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4 ABSTRACT
A kit for creating Brunnian link items such as bracelets, necklaces and other wearable 

or decorative items is disclosed and includes a loom, a hook, and a plurality of clips and a 

plurality of elastic bands. The loom includes a base supporting a plurality of upward extending 

pins. Each of the pins includes a flange for holding an elastic band in a desired orientation.
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MONSTER TAIL LOOM FOR FORMING BRUNNIAN LINKS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS
[0001] This claims priority to United States Provisional Application No. 61/877,490 

filed September 13, 2013.

BACKGROUND

[0002] This disclosure generally relates to method and device for creating a linked 

item. More particularly, this disclosure relates to a method and device for creating a linked 

wearable item from elastic bands.

[0003] Kits that include materials for making a uniquely colored bracelet or necklace 

have always enjoyed some popularity. However such kits usually just include the raw materials 

such as different colored threads and beads and rely on the individual’s skill and talent to 

construct a usable and desirable item.

[0004] Accordingly there is a need and desire for a kit that provides not only the 

materials for creating a unique wearable item, but also that provides for ease of construction to 

make it easy for people of many skill and artistic levels to successfully create a desirable and 

durable wearable item.

SUMMARY
[0005] A Brunnian link is a link formed from a closed loop doubled over itself to 

capture another closed loop to form a chain. Elastic bands can be utilized to form such links in a 

desired manner. The example device provides a means of creating items using Brunnian links of 

complex configurations. Moreover, the example device that provides for the successful creation 

of unique wearable items regardless of skill level.

[0006] Although the different examples have the specific components shown in the 

illustrations, embodiments of this disclosure are not limited to those particular combinations. It 

is possible to use some of the components or features from one of the examples in combination 

with features or components from another one of the examples.
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[0007] These and other features disclosed herein can be best understood from the 

following specification and drawings, the following of which is a brief description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0008] Figure 1 is a schematic view of an example linked article.

[0009] Figure 2 is a schematic view of an example chain formed from Brunnian links

utilizing elastic bands.

[0010] Figure 3 is a perspective view of an example kit including an example loom.

[0011] Figure 4 is a top view of the example loom.

[0012] Figure 5 is a side view of the example loom.

[0013] Figure 6 is a bottom view of the example loom.

[0014] Figure 7 is an end view of the example loom.

[0015] Figure 8A is a schematic view of a method step for creating a linked article

with the example loom.

[0016] Figure 8B is a schematic view of another method step for creating a linked 

article.

[0017] Figure 8C is a schematic view of yet another method step for creating a linked 

article.

[0018] Figure 9 is a schematic view of a formation of a linked article with the 

example loom.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION
[0019] Referring to Figures 1 and 2, a Brunnian link 12 is formed from a continuous 

looped structure 14 without forming an actual knot. Several links 12 are formed into a chain 22 

to form a linked article such as a bracelet. The ends are then secured and a durable wearable item 

10 is created. In this example three closed looped elastic bands 14 such as rubber bands are 

shown forming a single chain 22. Capturing ends 16 of one elastic band 14 with a mid portion 

20 another elastic band 14 forms each link 12. Each link 12 depends on the previous and 

subsequent links 14 to maintain the desired linked article.
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[0020] Referring to Figure 3 an example kit 24 for creating Brunnian link items such 

as bracelets and other wearable or decorative items includes a loom 26, a hook 28, a plurality of 

clips 32 and a plurality of elastic bands 30. The loom 26 includes a base 34 supporting a 

plurality of upward extending pins 42. Each of the pins 42 includes a flange 46 near a top 

surface 44 (Figure 7) for holding an elastic band 30 in a desired orientation. Each of the pins 42 

includes an access groove 48 extending through the top surface 44 and the flange 46. The access 

groove 48 extends through the flange 46 to provide access for the hook 28 through the top 

surface 44 to grasp a lower elastic band 30 and pull it through an upper elastic band supported on 

adjacent pins 42. Each of the access grooves 48 faces outward from the base 34.

