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BB Form beta image of image-recording layer

CC Measure 60° specular gloss G1 of beta image

DD Carry out prescribed planning {gloss G2} of gloss

adjustment layer according to 60° specular gloss G1 of beta image
EE Form gloss adjustment layer on substrate

FF Form image-recording layer on gloss adjustment layer

(57) Abstract: The present invention addresses the problem of providing an image-recording method in which a difference
in gloss between an image-forming part and a non-image-forming part is reduced and with which there is formed an
image having exceptional adhesion and wettability. This image-recording method involves providing a gloss adjustment
layer on an image-forming part and a non-image-forming part of a substrate, and forming an image-recording layer on an
image-forming part of the gloss adjustment layer, wherein the method is characterized in that the 60° specular gloss G1
of the image-recording layer provided directly on the substrate is measured in advance, and the 60° specular gloss G2 of
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the gloss adjustment layer is adjusted in accordance the resultant information pertaining to the 60° specular gloss G1.
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<What is examined>

In regard to claims 1-11, the relationship between the "gloss adjusting
layer™ and the "image recording layer" in the topmost surface and the
definitions of "60-degree specular surface glossiness Gl1" are unclear. In
this regard, disclosed under PCT Article 5 is "an image recording method
including providing a gloss adjusting layer above the image formation part
and non-image formation part of the substrate, and forming an image recording
layer above the image formation part of the gloss adjusting layer"”, and
furthermore, "measuring the 60-degree specular surface glossiness Gl of the
image recording layer Dbeforehand provided directly above the substrate”,
alone. That 1is to say, it is unclear what technical meaning lies in
decreasing the difference in glossiness between the image formation part and
the non-image formation part if the gloss adjusting layer is not provided on
the topmost surface. Furthermore, considering that Gl of the image recording
layer changes in accordance with on what to form the image recording layer,
the definition is unclear in cases other than where it is formed directly on
"the substrate".

Accordingly, claims 1-11 do not fulfill the requirement for clarity
under PCT Article 6.

Thus, those other than "an image recording method including providing a
gloss adjusting layer above the image formation part and non-image formation
part of the substrate, and forming an image recording layer above the image
formation part of the gloss adjusting layer”, and furthermore "measuring the
60-degree specular surface glossiness Gl of the 1image recording layer
beforehand provided directly above the substrate"™, which cannot be examined
in a meaningful manner, have not been examined.
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