to, a metric
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related to corruption (e.g., but not limited to, a corruption
index) and/or the relative amount of democracy (e.g., but not
limited to, a democracy index) may be used. As noted, in one
or more exemplary embodiments, a ratio of any one or more,
and/or all of the foregoing metrics, measures, parameters,
factors and/or characteristics may be used, in combination
with one another and/or with other factors. As one example,
ratios of such items such as, e.g., but not limited to, population
adjusted per capita measures of GDP, oil consumption,
expenditures, GNI, debt, in any combination thereof, may be
used. Similarly, ratios of a measure to, e.g., but not limited to,
geographic area, may be calculated and maybe added to a
weighted average, such as, e.g., but not limited to, an equal,
and/or non-equal weighting of a plurality of factors. In exem-
plary embodiments, the market may efficiently factor the
foregoing into pricing, such that the foregoing does not add
value to the weighting. In exemplary embodiments, size mea-
sures may relatively add value because over- or under-valu-
ation of a country’s debt may be more-or-less independent of
such measures. In some cases if a given measure may skew to
a limited diversification, a proportional weighting factor may
be used to avoid undue risk. In certain exemplary embodi-
ments, the foregoing may apply to the description hereof with
respect to other financial objects.

Once an index is created by selecting and/or weighting
currency and/or currency related instruments in proportion to
weighting factors, then a portfolio of currency and/or related
instruments may be purchased as selected by the index in
proportion to the weightings as indicated by the index. In such
exemplary embodiments, the currency portfolio system may
form part of a diversified portfolio of portfolios to help take
advantage of positive currency market impacts.

Exemplary Embodiments of Commodities

In one or more exemplary embodiments, the index may be
a commodities index.

Commodities may be raw materials such as, e.g., but not
limited to, wheat, corn sugar, soybeans, soybean oil, oats,
rough rice, cocoa, coffee, cotton, lean hogs, pork bellies, live
cattle, feeder cattle, WTI crude oil, light sweet crude oil, brent
crude, natural gas, heating oil, gasoline, Gulf Coast gasoline,
propane, uranium, iron, gold, platinum, palladium, silver,
copper, lead, zinc, tin, aluminum, aluminum alloy, nickel,
recycled steel, ethanol, rubber, palm oil, wool, coal, and/or
polypropylene coal etc. Industries may use commodities,
e.g., but not limited to, in the production of goods. For
example, cereal makers may use wheat in the production of,
e.g., but not limited to, cereal, and gasoline companies may
use light sweet crude oil in the production of, e.g., but not
limited to, automotive gasoline. Treasury bills may also be
considered to be related to commodities. Although treasury
bills are a fixed income instrument, in the context of invest-
ment in commodity treasury bills may be collateral for the
derivative investment.

One may invest in commodities through the purchase of
quantities of the commodities themselves, or through the
purchase of derivative instruments, or other financial objects
related to the commodities, such as, e.g., but not limited to,
commodities futures, commodities options such as, e.g., but
not limited to, commodities puts and/or commodity calls,
and/or commodity forwards. Further, investments may be
made in the producer of a commodity, such as, e.g., but not
limited to, mining companies with respect to a mined product
commodity.

The following is an exemplary summary of a construction
method for creating an exemplary commodities index,
including selecting commodities (including commodities,
such as, e.g., but not limited to, oil, corn, and/or gold, etc. and
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related derivative instruments, such as, e.g., but not limited to,
commodities futures), and from a universe of commodities
using a selective metric related to the companies and/or
industries responsible for the production and/or consumption
of the commodity, and/or weighting the commodity accord-
ing to at least one objective metric related to the size of the
companies and/or industries (including, e.g., but not limited
to, industry metrics as noted in Table 2) responsible for the
production and/or consumption of the commodity. In an
exemplary embodiment the constituents may be selected and/
or weighted in relative proportion to, e.g., but not limited to,
sales and/or dividends, if any, associated with companies
and/or industries responsible for the production and/or con-
sumption of the commodity. According to another exemplary
embodiment, other accounting data metrics may be used,
however in no case will a metric be used which is materially
influenced by share price, such as, e.g., but not limited to, the
measure of the market value of the total amount of commodi-
ties produced and/or traded; the measure of total value of the
related financial instruments traded; and/or the market capi-
talization of the companies and/or industries responsible for
the production and/or consumption of the commodities.

In an exemplary embodiment, the metric used for selection
and/or weighting for each group of companies and/or indus-
tries responsible for the production and/or consumption of a
commodity may be based on a composite company account-
ing data measure created from, e.g., but not limited to, a
weighting, such as, e.g., but not limited to, equal weighting,
of one or a plurality of data metrics. In one such exemplary
embodiment, the metrics may be any one, or more of in
combination, (i) normalized, (ii) for a 5-year span, and/or (iii)
an average value. Exemplary factors, measures, parameters,
metrics and/or characteristics, may include, e.g., but not lim-
ited to, factors based at least partially on any one or more of:
sales, book value, cash-flow, dividends if any, total assets,
revenue, number of employees, profit margins, and/or collat-
eral, etc.

Further, in an exemplary embodiment, the metric used for
selection and/or weighting for each commodity may be a
combination of the foregoing the metric for selection or
weighting for each group of companies or industries respon-
sible for the production and/or consumption of a commodity,
and an index weight based on the total per unit cost of pro-
duction of a commodity, commodity reserves value, term
structure of a future and/or commodity, momentum in price,
any seasonal factors that may affect the valuation of the
commodity, such as, for example, but not limited to, effect on
oil usage and/or crop yields, and/or interest rate, etc.

In an exemplary embodiment, data acquisition may be time
consuming. Here, according to an exemplary embodiment, a
comprehensive database may be assembled, compiled, and/or
built, i.e. constructed, of companies and/or industries respon-
sible for the production and/or consumption of commodities,
and the data may be linked to an existing database of metrics,
such as, e.g., but not limited to, accounting data which may
include non-market capitalization and non-price related
accounting data indicative of relative company size, with all
the normal complications of ticker and Committee on Uni-
form Security Identification Procedures (cuisp) differences.
In alternative exemplary embodiments, expansion of the data
through 2006, or other time period, and beyond may be per-
formed.

In exemplary embodiments, the commodities universe
may include, e.g., but not limited to, all issues within a par-
ticular commodities space. An exemplary commodities space
according to one exemplary embodiment may include, e.g.,
but not limited to, the Merrill Lynch Global Commodities
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space. According to one exemplary embodiment, one may
begin with a universe of, e.g., but not limited to, all commodi-
ties and/or related derivative instruments. Then, a selection of
commodities and/or related derivative instruments may be
made using at least one accounting data metric associated
with the companies and/or industries responsible for the pro-
duction and/or consumption of the commodity, wherein the
metric is not materially influenced by share price.

In an exemplary embodiment, the index may be reconsti-
tuted, and/or rebalanced on a periodic and/or an aperiodic
basis such as, e.g., but not limited to, every, e.g., but not
limited to, month, etc., as futures expire and may fall out of
the index.

Exemplary Embodiments of Real Estate Investment Trust
(REIT) Indexes

According to an exemplary embodiment of the invention,
an exemplary financial object may include, e.g., but not lim-
ited to, a Real Estate Investment Trust (REIT), and/or a Real
Estate Holding and Development Company (including, e.g.,
but not limited to, Real Estate Operating Companies
(REOCQ)). An accounting data based index (ADBI) may be
provided, according to one exemplary embodiment, includ-
ing one or more Real Estate Investment Trusts (REITs), in
which the REITs may be selected based on one or more
objective metrics and/or measures. In accordance with an
exemplary embodiment, REITs may include, e.g., but not
limited to, a special tax designation for a corporation that may
invest, own, and/or manage real estate. As used herein, REITs
may be publicly traded and may be listed on national stock
exchanges, including, e.g., but not limited to, the New York
Stock Exchange (NYSE), National Association of Securities
Dealers Automated Quotations system (NASDAQ), and/or
American Stock Exchange (AMEX), (and comparable instru-
ments, to the extent available, on foreign exchanges), etc. A
REIT may be publicly traded, or may also be privately held.
The Real Estate Holding & Development subsector may
include, e.g., but not limited to, companies that may invest
directly, and/or indirectly in real estate through development,
management and/or ownership, including, e.g., but not lim-
ited to, property agencies. A Real Estate Operating Company
(REOC) is similar to a real estate investment trust (REIT),
except that an REOC may reinvest its earnings into the busi-
ness, rather than distributing them to unit holders as REITs
do. Also, REOCs may be more flexible than REITs in terms of
what types of real estate investments they may be able to
make.

In accordance with one or more exemplary embodiments,
ownership of REIT instruments may be similar to ownership
in any other instrument, but in order to qualify for the tax
benefits of a REIT, a real-estate company may be required,
according to an exemplary embodiment, to distribute a per-
centage of the income of the REIT, for example, 90%, to its
investors, which may be in form of dividends, for example.
The REIT status may allow the entity to avoid income tax
altogether, or may receive a reduction in taxes, as a result.

In accordance with various exemplary embodiments, a
REIT may include, e.g., but not limited to, an equity REIT
and/or a mortgage REIT. An equity REIT, e.g., may own and
operate real estate such as, e.g., but not limited to, apartment
buildings, regional malls, office buildings, and/or lodging
facilities, etc. A mortgage REIT, in an exemplary embodi-
ment, may issue loans secured by real estate, though mort-
gage REITs usually do not own or operate real estate. As used
herein, the REIT may be a hybrid REIT, which may be
involved in both real estate operations as well as mortgage
transactions, in one exemplary embodiment.
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According to an exemplary embodiment of the invention,
an index such as, e.g., but not limited to, RAFI® REIT avail-
able from Research Affiliates, LL.C of Pasadena, Calif. USA,
may be constructed by selecting and/or weighting REITs
using one or more objective metrics that, in an exemplary
embodiment, may not be materially influenced by share price
of the REIT company itself. In one exemplary embodiment,
an ADBI composite index may include REITs exclusively,
and/or a combination of REITs and other financial objects.

In an exemplary embodiment of the invention, a REIT
index may be constructed by selecting and/or weighting
REITs based one or more accounting data based metrics
and/or measures including, e.g., but not limited to, total
assets, adjusted funds from operations (AFFO), revenues,
and/or distributions, where distributions may include, e.g.,
but may not be limited to, dividends.

In an exemplary embodiment, the total assets for aREIT, as
with any other type of entity, may include, for example, but
may not be limited to, the gross assets (e.g., real estate assets)
minus the accumulated depreciation in real estate value and/
or amortization, as may be required by accounting principles
such as the generally accepted accounting principles
(GAAP). However, in an exemplary embodiment, funds from
operations (FFO) may include, for example, but may not be
limited to, the net income (e.g., revenue minus expenses) plus
depreciation and/or amortization. Thus, the AFFO, in an
exemplary embodiment, may represent the cash performance
of the REIT, which, in an exemplary embodiment, may be a
better indicator of the company’s performance than earnings,
which may include, e.g., but not limited to, non-cash items. In
an exemplary embodiment, the AFFO may be subject to vary-
ing methods of computation, and may be generally equal to
the AFFO of the REIT, with adjustments made for recurring
capital expenditures used to maintain the quality of the under-
lying assets of the REIT, which may include, e.g., but may not
be limited to, adjustments to straight-line depreciation of,
e.g., but not limited to, rent, leasing costs and/or other mate-
rial factors.

In an exemplary embodiment, one or more financial object
metric selection and/or weighting metrics may be determined
for each REIT for a predetermined period of time, which may
be, e.g., but not be limited to, five years, etc. For example,
each of one or more of the metrics, and/or any combination
thereof, including the revenues of a REIT, AFFO, the total
assets, and/or the total dividend distribution, may be averaged
for the prior predetermined (e.g., but not limited to, five (5))
years, etc.

In an exemplary embodiment, an overall weight may be
calculated for each REIT in the index by, for example, but not
limited to, equally and/or otherwise weighting each selection
and/or weighting metric. Alternatively, each selection and/or
weighting metric may be given a different weight. In an
exemplary embodiment, once weights have been determined
for each REIT based on the selection and/or weighting met-
rics, the REITs may then be sorted in, e.g., but not limited to,
descending order of the composite selection and/or weighting
metrics and may be assigned weights equal to their previously
determined weights, as previously described in greater detail.
Exemplary Modeled Economy Embodiment

In this exemplary embodiment, a continuous time one fac-
tor economy is modeled where stock prices are noisy proxies
of informationally efficient stock values. The pricing error
process is modeled as a mean-reverting process, which pro-
vides a well-defined notion of over-pricing (positive pricing
error) and under-pricing (negative pricing error) in the mar-
ket. In this modeled economy embodiment, cap-weighting
may be a sub-optimal portfolio strategy. This is because, in a
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cap-weighting scheme, portfolio weights are driven by mar-
ket prices. Accordingly, more weights may be allocated to
overvalued stocks and less weight to undervalued stocks. It is
also shown that the capital asset pricing model (CAPM) may
be rejected in this one factor economy with noise. Addition-
ally, a value tilted or size tilted portfolio may be predicted to
outperform (risk-adjusted). By construction, value and size
may not be risk factors in this one factor economy embodi-
ment. However, in the cross-section, large cap stocks and high
price-to-book stocks (growth stocks) may tend to underper-
form. This is because higher capitalization stocks and higher
price-to-books stocks may be more likely to be stocks with
positive pricing errors. Prices may be explicitly inefficient in
this economy embodiment. However, the inefficiency may
not lead to arbitrage opportunities. Mean-reversion in stock
returns and the Fama-French size and value effects may be
driven by the same market defect-pricing noise. This may
suggest that models, such as disposition effect and informa-
tion herding, which can generate stock price over-reaction
and therefore mean-reversion in stock prices, can also explain
the value and size question.

