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UNITED STATES

1,568,437

PATENT OFFICE.

NIELS P. BACH, OF MILLBURN, NEW JERSEY, ASSIGNOR TO THERMOKEPT CORPORA-
; TION, A CORPORATION OF DELAWARE, _ :

SEALED VACUUM CONTAINER.

Application filed July 15, 19282,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Nms P Bacr, a
subject of the King of Denmark, residing
at Millburn, in the county of KEssex and
State of New Jersey, have made a certain
new and useful Invention in Sealed Vacuum
Containers, of which the following is a speci-
fication. ’

This invention relates to containers, and
in particular to that class of containers.

wherein the contents are vacuum sealed and
which have special provisions for the con-
venience and comfort of the user.

Further objects include the provision of
a container, or receptacle, which may be
cheaply made, but which is neat in appear-
ance, convenient to carry, easily opened and
quickly adjusted for use. - '

Another object includes the provision of
means for readily opening a predetermined
part of the container. : )

Another object provides for a special pre-
determined opening. ’ .

Another object provides for a container
which is so constructed as to admit quick
and easy conversion from a vacuum sealed
receptacle to a usable and convenient safety
sealed receptacle. :

A still further object includes the pro-
vision of ready means for opening and
ciosing the predetermined opening.

Other objects will appear hereinafter,
and I attain these objects by the construc-
tion and means illustrated in the accom-
panying drawing, in which—

Fig. 1 is a view in elevation;

Fig. 2 is a view taken -on lines 2—2 of
Fig. 1; o

Fig. 8 is a view similar to that shown in
Fig. 1, with the vacuum seal broken, and
partly opened; . .

Fig. 4 is a section taken on lines 4—4 of
Fig. 3; ' :

ig. 5 is & view in
the receptacle open; an

Fig. 6 is a view showing a portion of the
closing slide. : _ ‘

Like numerals refer to similar parts in the
several views.

It is among the prime objects of my in-
vention to produce a tobacco box which
embraces the aforesaid characteristics and
advantages. It is also of prime importance

(iﬁerspecti\}e showing

-of suitable diameter for ¢

Serial No. 575,257,

that the box be of suck size and shape that
It may be conveniently carried by the user
in his pocket, and that it be provided with
means for quickly and readily transform-
ing it from a vacuum sealed box to a safety
closed box from which the contents can be
conveniently taken as required.
- In order to combine the advantages
offered by a vacuum sezied container whicl
meets the herein outlined, or other neces-
sary and essential requirements, and still be
capabie of being sealed in vacus, I have
found a flat circular container, or box, best
suited, as it offers a uniformly curved sea!-
ing edge and the necessary support for the
sealing machine to make 8 perfect vacuwr:
seal. ' ’ )

£ am aware that it has heretofore been
proposed to seal tobacco in vacuo; also thst
containers have been made with means
whereby an opening thereir may be opened
and closed at will. But I am not aware
that the invention and combination herein
described and claimed has ever been sug-
gested or that it has been effected in prac-
tice. By my invention it is possible t¢
vacuum seal goods in & container to be kept
for an indefinite period of time and under
quite adverse conditions and then, at any
momens, it is possible to convert said
vacuum sealed container into s usable and
convenient safety sealed container, by

merely giving the specific key a few turns

and thus laying oper the container at a

- predetermined place and for a predeter-

mined space, as circumstances may require.
Referring now to the drawing, wherein I
have shown a specific embodiment of my
invention, as an example, the container 10
may be of any desired size or dimensions.
If said container is intended for pocket
use, as for tobacco, it is preferably flat and
ge intended pocket.
If other commodities are to be sealed there-
in, the dimensions of the container may vary
with the anticipated or designed use.
The side wall 11 of the container is
usually made from a single piece of suitable

‘sheet metal as tin plate or the like, and

it is provided with parallel scorings 12,

,which terminate at 13, thus. forming with

the lip 14, the removable tongue piece 15.
The side wall piece is shaped in the usual
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way and is soldered to form the seam 16,

_leaving a lip 14, extending therebeyond and
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free for attachment of an cpening key 17.
The bottom 18 and top cover 19 are pro-

- vided- in the usual manner for this class

of cans, and the top is sealed under vacuo,
after the can is filled. :

From this description it is apparent that
by applying key 17 to lip 14, and giving
the key a few turns, the tongue piece 15
will be detached in the manner illustrated
in Figs. 8 and 4, thus breaking the vacuum
seal, and forming the opening 20 in the
wall of the container.

