- Nov. 5, 1963 E. M. MCKEE, JR 3,109,629
FENCE POST CONSTRUCTION

Filed Jan. 9, 1961

(1T
wm
‘\b
@

al °s
o
L
S 2 S SN NN S\ N
S A‘&' : /)@y/r\ TR R R \‘ ;_: ‘ S
v oLJ v L
SN t---Phe

31~

Fig.4. i
. 7 Fig. 6.
Fig.2. Fig.3. Z/ , —\
miEs A zosN NIV N
B i 4 L= 4 ! :
— " i ‘l NI L
! 7 A= 77&1 ::-5-9\14 P
[ | B L
! Y by
I | 6 A ]| l
T B
1
2— :;—3 | I
i
|
{
|
|
“Ihs
- :'s_ ¥ g T vecyy INVENTOR.
4 LN Ernest M.MCKee, Jr.
NSt BY
WA S s

Az



United States Patent Offs

‘, 3,109,629
Patented Nov. B, 1963

1CC

1

3,109,629
FENCE POST CONSTRUCTION
Ernest M. McKes, Jr., P.O. Box 646, Wilkits, Calif,
Filed Jan. 9, 1961, Ser. No. 81,576
2 Claims, (CL 256-—59)

This invention relates to the art of fence making and
more particularly relates to a new and useful fence post
construction.

In many types of fences it has been found desirable,
both for structural and decorative reasons, to provide a
post having spaced-apart standards arranged to receive
and support the ends of abutting fence panels between
the standards. Such a device has been found structurally
good and has the effect of giving the fence a more finished
and graceful appearance by concealing the panel ends.

The prior art fence post constructions presently em-
ployed for the above purpose and with which I am
familiar, generally comprise a single 4 x 4 post rabbeted
on opposite sides to receive abutting panel ends. The
use of the prior art device has been found inadequate
due to the fact that the longitudinal slots are pre-cut to
the thickness of the panels to be received and the panels
tend to contract or change dimensions after the posis
have been cemented in place and before the panels are
ready for assembly. Thus, costly on-the-job alterations
are often required to assemble the fence.

Similarly, it is common practice to lay out a fence
wherein the post holes are dug on even centers and after
the posts are positioned any variation in length of rail
must be accommodated by changing the rail because the
post is not anchored in position. Thus, if a rail member
in the normal rabbeted post construction is longer than
specified it must be dependent on the expert cutting to
enable it to fit between adjacent posts. It is an important
object of the present invention to provide a system of
fence posts which may be anchored in situs and which
enable the positioning of rail members which are of non-
uniform: length without the need for field cutting or other
rail modifications.

It is an important object of the within inventicn to
eliminate the necessity of on-the-job post and panel rail
alterations by providing a fence post construction which
includes a pair of standards separated by a spacer of the
same thickness as the panel employed between the posts
to afford a longitudinal slot within which the ends of
abutting panels may be placed in end-to-end position.
Such a post allows flexibility of the standards with respect
to the length of the slot so that oversized and undersized
abutting rail ends will fit snugly in the slot between the
two standards.

More particularly, the within invention provides a
fence post having two spaced-apart standards arranged to
support planks between the standards. The post includes
spacer means interposed between the bottom portions of
the standards spacing the standards in parallel relation-
ship a distance substantiaily egual to the thickness of
the rail planks or rail panel to be suppoited by the
standards. The spacer means is mounted below the
bottom margin of the lowest plank to be supported which
is usually at ground level. The spacer and the standards
are joined together by any desirable means, such as nail-
ing, banding, bolting or the like, or may be united by
mounting the lower portions of the standards and the
interposed spacer in concrete.

When the lower portions of the post are anchored in
concrete the upper margin of the spacer extends to ap-
proximately the level of the upper extremities of the con-
crete and ground level. The standards chossn are suffi-
ciently resilient to allow them to be moved toward and
away from each other above the spacer means so that the
post accommodate the mountingof planks having thick-
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nesses which may be greater or smaller than the thick-
ness of the spacer.

Another primary cbject of the within invention is to
provide a post construction of the type above described,
arranged to facilitate the insertion. of abutting plank ends
in the post construction,

A feature and advantage of the above modification re-
sides in the novel cut made to sever the post portions.
Thus, a cut is made at an inwardly, obliquely upwardly
inclining angle which permits simple replacement of the
severed portions of the standard by mating the severed
ends. The standard is thus restored to its former char-
acteristics by nailing to the inserted panel through the
severed parts of the standard at an angle opposite the
angle of cut.

Another feature and advantage of the within invention
is the fact that the expensive rabbeting procedures em-
ployed in the prior art are eliminated by employing the
spacer means for the formation of the post slot.