In an embodiment, Fama-French value and size factors can
be explained quite simply if informational inefficiency in
stock prices may be assumed. A simple one factor economy
with price noise, where pricing errors are mean-reverting, can
generate the Fama-French return anomalies as well as mean-
reversion in stock returns. Given the strong support in the
empirical and the behavioral literature that point to excess
price volatility (price overshooting) and contrarian profits,
the explanation of the Fama-French size and value anomalies
may be considered more authentic than explanations based on
rational models with hidden risk factors. In one or more
embodiments, the model is able to simultaneously explain
stock price mean-reversion and the size and value effects and
is able to offer reasonable explanation for the empirical find-
ings from existing literature regarding CAPM, including: (i)
the value and size factors may arise empirically (even in a one
factor economy) if the market portfolio is a poor proxy for the
one hidden risk factor; (ii) the value and size question and the
stock price mean-reversion may be anomalies driven by the
same market imperfection and may arise quite naturally when
stock prices are noisy; and/or (iii) behavioral and rational
models which may generate stock price overreactions result-
ing in contrarian strategy profits, may also explain the value
and size effect. The aforementioned one factor modeled
economy embodiment is described with greater specificity
below.

In this embodiment, the risk premium for a stock may
depend singularly on its exposure to one unobserved source
of aggregate risk (F). Furthermore, it may be assumed that the
mark-to-market prices, P, (market prices), deviate from the
informationally efficient stock values, V,. For example,
P=V +e—that is, market prices are noisy proxies for the
informationally efficient values, which are assumed unob-
servable. In addition, idiosyncratic pricing errors (e,) may be
assumed to mean-revert to zero at the speed p. Consequently,
a stock, with a market price greater than its efficient value,
may be over-valued and deliver less than its risk-adjusted fair
return and vice versa as e, mean-reverts. Since e, may be mean
zero, on the average, this price inefficiency may have no
impact on expected stock returns. Additionally, since e, may
be idiosyncratic, a broad based portfolio equally weighted
would have almost no aggregate mispricing relative to the
efficient valuation. By assumption, in an embodiment the
market may not be informationally efficient, so alpha strate-
gies exist; though there may be no arbitrage opportunities. In
an embodiment, it may therefore, be tacitly assumed that
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investors are not aware of the alpha opportunity (or do not
take advantage of it sufficiently) and thus allow such oppor-
tunity to persist. Both the pricing error process and the effi-
cient stock value process may be given exogenously. It may
be assumed that the exemplary economy has one aggregate
source of risk and a finite number of securities. However,
many of the key results may not depend on the pricing model
nor the one fact assumption. The true stock value may not be
unobservable. The dynamics may be described by

av; (9]
=pdt+ BiopdWre + 0 dWy;,

Vi

where, (1) 1, is the drift term and is the instantaneous return
for the true value process and is described by

W=TA B, ()]

where r,is the instantaneous risk free rate and A is the risk
premium for holding one unit of the factor risk exposure.
It may be noted that the risk premium formula may be
assumed. If the true stock price were observable and
tradable, then the above equation (2) may arise naturally
in equilibrium in the limit following the APT argument.
The latter explicit relationship between factor exposure
and expected returns may not be needed to drive most of
the provided results. However, this relationship between
factor loading and return may be considered intuitively
appealing and may be necessary for analyzing the cross-
section return variance and time series analysis in a
CAPM context.

(2) B, is stock i’s factor loading.

(3) dW is an increment to a standard Wiener process and
represents the common factor to all stocks.

(4) dW_, is an increment to a standard Wiener process and
represent idiosyncratic shocks to the true stock value. Addi-
tionally, it may be assumed that E[dW.,,dW.,]=0 for i=j and
E[dW,,,dW ;]=0.

It may be noted that in an embodiment, there is only one
risk factor in the exemplary modeled economy and risk pre-
mium may only be earned from holding exposure to this one
factor risk.

It may further be assumed that the observed market price
may be a noisy proxy for the true stock value. The market
price may be defined by

P=V,U,
where U, is defined by

3

U~=1+U, )

where U, is a mean-reverting process defined by
dU=(1+U)(-pUdt+op,dWyy), )]
where 0=p,<1 and dWy;, is an increment to a standard
Wiener process. It may be noted that when U,>0, the
market price may be overvalued relative to the fair price.
Additionally, it may be assumed that E[dW,dW;,]=0
for i=j, E[dW¢,dW_]=0 for all i and j, and B[dWy,
dW ]=0.
The market price dynamics can then be written as

dP=VdU+UAV.,. (6)

Substituting, the following may be obtained

dP, =V U (-pU dt+00,dW g 4 U,V (dt+p,0-d Wi+

Oy dW,,). @]
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Rearranging, the mark-to-market return process is given by

dp;

(3)
dr; P_‘

= (i — p0)dt+ BiordWp + 0pd Wy,

where

0, AW, =05, dWy+0,,dW,;, ©)]

and where

Ao Zog 2
O, =YOy; +0,; -

It may be noted from equation (8), that the mean-reverting
pricing error process does not have an impact on the equity
premium, though the cumulative return does suffer from the
increased volatility. From equation (8), the mark-to-market
return process may be mean-reverting, suggesting that
observed stock returns are negatively autocorrelated. While
empirical evidences may support negative autocorrelation,
the literature may also conclude that the magnitude may be
too small or the effect too unreliable to be profitably exploited
given the volatility in stock returns. However, in an embodi-
ment, it may be conceded that the mean-reversion in returns
can be an uncomfortable prediction, especially in a partial
equilibrium model. The 1986 teaching of Summers may be
used to argue that standard statistical tests cannot reject the
random walk hypothesis even when the true process is
strongly mean-reverting; as such investors may not take large
positions to trade on any perceived mean-reversion in stock
returns.

The return on a portfolio Q defined by a vector of weights
{w,, 0, . .. 0} can be written as

10)

N (1D
drg = Z widr; = (g — pUp)dt+ BaordF + 00d Wi,
i=1

where

N (12)
Hao = Z Wt =15 + Bad,
in1
~ N ~ (13)
pUn = Z w;piU;,
=)

N (14)
Pa= Z w;i i,
=1

N (15)
oadWq = Z ;o dW,,
ol

where

(16)

and where in the limiting case 0odW5—0 and N—sco.

To derive additional portfolio implications it may be
needed to make explicit the portfolio weighting scheme. In
the following two sections, the portfolio return dynamics for
a cap-weighted portfolio and a non-cap-weighted portfolio
are considered.

For simplicity and without loss of generality, it may be
assumed each company issues only 1 share of stock (therefore
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market price and market cap are the same). The cap-weighted
portfolio may be the defined by the following vector of
weights

P P PN} an

CW={—,—,... —
{Pz’Pz’ Ps
where

N (18)

The return on the cap-weighted portfolio may then be
drep=(iem—pUcm)dt+perordF+ocpdW o, 19

where

N op (20)
Hew = Z gﬂi =15 + BewA,
=)
N N 2
3 P . v, 3
olew =) 5pli= ), p, L+ G0,
=1 =1
N (22)
b;
Bew =) 5B
2%
P; (23)

N
oewdWew = Z go—ridwria
=)

and where 0., dW ;0 as N—c0.
Rewriting the drift term for the portfolio dynamics in (19),
the following may be obtained

@4

is strictly negative except when p,=0 for all i (when pricing
errors are not mean-reverting but random walks). The latter
may be used to assert that cap-weighting leads to a drag in
portfolio expected return.

While there may be only a finite number of stocks (this is
both realistic and necessary to prevent arbitrage in our
economy), the exposition may be more clear when the limit-
ing case expression is examined. Though not necessary for
the results provided here, the latter format may be used
throughout the explanation hereof for improvement of intu-
ition.

In the limiting case,

Vi 0
T 5 S
Pzpl i cW

\

N
Pzp;ﬁ‘-ao asNaooand;

1=

E
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Note d.5-1s monotone increasing in the average variance of
the pricing noise in the stock cross-section. Equation (19)
then reduces to

drep=(Lew—dcm)dt+BpopdE. (25)
And the holding period return is
Et[rmT]:Etef/*fdrcwzewﬂﬁcwx—acw—o.s6cw2cF2>T_ (26)

Equation (25) may suggest that in a well diversified port-
folio constructed from cap-weighting, the portfolio expected
return may be the cap-weighted expected returns of the con-
stituent stocks less a drag term 8.~ This return drag may
occur because portfolio weights are positively correlated with
prices. Stocks that are overvalued may receive added weights
in the portfolio and stocks that are undervalued may receive
lesser weights. The greater the mispricing in the market, the
more severe may be this problem and the larger the resulting
drag (8,4) to the cap-weighted portfolio.

Portfolio weights which do not depend on market capitali-
zations (or market prices) may be considered. The weights
could be as arbitrary as random weights or as simple as equal
weights.

The vector of weights may be denoted as

NC={w, Wo, ... Wy}, 27
The return on the non-cap-weighted portfolio may then be
drye=(vePUnc)dt+ rcordF+oncdWi, (]
where
N 29
Hne = Z Wit =15 + BycA,
i=1
~ N ~ 30)
PUnC = Z wipiUi,
i=1
N (BD
Bne = Z wipi,
i=1
N (32)
oncdWye = Z w0 dW,;.
i=1
The non-cap-weighted portfolio drift term may be
(33)

N
HNC — Z Wipﬁi-
i=1

Comparing equation (33) to (24), it may be found that a
non-cap-weighted portfolio does not suffer a drag in expected
return.

In the limit, 0 dW 0 and pU,,—0 as N—sc0. Equation
(28) may then reduce to

. 37
L(ﬂcw —PUCW))dH' G7

dr; = (ﬂi -0 - ﬁciw

iU'dewcw + 0 dW,,.

P eew -
Bew Bew

Additionally, a new process may be defined, the excess
market return process

dRy~dreprdt, (38)
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and a new variable

_ B
Yi

= Zow
Substituting into (37), the following is obtained

dr=(u-p U~V (Mem1, s pUcm)dt+y,dRa~v,0cpd-

Wepto, AW, ;. (39

Recalling equation (2), where w=r+f,Ax, equation (39)
can be rewritten as

dr=(r-pU+1:pUcm)dt+ 1 dR 1,0 crpd W gt 0, 10-

rit

(40)

In the limiting case as N—»oo, the following may be
obtained

dry=(r~ pi0i+Yi6CW)di+YidRZ\/I+ 0, AW, ;. (41)

It may be noted that the average stock may be expected to
show an “alpha” equal to y,0.;- when its excess stock
return is regressed against the excess market return.

For a non-cap-weighted portfolio, equation (28) can be

expressed as

drye=(1, /_GNC'H{NCPGCW) dt+yncdRa~YncOcmd-

WeptoncdWye. (42)
dryc=ppdt+pycodE. (34

And the holding period return may be
E [, . f]=F e arNC_otr+BNCA-BNCoFT, (35)

Comparing the expected cumulative holding period return
for a cap-weighted portfolio and a non-cap-weighted portfo-
lio of the same factor exposure or same f§ (the limiting case
shown in (26) and (35)), it may be found that the non-cap-
weighted portfolio has a higher return. In fact, in the limit,
there is arbitrage as indicated by (34) and (25). Therefore, in
an embodiment it may be considered important that in the
economy, N is sufficiently different from infinity and/or that
the factor loading [ cannot be measured with perfect preci-
sion.

In the following embodiment, return dynamics for stocks
and portfolios are expressed relative to the observed cap-
weighted “market” portfolio instead of the unobserved factor
F. This shift in measure may lead naturally to the CAPM
regression formula and predict that in the stock cross-section,
the average stock will show a CAPM alpha.

Rewriting equation (19),

1 (ﬂcw - Pﬁcw) oew (36)
dF = —d - ———dt—- —dW
7r Bow " Bew Bew Y
For individual stocks, substituting into (8),
In the limiting case as N—co,
drNc:(rf"YNcécW)dt"'YchRM- (43)

A non-cap-weighted portfolio may be expected to show an
“alpha” in a CAPM regression.

In the following embodiment, it may be shown that, in this
economy, size and value exposure in a stock or portfolio can
beused to predict future returns. Specifically, small size expo-
sure and value exposure may lead to superior stock or port-
folio returns, adjusting for “market” beta. By assumption, we
may be in a one risk factor economy, and size and value may
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not be risk factors. The observed alpha in a CAPM regression
may be driven purely by the return drag in the cap-weighted
market portfolio.

Recalling from (40) that the individual stock return dynam-
ics can be written as

dr=(-pU+1:pUcmdt+ 1 dRy 1,0 crpd W gt 0,.0-
Wi (44)

Examining equation (44), it may be seen that a larger stock
would on average have a negative drift term in excess of the
risk free r, It may be straightforward to show that a larger
stock, denoted by p,>p, where p denote the capitalization of
the average company, will have a greater chance of receiving
a positive pricing error U in the last period and therefore be
more likely to underperform going forward as the positive
pricing error reverts to zero.

More formally, since U, is a mean zero random variable,
E[U,IP>P|>0 if the conditional probability Pr{U>0IP>
P}>Pr{U>0}.

Using Bayes rule of conditional probability:

. o Pe{P;>P|U; >0} P{T; > 0} “5)
P{U; >0|P; > P} = — .
Pr(P; > P}
Pr{P; > P|T; > 0}-Pr{T; > 0 N @7
Pr{U; > 0|Pi > P} = {P: > Pl >}, {C: > }>Pr{U;>0},
Pr(P; > P}

which completes the proof that E[U,|P,>P|>0. This in turn
may prove that size predicts next period return, E[f/*
Adr,IP, >P J<E[f**dr,].

Similarly, it may be shown that, under some fairly general
and reasonable assumptions on the book value process, a
growth stock (as defined by above average price-to-book ratio
or

P, P
2B

may be more likely to have received a positive pricing error
and therefore have a negative drift term in excess of the risk
free ry.

It may now be shown that

o A L P
‘E<§<

>0.

[e~] ]

E[ﬁ- ‘ i >
| B
Again, it is shown that

. P, P .
PdU; >0 F>§ > Pr{U; > 0}

i

to prove that

E|U P">13 >0
"B '
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First, Bayes rule gives:

P, P . “48)
Pr{— > = ‘U; >0} Pr{U; > 0}
. - p B
P{U,>0|P; > P} =
Pr. E > °
B B
The following would need to be shown:
It is clear that:
Pr{P>PIU>0}>Pr{P>T} (46)
Substituting (46) into (45):
49

ped B P olopd B D
E>§‘> >rE>§.

