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No. 790,281. 

UNITED STATES 
Patented May 23, 1905. 

PATENT OFFICE. 
WILLIAM B. BOSTWICK, OF LASALLE, ILLINOIS. 

MEANS FOR GUARDING AGAINST THE REUSE OF BOTTLES. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 790,281, dated May 23, 1905. 
Application filed January 21, 1905, Serial No. 242,170, 

To all, whom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM B. BOSTWICK, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at La 
sale, in the county of LaSalle and State of 
Illinois, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Means for Guarding 
Against the Reuse of Bottles, of which the 
following is a specification. 

This invention combines with a bottle means 
to facilitate detection in the event of the dealer 
attempting to refill the same after being emp 
tied or its contents partly drawn off. 
The invention consists of a series of cou 

pons or like indicating means attached to the 
exterior of the bottle and running in a line 
from near the top to the bottom, said cou 
pons being comparatively narrow and adapt 
ed to be readily detached to correspond ap 
proximately with the change of level of the 
contents of the bottle as the liquid is poured 
off. - 

For a full description of the invention and 
the merits thereof and also to acquire a knowl 
edge of the details of construction of the 
means for effecting the result reference is to 
be had to the following description and ac 
companying drawings. 
While the invention may be adapted to dif 

ferent forms and conditions by changes in the 
structure and minor details without depart 
ing from the spirit or essential features there 
of, still the preferred embodiment thereof is 
shown in the accompanying drawings, in 
which- - 

Figure 1 is a side view of a bottle embody 
ing the invention. Fig. 2 is a view similar 
to Fig. 1, showing a number of the coupons 
removed corresponding with the amount of 
liquid poured off. Fig. 3 is a detail perspec 
tive view of a coupon-strip or analogous in 
dicating means. 
Corresponding and like parts are referred 

to in the following description and indicated 
in all the views of the drawings by the same 
reference characters. 

In the preferable construction a strip of 
sheet material, such as paper, is Subdivided 
by break-lines 1 to provide a series of cou 
pons 2, which may be of any determinate 

width, usually about one-half inch. Each of 
the coupons has printed thereon or is other 
wise provided with suitable matter directing 
attention to the manner of using the inven 
tion, so as to apprise the observing customer 
of any attempt on the part of the dealer to 
pass off a spurious article. The preferable 
matter appearing on each of the coupons reads 
as follows: "Accept no bottle of this whiskey 
without these coupons. See that the level of 
the contents of this bottle is not over one 
inch from the level of these coupons, either 
over or under.’ 
The strip of coupons is indicated at A, and 

one end of the coupons is reduced, as shown 
at 3, to provide a tab to admit of the coupons 
being easily and conveniently gripped when 
they are to be torn off. The coupons range 
from near the top of the bottle to the bottom 
and may be affixed to the bottle in any man 
ner to hold them in place, and yet admit of 
their ready removal when required as the liq 
uid is poured off. It is the intention to secure 
the coupons to the bottle by a suitable adhe 
sive-such as gum, paste, or glue-a portion 
of the coupons being loose to enable the same 
to be gripped when it is required to remove 
the coupons. It is contemplated to attach the 
coupons at one end to the bottle and leave the 
opposite end portion free. In practice an 
edge portion of the strip of coupons has an 
adhesive applied thereto and is affixed to the 
bottle by pressing the strip thereon in the 
well-known manner. 
When the bottle is filled, the topmost cou 

pon corresponds approximately to the level 
of the liquid. When a portion of the con 
tents is poured off, one or more coupons is 
torn off corresponding to the change of level 
of the liquid to indicate the same approxi 
mately. Usage will establish the custom re 
quiring the coupons to be removed as the level 
of the liquid in the bottle lowers, and these 
coupons may be torn off either by the dealer 
or the customer. Should the level of the liq 
uid in the bottle exceed that indicated by the 
coupons to any material degree, the customer 
"may rightfully look with suspicion upon the 
genuineness of the article contained in the bot 
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tle. Obviously, a slight variation either above 
or under the level indicated by the coupons 
may be overlooked. 
While paper is the preferred material em 

ployed as the indicating means, it is to be un 
derstood that within the purview of the in 
vention it is contemplated to utilize indicat 
ing means which will admit of comparatively 
small portions being detached to correspond 
with the small quantity poured off from the 
bottle at different times, thereby reasonably 
assuring the customer of obtaining the desired 
brand of goods designated by the label. The 
means shown is preferred because of the ex 
treme simplicity and practicability thereof. 

Having thus described the invention, what 
is claimed as new is 

1. In combination with a bottle, indicating 
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means comprising a series of coupons attached 
at one end to the bottle and having the oppo 
site end portion loose and formed with a tab to 
admit of the same being conveniently gripped 
when it is required to detach a coupon from 
the bottle. 

2. In combination with a bottle, a coupon 
strip subdivided by break-lines into a plural 
ity of coupons and having an edge portion se 
cured to the bottle and the opposite edge por 
tion loose. 
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In testimony whereof I aflix my signature in 3o 
presence of two witnesses. 

WII,IIAM B. BOSTWICK. I. S. 
Witnesses: 

P. J. BRADY, 
H. N. HACKAAN. 

  


