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The invention relates to a panel particularly 
designed and adapted for use in connection with 
electric or other lights and has for its general 
object the provision of a novel translucent panel 
by means of which a very artistic, ornamental and 
pleasing effect may be obtained and the light dif 
fused instead of being concentrated at a point op 
posite the Source. 

. . . An important object of the invention is to pro 
wide a composite panel including a base of clear 
Or colored transparent or translucent material to 
gether with a Superposed layer of translucent ma 
terial of laminated character, the different 
laminae of which will operate to refract or other 
wise divert light rays passing through it for ob 
taining a diffused effect. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a panel having an artificial transparent or trans 
lucent base and a Superposed translucent layer of 

20 natural material, the two substances having their 
characteristics combined to effect a diffusion of 
the light and to produce an artistic and ornamen 
tal light effect which will be not only pleasing but 
also restful to the eye of the observer. 

25 A further object of the invention is to provide 
a light transmitting panel Which may include a 
colorless or colored glass plate or pane and a Su 
perposed layer or sheet of mica, preferably of the 
more or less mottled and translucent variety 

30 which is frequently unsuitable for the usual com 
mercial uses on account of its lack of clearness 
and unifornity. 
A still further object is to provide a light trans 

mitting and diffusing panel of this character in 
35 which the elements may be held in their proper 

relation by any Suitable means. 
An additional object is to provide a panel of 

this character which will be simple and inexpen 
sive to make, easy to assemble, efficient in use, at 

40 tractive in appearance, and a general improve 
ment in the art. 
To the attainment of the foregoing and other 

objects and advantages, the invention preferably 
consists in the details of construction and the air 

as rangement and combination of parts to be here 
inafter more fully described and claimed, and ill 
lustrated in the accompanying drawing in Which: 

Figure 1 is an elevation of a panel constructed 
in accordance with my invention, parts being 

50 broken away, and 
Figure 2 is a cross sectional view on a larger 

scale. 
Referring more particularly to the drawing I 

have shown my panel as comprising a pane or 
S5 sheet of glass 10, a superposed layer of translucent 

material 11 and retaining means 12. The glass 
pane 10 may be fully transparent or of a type 
which is only translucent, depending upon the 
preference of the manufacturer and the intended 
use, and it may be either clear and colorless or 
of any desired color whatsoever depending upon 
the effect desired. The superposed layer 11, is 
preferably a sheet of mica of any appropriate 
thickness and to obtain the most attractive re 
Sults it is advantageously of a cloudy, smoky or 
mottled type, Such for instance as the variety 
Commonly knoWn as “pearl mical'. The mica, 
sheet lies flat against the glass base and may con 
ceivably be Secured thereto by a suitable adhesive, 
pOSSibly Canadian balsam, or the Superposed ele 
ments may be retained in their proper relation 
and prevented from relative shifting by means of 

... the binder or frame indicated at 12, this frame 
being represented as channel shaped in cross sec 
tion SO as to overlie both sheets of material at the 
edges thereof. Details as to this feature and the 
shape and dimensions of the panel are obviously 
immaterial as there may be so many variations 
and modifications in these respects, 
ASSunning that the panel has been constructed 

in this manner it is to be understood that it is 
Very appropriate for use in lighting fixtures or . 
in fact wherever it is desired to modify and diffuse 
the light emanating from any ordinary source 
and at the same time to obtain an attractive 
effect. Regardless of the exact character of the 
base pane 10 I have found that light transmitted 
therethrough and passing through the mica, sheet 
is thoroughly diffused. So that the entire panel 
pOSSeSSes a luminous effect throughout instead 
of the light being concentrated at a limited area, 
on the panel between the light source and the eye 
of the observer. The reason for this is probably 
that the mica, consisting naturally of a multi 
plicity of laminae refracts the light rays on a Wide 
Variety of angles. In addition to this diffusion 
effect any veins, Spots, mottling or color varia 
tions in the mica, Will become visible and if such 
are present they will break up the uniformity of 
th luminous appearance of the panel and conse 
quently avoid a monotonous effect. 
From the foregoing description and a study of 

the drawing it Will be apparent that I have thus 
provided a simple and inexpensive panel which 
is very Suitable for use in lighting fixtures or the 
like On account of its mechanical and ornamental 
characteristics. It is thought that the construc 
tion and advantages should be readily apparent 
to one skilled in the art without further explana 
tion. 
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While I have shown and described the pre 

ferred embodiment of the invention and have 
mentioned certain alternatives it should be 
understood that the right is reserved to make all 
Such changes in the details as will not depart 
from the spirit of the invention or the scope of 
the claims hereunto appended. 

Having thus described the invention, I claim: 
1. A panel of the character described compris 

ing a rigid light transmitting base formed of a 
pane of glass, and a sheet of mica, Substantially 
coextensive therewith superposed thereon. 

2. A panel of the character described compris 
ing a rigid light transmitting base formed of a 
pane of glass, and a sheet of mica substantially 
coextensive therewith superposed thereon and 
consisting of a plurality of laminae. * - 

3. A panel of the character described compris 
ing a rigid light transmitting base formed of a 
pane of glass, and a sheet of mica, Substantially 
coextensive therewith superposed thereon con 
sisting of a plurality of laminae and of a translu 
cent character. 

4. A translucent panel comprising a rigid light 
transmitting base formed of a pane of transparent 
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glass, and a coextensive superposed layer of trans 
lucent mica. 

5. A translucent panel comprising a rigid light 
transmitting base formed of a sheet of colored 
transparent glass, and a Superposed Substantially 
coextensive layer of translucent mica. 

6. A translucent panel comprising a rigid light 
transmitting base formed of a sheet of colored 
transparent glass, and a superposed substantially 
coextensive layer of translucent, mica of a coin 
trasting color. 

7. A translucent panel comprising a rigid light 
transmitting base formed of a sheet of colored 
transparent glass, and a Superposed substantially 
coextensive layer of translucent mica of the pearl 
type. 

8. A decorative light transmitting panel com 
prising a sheet of glass of a selected color, a con 
tinuous unbroken layer of mica, substantially co 
extensive therewith and lying thereagainst, and 
a binder surrounding the edges of the glass and 
the mica and overlying both thereof for effecting 
securing together. 
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