A sufficient condition for this inequality to hold may be
that the book value process B is not influenced by market
mispricing U, as strongly as the price process P,. More
specifically, as long as the process for P,/B, has a drift
term that is negative in U, the inequality may bear true.

Hence, in an embodiment, if the book values of companies

are not subjected to the effects of mispricings in stock prices,
then

E|U P">13
lE E

>0,

which indicates that price-to-book ratio can predict next
period return,

+A +A
E[f dr; f dr‘-].
t t

The inequality in equation (49) can be extended to include
more than just price-to-book [ration] ratios but also price-to-
dividend and price-to-earnings ratios. This further explains
the empirical observations that low yielding stocks and high
P/E stocks tend to underperform.

Since conditional expectation may be considered linearly
additive, based on the above, in another embodiment it may
be straight forwardly shown that any portfolio which has
smaller weighted average cap than the “market” portfolio
would have a positive excess drift and would show a positive
CAPM alpha in a time series regression. Similarly, any port-
folio which has a lower price-to-book ratio (lower P/E or
higher yield) than the “market” portfolio, would have a posi-
tive excess drift and show a positive CAPM alpha.
Exemplary Computer System Embodiments

FIG. 6 depicts an exemplary computer system that may be
used in implementing an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention. Specifically, FIG. 6 depicts an exemplary
embodiment of a computer system 600 that may be used in
computing devices such as, e.g., but not limited to, a client
and/or a server, etc., according to an exemplary embodiment
of'the present invention. FIG. 6 depicts an exemplary embodi-
ment of a computer system that may be used as client device
600, or a server device 600, etc. The present invention (or any
65 part(s) or function(s) thereof) may be implemented using
hardware, software, firmware, or a combination thereof and

Pi,r pr
s

<E
ﬁi,r Br
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may be implemented in one or more computer systems or
other processing systems. In fact, in one exemplary embodi-
ment, the invention may be directed toward one or more
computer systems capable of carrying out the functionality
described herein. An example of a computer system 600 may
be shown in FIG. 6, depicting an exemplary embodiment of a
block diagram of an exemplary computer system useful for
implementing the present invention. Specifically, FIG. 6
illustrates an example computer 600, which in an exemplary
embodiment may be, e.g., (but not limited to) a personal
computer (PC) system running an operating system such as,
e.g., (but not limited to) MICROSOFT® WINDOWS®
NT/98/2000/XP/CE/ME/VISTA, etc. available from
MICROSOFT® Corporation of Redmond, Wash., U.S.A.
However, the invention may not be limited to these platforms.
Instead, the invention may be implemented on any appropri-
ate computer system running any appropriate operating sys-
tem. In one exemplary embodiment, the present invention
may be implemented on a computer system operating as
discussed herein. An exemplary computer system, computer
600 may be shown in FIG. 6. Other components of the inven-
tion, such as, e.g., (but not limited to) a computing device, a
communications device, mobile phone, a telephony device, a
telephone, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a personal com-
puter (PC), a handheld PC, an interactive television (iTV), a
digital video recorder (DVD), client workstations, thin cli-
ents, thick clients, proxy servers, network communication
servers, remote access devices, client computers, server com-
puters, routers, web servers, data, media, audio, video, tele-
phony or streaming technology servers, etc., may also be
implemented using a computer such as that shown in FIG. 6.
Services may be provided on demand using, e.g., but not
limited to, an interactive television (iTV), a video on demand
system (VOD), and via a digital video recorder (DVR), or
other on demand viewing system.

The computer system 600 may include one or more pro-
cessors, such as, e.g., but not limited to, processor(s) 604. The
processor(s) 604 may be connected to a communication infra-
structure 606 (e.g., but not limited to, a communications bus,
cross-over bar, or network, etc.). Various exemplary software
embodiments may be described in terms of this exemplary
computer system. After reading this description, it may
become apparent to a person skilled in the relevant art(s) how
to implement the invention using other computer systems
and/or architectures.

Computer system 600 may include a display interface 602
that may forward, e.g., but not limited to, graphics, text, and
other data, etc., from the communication infrastructure 606
(or from a frame buffer, etc., not shown) for display on the
display unit 630.

The computer system 600 may also include, e.g., but may
not be limited to, a main memory 608, random access
memory (RAM), and a secondary memory 610, etc. The
secondary memory 610 may include, for example, (but not
limited to) a hard disk drive 612 and/or a removable storage
drive 614, representing a floppy diskette drive, a magnetic
tape drive, an optical disk drive, a compact disk drive CD-
ROM, etc. The removable storage drive 614 may, e.g., but not
limited to, read from and/or write to a removable storage unit
618 in a well known manner. Removable storage unit 618,
also called a program storage device or a computer program
product, may represent, e.g., but not limited to, a floppy disk,
magnetic tape, optical disk, compact disk, etc. which may be
read from and written to by removable storage drive 614. As
may be appreciated, the removable storage unit 618 may
include a computer usable storage medium having stored
therein computer software and/or data. In some embodi-
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ments, a “machine-accessible medium” may refer to any stor-
age device used for storing data accessible by a computer.
Examples of amachine-accessible medium may include, e.g.,
but not limited to: a magnetic hard disk; a floppy disk; an
optical disk, like a compact disk read-only memory (CD-
ROM) or a digital versatile disk (DVD); a magnetic tape;
and/or a memory chip, etc.

In alternative exemplary embodiments, secondary memory
610 may include other similar devices for allowing computer
programs or other instructions to be loaded into computer
system 600. Such devices may include, for example, a remov-
able storage unit 622 and an interface 620. Examples of such
may include a program cartridge and cartridge interface (such
as, e.g., but not limited to, those found in video game devices),
aremovable memory chip (such as, e.g., but not limited to, an
erasable programmable read only memory (EPROM), or pro-
grammable read only memory (PROM) and associated
socket, and other removable storage units 622 and interfaces
620, which may allow software and data to be transferred
from the removable storage unit 622 to computer system 600.

Computer 600 may also include an input device 616 such
as, e.g., (but not limited to) a mouse or other pointing device
such as a digitizer, and a keyboard or other data entry device
(not shown).

Computer 600 may also include output devices, such as,
e.g., (but not limited to) display 630, and display interface
602. Computer 600 may include input/output (I/O) devices
such as, e.g., (but not limited to) communications interface
624, cable 628 and communications path 626, etc. These
devices may include, e.g., but not limited to, a network inter-
face card, and modems (neither are labeled). Communica-
tions interface 624 may allow software and data to be trans-
ferred between computer system 600 and external devices.

In this document, the terms “computer program medium”
and “computer readable medium” may be used to generally
refer to media such as, e.g., but not limited to removable
storage drive 614, a hard disk installed in hard disk drive 612,
and signals 628, etc. These computer program products may
provide software to computer system 600. The invention may
be directed to such computer program products.

References to “one embodiment,” “an embodiment,”
“example embodiment,” “various embodiments,” etc., may
indicate that the embodiment(s) of the invention so described
may include a particular feature, structure, or characteristic,
but not every embodiment necessarily includes the particular
feature, structure, or characteristic. Further, repeated use of
the phrase “in one embodiment,” or “in an exemplary embodi-
ment,” do not necessarily refer to the same embodiment,
although they may.

In the following description and claims, the terms
“coupled” and “connected,” along with their derivatives, may
be used. It should be understood that these terms may be not
intended as synonyms for each other. Rather, in particular
embodiments, “connected” may be used to indicate that two
or more elements are in direct physical or electrical contact
with each other. “Coupled” may mean that two or more ele-
ments are in direct physical or electrical contact. However,
“coupled” may also mean that two or more elements are notin
direct contact with each other, but yet still co-operate or
interact with each other.

An algorithm may be here, and generally, considered to be
a self-consistent sequence of acts or operations leading to a
desired result. These include physical manipulations of
physical quantities. Usually, though not necessarily, these
quantities take the form of electrical or magnetic signals
capable of being stored, transferred, combined, compared,
and otherwise manipulated. It has proven convenient at times,
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principally for reasons of common usage, to refer to these
signals as bits, values, elements, symbols, characters, terms,
numbers or the like. It should be understood, however, that all
of'these and similar terms are to be associated with the appro-
priate physical quantities and are merely convenient labels
applied to these quantities.

Unless specifically stated otherwise, as apparent from the
following discussions, it may be appreciated that throughout
the specification discussions utilizing terms such as “process-
ing,” “computing,” “calculating,” “determining,” or the like,
refer to the action and/or processes of a computer or comput-
ing system, or similar electronic computing device, that
manipulate and/or transform data represented as physical,
such as electronic, quantities within the computing system’s
registers and/or memories into other data similarly repre-
sented as physical quantities within the computing system’s
memories, registers or other such information storage, trans-
mission or display devices.

In a similar manner, the term “processor” may refer to any
device or portion of a device that processes electronic data
from registers and/or memory to transform that electronic
data into other electronic data that may be stored in registers
and/or memory. A “computing platform” may comprise one
Of More Processors.

Embodiments of the present invention may include appa-
ratuses for performing the operations herein. An apparatus
may be specially constructed for the desired purposes, or it
may comprise a general purpose device selectively activated
or reconfigured by a program stored in the device.

In yet another exemplary embodiment, the invention may
be implemented using a combination of any of, e.g., but not
limited to, hardware, firmware and software, etc.

In one or more embodiments, the present embodiments are
embodied in machine-executable instructions. The instruc-
tions can be used to cause a processing device, for example a
general-purpose or special-purpose processor, which is pro-
grammed with the instructions, to perform the steps of the
present invention. Alternatively, the steps of the present
invention can be performed by specific hardware components
that contain hardwired logic for performing the steps, or by
any combination of programmed computer components and
custom hardware components. For example, the present
invention can be provided as a computer program product, as
outlined above. In this environment, the embodiments can
include a machine-readable medium having instructions
stored on it. The instructions can be used to program any
processor or processors (or other electronic devices) to per-
form a process or method according to the present exemplary
embodiments. In addition, the present invention can also be
downloaded and stored on a computer program product.
Here, the program can be transferred from a remote computer
(e.g., a server) to a requesting computer (e.g., a client) by way
of data signals embodied in a carrier wave or other propaga-
tion medium via a communication link (e.g., a modem or
network connection) and ultimately such signals may be
stored on the computer systems for subsequent execution).
Exemplary Communications Embodiments

In one or more embodiments, the present embodiments are
practiced in the environment of a computer network or net-
works. The network can include a private network, or a public
network (for example the Internet, as described below), or a
combination of both. The network includes hardware, soft-
ware, or a combination of both.

From a telecommunications-oriented view, the network
can be described as a set of hardware nodes interconnected by
a communications facility, with one or more processes (hard-
ware, software, or a combination thereof) functioning at each
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such node. The processes can inter-communicate and
exchange information with one another via communication
pathways between them called interprocess communication
pathways.

On these pathways, appropriate communications protocols
are used. The distinction between hardware and software may
not be easily defined, with the same or similar functions
capable of being preformed with use of either, or alternatives.

An exemplary computer and/or telecommunications net-
work environment in accordance with the present embodi-
ments may include node, which include may hardware, soft-
ware, or a combination of hardware and software. The nodes
may be interconnected via a communications network. Each
node may include one or more processes, executable by pro-
cessors incorporated into the nodes. A single process may be
run by multiple processors, or multiple processes may be run
by a single processor, for example. Additionally, each of the
nodes may provide an interface point between network and
the outside world, and may incorporate a collection of sub-
networks.

As used herein, “software” processes may include, for
example, software and/or hardware entities that perform
work over time, such as tasks, threads, and intelligent agents.
Also, each process may refer to multiple processes, for car-
rying out instructions in sequence or in parallel, continuously
or intermittently.

In an exemplary embodiment, the processes may commu-
nicate with one another through interprocess communication
pathways (not labeled) supporting communication through
any communications protocol. The pathways may function in
sequence or in parallel, continuously or intermittently. The
pathways can use any of the communications standards, pro-
tocols or technologies, described herein with respect to a
communications network, in addition to standard parallel
instruction sets used by many computers.

The nodes may include any entities capable of performing
processing functions. Examples of such nodes that can be
used with the embodiments include computers (such as per-
sonal computers, workstations, servers, or mainframes),
handheld wireless devices and wireline devices (such as per-
sonal digital assistants (PDAs), modem cell phones with pro-
cessing capability, wireless e-mail devices including Black-
Berry™ devices), document processing devices (such as
scanners, printers, facsimile machines, or multifunction
document machines), or complex entities (such as local-area
networks or wide area networks) to which are connected a
collection of processors, as described. For example, in the
context of the present invention, a node itself can be a wide-
area network (WAN), a local-area network (LAN), a private
network (such as a Virtual Private Network (VPN)), or col-
lection of networks.

Communications between the nodes may be made possible
by a communications network. A node may be connected
either continuously or intermittently with communications
network. As an example, in the context of the present inven-
tion, a communications network can be a digital communi-
cations infrastructure providing adequate bandwidth and
information security.

The communications network can include wireline com-
munications capability, wireless communications capability,
oracombination of both, at any frequencies, using any type of
standard, protocol or technology. In addition, in the present
embodiments, the communications network can be a private
network (for example, a VPN) or a public network (for
example, the Internet).

A non-inclusive list of exemplary wireless protocols and
technologies used by a communications network may include
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BlueTooth™, general packet radio service (GPRS), cellular
digital packet data (CDPD), mobile solutions platform
(MSP), multimedia messaging (MMS), wireless application
protocol (WAP), code division multiple access (CDMA),
short message service (SMS), wireless markup language
(WML), handheld device markup language (HDML), binary
runtime environment for wireless (BREW), radio access net-
work (RAN), and packet switched core networks (PS-CN).
Also included are various generation wireless technologies.
An exemplary non-inclusive list of primarily wireline proto-
cols and technologies used by a communications network
includes asynchronous transfer mode (ATM), enhanced inte-
rior gateway routing protocol (EIGRP), frame relay (FR),
high-level data link control (HDLC), Internet control mes-
sage protocol (ICMP), interior gateway routing protocol
(IGRP), internetwork packet exchange (IPX), ISDN, point-
to-point protocol (PPP), transmission control protocol/inter-
net protocol (TCP/IP), routing information protocol (RIP)
and user datagram protocol (UDP). As skilled persons will
recognize, any other known or anticipated wireless or wire-
line protocols and technologies can be used.

