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(57) Abstract: [Problem] To provide a technique
for suppressing decrease of the luminous effi-
ciency of a semiconductor element having a mesa
structure by suppressing concentration of electric
current flowing between a p electrode and an n
electrode in a region near the mesa end. [Solution]
A group III nitride semiconductor element which
comprises an active layer between an n-type layer
and a p-type layer and has a mesa structure con-
taining the p-type layer, and which comprises an n
electrode on the n-type layer and a p electrode on
the p-type layer, said p electrode being obtained
by sequentially laminating a first metal layer, a
conductive layer and a second metal layer in this
order. The resistivity of the conductive layer is
higher than the resistivity of the first metal layer.
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