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1 
The present invention relates to a container 

for a cigarette package or the like, and has for 
an object to provide a protective container for 
receiving the well known popular type of cig 
arette package having a soft paper Wrapper in 
such a manner as to effectually protect the cig 
arette package against crushing while being car 
ried in the pocket, and which at the same time 
will provide a substantially air tight closure for 
the package, so that the freshness of the ciga 
rettes is preserved and flakes of tobacco are pre 
vented from sifting from the container into the pocket. 
Another object is to provide a container in 

cluding a receptacle part and a cover part hing 
edly connected together, and wherein the recep 
tacle part is provided with an upstanding fange 
extending entirely around its four sides and 
which is adapted to be engaged by the cover part 
with a relatively snug substantially air-tight fit 
at its four sides. 
A further object is to provide hinge means in 

the form of a spring member adapted to exert 
opening pressure on the cover in its closed posi 
tion, and which provides a floating hinge axis 
about which the cover swings in its opening and 
closing movements. In particular, it is proposed 
to provide a spring member which, in its nor 
mal untensioned position with the Cover Open, 
is of substantially right angular form and which, 
in its tensioned position with the COver closed, 
has its leg portions disposed in substantially the 
same plane. It is further proposed to provide 
a cooperating structure in the receptacle and 
cover parts, whereby the cover part, in Swinging 
between its open and closed positions has a lat 
eral shifting movement, the cover part moving 
first about an outwardly offset axis which brings 
its forward end into engagement with the upper 
end surface of the upstanding flange of the re 
ceptacle part, and thereupon being laterally 
shifted as it is swung into, closed position in en 
gagement with said flange, this movement tak 
ing place about a floating axis, and whereby a 
component of lateral force is exerted by the 
spring upon the cover part to retain it in closed position. 
Another object is to provide a container hav 

ing a spring hinge mounted entirely outwardly 
of the interior of the container, and wherein the 
interior surface of the receptacle and cover part 
are entirely free of any exposed or projecting 
structure of the spring hinge member. 
A further object is to provide a container which 

may have its receptacle and cover parts conven 
iently and economically constructed from plastic 
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2 
or other suitable material, and wherein the spring 
hinge member may be assembled with the recep 
tacle and cover parts without the necessity for 
employing rivets or other such extraneous fas 
tening means. - 
With the above and other objects in view, an 

embodiment of the invention is shown in the ac 
Companying drawings, and this embodiment will 
be hereinafter more fully described with refera 
ence thereto, and the invention will be finally 
pointed out in the claims. 

In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a container, accord 

ing to the illustrated exemplary embodiment of 
the invention, the same being shown in closed position. 

Fig. 2 is a rearward end view thereof. 
Fig. 3 is a transverse vertical sectional view, 

taken along the line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 4 is a longitudinal vertical sectional view, 

showing the cover in its open position. 
Fig. 5 is a top plan view of the container in 

the open position as seen in Fig. 4. 
Fig. 6 is a longitudinal vertical sectional visW, 

partially broken away, showing the cover in par tially closed position. 
Fig. 7 is a longitudinal vertical sectional view, 

partially broken away, showing the cover in fully closed position. 
Fig. 8 is a detail side view of the spring mem 

ber in its detached untensioned state. 
Figs. 9, 10 and 11 are perspective views of three 

alternative or modified spring hinge members. 
Similar reference characters indicate corre 

Sponding parts throughout the several figures of the drawings. 
Referring to the drawings, the container for a 

cigarette package or the like, according to the 
exemplary illustrated embodiment of the inven 
tion shown in Figs. 1 to 8, comprises a receptacle 
part, indicated generally as f0, and a cover part 
indicated generally as , preferably constructed 
of plastic or of other suitable material, which, in 
addition to being relatively hard and stiff, has a 
limited degree of resilient yieldability. 
The receptacle part of the container has 

provided at its oper end portion a relatively 
thin lip flange 2 extending entirely around its 
four sides, a stop shoulder f3 being provided at the 
lower edge of the flange 2 at the outer side of the 
receptacle part. The rearward wall of the re 
ceptacle part is relatively thicker than the side 
and front walls and is provided with a recess f4 
extending downwardly from the shoulder 3 and 
having its end walls inwardly spaced from each 



