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This invention relates to a device for carrying
and dispensing marbles.

It is an object of the invention to provide an
attractive container for carrying ‘marbles ‘which
is constructed simply 'so as to be manufactured
economically and which ot the same time is pro-
vided with » simple dispensing mechsnism which
can be actuated to discharge marbles from the
container one at a time.

A further object of the invention resides in the
provision of a marble carrying container having
transparent side walls spaced apart to maintain
the marbles in a single plane in the container so
that the marbles may be counted readily without
‘removal from the container.

Another object of the invention is to provide a
marble carrying device having parallel side walls
spaced apart to accommodate & single marple and
a bottom wall inclined downwardly at one end,
the side walls and bottom wall cooperating to
hold the marbles in a single plane and dirvect
them into a marble dispensing mechanism at the
lower end of the bottom wall.

In the drawings:

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the marble car-
rying device of this invention having portions
removed to show the dispensing mechanism and
the means employed for preventing the ‘marbles
from falling out of the container.

Figure 2 is an end view of the device.

Figure 3 is g sectional view taken substantially
along the lines 3—3 in Figure 1.

Figure 4 is g sectional view taken substantially
along the lines 4—4 in Figure 1.

Referring to the drawings, the marble carrying
device is shown in the form of a case §§ which
is comprised of two half sections 12 and {4 ‘which
are secured together along central parting sur-
faces 1§ as by cementing or other means. Sec-
tion 12 of case {6 is provided with a peripheral
flange 18 which seats on a peripheral shoulder
20 on section {4 so that the sections may -be
cemented or otherwise secured together in a very
rigid manner. Case {2 is preferably molded of g
transparent plastic material with the side walls
22 and 28 of sections 12 and {4 spaced apart in
the assembled condition a distance only slightly
greater than the diameter of the marbles to be
contained within the case. Side walls 22 and 24
are generally parallel so that the marbles are
contained within the case in a single vertical
plane. A pair of brackets 26 are molded in rear
wall 24, said brackets being adapted to suspend
the case from the wearer’s belt.

At its lower end case 10 is provided with 3 bot-
tom wall 28 which slopes downwardly towards
one end of the container. At said lower end wall
28 is provided with g concavity 23 centrally
slotted as at 30. Within slotted portion 39 of
concavity 28 there is pivotally supported a wheel
member 32 having three arcuately shaped fingers
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34. Pingers 34 are located centrally between
walls {2 and {4 and are shaped to provide three
pockets 35 each of which is adapted to -accom-
modate a single marble 38:as is shown in Figure 1.
The iower end of the front wall 49 of case (0 is
apertured as at 42 adjacent the slotted portion
38, Aperture 42 is dimensioned so as to permit
only one marble at-a time to be ‘discharged there-
through. The axis 44 of whesl member 32 is
positioned in alignment with front wall 49 so that
when the wheel member is rotated fingers 34 are
suecessively pivoted through slot 38 and aperture
42 to a position projecting outwardly beyond the
front wall 48 of the contaifier. The outer ends of
fingers 84 are provided with serrations 4§ ‘Which
Tacilitate the manual actuation of wheel 32.

Side walls 12 and 1§ are extended downwardly
beyond the bottom wall 28 and concavity 29 at
the lower end of case 1§ 50 as to provide a shield
portion 48 at each side of wheel 32 which ‘sub-
stantially encloses fingers 38 below bottom wall
28. The fingers are thus exposed around only
atout one-third the circumference of wheel 32.

The upper wall 56 of case 1§ is apertured as at
52 to provide an opening through which the mar-
bles may be inserted into the container, A leaf
spring 84 is positioned against the inner surface
of top wall 58 with its free end extending across
opening 52 s0 as to prevent marbles from falling
out of the container through the opening.
Spring §4 has a downwardly bent shoulder por-
tion 66 at the anchored end thereof which is
engaged between a lug 58 in walls (2 and 14 and
a shoulder §9 in wall 58 so as to hold the spring
In the assembled position.

When it is desired to fill the container with
marbles, the marbles are pressed through open-
ing 52 one-at a time 50 a8 to flex gpring 54 down-
wardly and thereby provide clearance for the
passage of the marbles. It will be observed that
spring B4 prevents the marbles from falling out
of opening 52 if the case is accidentally or other-
wise inverted. The marbles can be discharged
from the container only through opening 42, and
then only by actuating wheel 32, When it is
desired to discharge a marble from within the
container wheel 32 is rotated in g clockwise direc-
tion. This operation is facilitated by the serra-
tions 4% at the end of each finger member 34.
Since bottom wall 28 of the case is inclined down-~
wardly towards wheel 32 it will be appreciated
that the marbles will gravitate to the lower end
of the case, the lowermost marble oceupying con-
cavity 29, in which position it overlies slot '30.
When wheel 32 is rotated the finger 34 within slot
39 picks up the marble in concavity 29 and carries
it upwardly and out through opening 42. Tt will
be noted that when one of the fingers 34 is in the
marble receiving position within slot 38 ag is
shown in Figure 1 the next successive fingerin a
clockwise direction -obstructs -opening 42 and
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thereby prevents the marbles from being dis-
charged from the case unless wheel 32 is rotated.

