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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

An emergency kit of generally rectangular cross section
having a hinged front with the hinge displaced upwardly
from the bottom edge to form a tray when the kit is open.
A receptacle is built into the top of the kit to receive an
article, such as a lantern. An opening in the case receives
a fire extinguisher which is secured by a bracket and strap.

This invention relates to a safety kit and, more partic-
ularly, to such a kit which is especially designed to be
carried in vehicles, such as automobiles and boats.

It is highly desirable for motorists, boaters, and other
vehicle operators to carry with them certain pieces of
equipment for use in emergencies. This equipment should
include, among other items, a first aid kit, an electric hand
lantern, a fire extinguisher, and flares. The major difficulty
in the past has been that the few operators who carry such
equipment generally stow it rather haphazardly, for ex-
ample in the trunk of a car, where metal parts are sub-
ject to corrosion and where its existence may be com-
pletely forgotten. A fire extinguisher, for example, may
very rarely be required. Unless it is stowed in such a man-
ner as to be readily and repeatedly observable, its pres-
ence may be completely forgotten in the event of a serious
emergency.

Accordingly, it is a primary object of the present in-
vention to provide an improved safety kit wherein the
most important items of emergency equipment are se-
cured in an exposed and readily available fashion. Other
objects are to provide such a kit which provides conven-
ient and accessible storage space for various items of
emergency equipment. The manner in which these objects
are achieved will be more apparent from the following
description, the appended claims, and the figures of the
attached drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 is a top view, partially broken away, of a safety
kit in accordance with this invention; ]

FIG. 2 is a front view of the kit of FIG. 1 partially
broken away to illustrate its internal construction;

FIG. 3 is an enlarged cross section taken substantially
along the line 3—3 of FIG. 2 showing the kit in its open
position; and

FIG. 4 is an enlarged cross section taken substantially
along the line 4—4 of FIG. 2 showing the manner in
which the kit may be hung on a bulkhead or other verti-
cal surface,

The objects of this invention are achieved by an emer-
gency kit which comprises a case of generally rectangular
cross section. The case includes front and back side walls,
first and second end walls, a bottom wall and a top wall,
the top wall defining first and second openings. Portions
of the front side wall, the end walls, and the top wall form
a closure which is hingedly secured to the lower portion
of the front side wall along a line which is displaced from,
and parallel to, the bottom wall. Latch means are selec-
tively engageable with the case and the closure to retain
the closure in a closed position. Receptacle means are
mounted in the top wall communicating with the first
opening. An electric hand lantern is removably positioned
in the receptacle and lantern securing means on the top
wall secure the lantern in the receptacle. A fire extin-
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guisher is removably positioned in the second opening
and the case includes means for securing the extinguisher
in the second opening.

Referring to the drawings, there is illustrated an emer-
gency safety kit comprising a case 10 of generally rec-
tangular cross section including a bottom wall 12, end
walls 14, 16, side walls 18, 20 and top wall 22. The side
wall 20 forms the front of the case and a portion 20, to-
gether with portions 14’, 16’ of each end wall and a por-
tion 22’ of the top wall, forms a closure which is hingedly
secured to front wall 20 by means of a piano-type hinge
24. Hinge 24 is parallel to bottom wall 12 but displaced
therefrom, as is shown most clearly in FIGS. 3 and 4.
This permits the closure to be opened, as shown in FIG.
3, to provide access to the interior of the case while the
bottom of the case forms a tray for retaining articles
therein, even in the open condition. The top and sides of
the closure opening are encircled by a flange 26 which
mates with the interior surface of the closure. A latch 28
mounted on the top of the case serves to retain the clos-
ure in its closed position. A handle 30 mounted on the
top wall makes the case easily portable.

