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1
... The invention pertainsitoopen toprefrigerators
wand umore ;particularly :to:a convenient ridoor
sopeningrand-viewing arrangement:foritopropen-
singsrefrigerators.
itrisanobject-of:dhe sinvention:to
~top* opening srefrigerator: with: a sdoor vwhich xis
-convenient:to-opensand:iclose; and;which-in sthe
ropen:position. helds -wiewing:means:up:in:a eon-
sspicuous and-easily; observed position.

UIt-ds alsosan objectiofr the:invention: tosprovide
-ai top:-opening refrigerator: with such:a wview:pre-
ssenting: door:inra welldlluminated arrangement.

~It dsia further:object-of -my invention to pre-
tvide.isuch: a--door: opening  and wview: presenting
«arrapgement;:in:which-the wviewing -means -isron
ran-ouber-surface of the:door so:as to-be exposed
-torroem air;rather than:to.the :cold air:inithe
~refrigerator;:when the:door:is-closed.

-Anether. object.of:the invention ds to;providea

stopiopening rrefrigerator.with:sweh:a-door:open-

<ingrand-viewing-arrangement.in. which- the:view-
-ing-element is-a-display:card-or:sign. .

~A.fusther .object:of the dinvention-is.to provide

such a door opening and viewing arrangement:in

which:the viewing etement is a mirror or reflector &

suitably disposed for presenting a convenient
view:of - the contents:of the itop openingirefrig-
erator. .

Further objects arid advantages are within the

scope~of my invention, -such as relate “to the

“arrangement,-operation-and “funétion of“the-re-
Hated-elements-of the-structure; to various-details
“of colistruétion-and-to combinations of parts;ele-
tptents per-se,~and-to-economies~of mantifacture

‘and numerous -other-featuresias-will be-apparent .

‘from-=q -consideration-of the speéification-in-con~
‘junction :«with - the -drawings<diselosing ~specific
rembediments of the-invention; incwhich:

“Fig, Vs a-front-elevatiohtl view sheowing: a
Hop openimg: refrigerator provided with'+adoor
opening and viewing arrangement in accordance
with the present invention;

Fig. 2 is an end elevational view thereof, par-
tially broken away; and

Fig. 3 is a similar view showing another em.
bodiment of the invention.

Referring more particularly to Figs. 1 and 2 it
will be seen that my invention is illustratively
disclosed as installed on a conventional top open-
ing refrigerator 1l having thermal insulating
walls 13 enclosing a storage compartment 15,
open at the top.

Rising from and above the rear portion of the
refrigerator cabinet 11 is an overhead or hood
structure 17T provided with suitable conventional
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ssockets’ 19:for-supporting-an:electricriightsource
2 1y whichrmay he:aconventional fluorescentitube
typerofcelectric lamp. ‘The -hood comprises-:a
~front shield:23 toraidtin reflecting the light.down-
swardly-and-which-protects the eyes-of the:opera-
-tor fromi:directly leoking:into.the:dight.

“In accordance -withymy . invention;-the-door:pro-
:vided-for the top opening refrigerator comprises
7a ;frontdoor. or:closure;panel-25.and.-a rear-door

orrclosure-panel 21. “These:door:panels:are of-a
:length. greater:than:the:length-of the top-open-
zing-ito. the:storage: compartment: andthe swidths
~of these door panels-is-such -that the:combined
swidth:is-greater than:the width-of the top: open-
‘ing-of the storage:compartment. -The front-edge
vof the rearipanel:is:pivotallyisecured to-the rear
«wedge:of the front:panel. by -hinges-28. :The rear
-edge of the:xear door:panel:27T:is-secured on-the
‘toprof ‘the refrigerator-cabinet, by-hinge-means
29, at a-position:sufficiently spaced backrof the
-rear-side:ofrthe top opening.of the:storage :com-
~partment so-that-both-deor-panels can-be -folded
back: from the!top-opening -to -stand upon ithe
~eabinet; as shown. The.width of the front’door
:panel:25.may 'be:made slightly. greater-than-the
swidth of-the-rear :door panel 21, so-that when
~folded back-the two:door:panels will:stand sub-
»stantially .like-the legs .of nan .inverted -V, as
~shewn, for..effectively exhibiting:a wviewing -ele-
“ment:31,which may be:a display cafd or:poster:34
»which-is:mounted-orrsecured-on the.outer surface
-of:the:front.door panel. . -Not only:is-the viewing
means 31 thus held up in:a:conspicuous position
:for~ebservation,~but in-this: pesition::it is.also
‘moreeffeatively {lluminated: by~ the;light from
‘thealight-source:2(. A -handle/33:is ;provided:on
the; outer-side of the frent.edge of the front door
ranel,.for convenience in:drawingithe:door:down
4oflat-closed position :as represented by:.idotted
Jines. in:Fig. 2. .Also.the.handle:33: facilitates
starting to open the door to the partially open
position, as represented by dotted lines in Fig. 2,
after which it is merely pushed back to stand
in folded position on the rear ledge, as shown in
full lines. A strip 35 is secured along the edge
of one door panel to close the joint between the
two door panels.