To provide for the safety seal there is sup-
plied within the inside of the container a
slidable collar 21. This collar consists of
a piece of flexible sheet metal not unlike
the outer wall of the container, and of suf-
ficient height to easily fit between the covers,
and long enough to overlap when in posi-
tion, as 1s shown best in Fig. 2. This col-
lar is further provided with an opening 22
of substantially the same position and di-
mensions as the formed opening with con-
tainer wall. For convenience in moving the
collar, a thumb piece 23 is provided, which
piece, after the tongue is removed, lies in
the opening 20, and protrudes just far
enough to be readily reached.

The operation will be readily understood

from this disclosure. The container having-

been filled and then sealed under vacuo, may
be kept for future use without deterioration
or loss of flavor or quality of the sealed
goods. The relative position of the sealing
collar to the side wall of the container is
best shown in Fig. 2. If it is now desired
to break the vacuum and open the container,
the key is applied as outlined above, and
when the tongue piece is removed, the
thumb piece will position itself in the open-
ing thus made. If the container is a to-
bacco box and contains smoking tobacco, the
collar is moved to the necessary extent to
permit the contents of the box to be shaken
into the bowl of 2 pipe, for example. After
the pipe has been filled, the opening is closed
by moving the collar piece back to its orig-
inal position. It is apparent that the con-
struction of my box with its V-end opening
affords easy and convenient means for fill-
ing & pipe bowl, if that is the applied use.

_ While I have described a specific construc-
tion, and applied my invention to a specific
embodiment, I do not thereby desire to be
understood as thus limiting myself unneces-
sarily, as various modifications falling
wholly within the spirit and scope of my
invention will obviously present themselves
to those versed in the art.

What I claim, therefore, as new and use-
ful, and of my own invention, and desire

to secure by Letters Patent, is:

1,688,487

1. A container for sealing under vacuo
comprising 2 body and covers sealed there-
on to form a sealed.container, 2 second body
having an opening cooperating with said
first body, and means for converting said
sealed container into a safety container.

2. A container for sealing under vacuo,
comprising a container body having means
for converting said sealed container into a
safety container, and means for effecting
the opening or the closing of said safety con-
tainer.

3. A container for sealing under vacuo,
comprising a receptacle having a cylindrical
side wall, an inner collar lining the inner
side of said wall, and means for breaking
said seal to expose a portion of said lining.

4. A container for sealing under vacuo,
comprising a receptacle having a cylindrical
side wall, an inner collar lining the inner
side of said wall, means for removing a pre-
determined piece from said side wall and
an extension on the inner collar.

5. A container capable of being sealed un-
der vacuo, comprising a receptacle having
a cylindrical side wall, an inner collar lining
the inner side of said wall, said collar being
provided with an opening, means for form-
ing an opening in said side wall, a thumb
plece on the inner collar adjacent said col-
lar opening and extending into said formed
opening for moving said inner collar.

8. As an article of manufacture, a vacuum
sealed container of greater diameter than
height having an inner movable collar lin-
ing the side wall of said container, said col-
lar being provided with an opening, means
for exposing a portion of said lining, and
means on said lining for moving the same
to and fro.

7. As an article of manufacture, a vacuum
sealed container having an inner movable
collar lining the side wall of said container,
a scored section on said side wall, and a free
lip for permitting ready removal of a pre-
determined portion of said side wall to
break the vacuum seal and to provide for
a safety seal. _

8. As an article of manufacture, a cylin-
drical container capable of being sealed un-
der vacuo, and having a cylindrical side wall
with a soldered seam, a scored section out-
lining a predetermined opening adjacent’
said seam, a lip integral with said scored
section and extending beyond said seam to
provide means for removing said lip and
scored section, and a movable collar within
said receptacle, said collar having an open-
ing co-extensive with said outer opening to
form an adjustable closure.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand on this 30 day of Jume, A. D.

1922, \
.NIELS P. BACH.
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