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3. Claims. 

The main object of this invention is the pro 
Vision of a novel airtight cover lifter or releaser 
for containers such as cans which contain shoe 
polish, whereby the cover may be quickly released 
So that it may be readily removed. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a releasing attachment. On the rim of the cover 
and to so construct and attach the same that 
the cover at that point is perfectly airtight. 
The above and other objects will become ap 

parent in the description below, in which charac 
ters of reference refer to like-named parts in the 
a CCOmpanying drawing. 

Referring briefly to the drawing, Figure 1 is 
a plan view of a shoe polish can provided with 
the releasing attachment. 

Figure 2 is a side elevational view of the same, 
partly in Section, Showing the releasing lug in 
inactive position. 

Figure 3 is a view Similar to Figure 2, ShoWing 
the releasing lug in active position. 

Figure 4 is a cross-sectional view of the cover 
taken on the line 4-4 of Figure 1. 

Figure 5 is a cross-sectional view of the cover 
taken on the line 5-5 of Figure 2. 

Figure 6 is a fragmentary front elevational 
view of the cover, looking to Ward the attach 
ment. 
Figure 7 is a fragmentary side elevational View 

of the cover, showing the attachment in full lines. 
Figure 8 is a cross-sectional View of the at 

tachment per se, taken on the line 8-8 of Fig 
tire 4. 

Referring in detail to the drawing, the nu 
meral O represents the body portion of the can 
having the peripheral lip f . The cover 2 of 
the can has a peripheral wall 3 which telescopes 
over the lip to close the container. 
At one portion of the Wall 3, an opening is 

provided in which a hollow rubber or composition 
member or sleeve 4 is inserted. That portion 
of the sleeve indicated at 5, which lies within 
the inside of the cover 2, is formed with a greater 
diameter to provide a flange 6 Which serves to 
prevent Withdrawal of the sleeve 4 from the 
cover. A groove 7 of reduced diameter has the 
periphery of the said opening in the cover reg 
istering therein and locking the sleeve 4 on the 
cover. It is obvious that this mode of attachment 
of the rubber sleeve 4 seals the Said opening, 
and thereby prevents air from passing between 
the opening and the sleeve. This sleeve 4 with 
its groove 7 and the flange 6 are all of one 
piece of molded rubber or other Suitable material. 
The sleeve 4 is provided with an L-shaped 

(C. 220-43) 
opening which communicates from outside the 
cover to the inside of the cover, the horizontal 
portion of this opening being shown at 8, and 
the vertical portion at 9. A shoulder 20 extends 
from the upper edge of the opening 18 and is 
provided with depending walls 2 and 22. The 
Opening 9 is similarly provided with a pair of 
Walls 23 and 24. Thus, the opposite side walls 
of the continuous opening 8-9 are mutually 
parallel throughout. A substantially L-shaped 
bell crank. 24 having a handle portion 25 at one 
end and a lug 26 at the other, is pivotally mount 
ed Within the Opening 8-9 on a pin 27 Sup 
ported in the opposite walls 23 and 24 of the 
sleeve 4. It is to be noted that the handle 25 
is bent slightly toward the cover 2. When 
the can is closed, the member 24 is in the posi 
tion shown in Figure 4, with the upper edge 28 
of the lug 26 lying flush against the underside 
of the extension 20 above the opening 8, there 
by sealing the opening at that point. The sides 
of the lug 26 are further sealed by the close con 
tact of the walls 2 and 22 against the lug. 26. 
The bottom of the opening 8 is also sealed by 
contact of the rounded midportion of the men 
ber 24 with the lower surface of the opening 8. 
Additional complete sealing of the opening 8-9 
is illustrated in Figure 4 and need not be fur 
ther elucidated. It is thus obvious that the cover 
2 is airtight at and around, as well as through, 

the sleeve 4, which assures preservation of the 
Contents of the can against drying out when the 
Container is closed. 
The operation of releasing the cover 2 from 

the body () is simple and consists in rotating the 
handle 25 toward the cover. It is to be noted. 
that when the can is closed, the lower edge of the 
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lug 26 rests against the lip of the body (9. 
Consequently, the above-mentioned rotation of 
the handle, 25 forces the lip downward from 
the cover 2, thus raising that portion of the 
cover 2 so as to permit easy removal of the 
cover from the body. When the cover is restored 
to the body, contact of the lip against the lug 
26 automatically restores the handle 25 to its 45 
closed or inactive position shown in Figure 4. 

Obviously, modifications inform and structure 
may be made Without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the invention. 
I claim: 
1. An airtight cover releasing attachment for 

a container having a removable cover provided 
With a side Wall having an opening therethrough, 
comprising a sleeve mounted on said side wall and 
projecting therethrough, an L-shaped opening 
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2 
extending through said sleeve, a bell crank piv 
otally mounted in said sleeve and extending 
through Said sleeve opening, said bell crank hav 
ing a handle on One end outside said cover and a 
lug on the other end inside said cover, said lug 
resting on the lip of the body of the container 
When the can is closed by Said cover, rotation 
of said handle toward said cover causing said lug 
to force said lip away from said cover to release 
the latter, the walls of said L-shaped opening 
lying flush against and frictionally engaging said 
bell crank, said sleeve having a peripheral groove 
intermediate its length, the periphery of said 
cover opening registering in said groove to lock 
Said Sleeve On Said COWer. 

2. An airtight cover releasing attachment for a 
container having a removable cover provided 
with a side wall having an opening therethrough, 
comprising a sleeve mounted on said side wall and 
projecting therethrough, an L-shaped opening 
extending through said sleeve, a bell crank piv 
otally mounted in said sleeve and extending 
through said sleeve opening, said bell crank hav 
ing a handle on one end outside said cover and a 
lug on the other end inside said cover, said lug 
resting on the lip of the body of the container 
when the can is closed by said cover, rotation of 
said handle toward said cover causing Said lug 
to force said lip away from said cover to release 
the latter, the wall of said L-shaped opening lying 
flush against and frictionally engaging said bell 

2,100,558 
crank, said sleeve having a peripheral groove in 
termediate its length, the periphery of said cover 
opening registering in said groove to lock said 
sleeve on said cover, said sleeve having a Widened 
flange on the inside of said cover. 

3. An airtight cover releasing attachment for a 
container having a removable cover provided 
With a side wall having an opening therethrough, 
comprising a sleeve mounted on said side wall and 
projecting therethrough, an L-shaped opening 
extending through said sleeve, a bell crank piv 
otally mounted in said sleeve and extending 
through said sleeve opening, said bell crank hav 
ing a handle on One end outside said cover and a 
lug on the other end inside said cover, said lug 
resting on the lip of the body of the container 
When the can is closed by said cover, rotation of 
said handle toward said cover causing said lug to 
force said lip away from said cover to release the 
latter, the Wall of said L-shaped opening lying 
flush against and frictionally engaging said bell 
crank, said sleeve having a peripheral groove in 
termediate its length, the periphery of said cover 
Opening registering in Said groove to lock said 
sleeve on said cover, said sleeve having a widened 
flange on the inside of said cover, said sleeve hav 
ing a projection at the top of Said opening inside 
said cover to serve as an upper limit stop and seal 
for said lug. 

DIMITRIJE M. ZIVANOW. 
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