The embodiments may be employed across different gen-
erations of wireless devices. This includes 1G-5G according
to present paradigms. 1G refers to the first generation wide
area wireless (WWAN) communications systems, dated in
the 1970s and 1980s. These devices are analog, designed for
voice transfer and circuit-switched, and include AMPS, NMT
and TACS. 2G refers to second generation communications,
dated in the 1990s, characterized as digital, capable of voice
and data transfer, and include HSCSD, GSM, CDMA
1S-95-A and D-AMPS (TDMA/IS-136). 2.5G refers to the
generation of communications between 2G and 3 G. 3G refers
to third generation communications systems recently coming
into existence, characterized, for example, by data rates of
144 Kbps to over 2 Mbps (high speed), being packet-
switched, and permitting multimedia content, including
GPRS, 1xRTT, EDGE, HDR, W-CDMA. 4G refers to fourth
generation and provides an end-to-end IP solution where
voice, data and streamed multimedia can be served to users on
an “anytime, anywhere” basis at higher data rates than previ-
ous generations, and will likely include a fully IP-based and
integration of systems and network of networks achieved
after convergence of wired and wireless networks, including
computer, consumer electronics and communications, for
providing 100 Mbit/s and 1 Gbit/s communications, with
end-to-end quality of service and high security, including
providing services anytime, anywhere, at affordable cost and
one billing. 5G refers to fifth generation and provides a com-
plete version to enable the true World Wide Wireless Web
(WWWW), ie., either Semantic Web or Web 3.0, for
example. Advanced technologies may include intelligent
antenna, radio frequency agileness and flexible modulation
are required to optimize ad-hoc wireless networks.

As noted, each node 102-108 includes one or more pro-
cesses 112, 114, executable by processors 110 incorporated
into the nodes. In a number of embodiments, the set of pro-
cesses 112, 114, separately or individually, can represent
entities in the real world, defined by the purpose for which the
invention is used.

Furthermore, the processes and processors need not be
located at the same physical locations. In other words, each
processor can be executed at one or more geographically
distant processor, over for example, a LAN or WAN connec-
tion. A great range of possibilities for practicing the embodi-
ments may be employed, using different networking hard-
ware and software configurations from the ones above
mentioned.
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FIG. 7 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a chart 700
graphing cumulative returns by date for exemplary high yield
debt instrument metrics according to an exemplary embodi-
ment. FIG. 8 depicts block diagram 800 of an exemplary
system according to an exemplary embodiment. The system
may include an entity database 802 that, according to an
exemplary embodiment, may store aggregated accounting
based data and/or other data, metrics, measures, parameters,
technical parameters, characteristics and/or factors about a
plurality of entities, obtained from an external data source
804. Each database 802 entity may have at least one object
type associated with the entity. The aggregated accounting
based data may include, according to an exemplary embodi-
ment, at least one non-market capitalization, non-price
related objective measure of scale and/or size metric associ-
ated with each entity. The system may include an analysis
host computer processing apparatus 102 coupled to the entity
database 802. The analysis host computer processing appa-
ratus 102 may include a data retrieval and storage subsystem
806, according to an exemplary embodiment, which may
retrieve the aggregated accounting based data from the entity
database and may store the aggregated accounting based data
to the entity database 802. The analysis host computer pro-
cessing apparatus 102 may include, according to an exem-
plary embodiment, an index generation subsystem 808,
which may include, according to an exemplary embodiment,
a selection subsystem 810 operative to select a group of the
entities based on at least one non-market capitalization objec-
tive measure of scale or size metric including one or more
technical parameters and/or metrics; a weighting function
generation subsystem 812, according to an exemplary
embodiment, may be operative to generate a weighting func-
tion based on at least one non-market capitalization, non-
price related objective measure of scale and/or size metric; an
exemplary index creation subsystem 814, according to an
exemplary embodiment, may be operative to create a non-
market capitalization non-price objective measure of scale
and/or size index based on the group of selected entities
and/or the weighting function; and/or a storing subsystem
816, according to an exemplary embodiment, operative to
store the non-market capitalization, non-price related objec-
tive measure of scale and/or size based index, and/or multi-
dimensional array of data objects. The index or array of data
objects may be stored on a storage device, in one exemplary
embodiment.

According to one exemplary embodiment, the system 800
may further include a normalization calculation and/or com-
putation subsystem 818, operative to normalize entity object
data to be stored in the entity database 802.

According to another exemplary embodiment, the system
800 may further include a trading host computer system 104
which may include, according to an exemplary embodiment,
an index retrieval subsystem 820 operative to retrieve and/or
store an instance of the non-market capitalization, non-price
related objective measure of scale and/or size based index,
and/or multi-dimensional array of data objects from a storage
device; a trading accounts management subsystem 822
operative to manage accounts data relating to a plurality of
accounts including positions data, position owner data, and
position size data, any data of which may be stored in trading
accounts database 108; and/or a purchasing subsystem 824
operative to purchase from an exchange host system 112 one
or more positions for the position owner, according to the
index and/or array of data objects.

Exemplary Process Control System

According to an exemplary embodiment, the system 800

may be used to compute using data objects input via an
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input/output subsystem, a multi-dimensional array storing
database system for storage of a multi-dimensional array
computed via a multi-dimensional object array creation sub-
system comprising a selection subsystem operative to select
one or more objects based on one or more technical param-
eters, and a weighting subsystem operative to weight the
selected one or more objects based on one or more technical
parameters, wherein the technical parameters are chosen such
that the technical parameters avoid influence of an undesir-
able predetermined technical criterion and/or criteria, so as to
avoid influence of the undesirable predetermined technical
criterion and/or criteria. As a result of elimination of the
undesirable predetermined technical criterion and/or criteria,
the multi-dimensional array selected and/or weighted to
avoid influence of the undesirable predetermined technical
criterion and/or criteria may as a result perform processing
from negative effects from the undesirable predetermined
technical criterion and/or criteria. An exemplary embodiment
of' the selection subsystem may be operative to select objects
from a predetermined universe of objects to obtain a subset of
the universe, where the selection is based on a technical
parameter that is not influenced by the undesirable technical
criterion and/or criteria. Following execution of the selection
subsystem, according to an exemplary embodiment, an exem-
plary weighting subsystem may operative to weight the
resulting selected objects by a weighted combination of two
ormore technical weighting criteria, which are not influenced
by the undesirable technical criterion and/or criteria. The
process may be used for such technical processes as may
include, e.g. but are not limited to, industrial automation,
production process automation, a manufacturing process,
and/or a chemical processing system, among others as
described elsewhere, herein.

According to one exemplary embodiment, the weighting
subsystem may further compute an algorithmically computed
summation of a plurality of weighting factors, the plurality of
weighting factors including a first of the plurality of weight-
ing factors, where the first includes a first given computa-
tional product of a first object value and a first technical
parameter value associated with the first object value, and a
second of the plurality of weighting factors, where the second
includes a second given computational product of a second
object value and a second technical parameter value associ-
ated with the second object value, and/or any additional of the
plurality of weighting factors, where the any additional
includes an additional given computational product of an
additional object value and an additional technical parameter
value associated with the additional object value.

FIG. 9 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a chart 900
graphing cumulative returns by date for exemplary emerging
market debt instrument metrics according to an exemplary
embodiment.

FIG. 10 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a chart 1000
graphing cumulative returns by date for exemplary emerging
market debt instrument metrics illustrating growth of an
exemplary investment, according to an exemplary embodi-
ment.

FIG. 11 depicts an exemplary embodiment of a chart 1100
graphing a rolling 36-month value added composite exem-
plary emerging market debt instrument metrics vs. cap-
weighted emerging market bonds, according to an exemplary
embodiment.

While various embodiments of the present invention have
been described above, it should be understood that they have
been presented by way of example only, and not limitation.
Thus, the breadth and scope of the present invention should
not be limited by any of the above-described exemplary
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embodiments, but should instead be defined only in accor-
dance with the following claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method for constructing data
indicative of a financial object index, the method comprising:
constructing, by at least one computer processor, data indica-
tive of the financial object index comprising:

selecting, by the at least one computer processor, data

indicative of constituent financial objects of the financial
object index based upon at least one accounting data
rather than price of said financial objects, said at least
one accounting data regarding at least one entity relating
to each of said financial objects, the at least one entity
comprising at least one of a region, a country, a com-
pany, or a sovereign associated with said each of said
financial objects; and

weighting, by the at least one computer processor, data

indicative of said constituent financial objects based
upon at least one accounting data rather than price of
said financial objects, said at least one accounting data
regarding the at least one entity, to obtain data indicative
of constituent weightings for each of said constituent
financial objects, and

storing, by the at least one computer processor, said data

indicative of said constituent financial objects and said
constituent weightings on at least one computer storage
device,

wherein each of said financial objects comprises at least

one instrument,

wherein each of said financial objects comprises at least

one of:

a bond;

a fixed income debt instrument;

a debt instrument;

an emerging market debt instrument;

a high yield debt instrument;

a corporate debt instrument;

an investment grade debt instrument;

a debenture;

a bank loan;

a convertible bond;

a senior debt;

a subordinated debt;

a term loan;

a government debt instrument;

a government bond;

a corporate bond;

a high yield bond;

an emerging market bond;

a municipal bond debt instrument;

a treasury bond debt instrument;

a treasury bill debt instrument;

a mortgage based debt instrument;

a securitized debt instrument;

a security;

a stock;

a commodity;

a futures contract;

a mutual fund;

a hedge fund;

a fund of funds;

an exchange traded fund (ETF);

a derivative;

a negative weighting on any asset;

an asset account;

a separate account;

a pooled trust; or
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a limited partnership; and wherein said at least one

accounting data comprises at least one of:

at least one financial metric of the at least one entity asso-

ciated with each of said constituent financial objects; or
at least one metric, level, rate, or expenditure amount from
information disclosures of the at least one entity.

2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
said weighting is not based on any of: equal weighting,
weighting in proportion to share price, weighting in propor-
tion to market capitalization, or weighting in proportion to
free float.

3. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
the accounting data comprises data found within a database of
information pertaining to at least one of: regions, sovereigns
or countries.

4. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising: basing the constituent weightings of the financial
objects, wherein the financial objects comprise emerging
market financial objects, upon at least one of: a ratio, a math-
ematical transformation, or a manipulation of the accounting
data.

5. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising constructing, by the at least one computer proces-
sor, data indicative of a financial object portfolio based on the
financial object index, wherein the constituent weightings of
the constituent financial objects within at least one of the
financial object index or the financial object portfolio are
altered as at least one of the at least one accounting data about
the at least one entity in or outside the financial object index
changes.

6. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
said weighting comprises: calculating said constituent
weightings based upon said at least one accounting data.

7. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
said at least one accounting data, comprises at least one of:
total assets, funds from operations (FFO), adjusted funds
from operations (AFFO), sales, revenues, total dividend dis-
tributions, or ratios pertaining thereto.

8. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
the at least one accounting data, comprises data found within
a generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) company
annual report and accounts (GAAP reports).

9. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
said weighting based on said at least one accounting data
further comprises weighting based on at least one demo-
graphic data comprising at least one of:

country metrics including at least one of: economic met-

rics, area, population, unemployment rate, reserves,
resource consumption, democracy index, corruption
index, government debt, private debt, government
expenditures, nominal interest rate, commercial paper
yield, consumer price index (CPI), purchasing power,
relation of purchasing power to nominal exchange rate
and any deviations from historical trend, or country cur-
rent account flow; wherein said economic metrics
including at least one of: a gross domestic product
(GDP), a gross national product (GNP), a gross net
income (GNI), or a gross national debt (GND); or
industry metrics including at least one of: industry growth
rate, total capital expenditures, inventories total—end of
year, average industry dividends, supplemental labor
costs, inventories finished products—end of year, new
orders for manufactured goods, fuel costs, inventories
work in process—end of year, shipments, electric
energy used, inventories, materials, supplies, or fuels,—
end of year, unfilled orders, inventories by stage of fab-
rication, value of manufacturers inventories by stage of
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fabrication—beginning of year, Inventories Number of
production workers, inventories total—beginning of
year, inventories-to-shipments ratio, payroll of produc-
tion workers, inventories finished products—beginning
of year, value of product shipments, hours of production
workers, inventories work in process—beginning of
year, statistics from department of commerce, industry
associations, for industry groups and industries, cost of
purchased fuels and electric energy, inventories, mate-
rials, supplies, fuels, —beginning of year, geographic
area statistics, electric energy quantity purchased, value
of shipments—total, annual survey of manufacturers
(ASM), electric energy cost, value of shipments—prod-
ucts, employment, electric energy generated, value of
shipments—total miscellaneous receipts, all employees
payroll, electric energy sold or transferred, total miscel-
laneous receipts—value of resales, all employees hours,
cost of purchased fuels, total miscellaneous receipts—
contract receipts, all employees total, compensation,
capital expenditure for plant or equipment total, other
total miscellaneous receipts, all employees total fringe
benefit costs, capital expenditure for plant or equip-
ment—buildings or other structures, interplant transfers,
total cost of materials, capital expenditure for plant and
equipment—machinery or equipment total, costs of
materials—total, payroll, capital expenditure for plant
and equipment—autos, or trucks, for highway use, costs
of materials—materials, parts, containers, packaging,
value added by manufacture, capital expenditure for
plant and equipment—computers, peripheral data pro-
cessing equipment, costs of materials—resales, cost of
materials consumed, capital expenditure for plant and
equipment—all other expenditures, costs of materials—
purchased fuels, value of shipments, value of manufac-
turers inventories by stage of fabrication—end of year,
costs of materials—purchased electricity, costs of mate-
rials—contract work, industry cost of capital, or average
industry dividend.

10. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein said financial objects are selected from a universe
comprising at least one of:

a sector;

a market;

a market sector;

an industry sector;

a geographic sector;

an international sector;

a sub-industry sector;

a government issue; or

a tax exempt financial object;

agriculture, forestry, fishing or hunting industry sector;

mining industry sector;

utilities industry sector;

construction industry sector;

manufacturing industry sector;

wholesale trade industry sector;

retail trade industry sector;

transportation or warehousing industry sector;

information industry sector;

finance or insurance industry sector;

real estate and/or rental or leasing industry sector;

professional, scientific, or technical services industry sec-

tor;

management of companies and/or enterprises industry sec-

tor;

administrative or support or waste management or reme-

diation services industry sector;
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education services industry sector;

health care or social assistance industry sector;

arts, entertainment, or recreation industry sector;

accommodation or food services industry sector;

other services (except public administration) industry sec-

tor; or

public administration industry sector.

11. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein said at least one accounting data rather than price
comprises at least one of:

dividends, if any;

sales;

revenue;

cash flow;

book value;

collateral;

assets;

distributions;

funds from operations;

adjusted funds from operations;

earnings;

income;

liquidity;

employees;

margin;

profit margin;

term structure;

interest rate;

seasonal factor;

a financial ratio of a company;

a ratio of accounting based data;

a ratio of accounting based data per share;

aratio of a first accounting based data to a second account-

ing based data;

a liquidity ratio;

a working capital ratio;

a current ratio;

a quick ratio;

a cash ratio;

an asset turnover ratio;

a receivables turnover ratio;

an average collection period ratio;

[an average collection period ratio;]

an inventory turnover ratio;

an inventory period ratio;

a leverage ratio;

a debt ratio;

a debt-to-equity ratio;

an interest coverage ratio;

a profitability ratio;

a return on common equity (ROCE) ratio;

profit margin ratio;

an earnings per share (EPS) ratio;

a gross profit margin ratio;

a return on assets ratio;

a return on equity ratio;

a dividend policy ratio; or

[a dividend yield ratio;]

a payout ratio[;

a capital market analysis ratio;

a price to earnings (PE) ratio; or

a market to book ratio].

12. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising performing negative weighting for purposes of at
least one of establishing or measuring performance for at
least one of:

any security;

a portfolio of assets;

a hedge fund; or

a long/short position.
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13. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein said at least one accounting data comprises a mea-
sure of size of the at least one entity.

14. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein said at least one accounting data is not market capi-
talization.

15. The computer-implemented method of claim 14,
wherein each of said financial objects comprises a financial
object type.

16. The computer-implemented method of claim 15,
wherein said financial object type comprises at least one of:

a municipal bond;

a corporate bond;

a sovereign bond;

a government bond;

a fixed income instrument;

a real estate fixed income instrument;

an investment grade bond;

a high yield bond;

an emerging market bond

a debt instrument; or

a bond from a geographic region; and

the at least one entity comprises at least one of:

a company;

a country,

a government,

a geographic region;

a market;

a municipality;

a municipality issuing bonds;

a sovereign;

a sovereign issuing bonds; or

a commodity provider.

17. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein said at least one accounting data, comprises at least
one of:

revenue;

profitability;

sales;

total sales;

foreign sales,

domestic sales;

net sales;

gross sales;

profit margin;

operating margin;

earnings;

retained earnings;

earnings per share;

book value;

book value adjusted for inflation;

book value adjusted for replacement cost;

book value adjusted for liquidation value;

dividends;

assets;

tangible assets;

intangible assets;

fixed assets;

property;

plant;

equipment;

goodwill;

replacement value of assets;

liquidation value of assets;

liabilities;

long term liabilities;

short term liabilities;
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net worth;

research and development expense;

accounts receivable;

earnings before interest and tax (EBIT);

earnings before interest, taxes, dividends, and amortization 5

(EBITDA);

accounts payable;

cost of goods sold (CGS);

debt ratio;

budget; 10

capital budget;

cash budget;

direct labor budget;

factory overhead budget;

operating budget; 15

sales budget;

inventory system;

type of stock offered;

liquidity;

book income; 20

tax income;

capitalization of earnings;

capitalization of goodwill;

capitalization of interest;

capitalization of revenue; 25

capital spending;

cash;

compensation;

employee turnover;

overhead costs; 30

credit rating;

growth rate;

tax rate;

liquidation value of entity;

capitalization of cash; 35

capitalization of earnings;

capitalization of revenue;

cash flow; or

future value of expected cash flow.

18. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, 40
wherein said at least one accounting data comprises a ratio of
any combination of two or more non-market capitalization
objective measure of scale metrics.

19. The computer-implemented method of claim 18,
wherein said ratio of any combination of said objective mea- 45
sure of scale metrics comprise at least one of:

current ratio;

debt ratio;

overhead expense as a percent of sales; or

debt service burden ratio. 50

20. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein said weighting comprises weighting based on at least
one demographic data, comprising at least one of:

a measure relating to employees;

a financial metric; 55

a non-financial metric;

a non-market related metric;

a number of employees;

floor space;

office space; 60

a geographic metric;

an area;

a geographic area;

a measure of inhabitants;

a population; 65

location; or

other demographics of a financial object.
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21. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein said at least one accounting data comprises a metric
relating to a geographic area.

22. The computer-implemented method of claim 21,
wherein said metric relating to said geographic area com-
prises a geographic metric comprising at least one of: an
economic metric; a gross domestic product; or an other than
gross domestic product (GDP) metric.

23. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising: rebalancing a pre-selected group of said financial
objects based on said financial object index.

24. The computer-implemented method of claim 23,
wherein said rebalancing is performed on a periodic basis.

25. The computer-implemented method of claim 23,
wherein said rebalancing is based upon a predetermined
threshold.

26. The computer-implemented method of claim 25, fur-
ther comprising: applying one or more rules associated with
said index.

27. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein at least one of said selecting or said weighting are
used for at least one of:

investment management, or

investment portfolio benchmarking.

28. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising performing enhanced index investing, compris-
ing: constructing, by the at least one computer processor, data
indicative of a financial object portfolio of financial objects
based on said financial object index, comprising at least one
of purchasing or selling financial objects in said financial
object portfolio based on said financial object index, wherein
said enhanced index investing is performed in a fashion
wherein at least one of: holdings; performance; or character-
istics, are substantially similar to an external index.

29. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising:

wherein said selecting based on said at least one account-

ing data comprises:
selecting based on at least one demographic data regard-
ing the at least one entity.

30. The computer-implemented method of claim 29,
wherein the method further comprises:

wherein said at least one demographic data comprises at

least one of:

a demographic measure,

a population level,

an area,

a geographic area,

an economic factor,

a gross domestic product (GDP),
GDP growth,

a natural resource characteristic,
an energy metric,

a petroleum characteristic,

a resource consumption metric,

a petroleum consumption amount,
a liquid natural gas (LNG) characteristic,
a liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) characteristic,
an expenditures characteristic,
gross national income (GNI),

a debt characteristic,

a rate of inflation,

a rate of unemployment,

a reserves level,

a population characteristic,

a corruption characteristic,

a democracy characteristic,
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a social metric,

a political metric,

a per capita ratio of any of the foregoing;

a derivative of any foregoing; or

a ratio of any two or more of the foregoing.

31. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising:

wherein said weighting based on said at least one account-

ing data comprises:
weighting based on at least one demographic data
regarding the at least one entity.

32. The computer-implemented method of claim 31, fur-
ther comprising:

wherein said at least one demographic data comprises at

least one of:

a demographic measure,

a population level,

an area,

a geographic area,

an economic factor,

a gross domestic product (GDP),

GDP growth,

a natural resource characteristic,

an energy metric,

a petroleum characteristic,

a resource consumption metric,

a petroleum consumption amount,

a liquid natural gas (LNG) characteristic,
a liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) characteristic,
an expenditures characteristic,

gross national income (GNI),

a debt characteristic,

a rate of inflation,

a rate of unemployment,

a reserves level,

a population characteristic,

a corruption characteristic,

a democracy characteristic,

a social metric,

a political metric,

a per capita ratio of any of the foregoing;
a derivative of any foregoing; or

a ratio of any two or more of the foregoing.

33. The computer-implemented method according to claim
1, wherein the method is executed on a data processing sys-
tem, the method further comprising:

wherein said constructing comprises:

creating an accounting data based index (ADBI) based
on accounting data comprising wherein said selecting
further comprises:
selecting a universe of financial objects,
selecting a subset of said financial objects of said
universe based on at least one accounting data, and
weighting said subset of said universe according to at
least one accounting data to obtain the ADBI; and
creating a portfolio of financial objects using the ADBI,
including said subset of selected and weighted finan-
cial objects.

34. The computer-implemented method according to claim
33, wherein said universe comprises at least one of:

a sector;

a market;

a market sector;

an industry sector;

a geographic sector;

an international sector;

a sub-industry sector;
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a government issue; or

a tax exempt financial object;

agriculture, forestry, fishing or hunting industry sector;

mining industry sector;

utilities industry sector;

construction industry sector;

manufacturing industry sector;

wholesale trade industry sector;

retail trade industry sector;

transportation or warehousing industry sector;

information industry sector;

finance or insurance industry sector;

real estate or rental or leasing industry sector;

professional, scientific, or technical services industry sec-

tor;

management of companies or enterprises industry sector;

administrative or support or waste management or reme-

diation services industry sector;

education services industry sector;

health care or social assistance industry sector;

arts, entertainment, or recreation industry sector;

accommodation or food services industry sector;

other services (except public administration) industry sec-

tor; or

public administration industry sector.

35. The computer-implemented method according to claim
33, wherein said accounting based data rather than price used
in weighting as a measure of value of the at least one entity
associated with each of the financial objects, comprises at
least one of:

dividends, if any;

revenue;

cash flow;

book value;

collateral;

assets;

distributions;

funds from operations;

adjusted funds from operations;

earnings;

income;

liquidity;

country metrics including at least one of: economic met-

rics, area, population, unemployment rate, reserves,
resource consumption, democracy index, corruption
index, government debt, private debt, government
expenditures, nominal interest rate, commercial paper
yield, consumer price index (CPI), purchasing power,
relation of purchasing power to nominal exchange rate
and any deviations from historical trend, or country cur-
rent account flow;

said economic metrics including at least one of: a gross

domestic product (GDP), a gross national product
(GNP), a gross net income (GNI), or a gross national
debt (GND);

industry metrics including at least one of: industry growth

rate, total capital expenditures, inventories total—end of
year, average industry dividends, supplemental labor
costs, inventories finished products—end of year, new
orders for manufactured goods, fuel costs, inventories
work in process—end of year, shipments, electric
energy used, inventories, materials, supplies, or fuels,—
end of year, unfilled orders, inventories by stage of fab-
rication, value of manufacturers inventories by stage of
fabrication—beginning of year, Inventories Number of
production workers, inventories total—beginning of
year, inventories-to-shipments ratio, payroll of produc-
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tion workers, inventories finished products—beginning
of'year, value of product shipments, hours of production
workers, inventories work in process—beginning of
year, statistics from department of commerce, industry
associations, for industry groups and industries, cost of
purchased fuels and electric energy, inventories, mate-
rials, supplies, fuels, —beginning of year, geographic
area statistics, electric energy quantity purchased, value
of shipments—total, annual survey of manufacturers
(ASM), electric energy cost, value of shipments—prod-
ucts, employment, electric energy generated, value of
shipments—total miscellaneous receipts, all employees
payroll, electric energy sold or transferred, total miscel-
laneous receipts—value of resales, all employees hours,
cost of purchased fuels, total miscellaneous receipts—
contract receipts, all employees total, compensation,
capital expenditure for plant or equipment total, other
total miscellaneous receipts, all employees total fringe
benefit costs, capital expenditure for plant or equip-
ment—buildings or other structures, interplant transfers,
total cost of materials, capital expenditure for plant and
equipment—machinery or equipment total, costs of
materials—total, payroll, capital expenditure for plant
and equipment—autos, or trucks, for highway use, costs
of materials—materials, parts, containers, packaging,
value added by manufacture, capital expenditure for
plant and equipment—computers, peripheral data pro-
cessing equipment, costs of materials—resales, cost of
materials consumed, capital expenditure for plant and
equipment—all other expenditures, costs of materials—

purchased fuels, value of shipments, value of manufac-
turers inventories by stage of fabrication—end of year,
costs of materials—purchased electricity, costs of mate-
rials—contract work, industry cost of capital, or average
industry dividend;

employees;

margin;

profit margin;

term structure;

interest rate;

seasonal factor;

a financial ratio of a company;

a ratio of accounting based data;

a ratio of accounting based data per share;

aratio of a first accounting based data to a second account-
ing based data;

a liquidity ratio;

a working capital ratio;

a current ratio;

a quick ratio;

a cash ratio;

an asset turnover ratio;

a receivables turnover ratio;

[an average collection period ratio;]

an average collection period ratio;

an inventory turnover ratio;

an inventory period ratio;

a leverage ratio;

a debt ratio;

a debt-to-equity ratio;

an interest coverage ratio;

a profitability ratio;

a return on common equity (ROCE) ratio;

profit margin ratio;

an earnings per share (EPS) ratio;

a gross profit margin ratio;

a return on assets ratio;
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a return on equity ratio;

a dividend policy ratio; or

[a dividend yield ratio;]

a payout ratio[;

a capital market analysis ratio;

a price to earnings (PE) ratio; or

a market to book ratio].

36. The computer-implemented method according to claim
35, wherein said accounting based data are weighted rela-
tively dependent on the geography of the at least one entity
associated with each of the financial objects.

