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To all whom it may concern.:

Beit known that I, JorN E. DALBEY, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Spring-
field, in the county of Sangamon and State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Hitehing Devices;
and I do declare the following to be a fall,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon,which form part of this speci-
fieation. ‘

My invention relates to that class of hiteh-
ing devices in which a weight hung below the
body of the vehicle is rendered detachable
from its support to enable it to be lowered to
the ground or pavement, such weight being
connected by a suitable strap to the bit on
the snap, hook, ring, or other attachment pro-
vided therefor. . ’

It is the purpose of my invention to afford
a simple and inexpensive device whereby the
hitching-rein and its anchoring-weight may
be easily disconnected from the supporting-
hook and lowered to the ground without the
supporting-chain passing beyond easy reach
of the hand, and again returned to its normal
position without any special manipulation.

To enable others to fully understand and
to make and use my said invention, T will
proceed to describe the same in detail, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

Figure 1 is a partial perspective view of a
vehicle having the invention applied thereto,
a portion of the bed of the vehicle being
broken away to show more clearly the rela-
tion of the parts. Fig. 2 is a detached en-
larged perspective view of the weight and its
attachments, part of the weight bein g broken
away to show the interior construction. Fig.
3 i8 a diagram showing how the invention is
applied o a team.

To any part of the vehicle A, preferably
the seat, and on approximately the central
line of the length of the vehicle, is attached
a projecting hook a. An anchoring-weight B
is suspended from the hook ¢ by means of a
chain b, which has at its upper extremity a
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ring N of a diameter much larger than that
of chain b. Directly under the hook ¢ is a
plate ¢, of any suitable material, connected
to the bed of the vehicle A in any desired
manner. In the plate ¢ and the bed of the
vehicle A is a hole d of sufficient diameter to
admit of the passage of the chain b, but not
large enough to permit the ring N to fall
through when the device is lowered.

The anchoring-weight B consists of two
members C and C'. The member C is in the
formof a circularbox, havin garound its lower
periphery integral lugs ¢ ¢/, &e., preferably
four in number, which have the tendency of
giving increased resistance to the anchoring-
weight B. In the center of the bottom of the

- member C is a hole ¢, through which passes

the bolt D. - The bolt D also passes through
the hole ¢’ in the member ¢V and clamps the
members C and ¢’ firmly together by means
of the nut f. Into the cavity & thus formed
any number of weights I, of any suitable
material, may be introduced by unscrewing
the nut fand reruoving the member ¢/, when
the member C"and the nut f are replaced,
thus adjusting the weight to any desired
amount.

On the upper periphery of the member C

are integral lugs ¢ and ¢, through which

passes the bolt M, which is then held firmly
in place by means of the nut . The bolt M
alsopassesthroughanygiven link of the chain
b, thus making the distance between the
weight B and the ring N adjustable and con-
necting the chain b with the weight B. The
bolt M is bent at its central point into a form
of a loop K, which keeps the chain b directly
over the center of the weight B.

A lug G, integral with the member C, situ-
ated about midway between the top and bot-
tom of said member and at right angles to the
lugs g and ¢', bears the ring II.  To the ring
II is attached in any suitable manner the
hitehing-strap J, whichis either sin gle or dou-
ble at its outer ends and is provided at said
end or ends with snaps K and K', by means
of which the members j and j' of the strap J
are attached to the bit or bits.

have shown the strap J with two members
and in Fig. 3 how the same may be applied to
a team; but it is obvious that the member 7
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may be dispensed with when there is only one
horse without departing from the spirit of my
invention.

The operation is as follows: The weight B,
attached to the bits I, by means of the hitch-
ing-strap J and the intermediate connections,
isnormally swung free of the ground by means
of the chain b passing through the hole d in
the plate ¢ and engaging with the hook o by
means of the ring N. When it is desired to
throw the device into operation, the ring N is
removed from the hook ¢ and lowered till the
lugs 4 7', &c., of the weight B come in contact
withtheground. TheringN, beingof alarger
diameter, cannot pass through the hole d, but
the chain b is of sufficient length toallow the
weight B to draw the hitching-strap taut. To
restore the weight to its normal position, the
operation is reversed, the ring N being drawn
up and slipped over the hook.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

In a hitching device the combination of a
hollow anchoring-weight adapted to receive
extra weighting material; said anchoring-

579,583

weight consisting of two members detachably
connected by means of aboltandnut centrally
located; the lower member having down-
wardly-projecting lugs on its lower side and
upwardly-projectinglugs on its upper periph-
ery adapted to receive a bolt bent so as to
keep the link of the suspending-chain central
with regard to the anchoring-weight; means
for fastening said bolt; the suspending-chain
having at its upper end a ring of larger di-
ameter than the chain and suited to receive
the suspending-hook; the suspending-hook;
the plate provided with a hole of sufficient di-
ameter to admit the passage of the suspend-
ing-chain but not the ring, means for connect-
ing said hook and plate to the body of the ve-
hicle in their correct relative positions; a
hitching-strap and means for connecting same
to the bits and said anchoring-weight.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

- JOHN E. DALBEY.

In presence of—
S. D. ScHOLES, Jr.,
IENRY J. SIEBERT.
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