3 
of the side walls of the receptacle part. The base 
wall of the recess 4 is horizontally disposed, its 
end walls are vertically disposed, and its inner 
wall is substantially flush with the outer surface 
of the flange 2. In the base wall of the recess 
4 there is provided a vertically disposed pocket 
5 extending downwardly in the rearward wall of 

the receptacle, and adapted as will presently more 
fully appear to receive one leg of the spring hinge 
member, this slot extending substantially the full 
width of the recess 4 and extending downwardly 
into the wall of the receptacle a sufficient distance 
to receive and effectually anchor the leg of the 
spring hinge member. 
The cover part if is provided within its lower 

end with an internal recess 6 extending about 
its four sides, and in which the flange 2 of the 
receptacle part is adapted to fit in the closed posi 
tion of the cover, as seen in Fig. 7, the lower edge 
of the cover part in the closed position fitting 
upon the shoulder f3, and the shoulder of the 
recess G fitting upon the upper edge of the flange 
2. In closed position the inner and outer sur 
faces of the cover part are substantially flush 
along its four sides with the inner and outer 
surfaces of the receptacle part. As in the case 
of the receptacle part, the rearward wall of the 
cover part is substantially thicker than the side 
and front walls, and is provided in its lower sur 
face with a hinge leg receiving pocket extend 
ing vertically upwardly in said rear wall. This 
pocket T is substantially identical with the pock 
et 5 of the receptacle part and in the closed 
position of the cover part is vertically aligned 
therewith, being separated from the pocket 5 
by the recess f4. 
The spring hinge member 8 is in the form of a 

rectangular strip of spring metal of right angle 
shape as shown in Fig. 8 in its normal untensioned 
state, and having its end portions 9-9 bent in 
wardly upon the outer sides of the leg portions to 
provide double thickness gripping portions for 
retention of the spring in the pockets 5 and 
of the receptacle and cover parts. The Spring 
corresponds in width substantially to the width 
of the pockets 5 and , and is of such thickness 
that the double thickness ends provided by the 
end portions 9 are adapted to be tightly forced 
into the pockets by the application of Sufficient 
pressure, the end edges of the end portions 9 
thereupon forming spurs which tend to bite into 
the plastic material of the walls of the pockets to 
resist outward removal of the Spring ends. Other 
suitable formations of known design may be pro 
vided upon the spring ends for the purpose of 
retaining them in the pockets, and it will also 
be understood that if desired the Spring may be 
riveted or otherwise suitably secured. 

In Figs. 9, 10 and 11 there are illustrated three 
alternative or modified spring hinge members 
which may be employed instead of the Spring 
hinge member illustrated in Figs. 1 to 8. In Fig. 9, 
the spring hinge member f3 is formed of a strip 
of spring metal substantially similar to the Spring 
hinge member 8, being provided at each of its 
ends with inwardly bent end portions 9. Instead 
of the right angular bend forming the bight of 
the spring, the bight consists of two spaced bends 
24-24 having a diagonal connecting portion be 
tween them, so that the angles of the bends in the 
normal untensioned position of the Spring are 
substantially 135°, as distinguished from the 90 
angle of the bend of the spring 8. In Fig. 10 
the spring hinge member 8 consists of a length 
of spring wire formed into a substantially rec 
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tangular loop bent at right angles between its ends 
to form the bight of the spring. . The sides of the 
two legs of the spring hinge member are pref 
erably provided with crimped portions 25 for 
wedging engagement in the pockets of the re 
ceptacle and cover parts of the container. In 
Fig. 11 the spring hinge member 8 is also formed 
of a length of wire, and has a coil 26 provided in 
the bight of the spring. The end extremity 27 
of one side of one of the legs of the spring hinge 
member is bent at right angles and inserted in the 
passage through the coil 26 from one side, while 
the end extremity 28 at the other side of the 
other leg is bent at right angles and inserted in 
the passage through the coil from the other side. 
As in the case of the spring hinge member shown 
in Fig. 10 the sides of the two legs are provided 
with crimped portions 25 for wedging engage 
ment in the pockets of the receptacle and cover 
parts of the container. 

In the assembled relation the bight of the spring 
hinge is disposed in the recess 4, and, as shown 
clearly in FigS. 4 and 6, the outward offset of the 
pocket 5 from the inner wall of the recess pro 
vides a small clearance space between the bight 
of the Spring and the inner wall of the recess. 
It will also be seen that the portion of the leg of 
the Spring within the pocket and above the end 
portion 9 has a clearance space within the pock 
ed at its inner side in which the spring may have 
a slight Swinging movement. 