37. The computer-implemented method of claim 33,
wherein each of said financial objects comprises:

at least one unit of interest in at least one of:

an asset;

a liability;

a tracking portfolio;

a financial instrument or a security, wherein said finan-
cial instrument or said security denotes a debt, an
equity interest, or a hybrid;

a derivatives contract, including at least one of:

a future, a forward, a put, a call, an option, a swap, or
any other transaction relating to a fluctuation of an
underlying asset, notwithstanding the prevailing
value of the contract, and notwithstanding whether
such contract, for purposes of accounting, is con-
sidered an asset or liability;

a commodity;

a financial position;

a currency position;

atrust, a real estate investment trust (REIT), a real estate
operating company (REOC), or a portfolio of trusts;

a debt instrument comprising at least one of: a bond, a
debenture, a subordinated debenture, a mortgage
bond, a collateral trust bond, a convertible bond, an
income bond, a guaranteed bond, a serial bond, a deep
discount bond, a zero coupon bond, a variable rate

bond, a deferred interest bond, a commercial paper, a

government security, a certificate of deposit, a Euro-

bond, a corporate bond, a government bond, a munici-
pal bond, a treasury-bill, a treasury bond, a foreign

bond, an emerging market bond, a high yield bond, a

developed market bond, a junk bond, a collateralized

instrument, an exchange traded note (ETN), or other
agreements between a borrower and a lender;

a fund; or

an investment entity or account of any kind, including an
interest in, or rights relating to:

a hedge fund, an exchange traded fund (ETF), a fund
of funds, a mutual fund, a closed end fund, an
investment vehicle, or any other pooled or sepa-
rately managed investments.

38. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein said financial objects comprise at least one of:

a high-yield debt instruments index; or

aportfolio ofhigh-yield debt instruments based on the high

yield debt instruments index, the method further com-
prising:
selecting constituent high-yield debt instruments of said
high-yield debt instruments index based upon at least
one metric regarding the entities associated with said
high-yield debt instruments,
wherein said at least one metric comprises at least one
of sales, book value, cash flow, dividends if any,
collateral, a composite of the other metrics, or
ratios pertaining thereto; and
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weighting said constituent high-yield debt instruments
based upon at least one metric regarding the size of the
entities associated with said high-yield debt instru-
ments to obtain constituent weightings for each
respective constituent high-yield debt instrument,
wherein said at least one metric comprises at least one
of sales, book value, cash flow, dividends if any,
collateral, a composite of the other metrics, or
ratios pertaining thereto.

39. The computer-implemented method of claim 38,
wherein said at least one metric comprises data found within
a generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) company
annual report and accounts (GAAP reports).

40. The computer-implemented method of claim 38, fur-
ther comprising basing the constituent weightings of the
high-yield debt instruments upon at least one of a ratio or a
manipulation of the accounting data.

41. The computer-implemented method of claim 40,
wherein the basing the constituent weightings upon at least
one of a ratio or a manipulation of the accounting data com-
prises basing the constituent weightings on at least one of: a
relative size of the return on assets of said selected companies,
the return on investment thereof, or the return on capital
thereof compared to the cost of capital thereof, wherein said
return is determined based on cash flow.

42. The computer-implemented method of claim 38,
wherein the constituent weightings of the high-yield debt
instruments within the high-yield debt instruments index or
high yield debt instruments fund are altered as at least one of:
the accounting data concerning the entities in or outside the
index changes; or the constituents change.

43. The computer-implemented method of claim 42,
wherein the constituent weightings of the high-yield debt
instruments within the fund are altered when at least one of:
one or more of said entities report their at least one of:
monthly, quarterly, biannually, or annual accounting infor-
mation; or at a pre-determined time after which the majority
of'said entities in the index have reported their at least one of:
monthly, quarterly, biannually, or annual accounting data.

44. The computer-implemented method of claim 38,
wherein said weighting comprises calculating said constitu-
ent weightings based upon said at least one accounting data.

45. The computer-implemented method of claim 44,
wherein said calculating is performed by an index construc-
tion manager device.

46. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein said weighting comprises:

determining, by the at least one computer processor, a

proportional fundamental index weight for each of said
index constituent financial objects based on at least one
objective measure of scale associated with said entities
or said financial objects;

wherein said at least one objective measure of scale com-

prises a financial metric associated with one of said
entities or said financial objects other than the market
capitalization of said entities or the price of said finan-
cial objects;

wherein said financial metric comprises at least one of:

book value; sales; cash flow; or any dividends; and
managing, by the at least one computer processor, a port-
folio of financial objects based on said index of financial
objects, wherein said managing comprises at least one
of:
adjusting, by the at least one computer processor, the
financial objects that comprise said portfolio based on
changes to the at least one objective measure of scale
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used to weight the plurality of financial objects used
to construct the index of financial objects;

adjusting, by the at least one computer processor, the
relative weightings of the financial objects that com-
prise said portfolio based on changes to the at least
one objective measure of scale used to weight the
plurality of financial objects used to construct the
index of financial objects;

rebalancing, by the at least one computer processor, the
relative weightings of the financial objects that com-
prise said portfolio when the weighting of one or more
of said financial objects at least one of: exceeds a
threshold value, or deviates from a target weight; or

rebalancing the relative weightings of the financial
objects that comprise said portfolio to minimize turn-
over of said financial objects.

47. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,

wherein said weighting comprises:

determining, by the at least one computer processor, a
proportional fundamental index weight for each of said
index constituent financial objects based on at least one
objective measure of scale associated with said entities
or said financial objects;

wherein said at least one objective measure of scale com-
prises a financial metric associated with one of said
entities or said financial objects other than the market
capitalization of said entities or the price of said finan-
cial objects;

wherein said financial metric comprises at least one of:
book value; sales; cash flow; or any dividends;

wherein said weighting comprises:

weighting, by the at least one computer processor, by a
mathematical combination of a plurality of financial
metric data for a given financial object of a given entity,
said plurality of financial metric data of said given finan-
cial object of said given entity, comprising at least one:

a plurality of time periods;

a plurality of years;

a plurality of quarters;

a plurality of months; or

a plurality of accounting periods; and

wherein said mathematical combination of said plurality of
financial metric data for said given financial object of
said given entity, comprises at least one of:

calculating, by the at least one computer processor, a
mathematical average of said plurality of financial
metric data of said given financial object of said given
entity;

calculating, by the at least one computer processor, a
mathematical weighted average of said plurality of
financial metric data of said given financial object of
said given entity;

calculating, by the at least one computer processor, a
statistical mean of said plurality of financial metric
data of said given financial object of said given entity;

calculating, by the at least one computer processor, a
statistical median of said plurality of financial metric
data of said given financial object of said given entity;
or

calculating, by the at least one computer processor, a
midpoint of said plurality of financial metric data of
said given financial object of said given entity.
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48. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising:
receiving a plurality of historical data of a plurality of
financial metrics of a plurality of financial objects, said
plurality of financial objects comprising publicly traded
entities; and
wherein said weighting comprises:
weighting, by the at least one computer processor, a
plurality of index constituent financial objects, each
of'said plurality of index constituent financial objects
associated with at least one entity, and
wherein said weighting comprises:
determining, by the at least one computer processor, a
proportional fundamental index weight for each of
said index constituent financial objects based on at
least one objective measure of scale associated with
said entities or said financial objects;
wherein said at least one objective measure of scale
comprises at least one of:
at least one financial metric associated with one of
said entities or said financial objects;
at least one demographic measure of one of said
entities or said financial objects; or
at least one metric from information disclosures of
a publicly traded entity; and
wherein said at least one objective measure of scale
comprises a metric other than the market capitaliza-
tion of said entities or the price of said financial
objects; and
weighting, by the at least one computer processor, by a
mathematical combination of a plurality of data for
said at least one objective measure of scale of a given
financial object of a given entity, said plurality of data
for said at least one objective measure of scale of said
given financial object of said given entity, comprising
at least one:
a plurality of time periods;
a plurality of years;
a plurality of quarters;
a plurality of months; or
a plurality of accounting periods; and
wherein said mathematical combination of said plurality
data for said given financial object of said given entity,
comprises at least one of:
calculating, by the at least one computer processor, a
mathematical average of said plurality of data for
said given financial object of said given entity;
calculating, by the at least one computer processor, a
mathematical weighted average of said plurality of
financial metric data of said given financial object
of said given entity;
calculating, by the at least one computer processor, a
statistical mean of said plurality of financial metric
data of said given financial object of said given
entity;
calculating, by the at least one computer processor, a
statistical median of said plurality of financial met-
ric data of said given financial object of said given
entity; or
calculating, by the at least one computer processor, a
midpoint of said plurality of financial metric data of
said given financial object of said given entity.
49. The computer-implemented method of claim 48, fur-
ther comprising:
normalizing, by the at least one computer processor, data
over a plurality of time periods.
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50. The computer-implemented method of claim 48, fur-
ther comprising:

rebalancing, by the at least one computer processor, said

index on a periodic basis.

51. The computer-implemented method of claim 50,
wherein said rebalancing said index on a periodic basis com-
prises at least one of:

rebalancing, by the at least one computer processor, on a

yearly basis;

rebalancing, by the at least one computer processor, on a

quarterly basis;

rebalancing, by the at least one computer processor, on a

half year basis; or

rebalancing, by the at least one computer processor, on a

multiple year basis.

52. The computer-implemented method of claim 48, fur-
ther comprising:

recalculating, by the at least one computer processor, said

index on a periodic basis.

53. The computer-implemented method of claim 52,
wherein said recalculating said index on said periodic basis
comprises at least one of:

recalculating, by the at least one computer processor, on a

yearly basis;

recalculating, by the at least one computer processor, on a

quarterly basis;

recalculating, by the at least one computer processor, on a

half year basis; or

recalculating, by the at least one computer processor, on a

multiple year basis.

54. The computer-implemented method of claim 48, fur-
ther comprising:

adjusting, by the at least one computer processor, said

index based on changes over time.

55. The computer-implemented method of claim 54,
wherein said adjusting said index based on said changes
comprises at least one of:

adjusting, by the at least one computer processor, said

index upon a change in financial market status of an
index constituent;

adjusting, by the at least one computer processor, said

index upon an index constituent going bankrupt;
adjusting, by the at least one computer processor, said
index upon an index constituent stock split;

adjusting, by the at least one computer processor, said

index upon an index constituent modifying at least one
class of stock;

adjusting, by the at least one computer processor, said

index upon a price shift of an index constituent; or
adjusting, by the at least one computer processor, said
index upon a delisting of an index constituent.

56. The computer-implemented method of claim 48, fur-
ther comprising:

adjusting, by the at least one computer processor, said

index based on missing data.

57. The computer-implemented method of claim 56,
wherein said adjusting said index based on missing data com-
prises:

adjusting, by the at least one computer processor, said

index if a plurality of metrics are being used, and for a
given entity or financial object one of said plurality of
metrics is missing.

58. The computer-implemented method of claim 57,
wherein said adjusting said index based on missing data com-
prises:

averaging said remaining plurality of metrics, leaving out

said missing metric.
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59. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising:

receiving a plurality of historical data of a plurality of

financial metrics of a plurality of financial objects, said
plurality of financial objects each relating to an entity;
and

wherein said weighting comprises:

weighting, by the at least one computer processor, a plu-

rality of index constituent financial objects, each of said
plurality of index constituent financial objects associ-
ated with an entity, and

wherein said weighting comprises:

determining, by the at least one computer processor, a

proportional fundamental index weight for each of said
index constituent financial objects based on at least one
objective measure of scale associated with said entities
or said financial objects;
wherein said at least one objective measure of scale
comprises at least one of:
at least one financial metric associated with at least
one of said entities or said financial objects;
at least one demographic measure of at least one of
said entities or said financial objects; or
at least one metric from information disclosures of a
publicly traded entity; and
wherein said at least one objective measure of scale com-
prises a metric other than the market capitalization of
said entities or the price of said financial objects; and

weighting, by the at least one computer processor, by a

mathematical combination of a plurality of data for said

at least one objective measure of scale of a given finan-

cial object of a given entity, said plurality of data for said

at least one objective measure of scale of said given

financial object of said given entity, comprising at least

one of:

a plurality of time periods;

a plurality of years;

a plurality of quarters;

a plurality of months; or

a plurality of accounting periods; and

wherein said mathematical combination of said plurality

data for said given financial object of said given entity,

comprises at least one of:

calculating, by the at least one computer processor, a
mathematical average of said plurality of data for said
given financial object of said given entity;

calculating, by the at least one computer processor, a
mathematical weighted average of said plurality of
financial metric data of said given financial object of
said given entity;

calculating, by the at least one computer processor, a
statistical mean of said plurality of financial metric
data of said given financial object of said given entity;

calculating, by the at least one computer processor, a
statistical median of said plurality of financial metric
data of said given financial object of said given entity;
or

calculating, by the at least one computer processor, a
midpoint of said plurality of financial metric data of
said given financial object of said given entity.

60. The computer-implemented method of claim 59,
wherein said calculating said mathematical combination
comprises reducing risk.

61. The computer-implemented method of claim 59,
wherein said objective measure of scale comprises at least
one of:

book value;

sales;

revenue;

profit;

10

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

94

earnings;

cash flow;

cash earnings; or

a fundamental accounting variable.

62. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising:

receiving fundamental accounting data about a plurality of

entities, over a plurality of time periods, each of said
entities associated with one of said financial objects;
receiving a plurality of index constituents;

wherein said weighting comprises:

weighting said plurality of said index constituents
according to at least one financial metric of said fun-
damental accounting data, each of said at least one
financial metrics having data for said plurality of time
periods from said fundamental accounting data to
obtain relative weightings, and wherein said weight-
ing comprises:
averaging said fundamental accounting data over said
plurality of said time periods for said each of said at
least one financial metrics; and
weighting said index constituents using at least one eco-
nomic-centric metric about said entities rather than a
market-centric metric to obtain an economic-centric
index,
wherein said at least one economic-centric metric
comprises a metric comprising at least one of:
at least one economic size metric;
at least one economic impact metric; or
at least one economic footprint metric;
providing said economic-centric index to a third party,
wherein said third party manages, by at least one com-
puter processor, a portfolio of financial objects based on
said index of financial objects, wherein said third party
manages, comprising at least one of:

adjusts, by the at least one computer processor, the finan-

cial objects that comprise said portfolio based on
changes to said one or more financial metrics used to
weight the plurality of financial objects used to construct
the economy-centric index of financial objects;

adjusts, by the at least one computer processor, the relative

weightings of the financial objects that comprise said
portfolio based on changes to the at least one objective
measure of scale used to weight the plurality of financial
objects used to construct the economy-centric index of
financial objects;

rebalances, by the at least one computer processor, the

relative weightings of the financial objects that comprise
said portfolio when the weighting of one or more of said
financial objects at least one of: exceeds a threshold
value, or deviates from a target weight; or rebalances, by
the at least one computer processor, the relative weight-
ings of the financial objects that comprise said portfolio
to minimize turnover of said financial objects.

