
629 1,642 Sept. 13, 1927. 
J. RANKIN 
MATCH BOX 

1925 Filed April 2 

INVENTOR 

A TORNEYS 

???? 

C_VzzZalazzo Aiazzo Mrew2. 
BY 

SAN 

• • •zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzz 
| 

YASASY 

0L0L LLLLL LA A LALL LLLLLL 0LL LLLL LLLL LL L ee M LL Lq LLLe LLL LLqLLLL LL LL LLL Lq L q qqq Lqq qqq 

?? 

A S 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



Patented Sept. 13, 1927. 1,642,629 
UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

() 

2 5 

30 

prises a back plate 1 which preferably is in 
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ONE-HALF To JAKIE: 

MATCHBOX. - 
Application filed April 2, 1925. Serial No. 20,263. 

My invention provides a combined match 
box and belt buckle and it consists in the 
combinations, constructions and arrange 
ments herein described and claimed. - 
An object of the invention is the provision 

in a single unitary article of means for Se 
curing together the ends of a belt and also 
for supporting in a conveniently accessible 
position a supply of matches or other Small 
articles. 
Another object of the invention is the 

provision of a device of the character de 
scriped which affords facilities for Support 
ing a supply of matches so that matches can 
be removed quickly and easily as required 
for use without spilling of the remaining 
matches from the device. 
Other objects and advantages of the in 

vention will be apparent from the following 
description, considered in conjunction with 
the accompanying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a con 
bined match box and belt buckle embody 
ing the invention applied to the ends of a 
belt, the latter being shown in dash lines, 

Figure 2 is a transverse vertical Section 
through the device, . . . 

Figure 3 is an end view of the device with 
the cover section of the match box open, 

Figure 4 is a section on the line 4-4 of 
Figure 2, 

Figure 5 is an end view of a modification. 
The matchbox portion of the device com 

tegral with an outwardly extending upper 
end wall 2 and a pair of side walls 3. The 
cover section of the match box portion of 
the device comprising a head 4 having an 
inwardly extending lower end Wall 5 at 
tached at its edge by a hinge 6 to the lower 
edge portion of the back plate 1 so that the 
head 4 of the cover section may be swung 
from open position, in which it is inclined 
slightly downward toward its free end, to 
closed position, in which it. is substantially 
vertical and is disposed between the outer. 
edge portion of theside walls 3 of the body 
section of the matchbox portion of the de 
vice. 
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The head 4 of the cover section of the 
match box is provided at its upper end with 
an inwardly extending spring latching 
flange 7 adapted to slide in contact with the 
under face of the upper end wall 2 of the 
body section of the match box when the 

cover Section is moved from closed position 
until a projection 8 on the upper side of the 
flange 7 enters and engages a depression or 
receSS 9 in the lower face of the upper end 
Wall 2. At this time, a projection 10 at the 
uppel end of the lid 4 engages with a notch 
11 in the Outer edge of the upper end mem 
ber 2 and extends above the latter so that 
the projection 10 not only serves as a stop 
for limiting the inward movement of the 
head 4 of the cover section toward the back 
plate 1 of the body Section but also provides 
a finger hold which can be conveniently 
actuated to release the latching flange 7 
from the upper end wall 2. The spring 
latching flange 7 has a guard extension 12 
at its inner end, this guard extension being 
inclined in Wardly and downwardly, when 
the cover section is in upwardly swung 
closed position as shown in Figure 2 and 
preventing matches or like Small articles 
from being spilled from the cover section of 
the match box at the free end of the latter 
when this cover section is in downwardly 
swung open position as shown in Figure 3. 
The lid 4 of the cover section may be 

arcuately curved from its lower to its upper 
end, the convex surface thereof being outer 
most and the outer edges of the side walls 3 
of course are convexly curved to correspond 
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to the curvature of the outer surface of the 
lid 4. A combined deflector and bracing 
plate 13 extends obliquely between the inner 
edge portion of the lower end wall 5 and the 
head 4 of the cover section of the match box 
and not only stays the head 4 to the lower 
end 5 of the cover section but tends to deflect 
matches from the lower part of the space 
within the matchbox toward the free end of 
the cover section of the match box when said 
cover section is open, as shown in Fig. 3. . . 
An integral extension 14 at the inner edge 

of the lower end 5 of the cover section is 
upright when the cover. Section is closed and 
is housed within the match box against the 
back plate 1. This extension 14 carries, a 
holder 15 in which a strip 16 of friction 
material on which matches may be ignited is 
removably held. The holder is shown as 
being a strip of metal or like material bent 
to provide a horizontal guideway 17 in 
which the strip of friction material may be 
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inserted when said friction strip is disposed 
vertically edgewise, the inner wall of the 
guideway having a cut away portion at 18 O 