In the open position, as seen in Fig. 4, the 
pre-set form of the spring is such that the cover 
stands substantially vertically and entirely clear 
of the interior of the receptacle part. In closing 
the cover it is first swung to a position as seen 
in Fig. 6, this Swinging movement taking place 
about a relatively fixed swinging point or axis. 
The forward end of the cover part contacts the 
upper Surface of the forward end of the flange 
2, which is preferably made somewhat lower 
than the rearward end by forming the upper 
edge of the forward portion of the flange at a 
downward incline, as at 20. Also this forward 

5 end is slightly rounded, as at 2, to provide a 
camming surface over which the forward edge of 
the cover may move. At this point in the clos 
ing movement the cover part is rearwardly off 
set to a slight extent so that there is lateral 
clearance between the rearward wall of the cover 
part and the rearward wall of the flange 2, and 
there is also substantial lateral clearance be 
tween the bight of the spring hinge member and 
the inner wall of the recess 4. The cover part 
is thereupon pressed into its fully closed position 
by moving it laterally over the rounded surface 
2, at the same time swinging it downwardly 
against the stop shoulder 3. During this move 
ment the cover part swings about a floating cen 
ter or axis, which moves substantially laterally 
causing the bight of the spring to move inwardly 
against the inner wall of the recess 4. Thus 
in the closed position of the cover part this 
spring exerts a component of lateral force upon 
the cover toward the hinge to pull the forward 
surface of the recess 6 of the cover in frictional 
engagement with the forward end of the flange 
2. In this engaged relation there is a very 

slight clearance between the rearward wall of 
the flange 2 and the rearward wall of the cover 
part, as shown clearly in Fig. 7. The forward 
end of the flange 2 is preferably provided with 
a small nub or projection 22 adapted to engage 
a small dimple or recess 23 in the forward wall 
of the cover part. If desired the arrangement 
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of the projection 22 and recess 23 may be 
reversed, the projection being on the cover part 
and the recess in the flange 2. 

In order to open the container, it is only nec 
essary to apply slight pressure to one of the cor 
ners of the receptacle part, which part is so 
constructed that slight pressure will sufficiently 
distort the basic shape of the container to cause 
the frictional pressure between the receptacle 
and cover parts set up by the lateral force of 
the spring hinge to be momentarily released, and 
also to cause the projection 22 to disengage from 
the recess 23 sufficiently to allow the opening 
force of the spring hinge to become effective. Thereupon the spring hinge swings the cover to 
open position, the cover moving laterally as it 
is initially swung from the closed position to 
the position shown in Fig. 6, and thereupon 
swinging about a substantially fixed axis to the 
open position shown in Fig. 4. In practice the 
hand is gripped about the receptacle so that 
diagonally opposite corners are pressed inwardly, 
causing the front and rear walls which are nor 
mally parallel to the front and rear walls of the 
cover to assume an angular position and the 
side walls to move inwardly from the side walls 
of the cover. This action is permitted by the 
clearance provided between the rear walls of the 
receptacle and cover and by the lateral swinging 
movement of the hinge axis of the spring. The 
container may thus be held and opened by the 
use of one hand only. 

I have illustrated and described a preferred 
and satisfactory embodiment of the invention, 
but it will be understood that changes may be 
made therein, within the spirit and Scope there 
of as defined in the appended claims. 
Having thus described my invention, what is 

claimed and desired to be secured by Tetters 
Patent is: 
1. A container comprising a receptacle part 

having parallel front and rear walls and parallel 
side walls normally at right angle to Said front 
and rear walls, a cover part having parallel front 
and rear walls and parallel side walls normally at 
right angles to said front and rear walls, there 
being lateral clearance between the rear wall of 
said receptacle part and the rear wall of said 
cover part to permit lateral shifting of said 
cover part relatively to said receptacle part in 
the closed position of said cover part, and a 
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spring hinge member having its end portions re 
spectively secured to the rear walls of said re 
ceptacle and said cover parts and its interme 
diate hinging axis portion laterally movable with 
respect to said receptacle part, said hinge mem 
ber, in the closed position of said cover part, ex 
erting an opening force on said cover part, and 
also a lateral component of force upon said cover 
part toward said hinge member to retain said 
part in closed position through engagement of 
said front walls of said cover and receptacle 
parts, the walls of said receptacle part being ex 
teriorly engageable at their upper marginal por 
tions within the walls of said cover part and ex 
tending for a substantial distance below said 
cover part to provide exposed corners adapted to 
be laterally gripped, and the walls of said recep 
tacle part having resilient yieldability whereby 
lateral gripping pressure applied to diagonally 
opposite corners disposes the front and rear walls 
of said receptacle part in angular relation to the 
front and rear walls of said cover part and moves 
the side walls of said receptacle part inwardly 
away from the side walls of said cover part to 
thereby permit said cover part to open under the 
action of said spring member. 

2. The invention as defined in claim i, further 
characterized by cooperating interlocking means 
on the front walls of said receptacle and cover 
parts adapted to be engaged and disengaged 
???????gh lateral shifting movement of said cover 
Oat. 
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