63. The computer-implemented method according to claim
62, wherein said weighting comprises:

weighting based on a plurality of said economic-centric

metrics.

64. The computer-implemented method according to claim
63, wherein said weighting based on said plurality of eco-
nomic-centric metrics comprises:

weighting based on at least one of:

book value;

book value of operating assets;

sales;

revenue;

profit;
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earnings;

cash flow;

cash earnings;

cash flow from operations; or

a fundamental accounting variable.

65. The computer-implemented method according to claim
63, wherein said weighting based on said plurality of eco-
nomic-centric metrics comprises:

weighting based on metrics comprising:

book value;

sales; and

cash flow.

66. The computer-implemented method according to claim
62, wherein said third party further manages comprising:

rebalances on a periodic time basis; or

rebalances on a periodic accounting period basis.

67. The computer-implemented method according to claim
1, further comprising:

receiving fundamental accounting data about a plurality of

entities, over a plurality of accounting periods, each of
said entities associated with one of said financial
objects;

receiving a plurality of index constituents;

wherein said weighting comprises:

weighting said plurality of said index constituents
according to one or more financial metrics of said
fundamental accounting data, each of said one or
more financial metrics having data for said plurality
of accounting periods from said fundamental
accounting data to obtain relative weightings, and
wherein said weighting comprises:
averaging said fundamental accounting data over said
plurality of said accounting periods for said each of
said one or more financial metrics; and
weighting said index constituents using at least one eco-
nomic-centric metric about said entities rather than
market-centric metric to obtain an economic-centric
index,
wherein said at least one economic-centric metric
comprises a metric comprising at least one of:
at least one economic size metric;
at least one economic impact metric; or
at least one economic footprint metric;
providing said economic-centric index to a third party,
wherein said third party manages, by at least one com-
puter processor, a portfolio of financial objects based on
said index of financial objects, wherein said third party
manages, comprising at least one of:

adjusts, by the at least one computer processor, the finan-

cial objects that comprise said portfolio based on
changes to said one or more financial metrics used to
weight the plurality of financial objects used to construct
the economy-centric index of financial objects;

adjusts, by the at least one computer processor, the relative

weightings of the financial objects that comprise said
portfolio based on changes to the at least one objective
measure of scale used to weight the plurality of financial
objects used to construct the economy-centric index of
financial objects;

rebalances, by the at least one computer processor, the

relative weightings of the financial objects that comprise
said portfolio when the weighting of one or more of said
financial objects at least one of: exceeds a threshold
value, or deviates from a target weight; or
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rebalances, by the at least one computer processor, the
relative weightings of the financial objects that comprise
said portfolio to minimize turnover of said financial
objects.
68. The computer-implemented method according to claim
67, wherein said weighting comprises:
weighting based on a plurality of said economic-centric
metrics.
69. The computer-implemented method according to claim
68, wherein said weighting based on said plurality of eco-

nomic-centric metrics comprises:

weighting based on at least one of:

book value;

book value of operating assets;

sales;

revenue;

profit;

earnings;

cash flow;

cash earnings;

cash flow from operations; or

a fundamental accounting variable.

70. The computer-implemented method according to claim
68, wherein said weighting based on said plurality of eco-

nomic-centric metrics comprises:

weighting based on metrics comprising:
book value;
sales; and
cash flow.
71. The computer-implemented method according to claim
67, wherein said third party further manages comprising:
rebalances on a periodic time basis; or
rebalances on a periodic accounting period basis.
72. The computer-implemented method according to claim
1, further comprising:
receiving, by the at least one computer processor, data
about a plurality of entities and a plurality of corre-
sponding financial objects associated with the plurality
of entities from at least one database storing and permit-
ting retrieval of such data;
receiving, by the at least one computer processor, data
indicative of a set of financial objects comprising a plu-
rality of constituent financial objects;
wherein said weighting comprises:
weighting, by the at least one computer processor, said
constituent financial objects, wherein said weighting
comprises:
determining, by the at least one computer processor, a
proportional fundamental weight for each said con-
stituent financial object based on at least one objec-
tive measure of scale associated with said entities
or said financial objects;
wherein said at least one objective measure of scale
comprises at least one financial metric associ-
ated with one of said entities or said financial
objects other than the market capitalization of
said entities or the price of said financial objects;
wherein said at least one financial metric com-
prises at least one of: book value; sales; cash
flow; or any dividends; and
managing, by the at least one computer processor, a port-
folio of financial objects based on said set of financial
objects, wherein said managing comprises at least one
of:
adjusting, by the at least one computer processor, the
financial objects that comprise said portfolio based on
changes to the at least one objective measure of scale
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used to weight the plurality of financial objects used
to construct the set of financial objects;

adjusting, by the at least one computer processor, the

proportional fundamental weight of the financial
objects that comprise said portfolio based on changes
to the at least one objective measure of scale used to
weight the plurality of financial objects used to con-
struct the set of financial objects;

rebalancing, by the at least one computer processor, the

proportional fundamental weight of the financial
objects that comprise said portfolio when the weight-
ing of one or more of said financial objects at least one
of’ exceeds a threshold value, or deviates from a target
weight; or

rebalancing the proportional fundamental weight of the

financial objects that comprise said portfolio to mini-
mize turnover of said financial objects.

73. A nontransitory computer processor readable storage
medium having computer processor readable program code
such that when executed by a computer processor in a data 20

98

a municipal bond debt instrument;
a treasury bond debt instrument;

a treasury bill debt instrument;

a mortgage based debt instrument;
a securitized debt instrument;

a security;

a stock;

a commodity;

a futures contract;

a mutual fund;

a hedge fund;

a fund of funds;

an exchange traded fund (ETF);

a derivative;

a negative weighting on any asset;
an asset account;

a separate account;

a pooled trust; or

a limited partnership; and

wherein said at least one accounting data comprises at least

one of:

processing apparatus, performs a computer processor-imple-
mented method for constructing data indicative of a financial
object index, the method comprising:
constructing, by at least one computer processor, data
indicative of the financial object index comprising:

selecting, by the at least one computer, data indicative of
constituent financial objects of said financial object
index based upon at least one accounting data rather
than price of said financial objects, said at least one
accounting data regarding at least one entity relating
to each of said financial objects, the at least one entity
comprising at least one of a region, a country, a com-
pany, or a sovereign associated with said financial
objects; and

weighting, by the at least one computer processor, data

indicative of said constituent financial objects based
upon at least one accounting data rather than price of
said financial objects, said at least one accounting data
regarding the at least one entity, to obtain data indica-
tive of constituent weightings for each of said con-
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at least one financial metric of the at least one entity

associated with each of said constituent financial
objects; or

at least one metric, level, rate, or expenditure amount

from information disclosures of the at least one entity.

stituent financial objects, and

storing, by the at least one computer processor, said data
indicative of said constituent financial objects and said
constituent weightings on at least one computer storage

device,

45

wherein each of said financial objects comprises at least

one instrument,

wherein each of said financial objects comprises at least

one of:

a bond;

a fixed income debt instrument;

a debt instrument;

an emerging market debt instrument;
a high yield debt instrument;

a corporate debt instrument;

an investment grade debt instrument;
a debenture;

a bank loan;

a convertible bond;

a senior debt;

a subordinated debt;

a term loan;

a government debt instrument;

a government bond;

a corporate bond;

a high yield bond;

an emerging market bond;
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74. The nontransitory computer processor readable storage
medium of claim 73, wherein the method further comprises:
wherein said selecting based on said at least one account-

ing data comprises:

selecting based on at least one demographic data regard-

ing the at least one entity.

75. The nontransitory computer processor readable storage
medium of claim 74, wherein the method further comprises:
wherein said at least one demographic data comprises at

least one of:

a demographic measure,

a population level,

an area,

a geographic area,

an economic factor,

a gross domestic product (GDP),

GDP growth,

a natural resource characteristic,

an energy metric,

a petroleum characteristic,

a resource consumption metric,

a petroleum consumption amount,

a liquid natural gas (LNG) characteristic,
a liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) characteristic,
an expenditures characteristic,

gross national income (GNI),

a debt characteristic,

a rate of inflation,

a rate of unemployment,

a reserves level,

a population characteristic,

a corruption characteristic,

a democracy characteristic,

a social metric,

a political metric,

a per capita ratio of any of the foregoing;
a derivative of any foregoing; or

a ratio of any two or more of the foregoing.

76. The nontransitory computer processor readable storage
medium of claim 73, wherein the method further comprises:
wherein said weighting based on said at least one account-

ing data comprises:

weighting based on at least one demographic data

regarding the at least one entity.
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77. The nontransitory computer processor readable storage
medium of claim 76, wherein the method further comprises:
wherein said at least one demographic data comprises at
least one of:
a demographic measure,
a population level,
an area,
a geographic area,
an economic factor,
a gross domestic product (GDP),
GDP growth,
a natural resource characteristic,
an energy metric,
a petroleum characteristic,
a resource consumption metric,
a petroleum consumption amount,
a liquid natural gas (LNG) characteristic,
a liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) characteristic,
an expenditures characteristic,
gross national income (GNI),
a debt characteristic,
a rate of inflation,
a rate of unemployment,
a reserves level,
a population characteristic,
a corruption characteristic,
a democracy characteristic,
a social metric,
a political metric,
a per capita ratio of any of the foregoing;
a derivative of any foregoing; or
a ratio of any two or more of the foregoing.
78. A system for constructing data indicative of an invest-
able index of financial objects, comprising:
an analysis host computer processing apparatus coupled to
an entity database, wherein the entity database is opera-
tive to store aggregated accounting based data about a
plurality of entities obtained from an external data
source, said analysis host computer processing appara-
tus comprising:
a data retrieval and storage subsystem operative to at least
one of access, or retrieve said aggregated accounting

based data from the entity database and to at least one of

access from, provide, or store said aggregated account-
ing based data to the entity database;
an index generation subsystem comprising:

a selection subsystem operative to select a group of said
entities based on at least one accounting data;

a weighting function generation subsystem operative to
generate a weighting function based on at least one
accounting data;

an index creation subsystem operative to create an
investable accounting data based index based on said
group of selected entities and said weighting function;
and

a storing subsystem operative to at least one of provide,
or store said investable accounting data based index,

wherein said investable index generation subsystem is
operative to construct data indicative of said investable
accounting data based index, wherein said investable
accounting data based index comprises a financial object
index, said index generation subsystem comprising at
least one computer processor, and at least one memory
coupled to said at least one computer processor, said at
least one computer processor operative to construct data
indicative of said financial object index;
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wherein said selection subsystem comprises at least one
computer processor, and at least one memory coupled to
said at least one computer processor, said at least one
computer processor operative to select data indicative of
constituent financial objects of said financial object
index based upon at least one accounting data rather than
price of'said financial objects, said at least one account-
ing data regarding at least one entity relating to each of
said financial objects, the at least one entity comprising
at least one of a region, a country, a company, or a
sovereign associated with said each of said financial
objects; and

wherein said weighting function generation subsystem
comprises at least one computer processor, and at least
one memory coupled to said at least one computer pro-
cessor, said at least one computer processor operative to
weight data indicative of said constituent financial
objects based upon at least one accounting data rather
than price of said financial objects, said at least one
accounting data regarding the at least one entity, to
obtain data indicative of constituent weightings for each
of said constituent financial objects, and

wherein said storing subsystem comprises at least one
computer processor, and at least one memory coupled to
said at least one computer processor, said at least one
computer processor operative to at least one of access
from, provide, or store said data indicative of said con-
stituent financial objects and said constituent weightings
on at least one computer storage device,

wherein each of said financial objects comprises at least
one instrument,

wherein each of said financial objects comprises at least
one of:

a bond;

a fixed income debt instrument;

a debt instrument;

an emerging market debt instrument;

a high yield debt instrument;

a corporate debt instrument;

an investment grade debt instrument;

a debenture;

a bank loan;

a convertible bond;

a senior debt;

a subordinated debt;

a term loan;

a government debt instrument;

a government bond;

a corporate bond;

a high yield bond;

an emerging market bond;

a municipal bond debt instrument;

a treasury bond debt instrument;

a treasury bill debt instrument;

a mortgage based debt instrument;

a securitized debt instrument;

a security;

a stock;

a commodity;

a futures contract;

a mutual fund;

a hedge fund;

a fund of funds;

an exchange traded fund (ETF);

a derivative;

a negative weighting on any asset;

an asset account;
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a separate account;

a pooled trust; or

a limited partnership; and

wherein said at least one accounting data comprises at least
one of:

at least one financial metric of the at least one entity asso-
ciated with each of said constituent financial objects; or

at least one metric, level, rate or expenditure amount from
information disclosures of the at least one entity.

79. The system according to claim 78, wherein said analy-

sis host computer processing apparatus further comprises:

a normalization calculation sub-system operative to nor-
malize said data for said at least one accounting data
across said plurality of entities.

80. The system according to claim 78, wherein said at least
one accounting data used by said selection subsystem at least
one of differs from, or is the same as, said at least one account-
ing data used by said weighting function generating sub-
system.