Stilf another feature and advantage of the within in-
vention is that the post construction roay be formed in a
minimum amount of time without the requirement of
special machinery or materials; for example, the spaced-
apart vertical standards may be fabricated from con-
ventional 2 x 4 posts and panelling scrap may be used to
provide the spacer. Thus, a ‘fence post construction
having substantially the same thickness as the conven-
tional rabbeted 4 x 4 post is provided by the device of
the within invention which device includes not only
all the utility of the conventicnal structure but also the
additional advantage of tolerance along substantially the
fall length of the slot to permit insertion of abutting
panel ends formed of thicknesses which vary from the
normal width of the slot.

Other objects of the present invention will become
apparent upon reading the following specification and
referring to the accompanying drawings in which similar
characters of reference represent corresponding parts in
each of the several views.

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a pair of posts and a panel
rail supported thereby.

FIG. 2is an end view of a post made in accordance
with this invention,

FIG. 3 is a view taken along line 3—3 of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken along line 4—4 of
FigG, 3.

FIG. 5 is a view similar to FIG. 4 and showing the
abutting panels spaced relatively farther apart.

FIG. 6 is a modification of the invention.

The essence of this invention is in the provision of a
simplified fence construction wherein the fence posts are
prefabricated and set in post holes for reception of rail
panelling that may be positioned in place without on-the-
job cutting or sizing.

FIG. 1 shows a fence made in accordance with the in-
veation and wherein the panelling indicated at A may be
a single panel piece or may be formed, as illustrated, from
planks disposed atop one another between adjacent posts
indicated generally at B. The posts are anchored in con-
crete C which anchor means may be pre-formed or formed
at the locus of installation.

The post B.is formed of a pair of vertical, resilient post
members 2 and 3 which, for example, may be 2" x 4"
wood members which are spaced apart adjacent the bot-
tom end by means of a spacer member 4. The standards
or post members 2 and 3 and spacer member are sand-
wiched together and secured by nails as at 5. The bottom
of the post is anchored in a concrete anchor C and set
in a post hole. The concrete is approximately level with
the top of the spacer and approximately at ground level.

The rail member A may be formed of lengths of rail
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boards, planks or integral panels which may or may not
vary in length to a considerable degree and may also vary
in thickness.

As indicated in FIG. 2 in dotted lines, the standards

"may be flexed apart from one another to accommodate
for varying thicknesses of rail members. As illustrated in
FIGS. 4 and 5, the rail members may be of varying lengths
and still be accommodated securely in the post construc-
tion.. After the rails have been disposed within the slot
6 formed by the spaced standards or post members, they
are then nailed in place by nailing as at 7. The rail mem-
bers may be threaded into the siots from the top of the
post and dropped into place by gravity fall and thereafter
secured by nailing. :

FiG. 6 is a modification of the invention particularly
adapted for integral rail panels. In the modification one
of the post portions is severed as at 12 by an upwardly,
inwardly inclined, oblique saw cut at a point disposed sub-
stantially above the ground level. ' The severed portion 13
is removed and the panel may then be positioned in the
slot by lifting it only to the height of the cut 2. There-
after the severed portion 13 is nested back into position
to the point of the saw cut and the portion 13 is nailed
in position as indicated at 14. The severed portion 23 of
the post is indicated in broken lines in FIG. 6 and in re-
placed position in full lines.

The invention has been described by specific reference
to illustration and example of use but it is understood that
variations in construction, design, installation and methods
of use may, be practiced within the spirit of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1..In a fence post construction of the type receiving
and holding fence panelling in substantial end abutting re-
lationship between two vertical members, the improve-
ments comprising: spacer means having a thickness sub-
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stantially equal to the thickness of the ends of the fence
panelling to be inserted between the vertical members to
rigidly space apart the vertical members in parallel re-
lationship; a primary support receiving the lower portions
of the vertical members; such spacer means being con-
nected between the vertical members below the upper
margin of said primary support; said vertical members
being spaced to define therebetween a slotted portion ex-
tending from’ the upper margins of said vertical members
continuously to the upper margins of said spacer means,
said vertical members being sufficiently flexible to receive
the ends of said fence panels, the facing ends of which
have thicknesses which vary from substantially the thick-
ness of the spacing means to a thickness less than said
spacing means and said post.being formed sufficiently wide
to receive and accommodate panels of varying lengths.

2. In a fence post construction according to claim 1
and wherein one of said vertical members includes a first
portion and a second portion severably joinable along an
upwardly-inwardly inclining line at a point substarntially
removed from the upper extremity of the primary sup-
port, said first and second portions severable to permit the
rail panels to be front inserted in the post construction,
said first and second portions joinable to lock the inserted
panels in the post construction; joining means: extending
in ‘a’ downwardly-inwardly inclining angle through the
mating ends of the severed portions of said -vertical
member.
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