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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Tirrovore Doy, cifi-
zen of the United States; residing at Nora
Springs, in the county of Floyd and State
of Towa, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Furniture-Casters, of
which the following is a specification.-

This invention relates to improvements in
furniture casters of the class wherein provi-
sion is made for withdrawing the caster
when not in use, und has for cne of its cb-
jects to simplify and improve the construe-
tion and increase the efliciency and utility
of devices of this character.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a deviece of this character wherein the
actunating mechanism is concealed from view
go that the attachment dces not present any
different appearance from an ordinary
caster. - :

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a device of this character wherein the
caster is automatically disposed in operative

. position by merely lifting the article of fur-
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niture.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists in certain novel features
of construction as hereafter shown and de-
scribed and then specifically pointed out in
the elaims. -

The improved device may be applied to
any of the various articles of furniture upon
which ecasters arve employed, such as tables,
chairs, couches, pianos, organs, bedsteads

5 and the like, and it is not desired therefore

to limit the invention to any specific article
of furniture to which it may be applied, but
for the purpose of illustration is shown and
applied to a conventional table leg, and in
the drawings thus employed: Figure 1 is a
sectional elevation with the parts in pro-
jected position; Fig. 2 is a section on the

line 2—2 of Fig. 1; Fig. 3 is a detail per-
spective view, of the guide members, de-
5 tached.

The improved device is shown applied to
a table leg represented conventionally at 10
and is provided . with a relatively large
cavity indicated at 11 in its lower end, the
cavity being preferably lined with a metal
casing 12. The casing 12 will be preferably
employed as the strength of the device 1s
thereby materially increased, but it will be
understood that the casing is not an essen-
tial feature of the invention.

The leg 10 is provided with a longitudinal

i bore indicated at 13 and enlarged at its
lower end as shown at 14, the bore and its
enlargement communicating with the cavity
11, as shown. Mounted within the enlarge-
ment 14 are two guide disks 15—16 which
are rigidly secured to the leg in any suitable
manner. Extending downwardly through
the bore 13 and likewize through the plates
15—16, is a rod 17, and connected to the
lower end of the rod is a swivel caster frame
18 having a caster of any desired form.
Formed in the body ef the leg 10 at the up-

ture or guideway 20 and slidable within this
guideway is a bar 21 having an aperture

upper end of the rod 17 is adapted to pro-
ject when the arm 21 is in its inward posi-
tion as shown in TFig. 2. If preferred, a
spring 23 may be located at the inner end of
the arm 21 and operating to maintain the
latter yieldably in its outward position. By
this simple arrangement it will be obvious
that when the rod 17 with its caster frame
18 attached, is located in its lower position
and the arm 21 withdrawn as shown in Fig.
1, the upper end of the rod will bear against
the imperforate portien of the arm and thus
maintained in its downward position with
the caster projected or in its operative po-
sition. If it 15 desired to withdraw the
casters the operator simply forces the arms
91 inwardly until the apertures 22 arc in
position to permit the rod 17 to pass up-
wardly when the casters will be automati-
cally withdrawn or disposed in their inop-
erative position as shown in Fig. 2. When
it is desired to dispose the casters in op-
erative position, the article of furniture is
elevated to permit the rod 17 and the casters
carried thereby, to move downward by grav-
ity until the upper ends of the rods are be-
low the paths of the bars 21 when the springs
93 will immediately move the latter into
their outward positien and form stops to
prevent the upward movement of the rods.
Thus the casters are automatically disposed
in their operative position by simply lifting
tle table.

" The improved device is simple in construc-
tion, can be inexpensively manufactured and
applied without decreasing the strength of
the article of furniture, and may be applied
without material structural changes to ar-
ticles of furniture of different forms and

sizes.

per end of the red 17 is a transverse aper-
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The improved device is applicable without
material structural changes to any of the
various foris of casters in use.

Having thus described the invention what
is claimed as new is:— »

1. A device of the class described. com-
prising a rod carrying a caster, a gniding
neans for said rod adapted to be attached
to an article of furniture, and a’'stop member
extending inio the path of said rod and
holding the rod and caster in projected po-
sition, said stop member having an aperture
through which said rod passes when the
stop member is moved into a predetermined

. position to permit the ithdrawal of the

caster. i
9. The combination with an article of

furniture having a longitudinal bore and a

v

{ransverse guideway intersecting - the -bore,

said bore being counterbored -at the lower’

end, a rod slidable in said bore, a caster
carried by said rod, guide disks spaced
apart and supported in soid counter bore
and through which said rod operates, and a
member movable in said guideway and
against which said rod bears when the rod
and caster are projected and having an aper-
ture through which said rod passes when
the rod and caster are withdrawn. = =

In testimony whereof, T aflix my ‘signa-
ture in presence of two witnesses. _

THEODORE DQLL. [1.s.]
TWitnesses: : :

Karouixe B. Dory,
Lurerra A. Moopy.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the « Commissioner cf Patents,
Washingtozn, D. 6.
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