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United States Patent Office 3,309,055 
Patented Mar. 14, 1967 

3,309,055 
FOLDING LEG STRUCTURE 

Robert Seficik, Cherry Hii, N.J., assignor to 
J. Chein & Company, Burlington, N.J. 
Filed Feb. 21, 1966, Ser. No. 529,099 

6 Caians. (C. 248-431) 

This invention relates to folding leg structures for table 
tops and the like and relates more particularly to a novel 
plural leg structures with resilient or flexible intercon 
necting means between the upper and lower ends thereof 
which permit the legs to be moved to a generally parallel 
position when in non-table top supporting position and 
which allows the legs to be instantly moved to an angular 
position and which are provided with novel means for en 
gaging the rim of the table top or other Supported Struc 
ture for a musical instrument like a drum. 

In accordance with the present invention, the upper 
ends of the legs are provided with means for quick inter 
lock with and detachment from a supported member and 
when freed from such connection they return to their 
generally parallel position as a result of the resilient con 
necting element which has a plurality of sockets with 
through openings, one for each tubular leg. When the re 
silient leg-connecting element is at rest, the through Open 
ings are generally parallel but when the legs enclosed 
thereby are moved to a non-parallel position they assume 
the configuration of a double tripod with end-to-end 
apices. The sockets are interconnected by means of flat 
webs which are either vertical or horizontal. The Sockets 
and connecting webs are preferably formed integrally, 
i.e., in one piece and when the socket is twisted to affect 
the tripod position the webs are under an bending stress 
and securely hold the legs in tabe top supporting position. 

This arrangement is much more steady and Secure than 
linkage structure or pivotal elements and it also adopts 
itself to telescopic legs wherein the resilient sockets exert 
a slight compression action on the tubular metal legs. 

In the drawings 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the multi-leg Support 

ing structure of the present invention and showing the 
legs in parallel array; 
FIG. 2 shows the leg connecting means; 
FIG. 3 shows a modified leg connecting means; 
FIG. 4 shows the arrangement for extensible legs; 
FIG. 5 shows the legs in table top supporting position. 
The resilient leg connecting structure of the present 

invention includes a plurality of sockets 11 having through 
openings 12 and the sockets, usually three in number, are 
connected by webs 14 and the entire structure may be 
molded or otherwise formed in one piece from rubber or 
like material. The tubular legs 16 may have caps 18 at 
their lower ends and at their upper ends they receive a 
fitting 19 having an opening 20 with opposed curved sur 
face 21 leading to the opening and which receives a down 
wardly extending flange (not shown) formed on the ar 
ticle being supported. 

It will be seen from the foregoing that the webs 14 nor 
mally hold the sockets and legs in a position parallel with 
the major axis of the connecting structure. When each 
of the sockets are twisted relating to this axis they assume 
the configuration shown in FIG. 5 and seek to regain the 
position of FIG. 1. 

In the arrangement of FIG. 2, the webs 14 are hori 
Zontal and in FIG. 3 these webs 14' do not have a com 
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mon center but extend from socket to socket in triangular 
configuration. 

F.G. 4 shows the leg connecting structure modified to 
receive telescopic leg elements wherein the upper leg sec 
tion 23 is received in a bore 24 in socket 25 and a counter 
bore 26 receives the lower leg section 27 of larger diam 
eter than the upper section. Twisting the legs and Webs 
from the position of FIG. 4 to the diverging position of 
FIG. 5 is accomplished in the same fashion. 
For the leg connecting means, natural rubber as syn 

thetic rubber such as neoprene can be used, as well as 
various synthetic plastics having desired means of re 
siliency and flexibility such as polypropylene or poly 
ethylene. 
The term "table top' or used herein and in the appended 

claim is deemed to include anything that is normally sup 
ported on the floor by means of legs. 
While there have been described herein what are at 

present considered preferred embodiments of the inven 
tion, it will be obvious to those skilled in the art that 
many modifications and changes may be made therein 
Without departing from the essence of the invention. It is 
therefore to be understood that the exemplary embodi 
ments are illustrative and not restrictive of the inven 
tion, the scope of which is defined in the appended claims, 
and that all modifications that come within the meaning 
and range of equivalency of the claims are intended to be 
included therein. 
What I claim is: 
1. A supporting leg structure for a table top or the like 

and including a plurality of tubular legs and resilient leg 
connecting means for joining the legs intermediate their 
ends and retaining the same in generally parallel rela 
tion when in non-top-supporting position and for twisting 
the legs under a bending stress to a double tripod position 
While the upper ends are supporting said top, said means 
including a plurality of sockets, one for each leg, with 
through bores receiving the legs, and webs connecting said 
Sockets and normally retaining the legs in said parallel 
relation. 

2. The structure of claim 1 wherein the webs are ver 
tical and meet at the center. 

3. The structure of claim 1 wherein the webs are ver 
tical and extend between the sockets. 

4. The structure of claim 1 wherein the webs are hori 
Zontal. 

5. The structure of claim 1 wherein the leg connecting 
means is formed from a single piece of resilient material. 

6. The structure of claim 1 wherein the legs are tele 
scopic and the bores are formed with counterbore for 
receiving the larger diameter leg section. 
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