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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

CHARLES A” FETTERS, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,

COLLAPSIBLE SUITCASE.

1,387,597,

Application filed January 21, 1921,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that Crarres A. FETTERS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Washington, in the District of Columbia,
has invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Collapsible Suitcases, of
which the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had therein to the accompany-
ing drawing.

The invention relates to collapsible suit
cases, and has for its object to provide a
device of this character, particularly adapt-
ed for tourists and automobilists and so con-
structed that the same may be rolled into a
compact package for storage purposes in an
automobile, or when in suitcase form sus-
pended from the robe rail of the automobile
or from the rear bow of the hood above the
rear seat of the automobile, thereby being
out of the way of occupants of the auto-
mobile.

A further object is to provide a collapsible
suit case formed from pliable material, pref-
erably leather or imitation leather, and com-
prising a sheet of material having a portion
forming the back
sions at the ends of the back section, form-
ing sides in which the movable stiffening
boards may be placed, said sides being pro-
vided with extensions which are pliable and
which overlie the upper ends of extensions
carried by the ends of the sides for prevent-
Ing entrance of dust. Also to provide elon-
gated sections adjacent the longitudinal
edges of the back section and provided with
pockets having stiffening boards therein,
which sections form the top and bottom of
the suit case, said sections being provided
with elongated pliable sections adapted to
be overlapped for forming the front of the
suitcase, said sections being held in set up
position by snaps and by straps extending
around the suitcase, which straps also form
means when the case is rolled into a compact
package for holding said package in rolled
condition.

A further object is to provide the side
members adjacent their outer edges with ex-
tensible pliable members, which members
are adapted to have snapped thereto the ends
of the overlapping portions forming the
front of the case, thereby excluding dust
from the case and allowing the case to be
over-packed to a certain extent,

With the above and other objects in view
the invention resides in the combination and

Specification of Letters Patent,

of the suit case, exten-

Patented Aug. 16, 1921,
Serial Xo. 438,890,

arrangement of parts ag hereinafter et
forth, shown In the drawings, described and

of the invention.

In the drawings :—

igure 1 is a perspective view of the case
showing the same supported from the rohe
rail on the back of an automobile seat.

1g. 2 1S a perspective view of the case
showing the same supported from the bow
of the automobile top above the rear seat of
an automobile.

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the suit-
case, showing the same in open position,

12 at the inside thereof and showing
the stiffening boards for the ends of the case
In position to be placed in the pockets of
the ends.

Fig. 4 IS a perspective view of the suit-
case, showing the same in open position and
looking at the same from the outside.

12. 5 is a detail perspective view of 4
portion of one end of the case, showing the
pliable extension member carried by one of
the stiffened ends and to which pliable mem.
ber the overlapped sectiong forming the
front of the case snap.

Fig. 6 is a detail perspective view of one
of the ends of one of the members forming
the end of the case, showing one of the
boards partially removed from the same.

Fig. 7 is a detail view partially in section
and In perspective, lustrating one step in
the folding operation. ’

Fig. 8 is a detail sectional view taken on
line 8—8 of F ig. 5.

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of the case
showing the positioning of the parts as the
case is first opened.

Fig. 10 is a perspective view showing the
method of rolling the case into a compact
package and utilizing the straps for secur-
ing said package.

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1
designates an elongated rectangular shaped
section, which section formg the back side
of the case. Extending outwardly from the
ends of the section 1 are sections 2 which
form the ends of the case, Sections 2 and
also the section 1, and in fact the entire case
with the exception of reinforcing boards
hereinafter mentioned, are formed from pli-
able material. The sections 2 which form
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the ends of the case are provided with longi-
tudinally disposed pockets 3, in which pock-
ets removable stiffening boards 4 are placed
for stiffening the ends of the case. The ends
of the sections 2 are provided with pliable
extensions 5, which extensions are inwardly
disposed as shown in Fig. 9 when the case
is being set up, and form means for prevent-
ing entrance of dust adjacent the corners of
the case. End sections 2 are also provided
with outwardly extending sections 6, which
when the case is set up are inwardly dis-
posed as shown in Fig. 9 and engage the top
of the goods or articles within the case.
Preferably integrally formed with the
longitudinal sides of the back section 1 are
elongated sections 7 and 7%, which sections
are reinforced by permanently fixed boards
8, and form the top and bottom of the suit-
case. Extending outwardly from the sides,
that is the longitudinal sides of the sections
7 and 7 are pliable extensions 9 and 97
which extensions when the case is set up
form the front of the case, and overlap each
other as further shown in Figs. 1 and 2, sec-
tion 9 preferably overlapping section 9%,
said sections 9 and 9* being secured together
by conventional snaps 10. The inner face
of the extension 9* is provided with a plural-
ity of pockets 11, in which pockets articles
may be placed. After the flaps 5 have been
placed inwardly and the boards 4 placed in
the pockets 8, extensions 6 are folded in-
War(ﬁy, and the snap sections 12 and 12* are
snapped together. When this is accom-
plished, articles may be placed in the case
and articles of clothini if so desired held
under the straps 18. After this is accom-
plished, section 9* is folded inwardly and 9
folded on top of 9= and the sections snapped
together by the snaps 10.. However, if suffi-