[0021] Referring to Figures 4-7 with continued reference to Figure 3, the base 34 is 

generally rectangular shaped with a first side 58, a second side 60, a first end 62 and a second 

end 64. The first and second sides 58, 60 include a first quantity 68 of pins 42 and the first and 

second ends include a second quantity 70 of pins 42 that is less than the first quantity 68 of pins 

42. In one example, each of the first quantity 68 and the second quantity 70 are odd numbers. In 

this example the first quantity 68 of pins 42 on each of the first and second sides 58, 60 includes 

3 pins and the second quantity 70 of pins 42 on the first and second ends 62, 64 includes one pin 

42. Each of the pins 42 extend upward from the base 34. It should be appreciated that different 

numbers of pins could be utilized on each of the sides to provide different patterns and are within 

the contemplation of this disclosure.

[0022] The base 34 includes a top surface 50 and a wall 38 around an outer periphery 

about which each of the plurality of pins 42 is located. The access groove 48 extends through 

the top surface 44 of each of the pins 42 downward a distance 52 past the top surface 50 into the 

wall 38. The access groove 48 extending below the top surface 50 of the base 34 provides for a 

hook 28 to enter the access groove 48 somewhere below the top surface 50 and a lower most 

elastic band 30 that is supported on one of the plurality of pins 42. The top surface 50 of the base 

34 limits how far an elastic band 30 can be pushed downward on the pin 42, the distance 52 of 

the access groove below the top surface eases access to the access groove 48 and thereby a lower 

most elastic band 30 that may abut against the surface 50 of the base 34.
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[0023] Each of the access grooves 48 faces outwardly from the wall 38 about the 

outer periphery of the base 34. Accordingly, the pins 42 on the first side 58 are open in a first 

direction; pins 42 on the second side 60 are open in a second direction opposite the first 

direction. Pins 42 on the first end 62 are open outward from the first end 62 and the pin 42 on 

the second end 64 is open outwardly in a direction opposite the first end.

[0024] The wall 38 of the base 34 surrounds an interior space 36 through which a 

completed portion of a linked article can extend during fabrication. Pins 42 on each of the first 

side 58 and the second side 60 are aligned with each other across the interior space 36. Each of 

the pins 42 includes a body portion 66 on a side opposite the access groove 48. The body portion 

66 of each of the pins 42 protrudes into the inner space 36. The base 34 also includes tab 

portions 56 extending from each of the first and second ends 62, 64 to aid in holding the loom 

during creation of a linked article.

[0025] Referring to Figure 8A-C with continued reference to Figures 3-7, the access 

grooves 48 provide the hook 28 tool to grasp and capture one portion of a lower most elastic 

band 30. A method of creating a linked item from closed loop elastic bands utilizing the 

example loom 26 includes assembling an elastic band 30 across at least two pins 42. In this 

example, the upper most elastic band is indicated as 30A and the lower most elastic band is 

indicated as 30B. Assembling the elastic band 30 includes stretching over at least two of the 

plurality of pins 42. The at least two pins 42 can be any combination of pins 42 from the first 

side 58, the second side 60, the first end 62 and the second end 64. Additional elastic bands 30 

are assembled to the pins 42 with at least some of the additional bands being placed on the same 

pins 42.

[0026] A portion of a lower elastic band 30B is captured utilizing the hook 28 

extended into the access groove 48 (Figure 8A). The captured band 30B is then pulled over at 

least one of the elastic bands 30A on the same pin 42 (Figure 8B). Note that although one upper 

elastic band 30A is described, several upper elastic bands may be provided to form a desired 

linked structure. A lower most elastic band 30B would then be grasped and pulled over all of the 

upper elastic bands 30A. The process is repeated with different pins 42 around the loom 26. 

Additional elastic bands 30 are added and the process repeated to form a desired linked structure
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from closed loop elastic bands. The completed or linked part of the article is feed through the 

interior space 36 as additional links are added to create the linked item.

[0027] Another disclosed method of creating a linked item utilizing the loom 24 

includes the step of stretching a plurality of elastic bands 30 across at least two adjacent pins 42. 

In one example, a first or lower elastic band 30B is stretched across pins 42 directly across from 

each other. A second or upper elastic band 30A is then stretched across an outer perimeter of 

each of the bands and located atop the previously placed lower elastic bands 30B. The lower 

most elastic band 30B on each pin 42 is grasped with the hook 28 through the access groove 48 

and pulled over the upper most bands 30A. The process is repeated as the length of the linked 

article extends downward through the open space 36 in the base 34 of the loom. The flange 46 at 

the top surface 44 of the pins 42 holds the upper elastic bands 30A in place as each of the lower 

elastic bands 30B are stretched over the upper bands 30A. The process is repeated by adding 

more bands until a desired length of a linked article is attained.

