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To all, whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WALLACE P. GROOM, 

of the city of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings 
and State of New York, have invented a cer 
tain new and useful Improvementin Cuffs and 
other Articles of Apparel, of which the foll 
lowing is a specification. 
My invention is inteluded to apply to vari 

ous kinds of apparel, and particularly to cuffs, 
and is especially desirable for cuffs made of 
chrolithion, celluloid, xylonite, or other species 
of pyroxyline or other plastic and flexible 
material. 
The invention relates to the arrangement of 

the button-holes in cuffs or other apparel, 
whereby buttons can be either more readily 
entered or more easily withdrawn whenever 
desired by the user. 
The invention consists in a cuff having but 

ton-holes in its opposite ends, arranged ob 
liquely to the edges of the cuff and across the 
corners, so that when the button-holes in op 
posite ends are brought into coincidence they 
will cross each other at opposite angles. 
In the use of a cuff having the button-holes 

arranged as described, whichever corner of 
the cuff is innermost it may be bent or de 
flected in a line transverse to the length of 
the button-hole, and in a direction in which 
the cuff is most flexible, in order to disengage 
the button-hole from the button. 
Although the arrangement of the button 

hole with its length oblique to the edges of 
the cuff and extending in a direction across 
the corner is useful when the button-hole con 
sists of the usual plain slit or slot, it is espe 
cially advantageous for a button-hole having 
about midway of its length and in its inner 
edge or margin a notch or recess extending 
away from the corner, and examples of but 
ton-holes having in one edge or margin a 
notch or recess are shown in my United States 
Letters Patent Nos. 320,131 and 320,132, dated 
June 16, 1885. 
The invention also consists in a cuff or other 

article of apparel provided with a button-hole 
arranged obliquely to the edges thereof and 
across the corner, and having in its inner edge 
or margin a notch or recess extending in a 
direction away from the corner. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure lis 

a perspective view of a cuff with one corner 

turned or bent, as would be done in removing 
the cuff-button from the hole through which 
it was last inserted; and Fig. 2 is a plan of 
the cuff. - 

Similar letters of reference designate corre 
sponding parts in both figures. 
A designates the cuff. B B designate the 

button-holes at the top or upper corners, and 6 
BB designate the button-holes at the bot 
tom or lower coruers. 
The button-holes B B at the left-hand edge 

of the cuff embody the invention shown and 
described in my aforesaid Letters Patent No. 
320,131; but the button-holes at the right 
hand end embody the invention shown and 
described in my other a foresaid Letters Pat 
ent, No. 320,132. I do not usually intend to 
make two styles of button-holes in the same 
cuff, but simply show them to illustrate that 
either style may be used; or the button-holes 
may be of the plain ordinary form. The but 
ton-holes are arranged with their length ob 
lique to the top or bottom and end edges and 
across the corners, or So that a line drawn 
lengthwise through the button-hole will form 
one side of a triangle, of which the converg 
ing and meeting edges form the other two 
sides. These button-holes have in their inner 
edges or margins, a, notches or recesses a, which 
will receive the Shank of a button and extend 
inward in a direction away from the corners. 
The corners afford the greatest flexibility 
when bent or deflected in the directions indi 
cated by the oblique dotted liness in Fig. 2, 
and these are the directions in which the sev 
eral corners should be bent to free them from 
the buttons. This is clearly illustrated in 
Fig. 1, which shows a corner bent or deflected 
in the direction necessary to remove it from 
the button C. 
When the button-holes in opposite ends of 

the cuff are arranged as described, they will, 
When the cuff is bent into circular form and 
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the button-holes are brought into coincidence, 
cross each other at opposite angles; and hence 
whichever corner is innermost may be read 
ily bent or deflected as shown in Fig. 1, and 
on the liness, Fig. 2. 
The crossing of the lines of two correspond 

ing button-holes of a cuff arranged as herein 
above set forth largely prevents the rattling 
of the loose stud or button when the button. 
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holes in which it is placed are large enough 
to allow the loose button used to chatter or 
rattle when arranged in the usual form. 

It is very advantageous to have the button 
holes in opposite ends of the cuff arranged 
across the corners, so that they will cross each 
other at opposite angles when the cuff is bent 
into circular form, because then the cuff can 
be readily unbuttoned by deflecting that cor 
ner which is innermost. It is also very ad 
vantageous to have the notch or recess a in 
the inner edge or margin and extending away 
from the corner, as the edge which is destitute 
of a notch is the one to be deflected, and when 
the button-hole is arranged as described the 
edge nearest the corner and the one destitute 
of a notch or recess is the one which is de 
flected. 
I am. aware of Patent No. 90,599, granted 

May 25, 1869, to G. K. Snow, for cuffs, and do 
not claim anything therein shown and de 
scribed as of my invention. The invention 
set forth in that patent consisted simply in 
having two kinds of button-holes at opposite 
ends of the cuff, and those in one end of the 
cuff are arranged across the corners, and have 
notches or recesses in the edges of the button 
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holes which are nearest the corners, the 
notches or recesses extending toward the cor 
ners. This arrangement of button-holes was 
made without any knowledge of the advan 
tages resulting from placing the button-holes 
across the corners, and my discovery of this 
fact has resulted in a greatly-improved cuff. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent, is 
1. A cuff having button-holes in its oppo 

site ends, arranged with their length oblique 
to the edges of the cuff and across the cor 
ners, so that when the button-holes in oppo 
site ends are brought into coincidence they 
will cross each other at opposite angles, sub 
stantially as herein described. 

2. A cuff or other article of apparel pro 
vided with a button-hole arranged obliquely 
to the edges thereof and across the corner, and 
having in its inner edge or margin a notch or 
recess extending in a direction away from the 
corner, substantially as herein described. 

WALIACE P. GROOM. 
Witnesses: 

HENRY P. BROWN, 
MIINERT LIN DEMAN. 
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