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This invention relates to a juvenile play yard 
and it has for its general object to provide a fold 
ing play yard characterized by unusual rigidity 
when in expanded position, and which folds into 
a flat package or unit for storage or transporta 
tion, in which the several superposed panels lie 
substantially parallel without interference one 
with another, and therefore without consequent 
destructive Strains. 
A more specific object of the invention is to 

provide a play yard of the type described, having 
folding sides and ends in which the corner postS 
are each composed of two members, belonging 
respectively to a side and an adjacent end, in 
side by side contact, foldable vertically at the 
base about horizontal axes which are perpen 
dicular to One another, and bolted along a Wer 
tical axis near the top, whereby weaving of the 
post components is prevented, and rigid mainte 
nance of the vertical post assured. 
Another object of the invention is the pro 

vision of a juvenile play yard in which the height 
of the ends is not greater than half the length 
of the yard, so that the end can fold down at 
the same level against the floor, the Sides being 
hinged to the tops of rails, one of which is higher 
than the other by an amount equal to the thick 
ness of a side, whereby the sides fold down at 
different levels upon the ends, one in flat rela 
tion to the other. 
Other objects of the invention Will appear as 

the following description of a preferred and prac 
tical embodiment thereof proceeds. 
In the drawing which accompanies the fol 

lowing specification, and throughout the several 
figures of which the same reference characters 
have been used to denote identical parts: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a juvenile play 
yard embodying the principles of the invention, 
shown in open or expanded position; 

Figure 2 is an end elevation, one lower corner 
being broken away showing adjacent parts in 
cross-section; 

Figure 3 is a detail of a corner post in sec 
tion, taken along the line 3-3 of Figure 2; 

Figure 4 is a plan view of the play yard, folded; 
Figure 5 is a cross-section taken along the line 

5-5 of Figure 4; 
Figure 6 is a cross-section taken along the 

line 6-6 of Figure 5. 
Referring now in detail to the Several figures, 

the numeral represents the play yard as a 
whole, having a floor 2, similar sides 3 and 4, 
and similar ends 5 and 6. 
The floor 2 is a sheet of Suitable material Such 
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as plywood, secured to the top of a perimetric 
rectangular frame 7. 
has the fixed blocks 8 with vertical bores for 

, the casters 9. The shape of the floor is pref 

Said frame in the Corners 

erably oblong, the sides being longer than the 
Width of the ends. 
The sides and ends are of slat construction, 

each side comprising a top bar 0 and bottom 
bar if, with intervening vertical spaced slats 2, 
secured thereto. The ends of the top and bottom 
bars 0 and are secured to the vertical side 
components f3 and 4 of the corner posts, the 
latter being designated as a Whole by the ref 
erence character 5. The ends are similarly 
constructed, each end consisting of a top bar 
6, bottom bar 7, with the intervening spaced 

vertical slats 8, the ends terminating in the end 
components 9 and 20 of the corner posts. As 
shown, the ends have an imperforate panel 2 
and a transverse rod 22 carrying wooden beads 
23, but these features are conventional in furni 
ture of this class, and do not enter into the in 
ventive concept. 
The ends are hinged directly to the floor by 

the hinges 24. The length of the play yard is 
not less than double the height of the ends 5 and 
6, So that the latter can be folded down against 
the floor, as shown in Figure 5, at a common level, 
Without the free end of one lapping the free end 
of the other. The sides 3 and 4 are hinged at 
the tops of rails 25 and 26, by means of the 
hinges 27, which are secured along the longi 
tudinal margins of the floor 2, as shown par 
ticularly in Figure 2. 

It is to be noted that the rail 25 is substan 
tially as high as the maximum thickness of 
either of the ends. In the illustrated embodi 
ment the beads 23 are the thickest part of the 
ends, as indicated in Figure 6. Thus, when the 
ends are infolded against the floor, as shown in 
Figure 5, they are Substantially level. The rail 
26 is higher than the rail 25 by an amount equal 
to the thickness of one of the sides, for example 
the side 4, So that when the side 4 is folded into 
the position shown in Figure 5, it will lie level 
against the ends and be just below the hinge level 
of the opposite side 3. This permits the side 
3, when folded down, to lie level against the side 
4, making a Symmetrical body or package of 
rectangular prismatic shape, excluding the 
casters. 

It will be noted that when the sides and ends 
are folded up in vertical position, the components 
of the corner posts, for instance the components 
4 and 9, come together in side by side con 
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tact. The component 4 folds up to vertical po 
sition along a horizontal axis at its base repre 
sented by the pintle of the hinge 27. The con 
ponent 9 folds up from floor level on the axis 
represented by the pintle of the hinge 24, which 
is at right angles to the axis of the hinge 27. 
The two components f4 and 9 are secured ad 
jacent the top by an axially vertical bolt 28 paSS 
ing through the aligned holes of a keeper 29, 
part of which is secured to the component f4 and 
part to the component f 9. This keeper, in the 
form shown, comprises the interdigitating parts 
of hinge leaves 30 and 3, Figure 3, one of which 
leaves has a part interposed between similar 
aligned parts on the other leaf. These parts 
constitute the barrel of the hinge and the inter 
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locking relation of the parts prevents longitudinal 
slippage between the contacting faces of the post 
components. The bolt 28 running through these 
interdigitating barrel parts holds them against 
lateral displacement. By this construction the 
two components of the corner post are held rigidly 
upright with respect to the floor, and prevented 
from any swaying or weaving movement regard 
less of the efforts of the child to shake the sides 
or ends of the play yard. 
In order that the slats 2 shall be of the same 

length in the sides and ends, it is to be noted that 
the bottom bars T of the ends are as high as the 
combined height of the rails 25 and 26 and the 
corresponding bottom bars f. It will also be 
noted that since the rail 25 is of less height than 
the rail 26, the bottom bar which rests upon 
the rail 25 is correspondingly wider than the bot 
tom bar , which rests upon the rail 26, SO that 
the combined heights of rail and bottom bar at 
each side are the same. 
While I have in the above description disclosed 

what I believe to be a preferred and practical 
embodiment of the invention, it will be understood 
by those skilled in the art that the specific de 
tails of construction and arrangement of parts, 
as shown and described, are by way of example 
and not to be construed as limiting the scope 
of the invention. 

I claim: . 
Collapsible juvenile play yard comprising a 
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rectangular floor, end panels hinged at floor level 
foldable inwardly against the floor, rails extend 
ing longitudinally of the floor at opposite sides 
in fixed relation thereto, side panels hinged to 
the tops of said rails so as to fold inwardly, said 
rails being of a height differing by an amount 
equal to the thickness of a side panel to permit 
flat folding of said side panels, said side and 
end panels each including a rectangular frame 
having top, bottom and end members, the ad 
jacent end members of the side and end panels 
terminating at the same level at the top, each 
being an integral member throughout its length, 
said end members having flat adjacent faces that 
contact in a common interface at each corner 
When Said panels are in erect position, said ad 
jacent contacting end members being the com 
ponents of a corner post hinged at different levels 
at the base of Said post, cooperating means at 
each corner adjacent the tops of said post com 
ponents to prevent relative longitudinal slippage 
of Said components along their contacting inter 
face, Said means providing a projection trans 
versely intersecting the plane of the interface be 
tween said post components, said means also pro 
viding a complementary recess with which said 
projection interdigitates, said projection being 
confined against longitudinal movement, and re 
movable means cooperating with Said interdigi 
tating projection and recess for holding said post 
components in interfacial contact. 

FENRY LOYD HOKE. 
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