81. The system according to claim 78, wherein said at least
one accounting data comprises at least one of:

revenue;

profitability;

sales;

total sales;

foreign sales,

domestic sales;

net sales;

gross sales;

profit margin;

operating margin;

retained earnings;

earnings per share;

book value;

book value adjusted for inflation;

book value adjusted for replacement cost;

book value adjusted for liquidation value;

dividends;

assets;

tangible assets;

intangible assets;

fixed assets;

property;

plant;

equipment;

goodwill;

replacement value of assets;

liquidation value of assets;

liabilities;

long term liabilities;

short term liabilities;

net worth;

research and development expense;

accounts receivable;

earnings before interest and tax (EBIT);

earnings before interest, taxes, dividends, and amortization
(EBITDA);

accounts payable;

cost of goods sold (CGS);

debt ratio;

budget;

capital budget;

cash budget;

direct labor budget;

factory overhead budget;

operating budget;

sales budget;
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inventory system;

type of stock offered;

liquidity;

book income;

tax income;

capitalization of earnings;

capitalization of goodwill;

capitalization of interest;

capitalization of revenue;

capital spending;

cash;

compensation;

employee turnover;

overhead costs;

credit rating;

growth rate;

tax rate;

liquidation value of entity;

capitalization of cash;

capitalization of earnings;

capitalization of revenue;

cash flow; or

future value of expected cash flow.

82. The system according to claim 78, wherein at least one
accounting data comprises a ratio of any combination of two
or more accounting data.

83. The system according to claim 82, wherein said ratio of
any combination of said accounting data comprise at least one
of:

current ratio;

debt ratio;

overhead expense as a percent of sales; or

debt service burden ratio.

84. The system according to claim 78, wherein said at least
one accounting data further comprises at least one demo-
graphic measure.

85. The system according to claim 78, wherein said at least
one demographic measure comprises at least one of:

a financial metric;

a nonfinancial metric;

a market metric;

a nonmarket related metric;

a measure relating to employees;

floor space;

office space;

location;

other demographics of an asset;

a demographic measure,

a population level,

an area,

a geographic area,

an economic factor,

a gross domestic product (GDP),

GDP growth,

a natural resource characteristic,

an energy metric,

a petroleum characteristic,

a resource consumption metric,

a petroleum consumption amount,

a liquid natural gas (LNG) characteristic,

a liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) characteristic,

an expenditures characteristic,

gross national income (GNI),

a debt characteristic,

a rate of inflation,

a rate of unemployment,

a reserves level,
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a population characteristic,

a corruption characteristic,

a democracy characteristic,

a social metric,

a political metric,

a per capita ratio of any of the foregoing;

a derivative of any foregoing; or

a ratio of any two or more of the foregoing.

86. The system of claim 78, further comprising:

a trading host computer processing apparatus, coupled to
said analysis host computer processing apparatus, and
operative to construct a portfolio of assets comprising
one or more trading assets based on said investable
accounting data based index, said trading host computer
processing apparatus comprising at least one of:

an index retrieval subsystem operative to retrieve said
investable accounting data based index;

a trading accounts management subsystem operative to
receive one or more data indicative of investment
amounts from one or more investors; or

a purchasing subsystem operative to permit purchasing of
one or more of said trading assets using said investment
amounts based on said investable accounting data based
index.

87. The system of claim 86, further comprising:

a trading accounts database coupled to said trading
accounts management subsystem, said trading accounts
database operative to at least one of provide access to, or
store said one or more data indicative of said investment
amounts.

88. The system of claim 86, further comprising:

an exchange host computer processing apparatus coupled
to said purchasing subsystem, said exchange host com-
puter processing apparatus operative to perform one or
more functions of said purchasing subsystem.

89. The system of claim 86, wherein said asset type com-

prises at least one of:

a fund;

a mutual fund;

a fund of funds;

an asset account;

an exchange traded fund (ETF);

a separate account, a pooled trust; or

a limited partnership.

90. The system according to claim 86, further comprising:
a subsystem operative to rebalance a pre-selected group of
trading assets based on said accounting data based index.

91. The system according to claim 90, wherein said rebal-
ancing is performed on at least one of: a periodic basis, or an
aperiodic basis.

92. The system according to claim 90, wherein said rebal-
ancing is based on at least one of the group of assets crossing
a predetermined threshold, or an occurrence of an event.

93. The system according to claim 86, further comprising:

applying one or more rules associated with said accounting
data based index.

94. The system according to claim 78, wherein the system
may be used for at least one of:

investment management, or

investment portfolio benchmarking.

95. The system of claim 78, wherein the selection sub-
system is operative to perform enhanced index investing,
comprising: computing said portfolio of assets in a fashion
wherein at least one of: holdings; performance; or character-
istics, are substantially similar to an external index.

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

104

96. A computer-implemented method of constructing data

indicative of an investable index of financial objects by at
least one computer processor, the method comprising:

receiving by the at least one computer processor data about
a plurality of entities and a plurality of corresponding
financial objects associated with the plurality of entities
from one or more databases storing and permitting
retrieval of such data;
selecting by the at least one computer processor a plurality
of said financial objects to construct an investable index
of financial objects,
wherein said selecting comprises:
selecting a plurality of financial objects to construct an
investable index of financial objects based on at least one
objective measure of scale associated with said entities
or said financial objects,
each of said entities comprising at least one of a region, a
country, a company, or a sovereign associated with said
each of said financial objects,
wherein said at least one objective measure of scale com-
prises at least one financial metric associated with one of
said entities or said financial objects other than the mar-
ket capitalization of said entities or the price of said
financial objects;
weighting by the at least one computer processor the plu-
rality of financial objects selected to construct the invest-
able index of financial objects, wherein said weighting
comprises:
determining a proportional weight for each financial object
based on at least one objective measure of scale associ-
ated with said entities or said financial objects;
wherein said at least one objective measure of scale
comprises at least one financial metric associated with
one of said entities or said financial objects other than
the market capitalization of said entities or the price of
said financial objects;
storing or providing by the at least one computer processor
the plurality of financial objects selected to construct the
index and the proportional weight for each of said finan-
cial objects;
wherein each of said financial objects comprises at least
one of:
a bond;
a fixed income debt instrument;
a debt instrument;
an emerging market debt instrument;
a high yield debt instrument;
a corporate debt instrument;
an investment grade debt instrument;
a debenture;
a bank loan;
a convertible bond;
a senior debt;
a subordinated debt;
a term loan;
a government debt instrument;
a government bond;
a corporate bond;
a high yield bond;
an emerging market bond;
a municipal bond debt instrument;
a treasury bond debt instrument;
a treasury bill debt instrument;
a mortgage based debt instrument;
a securitized debt instrument;
a security;
a stock;
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a commodity;
a futures contract;
a mutual fund;
a hedge fund;
a fund of funds;
an exchange traded fund (ETF);
a derivative;
a negative weighting on any asset;
an asset account;
a separate account;
a pooled trust; or
a limited partnership; and

managing by the at least one computer processor a portfo-
lio of financial objects based on said index of financial
objects, wherein said managing comprises at least one
of:

adjusting the financial objects that comprise said portfolio
based on changes to the at least one objective measure of
scale used to select the plurality of financial objects used
to construct the investable index of financial objects;

adjusting the relative weightings of the financial objects
that comprise said portfolio based on changes to the at
least one objective measure of scale used to weight the
plurality of financial objects used to construct the invest-
able index of financial objects;

rebalancing the relative weightings of the financial objects
that comprise said portfolio when the weighting of one
or more of said financial objects at least one of: exceeds
a threshold value, or deviates from a target weight; or

rebalancing the relative weightings of the financial objects
that comprise said portfolio to minimize turnover of said
financial objects.

97. The method of claim 96, wherein:

said selecting based on said at least one objective measure
of scale comprises selecting wherein said at least one
financial metric comprises any dividends.

98. The method of claim 97, wherein:

said selecting wherein said financial metric comprises any
dividends comprises selecting based on a calculation
based on said dividends exceeding a minimum value.

99. The method of claim 98, wherein:

said selecting based on a calculation based on said divi-
dends comprises selecting based on a calculation based
on said dividends comprising a sum of total dividends
paid over a period of time.

100. The method of claim 96, wherein:

said selecting based on said at least one objective measure
of scale comprises selecting wherein said at least one
financial metric comprises earnings.

101. The method of claim 100, wherein:

said selecting based on said at least one financial metric
comprising earnings comprises selecting based on said
earnings being positive over a period of time.

102. The method of claim 96, wherein:

said selecting comprises sorting said plurality of financial
objects into one or more sets of financial objects based
on said at least one objective measure of scale.

103. The method of claim 96, wherein:

said selecting comprises sorting said plurality of financial
objects into one or more sets of financial objects based
on a derivative of said at least one objective measure of
scale.

104. The method of claim 96, wherein:

said weighting based on said at least one objective measure
of scale comprises weighting based on any dividends.
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105. The method of claim 96, wherein:

said weighting based on said at least one objective measure
of scale comprises weighting based on earnings.

106. The method of claim 96, wherein:

said selecting comprises selecting a plurality of said finan-
cial objects to construct an index of financial objects
from a universe of said entities or said financial objects.

107. The method of claim 106, wherein:

said universe comprises at least one of: a sector, a market,
a market sector, an industry sector, a geographic sector,
an international sector, a sub-industry sector, a govern-
ment issue sector or a tax-exempt sector.

108. A system for constructing data indicative of an invest-

able index of financial objects by at least one computer pro-
cessor comprising:

the at least one computer processor being coupled to at
least one data network;
wherein the at least one data network comprises a con-
nection or a coupling to at least one database adapted
to store and adapted to permit at least one of access or
retrieval of data;
wherein said data comprises data about a plurality of
entities and a plurality of corresponding financial
objects associated with the plurality of entities;
the at least one computer processor being configured to:
receive from the at least one data network data about a
plurality of entities and a plurality of corresponding
financial objects associated with the plurality of enti-
ties from said one or more databases;
select a plurality of said financial objects to construct an
index of financial objects based on said data received
from the at least one data network, wherein said select
comprises wherein the at least one computer proces-
sor being configured to:
select a plurality of financial objects to construct an
index of financial objects based on at least one
objective measure of scale associated with said
entities or said financial objects,
said entity comprising at least one of a region, a coun-
try, a company, or a sovereign associated with said
financial object,
wherein said at least one objective measure of scale
comprises at least one financial metric associated
with one of said entities or said financial objects
other than the market capitalization of said entities
or the price of said financial objects;
weight by the plurality of financial objects selected to
construct the index of financial objects, wherein said
weight comprises wherein the at least one computer
processor being configured to:
determine a proportional weight for each financial
object based on at least one objective measure of
scale associated with said entities or said financial
objects;
wherein said at least one objective measure of scale
comprises at least one financial metric associated
with one of said entities or said financial objects
other than the market capitalization of said entities
or the price of said financial objects;
store or provide wherein the at least one computer proces-
sor being configured to store or provide the plurality of
financial objects selected to construct the index and the
proportional weight for each of said financial objects;
wherein each of said financial objects comprises at least
one of:
a bond;
a fixed income debt instrument;
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a debt instrument;

an emerging market debt instrument;
a high yield debt instrument;

a corporate debt instrument;

an investment grade debt instrument;
a debenture;

a bank loan;

a convertible bond;

a senior debt;

a subordinated debt;

a term loan;

a government debt instrument;

a government bond;

a corporate bond;

a high yield bond;

an emerging market bond;

a municipal bond debt instrument;
a treasury bond debt instrument;

a treasury bill debt instrument;

a mortgage based debt instrument;
a securitized debt instrument;

a security;

a stock;

a commodity;

a futures contract;

a mutual fund;

a hedge fund;

a fund of funds;

an exchange traded fund (ETF);

a derivative;

a negative weighting on any asset;
an asset account;

a separate account;

a pooled trust; or

a limited partnership; and
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manage a portfolio of financial objects based on said

index of financial objects,

wherein said manage comprises wherein the at least one
computer processor being configured to at least one

of:

adjust the financial objects that comprise said portfo-
lio based on changes to the at least one objective
measure of scale used to select the plurality of
financial objects used to construct the index of 45

financial objects;

adjust the relative weightings of the financial objects
that comprise said portfolio based on changes to the
at least one objective measure of scale used to
weight the plurality of financial objects used to

construct the index of financial objects;

rebalance the relative weightings of the financial
objects that comprise said portfolio when the
weight of one or more of said financial objects at

least one of:

exceeds a threshold value; or deviates from a target
weight; or rebalance the relative weightings of the
financial objects that comprise said portfolio to
minimize turnover of said financial objects.
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109. The system of claim 108, wherein:

said select based on said at least one objective measure of
scale comprises wherein the at least one computer pro-
cessor being configured to select wherein said at least
one financial metric comprises any dividends.

110. The system of claim 109, wherein:

said select wherein said financial metric comprises any
dividends and comprises wherein the at least one com-
puter processor being configured to select based on a
calculation based on said dividends exceeding a mini-
mum value.

111. The system of claim 110, wherein:

said select based on a calculation based on said dividends
comprises wherein the at least one computer processor
being configured to select based on a calculation based
on said dividends comprising a sum of total dividends
paid over a period of time.

112. The system of claim 108, wherein:

said select based on said at least one objective measure of
scale comprises wherein the at least one computer pro-
cessor being configured to select wherein said at least
one financial metric comprises earnings.

113. The system of claim 112, wherein:

said select based on said at least one financial metric com-
prising earnings and comprises wherein the at least one
computer processor being configured to select based on
said earnings being positive over a period of time.

114. The system of claim 108, wherein: said select com-

prises wherein the at least one computer processor being
configured to sort said plurality of financial objects into one or
more sets of financial objects based on said at least one
objective measure of scale.

115. The system of claim 108, wherein:

said select comprises wherein the at least one computer
processor being configured to sort said plurality of
financial objects into one or more sets of financial
objects based on a derivative of said at least one objec-
tive measure of scale.

116. The system of claim 108, wherein:

said weight based on said at least one objective measure of
scale comprises wherein the at least one computer pro-
cessor being configured to weight based on any divi-
dends.

117. The system of claim 108, wherein:

said weight based on said at least one objective measure of
scale comprises wherein the at least one computer pro-
cessor being configured to weight based on earnings.

118. The system of claim 108, wherein:

said select comprises wherein the at least one computer
processor being configured to select a plurality of said
financial objects to construct an index of financial
objects from a universe of said entities or said financial
objects.

119. The system of claim 118, wherein:

said universe comprises at least one of: a sector, a market,
a market sector, an industry sector, a geographic sector,
an international sector, a sub-industry sector, a govern-
ment issue sector or a tax-exempt sector.
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