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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EUGENE 8. WHITCOMB,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Orange, in the county of Orange and State of
Vermont, have invented a new and nseful Tin-
provement in Whiffletree-Irons, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
devices for attaching the tug or trace of the
harness to the whiffletree. Itsobjectis to pro-
vide a whitfletree-iron to ‘which the tug or
trace can be immediately attached and de-
tached with ease and that will not allow the
tug or trace to become unhitehed or detached
while in use.

The accompanying drawings are referred

.to and made a part of this specification.

The drawings show my invention attached
to the whiffletree.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the devices
embodying my invention, the same being at-
tached to a whitfletree which is broken away
to show more clearly said attachment; and
Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal section of the
same, :

A represents the bolt screwed into the end
of the whiffletree.

B isa projection bent at right angles, form-
ing two sides of the inclosed space that holds
the free end of the tug, the extended end of
bolt A forming one side, and spring @ forces

arm C against the extended end of bolt A,

forming the fourth side of such space.

Cisan arm pivoted to the slotted end of pro-
jection Bath. ¢isa spring attached to pro-
jection B by a screwe. Arm O is bent to form
a cam to act on the spring, and the extended
end forms another arm D.

To use my device, throw out arm C, then
press the tug against arm D, and put arm C
back to its place, thereby sliding the tug onto
the extended end of bolt A, where itis securely
held by arm C. To detach the tug from the
whiffletree, throw out arm C, which at the
same time throws out arm D, which throws
the tug off the bolt A.

Having thus described my inven tion, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— .

A whiffletree - hook comprising a screw-
threaded bolt for attachment to the end of
the whiffletree and having a projecting head
ab its opposite end in the same plane as the
boltand an L-shaped depending portion bifur-
cated to form bearings for a pivoted angular
tongue, in combination with said tongue, the
outer end of which bears upon the projecting
head when the hook is in ifs elosed condition,
and a spring bearing upon said tongue to hold
it either open or closed, substantially as de-
seribed.

EUGENE 8. WHITCOMB.
Witnesses: '

T. J. DEAVITT,
RurUs R. RITTER.
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