Or the viewing element 31 may be a mirror or
reflector 31’, for showing a conveniently reflected
view of the interior of the storage compartment
and the contents thereof, as shown in Fig. 3. For
this purpose the width of the front door panel
25 is made slightly less than the width of the
rear door panel 27 so that when folded back the
panels will stand in a position to lean, the front
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panel inclining forward and downwardly to hold
the mirror 31’ at a suitable angular position for
observation, as shown in Fig. 3, where the dotted
lines and arrows represent the line of vision. To
close the refrigerator, the handle 33 on the edge
of the front door panel is merely pulled forward
and the two door panels are closed down flat as
in the first embodiment, previously described.
‘The “widths” of the door panels previously dis-
cussed has reference to the dimensions which lie
in coextensive relation from front to back, when
the cabinet is closed thereby.

It is apparent that within the scope of my
invention  modifications and different arrange-
ments may be made other than herein disclosed,
and the present disclosure is illustrative merely,
the invention comprehending variations thereof.

What is ciaimed as the invention is:

1. In a door opening and viewing arrangement
for a top opening refrigerator the combination
of, thermal insulating wall means enclosing a
cabinet having a storage compartment with a
top opening, a front door panel, a rear door panel,
the length of each of said door panels being
greater than the length of the top opening of
the cabinet from side-to-side, the combined co-
extendable widths of the two dcor panels being
greater than the width of the top opening from
front~to-back for covering said top opening when
closed down in a coextending relation thereon,
hinge means pivotally securing the rear edge of
the rear door panecl on the top of said cabinet
at a position spaced rearwardly from the rear
edge of the top opening suitably to provide space
for receiving both door panels folded back from
said top opening, hinge means pivotally joining
the front edge of the rear door panel to the rear
edge of the front door panel so that by laying
the two joined door panels coextensively upon
the top of the cabinet the top opening can he
closed and it can be opened by turning the piv-
otally joined edges of the panels up, the dimen~
sions of said panels having relative widths which
facilitate folding the two panels back upon the
top of the cabinet in an up-standing relation to
the rear of the opening for convenient access
into the storage compartment, and viewed means
on the outer surface of the front door panel for
exposure to room air when the door is closed
down upon the cabinet and exposed frontwardly
for convenient observation when the door is
opened up and folded back in an up-standing po-
sition upon the cabinet.

2. A door opening and viewing arrangement
for a top opening refrigerator in accordance with
claim 1 and further characterized by said viewed
means being a display to be held up for con-
spicuous exhibition when the cabinet is opened,
and the width of the front door panel being
sufficiently great compared to the width of the
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rear door panel so that when opened the front
door panel is exposed to the front and slightly
inclined upwardly with the two panels standing
in an inverted V relation.

3. In a door opsning and viewing arrangement
for a top opening refrigerator the combination
of, thermal insulating wall means enclosing a
cabinet having an open top storage compart-
ment, a front door panel, a rear door panel, the
length of each door panel being greater than the
length of the top opening and the combined co-
extendable widths of the door panels being great-
er than the width of said top opening from front
to back for covering said top opening when
closed down in a coextending relation thereon,
hinge means pivotally securing the rear edge of
the rear door panel on the top of said cabinet
at a position spaced rearwardly from the rear
edge of the top opening suitably for providing
sufficient space to receive both door panels in
up-standing relation thereon -and folded back
from the top opening, hinge means pivotally
joining the front edge of the rear door panel
along the rear edge of the front door panel so
that the door can be opened by turning the
pivotally joined edges of the panels up and fold-
ing the two panels back in an up-standing rela-
tion upon the top of the cabinet to the rear of

* the top opening for convenient access into the
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storage compartment, reflecting means on the
outer surface of the front door panel to be dis-
posed to the room air when the door is closed
and to be exposed for convenient and clear ob-
servation when the door is opened and folded
back on the cabinet, and the widths of the two
door panels from front to back being selected
with the front door panel sufficiently narrower
than the rear door panel sc that when the door is
folded back in an upstanding position on the cab-
inet the front door panel is exposed to the front
and tilted to the front and down suitably to pro-
vide a convenient reflected view of the contents
of the storage compartment in said reflecting
means. i
NICHOLAS ACHS.
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