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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES F. GILLILAND,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Adrian, in the county of Lenawee and State
of Michigan, have invented a certain new and
useful Clamp or Connector, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. o

My invention relates to clamps or connec-
tors for holding or clamping wires or other
objects, and more Darticularly to that class
of said devices in which a set-screw is em-
ployed to bind or fasten the wire, combined
with a jam-nut to fix the serew and prevent
it from turning and loosening the wire or
other object to be held. ,

The invention is especially useful for bind-
ing-posts of electrical apparatus, and is here-
inshown and described as embodied in a bind-
ing-post.

“The object of the invention is to prodace
a simple, cheap, and effective device; and
to this end the invention consists in a jam-
nut made to operate both as a clamp-nut to
clamp the screw and after the manner of the
ordinary jam-nut. This it may do by op-
erating to compress the post or block into
which the set-screw is tapped, the post or
block being preferably split or divided and
the nut being coned internally to operate
upon the conical end of the post or being oth-
erwise properly constructed to COmpress or
draw the sides of the block or post together
upon the serew when said nutis turned down
upon the serew to jam the latter. I do not,
however, limit myself to this particular way
of clamping the screw, as the gist of the in-
vention consists in making the jam-nut op-
erate also asaclamp by wedging or clamping
adevice upon thescrew laterally when turned
down upon the screw as a jam-nut.

My invention consists also in the details of
construction hereinafter described and then
pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 11is-

aside elevation of a binding-post embodying
my invention. Tig. 2is a plan of the same.
Fig. 3 is a vertical central section.

A is the body of .the block or post, tapped
as usual to receive the set-screw B and hay-
ing the socket C to receive the wire or other
part to be clamped by said set-screw B in the
usual or any desired manner. -

D is a jam-nut tapped-so as to be capable
of turning upon the serew B. As usual in
connectors, the jam-nut D operates to jam
the screw B when it is turned u pon said screw
and brought firmlyinto engagement with the
block or post. - In my present invention, how-
ever, the said nut performs the additional

function of clamping the screw B in its socket

by drawing or forcing the device or part-of
the device laterally against the screw. For
convenience and simplicity the nut D oper-
ates for'this purpose by compressing the post
upon the serew, the said post being for this
purpose divided or split at a number of points
@ and the nut being made cup-shaped, as
shown, to embrace the tapered end of the post
when it is turned down upon the screw B, and
to thereby compress or draw the sides of the
posttogetherand firmlyhold the serew against
turning. . ’

The form of the tapered end of the post and
of the cup-shaped cavityin the nutD may be
largely varied. As shown, both have a taper,
but either one of. them alone might have a
taper, as is obvious.
give the cup-shaped nut an internal taper, as
shown, which fits upon the taper ou the end
of the post, and thereby provides alarge sur-
face of frictional engagement which serves to
make the said nut more effectual ag a jam-nut
and also givesa more effectual wedging action.
Idonot, however, limit myself tothis internal
cone or taper on the jam-nut. :

The base of the post A isshown as provided
with teats b, which operate as usual to prevent
the post from turning upon the base, to which
it is secured by a suitable screw entering the
socket tapped in the base at ¢, as usual in'the
art. In previous constructions of binding-
postsitis usualto use pins for the teats, which
pins are inserted into sockets drilled into the
base. According to my present invention,
however, these teats are formed in one piece
with the base by boring out the base to the
depth of the teats, as shown in the operation
of tapping the socket ¢, which may be done
at the same time and in the same screw-cut-
ting machine. This boring outleaves a coun-
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tersink of the depth of the teats, the edges of -

which countersink may be milled away or
otherwise removed all around, excepting at

‘the points where the teats are to be left, as
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shown. This construetion cheapens the cost
of manufacture very considerably by lessen-
ing the number of operations required. The
edge of the countersink on the base may be
removed at all points, excepting where the
teats are to beleft, in any other suitable way
without departing from my invention.

The invention claimed is—

1. In aclamporconnector, the com bination
with the block or post tapped to receive the
set-screw, and having the socket G, to receive
the wire or other part to be clamped, of a jam-
nut operating also as a clamp to clamp the
SCrew. :

2. In aclamporconnector, the combination
with a split block or post having a socket to
receive the wire to be clamped and tapped to

receive aset-screw, of a jam-nutonsaid serew
acting to compress the post on the screw, as
and for the purpose deseribed. _

3. In a clamp or connector, a socketed split
binding-post having a conical end, in combi-
nation with a cup-shaped jam-nut engaging
the conieal end of said post, and a set-screw
carrying said nut and passing through said
post to engage the part tobe clamped, as and
for the purpose described. :

Signed at Adrian, in the county of Lena-
wee and State of Michigan, this 7th day of
June, A. D. 1898.

- JAMES F. GILLILAND.
Witnesses:
E. N. SMITH,
PETER LOWE.
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