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To all whom, it may concern: : ‘

Be it known that I, WiLLiAM C. PECKHAM,
of Troy, in the county of Miami and State of
Ohio, haveinvented an Improvementin Grave-
Vaults, of which the following is a specifica-
tion:

My invention has for its object to substitute
for the grave-vault heretofore constructed of
brick or stone masonry a sectional vault, con-
structed of earthenware, cement, or any plas-
tic material, the sections of which will over-
lap, and, if necessary, lock at the joints.

Figure 1is a perspective view. Fig. 2 is a
longitudinal vertical section at ¢ . Fig. 3 is
a cross-section at y y. Fig. 4 is. a horizontal
section of one end at z 2.

In the drawing, A represents the middle
bottom section, formed with a groove, a, at

~each side, to receive the lower edge of the mid-
dle side panel B. A! is the head-section of
the bottom, and A? the foot-section, each of
which is provided with the side grooves a, and
one at the end to receive the head and foot
panels C C’. The ends of the sections A! A?
where they abut against the middle sectious,
overlap the latter, as at b. The side panels
B! B? at the head and foot have prolongations
¢ at- the ends, to interlock with similar ones ¢
on the end panels, whose ends or sides are
provided with vertical grooves d, to receive
the eunds of the side panel, so that the vault
will be self-sustaining. D D! D? are, respect-

ively, the center, head, and foot panels of
the cover, grooved under the sides and ends
to receive the top edges of the side aud end
panels of the vault. The inner ends of the
panels are formed. with lugs ¢, to réceive and
support the ends of the center panel D, which
may be provided with a raised shield, having
grooves to receive pattern-letters, indicating
the name of the deceased, date of decease, &c.,
which letters are held in their grooves by fill-
ing around them with hydraulic cement.
Each vault will be constructed of two or
more sets of sections, according to the size of

the coffin it is to contain.

I do not wish to confine myself to the use of
any single material in the construction of these
vanlts, as it is evident that any plastic mate-
rial can be used for the purpose.

‘What I elaim as my invention is—

The grave-vault described, consisting of the
end sections Aland A? provided with grooves,
the side panels B! B? having projections, the
head and foot panels C and ¢/, provided with
projections, and the head and foot cover pan-
els D' D? having grooves, with or without
the central section, all substantially as de-
scribed and shown.

WILLIAM C. PECKHAM.

Witnesses:
E. 8. WiLr1AmMs,
JOHN HOUSE.