The top wall defines a rectangular opening 32 and a
circular opening 34 at opposite ends of the handle 30.
Mounted within the rectangular opening 32 is a box-
shaped receptacle 36 which depends downwardly from the
top wall into the interior of the case. The receptacle is
mounted against the top wall by means of horizontally
extending flanges 38 secured by screws 46 or other suit-
able means. The receptacle 36 is designed to receive the
battery portion of an electric hand lantern L which is
held in place by means of a strap 42 which is secured at
one end to back side wall 18 by means of suitable rivets
44 and at the other to top wall 22 by means of a snap 46.
Mounted within the case 10 and against the end wall 16
by means of screws 48 is a spacer block 50. The inner
side of the block 50 is substantially aligned with circular
opening 34. A vertical bracket 52 is mounted against the
block 50 and extends upwardly through the opening 34.
Secured to the bracket 52 is a flexible metal band 54 hav-
ing two free ends which are interengageable by means of
a catch §6. A resilient foamed rubber cushion 58 is posi-
tioned on the bottom wall 12 below the opening 34. A fire
extinguisher E is positioned within the circular opening
34, its base resting against cushion 58. The band 54 and
the catch 56 secure the extinguisher to the bracket 52.
Mounted within the front side wall portion 20’ forming
the hinged closure are a plurality of spring clips 60 which
retain three flares F for easy accessibility. A sheet 62 of
emery cloth or other high friction material is cemented
against the inner surface of the side wall portion 20’ to
provide a striking surface for the flares or for friction
matches.

Due to the placement of the hinge 24 along a line which
is displaced from the bottom wall 12, opening of the case
as shown in FIG. 3 does not permit the escape of articles

" contained therein, This feature is of particular value when
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the case contains a number of small items or when used
in an unstable environment such as a boat or airplane.
Articles such as a first aid kit K and a rotating beacon B
may be included among the contents of the case. This
feature whereby the bottom of the case is a closed tray,
even when the case is open, is of particular value when
the case is hung from a wall, bulkhead or other vertical
surface as breakage of articles rolling or falling from the
case is prevented. The size of this invention is provided
with a pair of angled hanging rings 64 which permit the
case to be hung on a vertical support S by means of suit-
able hooks 66. :

It is believed that the many advantages of this inven-
tion will now be apparent to those skilled in the art. It
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3
will also be apparent that a number of variations and
modifications may be made in the imvention without de-
parting from its spirit and scope. Accordingly, the fore-
going description is to be construed as illustrative only,
rather than limiting. This invention is limited only by the
scope of the following claims.

What I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent of the United States is:

1. An emergency kit for motorists and the like which
comprises: a case of penerally rectangular cross section
including front and back side walls, first and second end
walls, a bottom wall, and a top wall defining first and sec-
ond openings therein; closure means formed by portions
of said front side wall, said end walls, and said top wall,
said closure means being hingedly secured to the lower
portion of said front side wall along a line displaced from,
and parallel to, said bottom wall; latch means selectively
engageable with said case and closure means to retain
said closure means in a closed position; receptacle means
depending into said case from said top wall and com-
municating with said first opening; securing means on said
top wall for securing a removable article in said recep-
tacle; a substantially vertical bracket extending upwardly
from said to wall adjacent said second opening; and strap
means on said bracket for encircling and clamping a fire
extinguisher thereto and in said second opening.

2. The kit of claim 1 wherein said receptacle means
comprises an open top box extending downwardly into
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said case a distance less than the depth of said case, the
open top of said box coinciding with said first opening.

3. The kit of claim 2 wherein flare-supporting spring
clip means are mounted onthe interior of said closure
means.

4. The kit of claim 2 wherein an electric hand lantern
is removably mounted in said receptacle means.

5 The kit of claim 2 wherein handle means are
mounted on said top wall intermediate said first and second
openings.

6. The kit of claim 5 wherein said first opening is
substantially rectangular and said second opening sub-
stantially circular.

7. The kit of claim 6 wherein a substantially cylindri-
cal fire extinguisher is removably disposed in said case,
extending outwardly through said second opening.
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