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To all whom, it may concern. 
l3e it known that we, FREDERICI AUGUST 

Fisci-ER and AITH R l’AUI, FISCII ER, sub 
jects of the King of Great Britain, residing 
at Napier, in the Dominion of New Zea 
land, have invented a new and useful Im proved Franking-Machine; and we do here 
E. declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the same. 
This invention relates to that class of 

franking machine for impressing letters, 
telegrams and the like, with stamps repre 
senting different values for postage, stamp 
duty or like purposes, in which stamp dies 
are caused to descend upon the article to be 
stamped, and in which the aggregate values 
of such inpressions are recorded or indi 
cated. 
The invention consists in improvements 

in the construction and manner of operat 
ing such dies, in the use of special means 
whereby any fraudulent use of the stamp 
without actuating the recording mechanism, 
is rendered impossible, and also in other 
details of construction that will be herein 
after more fully referred to. 
The means devised for carrying out the 

invention consist in mounting each star 
die upon the end of a pivoted arm which 
is caused to descend upon an impression 
block arranged to receive the lie and in 
press its stamp upon a paper placed upon 
the block. These dies are adapted to be 
actuated independently of each other by 
Ileans of suitably arranged levers or rods 
and in their movements to act late a count 
in or recording mechanism of ally ordinary 
("(strict it toy recrl the total value of the 
stain is impresse, ly the machine. 
The niachine comprises means whereby 

the stamp dies may be inkel, means where 
by any reverse movement of the stamp le 
yers is prevented as they are caused to move 
up and down, means for preventing the 
fraudulent use of the stanps to obtain more 
than one in pression at each downward 
navennen thereof and other details in ?on 
struction that will be hereinafter more fully 
described. 
The invention is illustrated in the accom 

panying drawings, in which:- 
Figure 1 is a front elevation of the ma 

chine. Fig. 2 is a plan thereof. Fig. 3 is 
a front elevation of one of the stamps of 
the machine and the appliances for operat 

ing it. Fig. 4 is a plan thereof. Fig. 5 
is a left hand side elevation of one of the 
stamps and the mechanism devised for ac 
tuating it. Fig. 6 is a right hand side ele 
vation thereof. Fig. 7 is a detail view of 
one of the stamp levers and with the means 
for operating it. Fig. 8 is a plan of the 
means enployed for preventing more than 
one stamp being used at the one time, or 
for locking all of the stamps against being 
used. 

In carrying out the invention each stamp 
die 1 is carried in the end of a lever bar 2 
that is articulated at its other end to a ver 
tical frame plate 3 secured to a base plate 4. 
The lever is so disposed that when turned 
on its pivot pin 5 the stamp 1 will be caused 
to strike with its die face upon the top of a 
resilient cushioned stanping block 6 se 
cured upon the base plate 4. For thus 
operating the stamp lever a plunger rod 
7 is provided and mo?anted vertically in 
sliding glides upon the side of the frame 
plate 3 so as to be capable of sliding up 
and down therein, being normally retained 
in its raised position by means of the sprin 
8. The plunger rod is formed with a rack 
9 in one of its edges the teeth of which are 
adapted to gear with the teeth of a pinion 
wheel 10 mounted on the pivot pin 5 and 
adapted to engage with S. stamp lever, 
when the rod is moved down and up. These 
movements of the rod are thus adapted to 
also the stamp lever to he turned down to 
engage with the stannping block, and to turn 
upward under the influence of the spring 8 
when the rod is released from the down 
ward pressure thereon. A spring 11 is also 
provided for assisting the upward move 
ment of the stamp lever. The connection 
of the fillion 10 with the stamp lever is 
rade of such a nature as to permit of a 
limited in oint of free movement to each 
so as thus to nrovide for any jar of the 
die on the stamping hock being prevented. 
This is effected by forming a short slot 10 
in the pinion which slot rides over a pin 2 
projecting from the adjacent face of the 
lever. The pin is kept normally in the 
forward end of the slot by means of the 
spring 10, attached to the pinion. When 
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the die hits the stamping block the lever 
2 may thus rebound to the limit allowed 
by the length of the slot, Any number of 
these stamp levers may be so constructed 0 
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the others so that its value may be readily 
recognized when it is impressed upon an 
envelop or the like. Instead of the inking 
pads the stamp des. Inay be designed to 