[0028] Referring to Figure 9, the linked article is formed by creating successive 

Brunnian links in a desired pattern that extends through the interior space 36 of the loom 26 as is 

illustrated in Figure 9. Different patterns utilizing Brunnian links can be utilized to create a 

desired lined article.

[0029] Accordingly, the example loom and method provide for the creation of many 

different combinations and configurations of Brunnian links for the creation of bracelets, 

necklaces, and other wearable items.

[0030] Although an example embodiment has been disclosed, a worker of ordinary 

skill in this art would recognize that certain modifications would come within the scope of this 

disclosure. For that reason, the following claims should be studied to determine the scope and 

content of this invention.

5
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4 CLAIMS
What is claimed is:

1. A loom for creating a linked item from a plurality of closed loops, the device 

comprising:

a base defining an inner space, a top surface and an outer periphery; and

a plurality of pins disposed about the periphery of the base, each of the plurality of pins 

includes a flange for holding an elastic band in place and an access groove that extends through 

the flange along the pin and into the outer periphery of the base.

2. The loom as recited in claim 1, wherein each of the access grooves open 

outwardly about the outer periphery of the base.

3. The loom as recited in claim 2, wherein the loom includes a first side and a 

second side each including a first quantity of the plurality of pins, wherein the loom further 

includes a first end and a second end that each include a second quantity of the plurality of pins 

that is less than the first quantity.

4. The loom as recited in claim 3, wherein the first quantity and the second quantity 

comprise an odd number.

5. The loom as recited in claim 3, wherein the first quantity comprises three pins 

and the second quantity comprises one pin.

6. The loom as recited in claim 3, wherein each of the pins on the first side and the

pins on the second side are aligned across the inner space.

7. The loom as recited in claim 3, wherein the pins on the first end and the pins on

the second end are aligned across the inner space.

8. The loom as recited in claim 3, wherein the access groove for each of the pins 

on the opposing sides of the inner space are open in an opposite directions.

9. The loom as recited in claim 1, wherein each of the plurality of pins includes a 

body portion on a side opposite the access groove that protrudes into the inner space.
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10. The loom as recited in claim 1, wherein each of the plurality of pins extends 

upright from the base.

11. The loom as recited in claim 1, including tabs that extend outward from 

opposing ends of the base.

12. A method of creating a linked item comprising the steps of:

stretching a plurality of elastic bands across at least two pins;

capturing one a portion of an elastic band supported on one of the at least two pins and 

pulling the elastic band over another elastic band supported above the captured elastic band on 

at least one of the same two pins;

adding an additional elastic band to at least one of the same two pins; and

capturing one portion of the lower most elastic band supported on one of the at least 

two pins and pulling the captured elastic band over the pin and any other elastic bands 

supported on the plurality of pins.

13. The method as recited in claim 12, wherein stretching across at least two pins 

comprises stretching an elastic band across pins separated by an interior open space.

14. The method as recited in claim 12, including holding the elastic bands onto the 

plurality of pins with a flange portion formed in each of the at least two pins.

15. The method as recited in claim 14, including stretching a plurality of elastic 

bands over at least two pins that are part of a plurality of pins disposed about a periphery of a 

base defining an inner space.

16. The method as recited in claim 14, including extending a hook within an access 

groove of the at least two pins to capture a portion of the elastic band.

17. A loom for creating a linked item from a plurality of closed loops, the device 

comprising:

a base defining an inner space, a top surface and an outer periphery; and
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4 a plurality of pins disposed about the periphery of the base, each of the plurality of pins 

includes an access groove that extends along the pin and into the outer periphery of the base.

18. The loom as recited in claim 17, wherein each of the access grooves open 

outwardly about the outer periphery of the base.

19. The loom as recited in claim 17, including a flange near a top surface of each of 

the plurality of pins, wherein the access groove extends through the top surface and the flange.

20. The loom as recited in claim 18, wherein the loom includes a first side and a 

second side each including a first quantity of the plurality of pins, wherein the loom further 

includes a first end and a second end that each include a second quantity of the plurality of pins 

that is less than the first quantity.

21. The loom as recited in claim 17, wherein each of the plurality of pins extends 

upright from the base.

22. The loom as recited in claim 17, including tabs that extend outward from 

opposing ends of the base.
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