_cient clothing is placed within the casing to

cause the front side to slightly bulge out-
wardly, dust may be prevented from enter-
ing under the ends of the sections 9 and 9°
by snapping the male members 14 of extensi-
bie pliable sections 15 carried by the outer
longitudinal edges and the sections 2 to the
female members 15* of the snaps carried
adjacent the ends of the sections 9 and 10°
forming the front of the suit case. It will
be seen that by providing the extensible

‘members 15 that a considerable bulge may be

allowed to the front side of the case without
admitting dust and dirt to the interior of

~ the case. Extending around the case and

60

through loops carried by the various sec-
tions are straps 16, which straps are adapted
to be secured together in such a manner as
to brace and hold the case as a whole.
Adjacent the rear side of the top section

o straps 17 are secured, which straps are

11

provided with snap hooks 18, by means of
which hooks the case as a whole may be sup-
ported as shown in Fig. 1 or in Fig. 2. The

1,387,507

section 7 is also provided with a conven-
tional form of handle 19 by means of which
handle the suit case can be carried from
place to place.

From the above it will be seen that a col-
lapsible suitease is provided, which is simple
in construction, and one wherein after the
stiffening boards 4 have been removed from
the pockets 3 of the ends and said boards
have been longitudinally disposed on the
section 7* and the ends 2 and extension 6
forwardly inwardly, the case may be rolled
into a compact package as shown in Fig. 10
and the straps 16 passed around the package
several times and have their ends secured to-
gether in such a manner that they will hold
the collapsed suit case in a rolled form,
thereby allowing the same to be stored in a
small space, also allowing the suit case to be
easily carried in collapsed form. '

The invention having been set forth what
is claimed as new and useful is:—

1. A collapsible suitcase formed from pli-
able material, the top and bottom of said
suitcase being provided with stiffening
means, the ends of said suitcase being pro-
vided with removable stiffening members
thereby allowing the case to be rolled into
a compact package.

2. A collapsible suitcase formed from a
rectangular shaped sheet of pliable mate-
rial, said sheet being provided with a sec-
tion forming the back of the suitcase, sec-
tions adjacent the longitudinal edges of the
back section, forming the top and bottom
of the suitcase and provided with stiffening
means, sections carried by the sections form-
ing the top and bottom of the suitcase and
forming the front of the suitcase, means for
securing the sections forming the front of
the suitcase together, extensions carried by
the ends of the section forming the back

of the suitcase, removable stiffening members

carried by the sections forming the ends of
the suitcase, pliable extensions carried by the
ends of the ends of the suitcase, and adapt-
ed to be folded inwardly, pliable extensions
carried by the outer edges of the sections
forming the ends of the suitcase and adapt-
ed to be folded inwardly, and pliable ex-
tensible members carried adjacent the outer
edges of the sections forming the ends of
the suitcase and provided with means where-
by the sections forming the front of the
suitcase may be attached thereto. :

3. The combination with a collapsible
suitcase formed from pliable material and
having stiffened top and bottom sides and
overlapping ends forming the front side,

" of end members formed from pliable mate-

rial and carried by the portion forming the
back of the case, said end members being
rovided with removable stiffening mem-
ers, flaps carried by the ends of the end
members and adapted to be folded inwardly,
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flaps carried by the outer edges of the end
members and adapted to be folded inwardly,
extensible pliable members carried adjacent
the outer ends of the end members, and
means whereby said extensible members
may be secured to the ends of the over-
lapped ends forming the front side of the
suit case.

4. The combination with a collapsible
suit case formed from pliable material and
having stiffened top and bottom sides and
overlapped members forming the front side,
of extensions carried by the portion form-
ing the back of the case, said extensions be-
ing provided with removable stiffening
members and means whereby the ends may

8

“be secured to the ends of the overlapped

members forming the front of the suitcase.

5. The combination with a collapsible
suit case formed from pliable material and
having a back side, stiffened top and bot-
tom sides and overlapped members forming
the front side, of extensions carried by the
portion forming the back side, said exten-
sions being provided with pockets, remov-
able stiffening members disposed in said
EOCketS and means whereby after the ends

ave been folded inwardly said ends may.
be secured to the body of the case.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my

signature.
CHARLES A. FETTERS.
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