anti down movements the pin will travel on 
w is sides of the bar and thus will pre 

it. tile plate being moved across under the 
action of spring 25 until the limits of the 
travel ire reached. 
The means employed for preventing im 

sessions being obtained on two or more 
paper sheets from the one movement of the 
stan lever by the use of carbon paper or 
tier duplicating means placed between the 

sheets, without indicating that such has been 

caused to pass across above the stamping 
block so as to transmit an impression to the 
article placed upon the block. . . . . . . 
The means for locking, the plunger rods 

one to be depressed at the one time as shown dijn', are shown in Fig. 5. These means in Fig. 8 consist of a number of vertical 
consist of an airin 32 pivoted to the frame plates 41 arranged on their edges end to end 
plate 3 and adapted to descend across the within a frathe 42. These plates are ar stainping block (3 tinder the infliience of a 
siring 33 connetted with a fail piece 34 two plates, coincide with one of the plunger thereon. This arm carries a plate 35 the rods and the frame is made of such a width edge of which engages with the stainping that it will exceed the aggregate length of 
lock. The arma is kept raised when the the plates by, sufficient only perinit of a 
plunger rod is in its raised position and is projecti hapel; lock 43 on each plun: 
retailed by hieans of a pin or an antifric- passing lown between the edges of 
tion roller 36 on the bottom of the roden - ?o -- - - * 
garig against the tail 34. This pin is so ov, 
positi:red that lie arm will be released 

ili ("ciately the rod starts to nove down 
w: risi, that its riter end and the edge 
ths late:35 will stiike across the paper laid 
(; Jy' starping block sufficiently hard to 
alse it impression, across, they faire. of any 

i: ei's irranged, hencatli the top piper with: 
diplicating incans between. The arm is 
then iiii tried iaiely raised again by the en 
gig ent of the in or roller 37 on, the rod 
with the per sile of the t; if piece, as the 
r is lives (wn so that it will be novel oit 

1e wedge opening this provided -f 

force tie plates apart while cl 
the other-lenings against the adi 

rate block may be inserted between one of 
the edilat's and the frate and the thers' this jamined into the closed position. 
opening 45 in its front of stich a size as to 
pernit of an envelop or paper being in 
serf ("d to lie cross the stainping block and 
if desired, his opening may be covered by a 

is 'ct: it ('il in the ritised position v Ilicans 
( ; it: string S cigaritiu? with a kio) on 

he side () tie : in a jil hel y stel spring 
intil the root re: cines ( ) w; it it it of its 
travel when he sliig will be it reed out of 
?ilict with it y tilt it cliest in 39 on the 

!', it is: iri?: 'it': the srisr, and the 
; : inci retaine if the raised fosition by 
the eigh geneit of the in 36 with the tail used with the machine nay-1.c' of any of 

it i? if the ; ; it i? '' ('for' (lescribed. the known constructions-int stily as will 
\ y : ) (, vec in it is 1: v it" levised for rovide for the aggregate valies of the lif 

ing aid adapted to lic lifted, to perit of 
the envelop being inserted in the in anner 
re?ired. : 
The conting or recording' mechatistin 