As soon as one of the fingers 34 discharges a
marble through opening 42 the next succeeding
finger is positioned within slot 30 to receive the
marble which has gravitated into concavity 29.

Whenever one of the marbles is discharged '

through opening 42 it will be noted that another
marble automatically advances to the position
overlving slot 38 in concavity 29 and at least
momentarily obstructs the further rotation of
wheel 32. This momentary obstruction is due to
the fact that as the marble seated within con-
cavity 28 is picked up by fingers 34 in pocket 36
and rotated toward aperture 42 it pushes out of
its way surrounding marbles in the container so
that the obstruction produced by these other
marbles must be overcome before one of the
fingers 34 can be rotated upwardly through slot
3. This action results in a step by step move-
ment of wheel 32 which enables the marbles to
be discharged one at a time and prevents the
marbles from being discharged accidentally.
It will thus be seen that I have provided a
very attractive marble carrier from which the
marbles are not apt to become acecidentally dis-
charged. The spacing of the transparent side
walls- of the container to accommodate & single
marble not only enables the child to count his
marbles without removing them from the case
- put also provides a very atiractive marble car-
rier when filled with colored marbles. In addi-
tion the side walls cooperate with the down-
wardly inclined bottom wall ¢f the case s0O that
the marbles are fed one at a time into concavity
29 in which position they are adapted to he
picked up by fingers 84 and discharged throusgh
opening 42. By designing the marble dispensing
wheel so that when one of the fingers 24 lies
- within slot 38 the next succeeding finger blocks
opening 42, it will be appreciated that the marbles
- can be discharged only by rotating the wheel.
The shield portion 48 at the lower end of the
‘container substantially encloses the fingers 24
around the lower portion of their relative move-
ment and the likelihood of accidentally rotating
wheel 32 as by rubbing against the clothing of
the wearer or the like is therefore reduced to
a2 minimum.
I claim:
1. A marble carrying and dispensing device
comprising a container having side walls and a
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" pottom wall, said bottom wall being inclined

downwardly toward one end of said container,’

sald side walls being spaced apart a distance
“'only slightly greater than the diameter of the
“marbles so as to maintain the marbles in said
container ‘in a single plane extending upwardly
" from said bottom wall, said container having an
aperture -at the lower end thereof, said aperture
having a slotted portion and an enlarged por-
tion, a wheel member mounted for rotation in
said aperture on an axis extending transverse-
1y of the plane of said sidewalls, said wheel mem-
. ber having a thickness corresponding to the width
of said slotted portion and being arranged to
"pormally obstruct the passage of marbles
through the enlarged portion of said aperture,
said wheel member having a plurality of cir-
cumferentially spaced marble receiving pockets
therein each adapted to accommodate a single
marble, said pockets being arranged to bodily
carry a marble out of said container through
. the enlarged portion of said aperture when said
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wheel member is rotated, said slotted portion
being narrower than the marbles.

2. A marble carrying and dispensing device
comprising a container having side walls and a
pottom wall, said bottom wall being inclined
downwardly toward one end of said container,
said side walls being spaced apart a distance
only slightly greater than the diameter of the
marbles so as to maintain the marbles in said
container in a single plane extending upwardly
from said bottom wall, said container having an
aperture at the lower end thereof and a slot
connected with said aperture, and slot being of
a width insufficient to pass a marble there-
through, a wheel member mounted for rotation
in said aperture and slot on an axis exfending
transversely of the plane of said sidewalls, said
wheel member being arranged to normally ob-
struct the passage of marbles through said aper-
ture, said wheel member having a plurality of
circumferentially spaced marble receiving pockets
therein each adapted to accommodate a single
marble, said pockets being arranged to bodily
carry a marble out of said container through
said aperture when said wheel member is ro-
tated, said wheel member having peripheral por-
tions thereof projecting outwardly beyond the
walls of said container whereby said wheel may
be rotated with a step by step movement by en-
gaging said outwardly projecting peripheral por-
tions with the fingers.

3. A marble carrying and dispensing device
comprising a container having sidewalls and a
pottom wall inclined downwardly foward one
end of the container, said container having an
aperture at said lower end, a wheel member
mounted on said container for rotation in said
aperture on an axis generally paraliel to the
plane of said bottom wall, means on said wheel
forming a plurality of circumferentially spaced
marble receiving pockets, said pockets being
shallower than the marbles so that the marbles
in said pockets extend outwardly beyond the
periphery of said wheel, said aperture having a
discharge portion spaced above the axis of said
wheel and above said bottom wall and dis-
posed in the path of said means forming marble
receiving pockets on said wheel, said portion
of said aperture being of a size to accommodate
a single marble, whereby when said wheel is ro-
tated said marbles gravitate into said marhle
receiving pockets and are carried upwardly by
said wheel and discharged one at a time through
said portion of said aperture spaced above said
bottom wall. o

4, The combination as set forth in claim 3

“wherein said means forming said pockets are

spaced apart circumferentially of said wheel such
that when the wheel is rotated, said portion of
said aperture above said bottom wall is ob-
structed by at least one of said means whereby
the marbles in said container not disposed within
said pockets are prevented from being dis-
charged.
WILLIAM V. SINES.
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