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The invention relates generally to anchor
plates, and more particularly to anchor plates
for holding the ends of steel strapping or the
like.

It is common practice in loading hox cars to
employ steel strapping where possible to bind the
load or portions of it together, and it is common
practice to anchor the ends of such strapping to
the sides or the bottom of the car to brace the
load, as well as prevent undue shifting thereof.
If plates or other means are employed and fas-
tened to the car by means of nails or other simi-
lar means, it is generally necessary to pry the
nails out to release the anchor plate, and often-
times during such operation the sides or bottom
of the car are -damaged due to splitting of the
wood, ete.

The present invention has among its objects
the production of an anchor plate for fastening
the ends of the steel strapping to a supporting
surface by means of nails, drive screws or the
like, in which it is unnecessary to remove the
mounting nails or other means to release the
plate and strap end during removal thereof,
whereby the mounting may then be driven flush
with the wall or other surface, thus eliminating
the possibility of injury to the same.

A further object of the invention is the pro-
duction of such a plate which is so designed that
it may be readily engaged with a hammer or the
like to facilitate the disconnection thereof from
the mounting means.

A further object of the invention is the pro-
duction of such a plate which is so constructed
that, if desired, it may be locked in position until
the time of disconnection, and readily unlocked
when desired. .

Many other objects and advantages of the con-
struction herein shown and described will be ob-
vious to those skilled in the art from the dis-
closure herein given.

To this end my invention consists in the novel
construction, arrangement and combination of
parts herein shown and described, and more par-
ticularly pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, wherein like reference char-
acters indicate like or corresponding parts:

Fig. 1 is a plan view of an anchor plate em-
bodying the present invention;

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the plate illustrated
in Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 is a plan view of a mounted plate and
strap end; and

Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken approximately
on the line §—4 of Fig. 3.
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Referring to the drawings, and more particu-
larly to Fig. 1, the embodiment, of the invention
illustrated comprises a substantially rectangular -
plate indicated generally by the numeral | .of
suitable material, having an elongated rectangu-
larly shaped slot 2 therein, of a size to receive the
particular strapping material to be employed.
The plate is provided with a plurality of openings
3 which, in the present embodiment of the inven-
tion, are illustrated as of more or less keyhole
shape, each having a small narrow elongated
portion 4 and an enlarged generally circular por-
tion'§, the portions 4.and 5 being correspondingly
positioned so that the portions 4 extend towards
one‘end-of the plate, and the portions 5 towards

" the opposite end of the plate; The width of ‘the
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narrow portions 4 of the openings 3 is slightly
larger than the shank diameter of the mounting

‘nail or other means to be employed, .while the

portions 5 are of sufficient size to permit the head
of the mounting means to pass therethrough. It
will be apparent that the relative dimensions and
proportions of the openings 3 will depend upon
the size of the mounting means employed.- - As
illustrated in Fig. 2, the ends 6 and 7 of the plate
are provided with outwardly extending flange
portions 8 and 8 respectively, the flange 8 being
of sufficient height to act as an abutment which
may be struck by a hammer or the like to slide
the plate along the supporting surface.

Referring to Figs. 3 and 4, the anchor plate
llustrated may be utilized in the following
manner:

The ends of the band or strapping S is bent
back upon itself and the free end inserted in the
slot 2, thereby hooking the strap on one edge of
the plate, following which, the plate is rolled over
a half turn to partially wind the strap about the
plate, after which it is placed in position on the
mounting surface and nails N positioned in the
portions 4 of the openings 8 and driven down so
that the heads H of the nails engage the upper
face of the plate adjacent the portion 4 of the
opening 3. The nails are so located that when
all of the same have been driven, they will be at
the end of the narrow portions & of the respective
openings. If it is desired to provide additional
means for preventing shifting of the plate i, a
nail may be driven into the supporting surface as
indicated at A, so that the head of the nail will®
be positioned below the upper edge of the flange
9 and abut the end 7 of the plate, thus prevent-
ing a movement of the plate relative to the nails
positioned . in the narrow portions 4 of the
openings 3.
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When it is desired to remove the plate, it is
 merely necessary to drive the nail A flush with
the supporting surface, affer which, the flange
8 may be struck with a hammer or the like to
slide the plate relative to the supporting sur-
face, over the nail A and thereby position the
heads of the mounting nails within the large
portions 5 of the openings 3, and as these open-
ings are of sufficient size to freely permif the
heads of the nails to pass therethrough, the plate
may readily be removed from the supporting
surface leaving the nails standing, at which time
they may be either withdrawn or driven in to
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bring the heads of the nails flush . with the .

mounting surface. It will be apparent that no
damage will be done to the supporting surface
by driving the nails fiush therewith, and that if

it is desired to withdraw the nails, this may be .

accomplished with considerably less difficulty
than if the nails had to be pryed off at the time
of removal of the anchor plate. . . = . )

- It will likewise be apparent that by providing
the flange 9, the nail A will firmly abut the end
of the plate, thus securely holding the same in
position. . e e .

" Tt will likewise be apparent that as the plate
may. be removed without damage, it may readily
be.re-employed. for the purposes intended.

Having thus described my invention, it is ob-

vious that various immaterial modifications may
be made .in the same without departing from
the spirit of my invention; hence, I ‘do not wish
to be understood as.limiting myself to the exact
form, construction, -arrangement and. combina~
tion of parts. herein shown and described or
uses mentioned. . BN

What I claim as new:
Letters Patent ist . L S

1. In an anchor plate.for strapping, the com-
pination of a flat plate member having an elon-
gated siot therein for receiving the free end of
2 band to be engaged with said plate, said plate
having a plurality of relatively narrow openings
therethrough extending in the same. direction
as said slot, and adapted to receive and engage
moumting means for mounting said plate on a

and desire to secure by
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supporting surface, said openings each terminat~
ing at one of their corresponding ends in g rela-
tively large portion of a size to permit free pas~
sage therethrough of the respective mounting
means, said plate having an outwardly raised
portion at the end thereof adjacent the relatively
large portions of said openings to provide a tool
engageable abutment, and provided with an out-
wardly raised portion at the opposite end of said
plate adapted to be engaged by means secured
to such supporting means for preventing said
plate from shifting relative to mounting means
positioned in the narrow portions of said open~
ings.

9. In an anchor plate for strapping, the com~
bination of a-flat plate member having an elon-

‘gated slot therein for receiving the free end of &

band to be engaged with said plate, said plate
having a plurality of relatively narrow openings
therethrough extending in the same direction as
said slot, and adapted to receive and engage
mounting means for mounting said plate to a
supporting surface, said openings each terminat-
ing at one of their corresponding ends in a rela-
tively large opening of a size to permit free pas-
sage therethrough of the respective mounting
means when aligned with the respective rela-
tively large openings, said plate having an out-
wardly raised portion at the end thereof adjacent
the relatively large openings for engagement with
a suitable tool and provided with an outwardly
raised portion at the opposite end of said plate
adapted to engage means for retaining said plate
in mounted position on such mounting means.
JOSEPH P. MIERZWA.
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