(let's fig the ling r i? is in the laner ferent staips eig recorded: "This incel it 
desi'i it's . It ?he ir: Wiigs 'ich roci is is will be actitated by gearing with the 
shown as e Nf it ling cyotic thic toi) of the several linger rods of the clifferent, stat is ' 
casing () in s : it h the ilich;it is is no int- which will be arranged to yetiate the re 
ed a :(ii is , 'vict in is ( ) l with a corder in a nanner, proportionate to their finger i : 1 ( , v i : is if which it lay loc' (le- respective values. M v 
ir set . If its it it wi' ?i ta' r it inity be What we do claim as or invention, and 
di' \, , it wi by ' is if it liv ( ' 'ver desire secure by aetters latent, is:- 
ext encil 6 at ; it frt in of the rising and 1. in franking achines, a stafni) die, it 
connected it its sick eiti y liks (11 other pivoted lever carrying such die, a plunger 
connectors with the reti. i' ( ; lated when depressed to engage with 
A in y desired number of stamps in: v e all defress the lever, incans for raising the. 

r (, ; it lever, a pivoted ari arrangel adja 
cacy it.' " i \; ('s with valies a 'c' ill- ("t it to the lunger rod, an inking pad por 
dicated upole ?inger plates of tier's ec- stiel arni, a spring for keeping the pad in 
tive rigids. Wit' es?, it is ; fl. 1'.' i: I title eii: genient, with the stamp dics when the 
valve ace its '... the is king at , eith Hay ever is is the raised position, in tension 
i: , , ; }ct with stiliik of ii Ferent trilor to to the pivoted arm a depression tapon the 

then-thie rests of:th plates are: 

n: go 
.. 

blocks of the other rods. If all the rods 95 
are tole this locked froii novelient a sepa 

work in conjunction with an inking ribbon to 

from being depressed or for only allowing is 

ranged so that the adjacent edges of each so 

85 

"The casing 40 will be provided with an 100 

spring plate hinged to the inside of the cas- 105 
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plunger rod into which stich extension fits 
when the plunger rod is raised and shaped 
to engage with such extension when the plunger rod is depressed, substantially as 

5 herein specified. 
2. In franking machines, a stamp die, . 

pivoted lever carrying such die, a plunger 
rod adapted when depressed to engage with 
and depress the lever, means for raising the 

10 rod and lever, a pivoted arm arranged ad 
jacent to the plunger rod, an inking pad ar 
ranged to rotate on such arm, a spring for 
keeping the pad in engagement with the 
stamp die when the lever is in the raised 15 position, an extension upon the arm, a de 
pression in the plunger rod adapted to en 
gage with such extension and to lift the arm 
on its pivot when the plunger: rod is de 
pressed, a ratchet wheel fixed to the back of 

20 the inking pad and fixed spring tooth 
adapted to be engaged by such ratchet, wheel 
when the arm is raised, substantially as specified. - 

3. In franking machines, a stamp die, a 
25 pivoted lever carrying such die, a g; 

O block adapted to be engaged by the fa 
the die, a plunger adapted to engage 

- with and depress the lever, means for re 
turning the rod and lever to the raised posi 

30 tion, a ratchet wheel and pawl, a pinion 
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adapted to rotate with the ratchet wheel and 
a double rack connected with the plunger 
rod arranged with its racks on reverse sides 
of the pinion and adapted at each linit of 
movement of such rod to be rocked to cause 35 
the respective racks to engage alternately 
with the pinion substantially as and for the purposes herein specified. 

4. In franking machines, 'a stamp die, a 
pivoted lever carrying such die, a plunger 40 
rod adapted to engage with and depress the 
lever, a stamping block adapted to be en 
gaged by the die when depressed, means for 
actuating the plunger rod, a spring for keep 
ing it normally in a raised position, a ES 45 controlled pivoted lever having a plate fixe 
to its outer end and adapted on the down 
ward movement of the Ey. rod to strike 
across the stamping block and then to be 
Ed clear thereof, substantially as speci- 50 
In testimony whereof, we have signed this 

specification in the presence of two subscrib ing witnesses. 
FREDERICK AUGUST FISCHER. 
ARTHUR PAUL FISCHER. 

Witnesses: 
A. HuobLE CAMPBELL, 
A. ColeMAN. 


