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205 DISPLAY UNIT

152

(57) Abstract: An information retrieval device comprises an acquisition
unit (201) for acquiring a stroke represented by a set of position coordi-
nates on a coordinate input device, which indicate touched portions there-
on during a period from when a handwriting input means touches the coor-
dinate input device to when the means gets off, a generation unit (202) for
generating one or more character strings in accordance with the shapes of
one or more strokes and the combination thereof and generating one or
more recognition candidate character strings having one or more character
strings, a selection unit (203) for calculating the value indicating the prob-
ability of each recognition candidate character string as a character and se-
lecting at least one recognition candidate character string as a search key in
descending order of the value out of one or more recognition candidate
character strings, a retrieval unit (204) for searching a database containing
one or more character strings by using each search key for a character
string including the search key and obtaining a result character string rep-
resenting the character string retrieved as a result of the search using the
search key, and a display unit (205) for displaying the search result. When
a plurality of search keys are selected, the information retrieval device dis-
plays each search key and the result character string corresponding to the
search key on the display unit (205).
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